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DOINGS OF CONGREES.

Ini'the House, on the 14th, the Naval ap-

propriation bill was under consideration in
Committee on the Whole,

Amendments were offered, and some of them

r

passed.
Feb’y
sented the Joint resolutions of the Wisconsin

{ﬁr the signal service of the ahﬁ]:i whichu‘wal:

- ad_u ed, 2mong which was one by Mr. Sedg- | were winnirg glory for us on onr battle fields
Eﬁ?}b{?r building additienal gunboats $15,-| A Joint rgaﬁiutim was received from the
3 |

House that the Commissioper of Public Build-
ings be directed to illuminate all public bu .-
mg; on Saturday the 22d. The resclution
was passed.

The cage of Starke, of Ovegon,

Mr. Lovejoy asked how much liad already
been appropriated fer that purpose,

Mr. Sedgwick said, we have made a special
appropriation of $10,000,000 for building iron-

ed gun-boats. .

~ Mr. Lovejoy asked, is this for the same
¢ldss of vessels? -

Mg, Sedgwick replied, this is for an entire-
ly different class of vesgels; for the same class
of gun-boats we have a'ready in use.

Mr. Lovejoy; it sfems a ru? large amount,

y

was taken
u

P-

Mr. Hale offered a repolution that the case
be committed to the Judiciary Committee, with |
instructions to report en the facla suffieient to
show whether he was disloyal or net. A
lengthy ' discussion followed, but no actiem
was taken, T A :

In the Honze, onthe 18th, the Joint resolu
tion tenderinz the thanks of Cengresate Cag{..
Dupont, and the officers and men uvnder his |
command, was pass'd. Also the Senale’s
resolution of thanks of Congress to the Army

but if u:‘iu necespary, [am ready to vote for it.
© Mr. F.A. Conkling; I'wish to inguireif this
i3 for the twenty additional gun-beats auntho-
rized by the act which passed the other day ?

~Mr. Bedgwick; ne, sir.. This is fer an en-
tirely differeat class of boats. These pro-|and Navy. :

vided for the otherday were iron-clad gun-| The House concurred inthe Senate’s am«ad-
boats. | ments to the Fortification bill.
- Mr. Conkling; arve these to be in additio Mr. Train introduced the following resolu-
to those authorized the other da tion, which was unanimously adopted :

Mr. Englishy those rare to - Resolred, 'The Senate conearring, that the

these.are not. _ : _ Commissioner of Public Buildings have ihe
Mr. SBedgwick: they are an entirely differ- | public buildings illaminated on the 22, in

9
ga iron-clad;

18th. Inthe Senate, Mr. Howe pre- Pt

- = — — o g | -y o e B —— e
Mr, Fessenden gaid he did npt know.  |the laboring meh and producers, and it In-
Mr, Trumbull » he_qﬂmug% there was a sisted upon, he should n:':we.'_'tu lm'end ; pro-
sposition to over-eglimate namber of viding colon zation for staveholders, who are

ent class of vespels. = horior of the reccnt viciories. *

A joint-resolution providing a stenographsr | Mr. Washburne introduced the following
forthe joint committee to inquire into the |resolution. which was unanimious'y adopted:
conduct of the war; the question being on its | Resolved, Asa mark of respect for the mem-
reference was taken up; and a lengthy discus- | ory of the brave men who have been killed,
sion followed, during wbich the battle of |and sympathy for those wio have been
Manassas witn the circumstances that led to | wounded in the récent vietories of our- arms
i.l}ﬂ defeat of the Federal foices was debated | in South Carolina, Kentucky, Tenuepsee,
{ill the hour of adjoursment. North Carolina, Missouri and Virginia, as |

Both Houses adjourned till Monday the well asa testimonial of the profound admira-

17th uit. i ! the bers of this H f
February 17th, in the Senate, Mr. Harlan 4 3 Baden R

presented a communication from the Seere- |
tary of the Interior, in regard to the recently
discoverad gold mines of California.

Mr. Harris presented a petition from citi-
zens of New York, asking that the full rank
of major-general be confesred on Gen.John E,
Wool. -

Mr. Latham, from the Military committee,
reported a bill au horizing a survey in rela-
tion to the telegraph to the Amoor river,

On motion of Mr. Nesmith, the joint reso-
lution relative to the mode of the payment of
the awards for settling the Oregon and Wash-
inecten war debt, was taken up.

Mr. Lane asked to read a dispatch,received
by Gen. McClellan, of the capture of Fort
Donelson by the land forces of the United
States. .

‘There was laughter on the floor and in the
galleries when it was said that Floyd had
escaped.  Tuoedispa ch was greeted with lond
applause in.the gailleries. |
- Vice-President: That’s all right. (Renewed
applause. )
 Viee-President: The chair rules that such
applanse is neither approving nor censuring
the senator. (Laughter).

Mr. Griries said he had also -information
that the city. of Savannah, in the State of
Georgia, had also been taken (renewed ap-
plause.) .

The resolation in regard to the Oregon war
- debt was then passed. 0 _

Oa motiou of Mr, Harris, the bill to change
and regnlate the Circuit .and Disirict Courts
for the Northern Distriet of New York, was
taken‘up and passed, o

Mr. Johnson asked consent to offer a joint
resolution tendering the thaiks of Congress to
the officers,soldiers and seamen of the army and
navy for their heroic gallaniry, under the
p ovidence of God, for the brilliant yictories
they have achieved over the enemiea of the
Constitution and the Union,which was passed.

In the House, on the 17th, Mr.Colfax asked
and readily obtained permissien to make a
gt-tement relative to Fort Donelson. |

Amid profound silence, Br. Collax, said
that Gen. McClellan bhad authorized bhim to
inform tie House that he had just received a
dispatch from Cairo, informing him of the ar-
rival of the gunboat Carondelet at that place,
bringing the news of the capture of Fo'tDonel-
son yesterday, by the land force of the United
States, with fifteen theusa'd prisomers, in-
cluding Gen. A. Sidney Johnston and Gen.
Buckner. Gen. Floyd ranand escaped. The
1uss on both sides is very heavy.

Applause and laughter greeted the latter
part of the dispa‘ch.

Mr. Colfax was surrounded by members to
hoear further newa.

Mr. Washburn (of Ill.): I want the gentle-
man from Indiana to state that Gen. Ulysses
L. Giant, who commanded the lind forces
that capturad the fort, is from lllincis, and
from Galena, in my district.

They were in the wildest confusicn on the

|
|

officers and soldiers, sailors and marioes, en-
gaged, and who bhave achieved for themselves,
and conferred upon the country, lmperishable
honor and renown; that this House do new
adjourn. |

¢b’y 10th. 1n'the denate, Mr, Rice, from
the Military Committee, reporteda joint resv- |
lutirn to aunthorize the Secretary of War to
,eonfer the brevet rank of heutsnant-gener:l
 for eminent services. ' '

Mr. Sumner presented a petition of citizens
of New York gtata, asking that the name of
South Carolina be expunged from the list of
Srates, and the territory be divided between
North Carolina and Georgia.

On motion of Mr. Harris, the bill in relatirn
to the Cireuit and Distriet Courts of the
United Stites was taken up and passed.

Mr. Wilsen introduced a joint resolut o1 to
authorize the president to.p:esent prizes and
metals to the enlistel men of the army and
navy and marine corps, who may have dis-
tinguished themselves in the war, which was
adoptel, .

“In th: House, on the 10th, Mr. Bennet, deles
gatz from Colorado, offered a resolution,
which was adopted, instructing the Commit-
tee cf the Judiciary, to iuquire into the expe-
diency of lezalizing all consumated litigation
under the Miner’s and People’s Court in Cole-
rado, prior to the organiaation of that Terri-
tory.
| Iz;!r. Hickman sffered the following :

Whereas, the Baltimore Clipper, of this
date, coytains the Jollowing publication :

- “DocumenTs FovNp.—~During yesterday
the, police force visited “he office of the South
newspaper, and took po:session of a number
of letters written by Senators Bayard and
Saulsbury, of Delaware, and the notorious

Vallandigtam, of Ohio. The documents con-
tain touching sentiments of poor, bleedins
D xie, and various suggestions how the Yan.
kees mizght be defeated:”” therefore—

Resolved, That the Committee ou the Judi-
ciary be directed to inqu re intothe truth. of
the allegat ons. therein made against C. L.
Vallandigham, a member of this House, with
power to send for persons and papers, and to

\_

‘to make report thereon,
An amusing discussion followed, in which

princip:l orators.

During the discussion, Mr. Hickman asked
—Did not the gentleman from Chio know a
rebel camp in Kentucky was ecalled by his
name, namely, “Vallandigham?” That did
not indicate that the rebels regarded bhim as
the most loyal man in the Union, |

Mr. Vallandigham—1s there not a town in
Kentucky called “Hickman??? (Laughter.)

Mr. Hickman said [ thank God Lhat that
town was not called alter me, there are a good
number of Hickman’s, ¢f which I know only
one.

Feb. 20th. In the Senate,a joint resolution
from the House was received, making an ap-

‘examine witnesses on oath or afirmation, and |

Messrs. Hickman and Vallandigham were the |

flocr and in the galleries, and in view of the

gratifying intelligence, motion after moiion |

was made to adjo rn, but the House refused;
and the joint resolut’om authorizing the ap-
ointment of a stenographer for the ¢ mui -

propriation of one th-usand dollars for illu-
minating the public buildings on Saturday
evening the 22/, which was passed.

Mr. Wilkinzon offered a resolution for the

troops. For instance, it had been reported in dangerous to the country, and whose losy

Legislature in favor of the relief of Ireland | the newspapera that there were fifly thousand | would not.be felt,
from famine, referring to her brave sons, who | men attacking Fort Donelson, whereas in |

| ) In the House on the 25th, Mr. Co'fax re-
fact there were only about twenty-cight thou- ported a bill authorizing the Postmaster-

sand men there. He thought this fact should General to permit additional artigles’to! be
be known for the honor of the gallant men sent by mail at present rates of book postage,
who captured that Port, marching on intrench-  He said that under the present law roots, cut-
ments he.d by nearly their own numbers. tings and serds could be sent by mail at ore

The amendments of the committee were ceunt per ounce, but sto- kings for (he sol lier,
adopted, with the ex-ep ion of a small item of flags and many ofher things could only go as
pevesty-six millicns for the Quartermmaster’s letler postjrates. The bill was patsed unauk-
Departicent, whisk was objected te by the mously,

House, Mr. Diven, from the committee on ju-

In the House on the 20th, the note bill was diciary, reported a bill to estabiish ‘an ad-
called up for consideration and much time ditional judiciary distriets in the Stateof New
was spent in ity disecussion, some awendments York, to be called the eastern distrist, whieh,~
were made, and others [ roposed and rejeeted.  after consider-ble debate, was passed.

Mr. Maynerd, from the commitiee on ways| Mg, Blair, from the military commitiee, re.
and means, reported a bill estailshing a ported a bill establishing an additional articls
branch mint at Dewver City, Colorado Terri- of war for the government- of the United
tory, ) | 'States army, prohibiting all officers in the

Mr. Blair reported from the military com- | military se vice from employing any of the
miltee a bill establishing a ship canal froin forces under their respective commands for
the Mississippi river to Lake Michizan, for | the purpose of returning fugitives from service
the eonveyance of military s:ores and troops. or labor, escaping from these who claim such .

The Senate’s amendmonts to the army bill service or labor to be due to ‘them; and any:
were taken up, and, ia the counrse of the debate 'officer fourd guity by court-martial of vio-
which toilowed, Mr. Richardson referred to lating this article shall be dismissed fiom ser-
Gen.Gran’sproclamation when heentered Pa- 'vice, © : .
ducab: “I have rot cowe to fight upihiona,l A lengthy and spirited debate followed, in
but to resist treason and overwhelm it. I am | which DMessrs. Blair, Bingham, Mallroy,
for sustaining the Comstitution aud the su-| Wiekliffe, Grider, Diven, Vallapdigham,
premacy of ihe lans.” ' | Wright, Johnsor, Crittenden, Steele and Hick-

He said be wished tRi3 proclamation conld  man participated,
be written in Jetters of go'd on the sky, thal| Several ineffcctual motions were made %o
F!El‘j’bﬂdj‘ mizht seeé the correct doetrine. adjouru bj? the opponents of the bill, and it
There pever would have been an arny of six | finally was passed by a vote of 83 to 42.
bundred thousand men raised if theobject had Februnary 26th. In the Senate, Mr. Harris
been avowed to overthrow the Conatitution | presented a petition from a large vumber of
_llli create anotber government. The war !merchants of New York, fur a general bank-
pever would bave been begun but for two ele- ruptact. Also a memorial of the Aeademy

persistent and undaunted courage of all the | ments at the North, namely, the abolition |of Maedicine, of New York, against the em~

arty and the party headed by Buchandn,|ployment of Homeopathic surge ns.
ueey, and Cushing, and that class of men.| “Mr. McDougall, fromthe special committee,
The latter were worse than the abolitionists,|reported a bill for Lthe establishment of a rail-
because they were smart, .~ Wuich with ofher |rcad and teéleg:aph line from the ‘Missourk
remarks of Mr. Ricbardson occasioned much | rives to the Pacific oceap. _
hughter. The bili for the'occupation and cultivation
veoat Tndhie Senaka. Mr. Collamer pre- | of eotion lands was taken up.

sented the following: : : _ : Wl ;
“That, entertaining the ‘deepest sympathy | mﬁ"’ﬁﬁ?ﬁ’m}ﬁ %EE‘EP’;:EE&“““““ v, Eﬁﬂfﬂ

and condolence with the President in his re-|and attempt to run plantat nnsfmﬁ'é’!traugm
cent aflliction, it is resolved that th: Senate|it would be a very diflicult experiment in a
donew adjourn.” Which was una;imously | peeuniary sense. If there was a proposition
adopted. | " | to lease out the lands Re should not objeet.
"In the House on the 21st, the homestead | Mr. Wade said that he did' not suppose the
bill reported from the committee on the public | bill would realize any great sum of money.—
lands coming up, the question pending being | But theére was a large extent of territory
to re-commit the same with instractions to|abandontd, and the slaves were lelt at large,
report instead the bounty land warrant bifl. |[and gomething must be done to take ecare ol
Mr. Grow called Mr. Washburne to the|them. This was not any settled policy, but
Chair, and taking the foor, spoke against the |only a temporary measure for oue year, 1o
motion. meet the necessities'of the case,
Mr. Knapp offered a resolution as follows: Mr. Doolittie thought that if commissioners
“That entertaining the Qeepest sentiments|had been sent down to Port Royal to see the
of condolence with tie President and family |elephant we have on our hands we might have
in their present affliction, in the death of his|received g eat information.
son, that the House now adjourn. Mr. Sumner thﬂ'%ugh?.thqt the nature of the
Mr. Roscoe Conkling oifered an amend-|ease could not wait for the operations of Con-
mernt, which wos adopted: grees, If we expect to get any crops at the
«“That in view of the afflicting event, the|South the seeds must be immediately planted
Commissioaers of Public Baildings be re-|andsown. It will not do to delay thie mattex.
quested to emit the illumination of the public There was a necessity for immediate action.
puilding¢ to-morrow night.” - Mr. Hale thought there was great fo.ce in
" The resolution pasagﬁ as thus amended." the remark of ‘the-Senator from Mussachu-
Feb. 24th.  1In the Senate, the jomnt resolu-|setts that the s ed time was upon them. - Ile
tion in relation to certain railroads in DMis- thought that was one of the most prophetis
souri was taken up. It provides thot the Sec- | rémarks he ever ‘made, in the midst of so
retary of War pay the St. Joseph and Hanni- | many classical quotations. It 18 'a fact thad
bal and Pacific railroad for transportation,|seed time is upot us, and if we do not take
¢te., the roads baving ‘originally receivéd | advantage of 1if, we' may be obliged tosay,
grants of land, for which it was agreed to|“Thesuiamer 13 past and the harvest is ended,
transport troops and munitions of war, etc.,|and we are not saved.” |That is, they will
for the United States: | have 1o cotton.~ Ep. ] B D
A lengthy debate followed. The bill fixing the number of members of
In the House on the 24th, Mr. Roscoe Conk- | the House of Representatives was takep up.
ling offered a resolution’ that the thavks of| Mr. Collamer offered an amendmént to
Congress are due, and are hereby presented to | make the rumber two handred and forty-one,
Major-Generals Halleck and Grant, for plan-| which was adopted, and the bill passed by a
ning the recent movements w-thin their re.|vote of 24 ‘o 1. _
spective divisions; and to both these generals,| 'The case of Starke was taken up, ard dis-
as well as to the officers and men under their | cussed by Messrs. SBumner, MeDougall, How- -
command, Tor achieving the glorious victories|ard, Cowan, Wilmot, Carlisle, Wilkinson,
in which these movements resulted. Sherman, Tragpbull, Dtxa? and Harris. 3
The resolution, after considerable debate,]| In 'the House en-the 26th, Mr. Voorkies
was referred. _ asked leave to offer a resolution tendering the
The Ho'ge passed the postoflice appropria-|thanks of Congresa {o Major-General Hal-
tion bill, and then went inte commiftee of the|leck, commending the sentiments and pelicy
whole on the Indian appropriation bill. | avowed in General Halleck’s General Ordes
" Mr. Shellabarger made a speach in favor of | of Fib, 23, as eminently wise and patriotic,
the emancipation of theslaves. and in strict conformity with the Constitution,
Feb. 25th. In the 8enate. On motion of | and tendering the thanks of Congress to him
Mr. Trambull thebill for the confiscation of | for said order, and for his' military achieve-
the property of rebels was taken up. Hesaid|ments as commander of tle department of
there was. pressing necessity; within a few | Missour!. ' .
weeks the property of a rebel general im this| Mr. Van Wyck offered the following reso-
city had been sold, and the proce=ds trans-|ktion, which was adopted:
mitted to him, while we were sitting here and| Resolved, that the cownm ttee on government
impozing paper corrency on suffering soldiers. | contracts be directed to inquire into the
He referced to several cases and 'decisions of | amount 6f woneys received by the Fedaral
courts justifying the gfound taken by the bill, |officers in the city of New York, by virtue of
and contended that we have the right totreat |their offices; aleo, as to the ownership and
rebels as enemies and traitors. OF course|rents. of thie bonded wareliousés; also tha
we do not inte d to hang all men. engaged in | terms, consideralions, and profi's of the labor

a on the Coniuct of the War, was takenup,

debated at length and final y a opted.

‘Mr. Loxejoy callel up the bill heretofo

tntrodaced by

Agriculture, for the establisbment of a dc-

p ttmeut of agriculture.
The principal amendment made by
House was in the reducticn of the salary

152 to 7.

Mr. Blair, from the Military committee, re-

the
o
¢ne commissioner, namely, from five to three
thousand dollars; tbe bili was then passed by

cotnmiltee.

el DMr.

tion bill.
amendments to make by

£

passinz measures fo; rettenchment.
Mr. ‘I_‘rum%nlt

gexted the $znale bju_ making appropriation Lx;g‘,-,g providing, for?

expulsion of Lazarus W. Powell, Senator
from Ky., which was referred to the judiciary

Fessenden, from the commitfee on
him from the committee on|finance, reported back the army appropria-
He said there were some large
the committee for
the deficiency of {wenty-six millions, and one
in the Ordnance Department {or ten millions.
Mr. She:man called attention to those large
approp iations as showing the necessity for

the rebellion, but the ringleaders and instiga-
tors must be brought to the halter. He ar-
eued that we have a perfect right to confis-
cate the property of rebels. It Dbas been
geitled by the Supreme Court that Congress
has the power to pasg a confiscation bill
Government bas the right

may be bound by econraet, or take a child
even, and draft into the service of the govern-
ment. The master canuot hold aslave by any

asked bow, mapy men they

strongir tenure. -
Mr. Pomeroy objected to the third section,

‘o lake persons who |

contract, and general orders coniract, lor the
storing, hauling, and delivering, &e., of for-
eign goods in the city of New York; also when
the contiracts were made, by wiom, and who
a:e now interes ed in the same.

The House then proceeded to the consides-
ation of the Upton election case of the Seventh
Congressional District of Virgiuia,

" Mr. Worecester maintained that there is no.
proper evidence that Mr. Upton, the sitling
member, received any votes. Henes the com-
nh:ittea on elections repoit unanimously against
D |

twhich rovides for colonization. He thought
wee

. s b

sot affo;d to send out of the country

. M. Sedgwick argued that the other mems~



