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HE CENTENNIAL ART EXHI-
BITION.

PAINTING.

One hundred years years ago the
masters of painting, in their theory
and in their practice, adopted rules
and executed works all too meta-
physical, too absatruce for the
present generation. Drapery as
represented by them does not re-
present anything buf drapery. It
1s not silk, nor cloth, nor linen, It
does not represent a material of
any texture. The figures in their
‘‘battle pictures'’ are pot Greeks
(Gauls, nor Saxons, they are warri-
ors, men. A visit tothe great Ex-
position in Philadelphia convinces
us that this styleof art would not
be tolerated now. In regard to
painting, we live in a realistic age;
if figures are represented, they
must be Frenchmen or Saxons,
Italians or Indians., Drapery
is clothing and must resemble
a tangible rabrie, either silk, cloth,
or linen. The modern painter works
for a texture, and makes a surface
as perfect in its resemblance as his
power and paint will allow him.
‘I'his to us seems the true methed.
““Great artists take nature for their
model,” says Charles Blane, and
the same rule should guide the
critic when pronouncing upon the
merits or demerits of works of art,
the only question with him being
as to how far the exact formsshould
be represented. One IJandscape
painter, for instance, paints trees,
rocks,and banks in a vague, almost
indefinite manner, giving his at-
tention to masses only. Another
will reproduce the objects with a

™| Italy, France, Netherlands, Belgi-

| buildings contain nearly

this while crowding through the
Centennial art galleries, and we
must confess to have discovered
aleo that bigness is not always
greatness, and that too little we
see where too much is to be seen.

Memorial Hall is divided infto
twenty-six gallerim, seven of which
are occupied by Great Britain, five
by Italy, four by the United States,
two by ii'ranm. two by Germany,
two by Belgium, one by Austria,
one by Norway, and one by Swe-
den and Spain, The ‘“annex” to
the Hall is divided into forty-five
galleriea, occupied by pictures from

um, Sweden, Denmark, Norway,
Spain, Portugal, Brazil, Argentine
Republie, Chili, Mexico, Canada
and the United States. The two
4,500 spe-
cimens of art; To attempt to ex-
amine and criticise each exhibit
would be preposterous and endless, |
and time wasted, as the majority
of the pictures, I am surry to con-
fess, are far below mediocrity.
Neither can we justly classify the
rank or position that the various
nations here represented hold in
art, from the fact, as I before men-
tioned, of the absence of works by
some of the most famous painters

of them, without exception, of the
highest merit. No. 8, Blake Going
on Board the Resolution, by O. W,
Biierly, is a magnificent specimen
of marine painting, and No. 13,
The Coming Storm, by A. D. Fripp,
is one of the most perfect pictures
in the Exhibition. In faet, it is
universally conceded that the Eng-
lish water color school stands pre-
eminent, and the exhibits in this
line of art fully sustain the nafional
honor. Not the least interesting to
art students, H. M. the Queen and
the Royal Academy have gracious-
ly and kindly loaned several exam-
ples by deceased painters, famous
as the founders of the British
school, such as Raynolds, West,
Gainsborough, Constable, Barry,
Fuseli, Hiltoo, Lawrence, Turner,
Stanfield, Wilkie and others,

The United States exhibit nearly
fifteen hundred art productions,
many of them works Dfp the highest
order of merit. In landscape and
portraitures she stands unrivalled,
while the historical pictures of P.
F. Rothermel take no secondary
piace. Probably there is no picture |
in the exhibition that has been
more lauded or severely criticized
than his large picture, No. 168,

Baitlle of Gettysburg—a truly gth

of France and Germany, and
doubtless of many of the other for-

|

work, wherein the beholder reslizes
the excitemeni and herrors of the

eign nations. So that art, as ex-
hibited at the Centennial Exhibi-
tion, is not, as it should be, the dest
of the world’s products, but an in-
discriminate gathering of what the
world produces.

After a careful examination of
the works that in our estimation
appear the most meritorious, judg-
ing by the realistic rule, we have

microscopic accuracy painful to the
eye. and in both methods we find
evid -nce of a painstaking, truth-
seek ing student, with arguments
for and against eitherstyle, causing
an uusettled controversy and nu-
merous opinions, th.t in the end
leave the unbiass d critic to rely
on his own judgment to measure
the standard of a picture by com-
paring it to similur scenes he has
observed in nature «nd of which he
has but an imperfict recollection.

That a fair repre:cntation of the
various schools of «art might be seen
in juxtaposition atthe Centennial
Exhibition, admirable rules were
adopted or at least proposed for the
guidance of commitiees of selection.
The foreign nations were invited
to appoint or select committees
composed of competent judges to
select those works of merit best re-
presenting their national position
10 art. American artists were re-

formed the following coneclusiops—
In figure painting, historical and
genre, Great Britain excels. Amon
the many fine pictures in this de-
partment those most worthy of
examination are No. 6, Julian the
Apostate, ete., by E. Armitage, R,
A, Classic in composition, correct

in drawing, and free from that
“‘chalkiness” in color, so prevalent
in the English school. God

0. 8
Speed, by G. H. Boughton. No. 17,
< e 53#2#2 (ﬁtﬁd,g{ Je Clarkd. NNm.

an y Misty Morning an 00Ny
by Vicat Cole, A. R. A, These
two landseapes by the great Eng-
lish painter do not compare
favorably with many of the Ameri-
can pictures in the same line. The
same may be said when comparing
E. W, Cooke’s marines No. 24, T)he
Goodwin Light-ship, and No. 25,
The Rescue, with the pictures by
De Haas in the American section.

£ | distinection.

evidence of a rapid and successful
advance in the last few years, man

quested to forward these proposed d pictures by

battle field. Other works of this
artist, Nos, 1010, 1048, 867, and 216
place him deservedly at the head
of the American historical school.

The portraits exhibited by Page,
Healey, Hicks, Anna M. Lee, Fur-
ness, are unrivalled, but it is in
landscape and marine subjects
where the American artists take
their high poegition,and where there
are so many that are excellent,that
it is impossible to justly make a |
Moran’s Mountain o

|

the Holy Cross, 196, Herzog's Senti-
nel Rock, 228, and Waterfall, 1024,
Hill's Yosemite, 1019, and Donner
Lalke, 184, Bierstadt’'s Great Trees,

| e

great benefit to the American peo-

)f | on an equality with her compee

stiff in grouping, with a sickly yel-
low tone of color.

Soain and Italy send a series of
gloomy pictures sombre in toneand
sad in subject,the best of which are
No. 40, Insanity of Queen Juana,
Valles, and No. 51, Landing of

Puritans, by Gisbert. The
Italian pictures meost attractiveare
those representing scenes from
every day life.

Denmark and Norway send a
small exhibit, containing nothing
by their best painters.

All the pictures exhibited by
Brazil, Mexico aund the South
American Republics are ambitious
efforts, with more or less merit
where the artists have not been con-
trolled bty the conventional rules of
Eurepean schools.

Here, by the by we, may say our
own artists are at fault. Church is
evidently the most origioal in his
étyle and execution. Moran is a
follower of Turner, Hill is inclined
towards the French BSchool, while
Bierstadt is decidédly tinctured
with German methods and effects.

Taking the exhibition as & whole,
the English in figure subjects, and
the Americans in landscape sur-
pass all the other nations, and the
secret of their success lies in their
painstaking study of nature and an
henest endeavor to reproduce her
bdeautiua unshorn and untramiunel-
ed.

That the exhibition will prove a

le we have not the least doubt. |
e mean in an artistic sense. Des- |
pite the meagre exhibits by Ger-
many, France, and other European
natioens, our countrymen may learn
that she possesses abundant talent
at home, that only needs the foster- |
ing hand of patronage to place her |
rs.
That the crowd daily thronging the
art galleries are learning this lesson
let us hope, and the result will |
prove in time that the Centennial

|

473, De Haas' Moonrise and Sunset,
25, and . Brig Hove-to jfor a Pilot,
483,with works by Gifford, Bellows,
Van Elten, Cropsey, Brown, Mc-
Entee, Richards, Williams, and a
host of others we might mention,
form a galaxy well worthy of the
nation’s praise, Eastman Johnson's
Old Kentucky Home, 118, and Per-
ry’s Young Franklin, 46, are well
worthy of examination as pictures
of great merit.

The water colors exhibited bear

of them comparing favorably wi
In the lone

the English exhibit,
collection of deceased American
nters, Allston, Copely, Stuart,

art exhibit, although apparently a
failure, is in reality a great success.

G. M. O.

:CORRESPONDENCE.

Preaching—Well Attended Meetings
—At Edinburgh and Glasgow —
Baptisms—Branch Organized,

il

|

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,
Eng., Sept, 27th, 1876.
Editor Deseret News:
Since last writing to you, I have

| scenery of this

starting to fill appointments in the
branches, I baptized three very
respectable women in Newcastle,
On my trip through the branches I
Had no chance for open air meet-
ings, the weather being so very un-
favorable. I lost no opportunity of

holding in-door meetings wherever
a chance presented itself, and have
those old-fashioned fire-side chats
by which so much good was done
by the early missionaries of this
Chureh, when the old family Bible
was brought into requisition to see
whether such and such was the
case. I had the honor to attend a
few meetings at Middlesbre, where
there is quite a spirit of inquiry.
About nine months ago I organized
a little branch of sixteen members
at the above place. Since that they
have doubled their numbers, and
the prospects are that ere long
many more will be added to the
Church.

A week ago I held two meetlings
in the neighborhood where the
camp meetings were held, and bap~
tized two men and three women,
Others are investigating the doe-
trines. BStill the masses of the
ple manifest considerable indiffer-
ence in their researches after the
truth.

At no period of my life havel
taken more pleasure in the Latter-
day work than I do on this mission.

Respectfully,,
A. GALLOWAY.

+‘-

In the Ktate of Malne—Lost Iin the

Yorest—A Methodlist Prayer-Meet.
ing—FPreaching, ete.

FARMINGTON, Franklin Co.,
Maine, Oct. 5, 1876.

Fditor Deseret News:

Since writing to you from Graf-
ton, Oxford Co., this State, Sept.
15th, I have done much traveling
and held several meelings. The
portior of Maine is
very hilly and mountainous,
abounding in pictaresque delis and
vales, where *‘city people’” resort
during the heated term, to enjoy
the fishing, hunting and pure air,
The country is nearly covered, save
where settlers have made clearings,
with forest, and the early autumn
frosts have changed the color of the
foliage to the most varied and gor-

geous hues, Toa lover of the bean-
tiful in nature, it is a continual

feast to travel through this region
at this season of the year.
The portions of the State which

and bearing testimony of the Lat-

been kept very busy in traveling

I bave visited are thinly settled,
and the villages often far apart,

exhibits to Philadelphia on or be-
fore a specific date, when a com-
mittee of professionals appointed
by the Centennial managing boar
would select and hang werks suffie-
iently meritorious and indicative
ofthe nation’s art growth during the
past ¢entury. That this programme
nas not been carried out by foreign
nations we have abundant evi-
evidence. With one or two excep-
tions Earopean art schools are not
properly  represented. In the
French department we miss the
names of Jeading men, such as De
Ia Roche, Meissonier, Gerome,Dore,
and others, and look in vain ip the

verman gallery for a Kaulbach or |

a Liessing. Italy with her statuary
and Great Britain with her paint-
ings alone seem to have entered
into the enterprise with a right
spirit, and as a consequence their
display is not only representative,
but excels all others in quality,
and yet even here we would like
to have seen better samples select-
ed from the works of Maclise,
Landseer, Millais, or Hunt. That
the American department is non-
representative is patent to all. The
best works of our best living paint-
ers are not on exhibition.

1'he committee of selection have
proved themselves incompetent and
biassed. Instead ef selecting for
exhibition the best pictures coming
from and representing the different
States and Territories, whereby a
fair approximation could be fermed
of the artstanding of our lecal com-
munities, they have put on their
prejudiced go%Ehnan ruled out all
works but their own, harging them

on the walls by the dozen, and

filling out vacant spaces with sam-

ples from the easels of local favor-

Be
it remembered the majority of the{be said of 152, War Time, by

ites bound in the same cliques. (

selecting committee were all from
one city.) The result we find in

many instances is half a dozen pie-

tures by the same hand, and, still

worse, the majority of them the
““wall flowers” of a dozen exhibi-
great
rises are
e realize | fifty-four water-color paintings, all

tions past. America is
country, and all her ente
correspondingly great.

4 |the finest pictures in the exhibi-

Nos. 34, 35, 36 are ﬁo
W. C. T. Dobson A.,and near
by hangs No. 43, f?am .F‘afther and
Mither, by T. Fade, R. A., ene of

tion. 8. Fildes' No. 45, Applicants
at a Casual Ward,is a magnificent
picture. So also i3 No. 48, The
{ Railway Station, by W. P. Frith,
R. A. Quite a crowd (ladies prin-
eipally) continually hover around
the picture No, 57, Marriage of the
Prince of Wales, by the same
painter. No. 53, Batlle of Naseby,
by Sir John Gilkert, and 62, Dis
puted Zoll, by H. Hardy, are good.
Nos. 70 and 71 are by F. Holl and

are very, fine in drawing and
color, but mournfull molanchnliy
in ect. No. 77, Holman Hunt’'s

N
porft of himself,shows us the ex-
of realism. We regret that

tre
this is the only picture by the
pre-Raphaelite in the Exhibition.

great

Millais, R, A., eonsidered by many
| at the head of the English sehools,
sends one indifferent picture only,
No. 115, FEarly Days. The Sick
Monkey, No. 87,by Landseer, is very
fine, but why could we met have
had one of Bir Edwin’s larger and
better piectures. Leighton’s Sum-
mer Moon, 96, and Eastern Slinger,
08, are very fine in color and draw-
ing. The Banquet Scene, Macbeth,
No. 107, by Maclise, R. A.,is very
E‘r;nd in composition and d’rnwlng.
The varied ‘expression in the faces
of the
but the
in coler.

b

1

picture is e¢old and leaden

|

figures is capitally rendered, l

anderlyn, Morse, Sully, Elliott,
and others are represented.

The French department does not
justice to the great art Joving na-
tion. Three large pictures, No. 48,
Portrait of Mile. Croizeet, by Du-
ran, No. 63, Death of Casar, by
Clement, and No. 76, Rispak pro-
tecling the Bedies of her Sons, by
Becker, command the most atten-
tion, more prcbably from their size
tban their merit, the last named
being sufficiently horrible to satisfy
the most morbid taste. In land-
scape we have an admirable exhi-
bition of medioecrity, not more than
one or two distinguished names are
found In the catalogue. A style
of landscape, pernicious to all§good
taste, by the followers of Corot, de-
serves condemnpation. Who ever
can discover merit in the unnatural
dsubs 317, A Canal, by Breton, or
185, Landscape, by Daubigny, pos-
sesses more lmagination than is
common to mortals. |

Germany is even worse than
France. In the Jong lines of tame
conventionality we find nothing
striking or original, the only merit
a technical academic skill, in ef-
fects of light and shade and the
%“lenting of rocksjand foliage.No.99,

Gossips I.H Meyer Von Bre-
men, and llﬁ, Storm, by Achen-
bach, are passable pictures. No.45,
Capitulation of Sedan, by Harach, |
and 134,the same subject, by Braun,

_ No. 114, Wind on the
Wolds, by Geo. Mason, is a sweet

little gem. John Pettie's T nuch-l

stone and Audrey,; No. 133, is a fine
tare, meéully ﬁxﬁglt-ﬂﬁ.. L;J;:E-Lg
. leaving Westminster, No.
an excellent pieture by L. G. Pott,
Poynter’s Ibis Girl, and Prin-
sep's Deat’ of Clsopatra, 143, are
fine samples of art. The same ﬁ?n
V=
iere, 1565, Younrg Whittington, by
Sant, 159, Imogen, by Miss Starr,
and 162, Only a Rabbit, bi-Btomy.
Nos. 164, 165, 166, are by L. Alma,
Tadema, celd and chalky in eolor,
but deeply interesuiny Lo the anti-
quarian. _
The English department exhibits

L sent on the average better pictures

show in both pictures a catering |
for royal favor. We see little of
the locality and a great deal of
Eiﬂﬂﬂ ¢“Fritz’”’ and his royal fa-|
er. -
Belgium aund the Netherlands

than Franee and Germany,
Sweden sends also a few exam-
ples. gof £1:
Austria oceupics the east end of
Memerial Hall. . She makes a bet-
ter show ef merit than her Euro-
pean neighbors. Some  of her
landscapes are good, but do not

ter-day work, in connection with

the local brethren of this confer-
ence., We have held a good many
open-air mneetings in various parts
of this conference. Thousands of
people have assembled at all our|
meetings, and listened with great
attention. In all my experience in
ruissionary life, which extends over
a period of nearly thirty years, I
bave not attended better meetings
amongst the world than those held
at Howden-le-Weir, New Shilden
and vieinity. Although a few en-
thusiastic religionists did their best
to attract the ple's attention
from our meetings, theirs was a
failure, ours a success., The means
employed to detract from our meet-
ings only added interest to them.
Atone place we nearly emptied

day, so anxious were the people to|
hear councerning the gospel, and
Utah and the ‘““Mormons.” I ean-
not but believe that good will result
from such gatherings. !

A few weeks ago [ visited Edin-
burgh and spent a wevk in the Gen-
eral Register Office, hunting the
records of bye-gone days. I was
very successful in my researches
for my auncestors. I collected what

ticulars I wanted of over four
undred of them. '

I also visited Glasgow and attend-
ed two meetings on Bundaﬁwith
the Saints in their hall. Elders
Park and MeFarland were present.
In the evening I went with these
brethren and a good many of the
Saintsand held an open air meet-
ing on Glasgow Green, a very
respectable meeting. Elder Me-
Farland occupied most of the meet-
ing. I bore my testimony to the
tn;th of the restoration af the Gcs~-
pIﬂ"ﬁ'hfl:uilia'ilzx Scotland I wvisited a
good many of my relatives, and
was treated with a greal deal of
Kindness by all that I visited, but
they manifest liftle interest .in the
plan jof salvation. How truly are

_—

compare with the English or
American. The most attractive
picture is Makart’sCatarina Corna-

ro, No. 1, a very small subject on a
|large canvass, conventional and

the prophet’'s wordd verified, “I

will take oneof a city and two of a

family and lead themjto Z!on.”
About three weeks ago, as 1 was |

Saints remain in it.

the services of a
the

and traveling in the good old way,
i.e., ‘““without purse or scrip,’”’ I of-

ten meet with romantic incidents.
and interesting episodes, accounts
of which, recorded in my diary,
read very much like fiction, zo
wonderfully is the providence and
protecting care of my heavenly
Father manifested in my behalf at
times. Friends are raised up unto
me in the very hour, yes, the very
moment, of need, and my way Iis
always opened up {of the prosecu-
tion of the work of the Master, and
though L am often fatigued physi-
cally, my spirits are Kkept buoyant
by the blessings [ receive.

There are a few old tiwed Saints
remuaining in this State, who siiil

retain a portion of the light re.
ceived through the ordinaunces of
their churchesand chapels for that | the gospel, but the sad examples
of shipwrecked faith which I meet

with

show the danger of being
evercome by the world

if the

F

The villige of Grafton, from

which I wrote last, is hut a few

miles from the New Hampshire
line, across which, and twelve
miles from Grafton, lies the village

of Milan, which I was very desir-

ous of visiting. The region is wild
and still unsettled, and there Was
no direct road from Graffon to Mi-

[ lan,and I had to choose betweeu ge-

ing by a very circuitousrouteé, more
than trebling the distance or
traveling afoot.over & 10w range of
mountains and through a dense for-
est which occupies the intervening
twelve miles of country. I decided
to do the latter, and so, on the
morning of the 18th ult., I procured -
uide to show me

the woods were

path by whic
give me other

first entered and to
information concerni
t{! takEn Et-{‘. 3 :

I plunged into the dark woods
unhesitatingly, and succeeded, by
the aid of “'spotted trees,” in keep-
ing the extremely dim path, for
about three miles, then it became
lost entirely. I had provided my-
gself with a compass by the aid of
which I kept my course some dis-
tance further, but the compass

ng the course




