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from what it is now there are hun-
dreds of faiths some professing one
thing and some another for long
ages there was but one religion among
men professing to have our master as
its head and it groped in darkness and
introduced many things that were griev-
ous and sinful and contrary to the
written word of god the result of
these things was the rising up of great
men like martin luther contending for
what they believed to tebe right we
are told of martin luther that when he
commenced his opposition to the church
of rome it was not with the expectation
of establishing a new religious society
but in the hope that he might reform
some of the abuses that had crept into
the church he bore record to the peo-
ple that doctrines were being advocated
contrary to the scriptures of divine
truth and he sought to correct these
things and bring the church into what
he considered to be the proper channel
the result was he was excommunicated
and cast out of the church of rome
thenmen sprang up reform churches all
over the face of the earth but there is
one peculiarity about all of these
churches that sprang into existence
the men whom they are named after
never intended to establish churches of
their own they sought to cleanse and
purify the mother church and for this
they were excommunicated and then
came into existence the religious bodies
that bear their names without revelation
or commandment from god and conse-
quentlyy without authority we believe
that they were honest and good men
and that they were inspired to accom-
plish the work that they set their hands
to60 do the time had come when the
god of heaven

I1 inin fulfilmentfulfillment of the
promises that had been maderasmademadewaswas about
to accomplish a wonderful work among
the children of men to establish his
kingdom upon the earth and to usher

r in tap dispensation of the falness of
times and it was necessary that the
priestly control that then existed over
the minds of men should be broken and
that religious freedom should be intro-
duced so that men everywhere should
have the privilege of worshippingworshipping god
according to the dictates of their own
conscience to bring about this con-
dition we believe that the reformers
were inspired of god and we enjoy to-
day thee result of their labors menwdoffered their lives that they might wor-
ship as they saw fit martin luther
when hisbis lilelife was hanging in the balance
declared before those who accused him
that the stand he had taken he could
not recede from and he prayed for god
I1to help him he was willing to lay down
hisbig life if need be as many before and
many since have doneaone we believe that
all these things were wrought out by
ouroar father in heaven that the minds ofof
men might be free and that they might
worship as they chose then when this
great government of america had been
set up upon this promised land in ful
ailment of the promise that the lord
had made to its ancient inhabitants men
were inspired to come here when in
trouble and distress and not turn from
their determination like the discoverer
of america who persisted that he could
find anewa new world and no one could
turn him from it that was because he
was inspired of the lord the holy

I1 ghost rested upon him and impelled
WWhim forward to the accomplishment of
hisbig work and god raised up men in
america in his own time fired with

his spirit determined to establish a
commonwealth that should be free to
which men of all nations might be in-
vited and in which they could live and
worship as they saw fit we believe
god established this government we
not only believe this but we have a
knowledge of it in a revelation given to
the prophet joseph smith and recorded
in the book of doctrine and covenants
it is said that the saints wherein they
had been wronged by their enemies
should importune for redress accord-
ing to the laws and constitution of the
people which I1 have suffered to be
established and should be maintained
for the right and protection of all flesh
according to just and holy principles
and for this purpose have I1 established
the constitution of this land by the
hands of wise men whom I1 raised up
unto this very purpose and redeemed
the land jayby the shedding of blood
doc and cov sec IOL 77 8080 this
government was established the freest
and the best there is on the face of
the earth and then the time came for
the lord to fulfilfulfill his promise that
before the second coming of the son of
man the gospel of the kingdom should
be preached in all the world when
he was asked by his apostles what
shall be the sign of thy coming and of
the end of the world he answered
them by portraying the great events
that should precede the end and among
other things he said this gospel of
the kingdom shall be preached in all
the world for a witness unto all na-
tions this was one of the signs that
should appear before his coming john
the revelator saw another angel fly in
the midst of heaven having the ever-
lasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth and to every nation
and kindre dand tongue and peoplepeoble that
was the proclamation of the angel who
was to introduce the gospel in the latter
days the way having been prepared
freedom established that man might
worship as he saw fit that angel we
bear record was sent from the presence
of our father with the proclamation of
the everlasting gospel and to joseph
smith that messenger came delivered
the gospel to him and gave to him the
authority to preach the plan of salvation
we believe that john the baptist came
and laid hands upon the head of joseph
smith and oliver cowdery and ordained
them to the priesthood that he
gave them the authority to baptize for
the remission of sins and with that
authority came the commandment to
preach the gospel among the children
of men then peter james and john
came inin their time and clothed the
prophet joseph smith with the authority
of the Melchisedek priesthood that
authority by which the kingdom of god
can be built up and regulated in all the
world we believe these things have
come to pass that they are in fulfilmentfulfillment
of the promises made of old and that
without they are fulfilled without angels
come from heaven avdand there is com-
munication

i

muni cation from our father all memenn are
groping in the dark and will fall into the
ditch together

it seems to me my brethren and sis-
ters and friends from the conditions
that exist today in the religious world
that all men everywhere should be
pleading with the lord that there might
come some proclamation from on high
and some man who would speak in the
namenaive of the lord to guide the people
who desire to serve god in the right

way but joseph smith was despised
his name was cast out as evil and his
followers were derided and separated
from the company of their fellow men
who have cried out as it were away
with these fellows for they are not fit to
live notwithstanding this opposition
and this evil speaking the proclamation
of the gospel under joseph smith has
gone abroad among the nations of the
earth and as an evidence that men have
received an understanding of its truth
this territory is filled with people who
are willing to stand up and bear record
that they know that joseph smith was a
prophet that they know that god has
spoken and that he has set his hand
inin these latter times to recover israel
and to gather them from the nations of
the earth and bring them together inin one
according to the promises that he has
made that he has not foforgottengotten his
promises not gone on a far journey not
gone to sleep but that he is the living
and true god and that the day has come
to fulfilfulfill and accomplish all that he has
spoken

how thankful we ought to be my
brethren and sisters that the gospel
has found us that our ears have been
saluted with the glad message of peace
on earth and goodwill among men that
we have been persuaded by the spirit of
the lord to come out from the midst of
babylon and gather up with the saints
of god the gospel net has been cast
into the sea of mankind and it has
gathered up its thousands and tens of
thousands who are here today in these
mountains what a testimony my
brethren and sisters that the procla-
mation of joseph smith was not in vain
what a testimony this is to the world
that the martyrdom of joseph smith did
not stop the work that he had been com-
manded by our father to establish
what a testimony that the passing away
of president young did not stop the on-
ward march of the people of god men
believed that brigham young was the
great controllingcontroling spirit among the latter
day saints and that it was because of
his wonderful wisdom that the people
were made as great as they were while
we honor the name of president young
and we know that god inspired him to
accomplish the work it is not to presi-
dent young that we give the glory thymy
brethren and sisters but to our father
in heaven we know that our father
guided president young as he guided
president joseph smith as he guided
president taylor as he guides today
president woodruff it is our father
who has controlled the destiny of this
people and we are making the same
advancement today that we did under
president brigham young or president
joseph smith and we will make just as
great advancement in the future under
the leaders whom god will call to be at
our head as we would if president joseph
smith were with us

this work does not depend upon athyaby
man that nashas ever lived or that liveslives
today or that ever will live it is the
work of god he has said that he
would proceed to do a marvelous work
and a wonder among the children of
men and how wonderfulwonderwonderfullyfu ly he has ful-
filled that promise up tot0 the present
time and how gratefulI1 and thankful
we ought to be that we have gathered
from the nations of the earth that we
have been made acquainted with themthe
principles of the gospel and that down
in our hearts is the belief today just as
strong as it was in the hearts of themthe


