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mony urtounto you that he has given you
this mission you have not done this
simply because the elders taught you
that gathering was a principle of the
gospel I1 do not suppose that one in
oueone hundred of this congregation
who has left his native land would have
done so if it had depended upon the
teachings of the eleldersers alone but
you know how this desire took pos-
session of you and how it burned with-
in you like an unquenchable flame ani-
mating your whole being and giving
color to all your thoughts and desires
inspiring you with a distaste lorfor every
thing outside of zion you become ut-
terly dissatisfied with the conditions in
which you have been born and brought
up and a longing desire seized you to
go to zion and live among the saints oftogodod to seethesee the faces of the servants of
god and to listen to their teachings
those of you who have come from atarafar
are all witnesses to this and you know
that which I1 state concerning this to be
true very letter I1i

now why is it that you have received
that spirit why is it that you have
been moved upon in lands afar off to do
atss you have done it is because the
lord has had a mission for you to per-
form what is this mission was it to
make farms was it to build houses
was it to live the old lifelie and to carry
out your old traditions or was there
somethingg else that the lord had in
view certainly there was something
else or such extraordinary manifesta-
tions of power would not have been
given god designed that we should
beadlead a new life become a new people
and not like our fathers had been for
this purpose he revealed the gospel in
its purity and he has poured out his
spirit upon us in great power uniting
our hearts and making us a peculiar
people a people that mankind look to
and wonder at it is indeed as the
lord said it should be a marvelous
work and a wonder the nations of the
earth marvel at that which they see
going on heregoingyetestherethere arcemenare men and women who
have had this spirit and who have hadbad
these gifts and blessings bestowed upon
them who question the work of god

y and who feel to doubt concerning it
what mihmightiertier work could be done

what mightier evidence could god havehave
given to the inhabitants of the earthgillenthanan he has given to the latter day
saints concerning this being his work
where itiin the history of our race can
you greater
power and can you doubt this is the
work of god I1 tell you thatthai the meninen
and the women that will doubt alterafter re
ceiling these evidences god will con-
demn in fact they will condemn them-
selves where do you see a people like
we are on the face otof this broad earth
nowhere there is nothing to parallel
this work

the lord having given unto us these
testimonies is going to hold us ac-
countable for that which he has done
for us and our damnation will be deep
if we take a course to bring condemna-
tion upon us by our unbelief and hard-
ness otof heartsheart by our disunion and blind-
ness and murmuring against the lord
and the authority he has placed in the
church to guide it the lord does not
incle with men and women nor is he a
god to be trifled with he has poured
out his gifts upon us he has blessed
our land and has delivered us from our
enemies

I1 thought while sitting here this after-
noon of a scene that took place in this
hall a few years ago when I1 hadbad to
come here by stealth to meet with and
talk to the priesthood I1 wasimpressed
to come to the conference torfor this pur-
pose but I1 had to come in disguise lest
our enemies should see me and get pos-
session of me how great the change
which has taken place since therilthen by
what power has it been done by the
power of man no it has been by the
power of god in fulfillment of his
promises made to his people it then
seemed to all human vision as though
liberty had gone from some olof us while
litelife should last thousands and per-
haps millions thought the leaders otof the
latter day saints were put in such a
position at last that they would never be
able to use any influence again and that
this heresy would perish but what a
change has been wrought and I1 feel
for one to praise god and to say As
torfor me and my house with gods help
we will serve the lord I1 will try to
have my children keep his command-
ments I1 will try to build up his zion
in the earth with all the power and
energy I1 have whatever the cost may
be what is life unless it is ac-
companiedcompanied with honor and with the
preservation of the faith and these
gloriousorious promises that god has madeSdieie why better die a thousand
deaths than to lose the faith and to
sacrifice the precious promises that god
has sealed upon us what is life com-
pared with it nothing at all there
are many things worse than death of
course we cling to life it is right that
we should but what is death com-
pared with the loss of the spirit of gudgod
and the withdrawal of the favor of god
from us when we were baptized we
took upon us the name of christ I1
scarcely ever baptized an individual
and I1 have baptized hundreds without
asking them if they were not willing to
lay down their lives for the cause of
christ if they were not I1 have urged
them not tobe hasty in going into the
waters of baptism because men and
women ought to be prepared for all
things when they enter into this church

the lord will have a tried people
and if you can be tried in any way you
may depend upon it you will meet that
trialtria you cannot expect anything else
because of the greatness of the promises
that lie has made to us and the glory
he holds out to us itif we are faithful
what glory is this our redeemer left

mansions above to come
suffer as he did in order that he might
be worthy of it and if he could en-
dure that which he did lorfor the Ssakeake of
that glory shall not we his brethren
and sisters be willing to endure these
little trials and difficulties that we have
to contend with or shall we in our
pride and our highmindedness and in
our determination to have our own way
forget the promises of god unto us and
turn our backs upon all these things

we should place a high value upon
that which god has done for us we
should value this precious spirit that he
has given unto us and not allow our-
selves to be one minute without it either
sleeping or waking before we do any
thing we should ask ourselves whether
that which we are about to do is such as
god will approve of and seal with his
blessing and if there be any doubt
about it we should pause and say
this salvation and this glorious exalta-

tion that god holds out to me is worth

more than anything else on earth and I1
will not do anything that will endanger
my salvation and the salvation of my
family but I1 will cling to the spirit of
the lord and not grieve it

my brethren and sisters this is a sol-
emn occasion it ought to inspire sol-
emn thoughts we ought to be a solemn
people in view of our relationship totagod and that which he has done for us
allusionlusionAI has been made to my lately
deceased son I1 would rather bury any
child I1 have than that he or she should
lose the laithfaith much as I1 love Mmy
family and I1 do love themthemi1 wowould
rather they should die than that they
should lose the faith I1 do not love any-
thing in comparison with my love forgod and for his work I1 am thankful
to the lord that he has given me this
love it has been the joy of my exist-
ence it has illumined all my life alt-
hough I1 have hadbad my trials and havegone through a great many scenes that
were painful I1 can truthfully say that
my litelife has been an exceedingly happy
one because god has been my friend
and I1 know he always will be if I1 will
do that which is right and pleasing in
hishiS sight

inasmuch as allusion has been made
to the death of my son abraham I1 may
be pardoned if I1 make a few remarks i

upon this subject it is now less than
lourfour years since my son david died
while on a mission in germany all
who knew him know what he was it
seemed to me that he was perfection as
did my son abraham also VVwhenhen
david was a little baby he was seized
with mortal sickness 1I went from the
office one evening and found him very
low and all the family keenly anxious
about him I1 begged my wife to retire
and let me sit up but as I1 had been up
a good deal she insisted on my going
to bed till midnight and then I1 could
sit up the remainder otof the night and itif
in the meantime there was any change
she would have me awakened before
midnight I1 was aroused and told that
the child was dying I1 found all the
family weeping and the child dying As
I1 watched him he gasped and to all
human appearance was dead my wilewife
inin deep anguish exclaimed oh I1georgeGeorgedodo lay hands on him I1 laid
my banhandss upon him and in the agony of
my grief I1 besought the lord to spare
him to us the lord heard my prayer
and he breathed into him the breath otof
life and that child was raised from the
dead if any child ever was of course

nursed with the utmost
care and solicitude but he grew and
lived to be a young man and went on
this mission to germany some of you
plperhapschaps have an idea from letters he
wrote concerning his mission he was
a boy of great promise the lord took
him in wethe midst of0 his ministry he
died in the arms of one of his brothers
and his body was brought home while
his death was a great bereavement I1
felt that the lord prolonged that boys
life and gave upus the joy of having him
lorfor nearly twenty one years afterwards
lorfor he was a great joy to his mother
while she lived and to all the family
the lord answered our prayers and
prolonged his life for that length ot
time and then in his providence called
him home

abraham H cannon was taken with
typhoid fever some ten or eleven years
ago I1 was on the underground at
the time word came to me that if I1
wanted to see my son alive I1 would have


