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THE DESERET NEW S.

Letter From President Geo. A. Smith,

We have been favored with the

rusal of a letier from President
&‘e;mrge A. Smith to his sen John
Henry, in this city, from which we
extract Lthe following—

HDTF.L- BruN, Bologna,
Jan. Sth, 157..

With thanks to our heavenly
Father for his mercies 1 can inform
you that myself antd company are
in good health. Bro. George Dun-
ford. for business reasons, started
for home yesterday. Ille was a
pleasant companion to travel with
and we regret much the necessity
of his return.

We spent five days in Venice,
which was peculiarly interesting to
me for its historical associations and

uliar location. At the time
that Attila invaded Italy, and des-
troyed Aquilla, which was then the
great mart of trade in northern
italy, the panie-stricken inhabit-
ants of the neighboring towns, fear
ing a like fate from the barbarian,
100k sheltsr in some low mud is-
lands or banks, forered by the wash
of several rivers, north ofthe Po, in
what is called the lagoon of the
Adriatie, driving piles in the mud,
using the various streams as
canals, covering the piles with
cement and mud, laying upon them
foundations of rock, from which in
an incredibly short time grew the
rreat naval power of the republie of

"énice, which retained its indepen-
dence thirteen hundred years, and
may probably during one thousand
yvears have been considered a first-
class power. Its government,
though termed republican, was a
consolidated aristoeracy, and very
tyrannical. But few of the people
had the right to vote, and they
elected fromk the aristocratie class
the renate, and the senate sclected
forty of their number, who again
selected ten, who again selected
three of their number, in whose
hands was centred a good deal of
absolute power.

The Grand Doge or reigning duke
was elected for life by the senators,
and seemed to ss much greater

owers than the sovereignsof Eng-
and do at the present time. Some
of these reigning presidents were
men of extraordinary ability, and
extended the dominion of Venice
over many islands and countries.
One of them captured and plunder-
ed Constantinople and brought from
that place many trophies, which
were shown us with pride and sat-
isfaction.

The ecanals of Venice are streets,
the carriages are boats
dolas. They are all imilt of one
pattern and painted black. There
are but three horses in the city,
which contains one hundred and
Lhirty thousand inhabitants; every
hotel, wealthy gentlemanand busi-
ness mman have their boats tied to
thelr doors. The republican govern-
ment was extinguished by Napol-
I.in 1797, and although the place
submitted to his authority without
any resistance, he committed many
acts of vandalism, such as carying
away many choice paintings, sta-
tues and souvenirs of Venetian
greatness to Paris: plundering the
churches of their golden and silver
ornaments, and sending them to
the mint: seattering the monks and
nuns to the four winds, telling the
nuns they should be raising
boys to fill his armies] breaking in
pieces the winged lion. wherever it
was to be found, it being the proud
emblem of Venetian power; de-
stroying the magnificent ship in
which the Grand Doge of Venice
had married the Adriatic seven
hundred times, and cast into
the sea as many gold rings. An
immense amount of gold and sil-
ver used in ornamenting this ves-
s¢l he sent to the mint. Venice
had two hundred churches, many
of them wery costly edifices; sixty-|
seven of these he tore down,convert-
ing the land on which they stood
and their materials to other pur-
poses. A monastery which con-
tained 1,200 monks was converted
into a custom house. Up to this
time all the dead had been buried
in churches. This he prohibited,
and since that time a cemetery has
grown up in the lagoons, formed hy
the earth deposited there for the
purpose of making an island, and
i% being en d from year to year
hy the mud which is taken from
the canals, which are a’8 numerous
as the streets of other ecities. This
mud isa clay, and is secured by
piles cap with cement, upon
which walls are built next to the
sea. The ground is raised six feet
above high watermark. The dead
are buried four feet helow the sur-

faee. The poor are buried in
trenches, one coffin lying close
against another, but only one tier
| deep. The last one buried is left
uncovered, ready for the next one
to be laid against it, and then the
trench is filled. Twenty-four of this
class had been buried there this
vear when I was there, the sixth of
January. Ground for single graves
could be purchased by any persons
for eighteen franes, and all who
felt able buried their dead on
their own ground thus ob-
tained. These private graves are
all marked with a eross, many of
iron, some of wood and many of
stone. The monuments were gen-
erally plain and tasteful. A small
cnelosure  beautifuly decorated is
used for a Protestant burying place.
Among the number buried there,
were many English and Germans,
but only one American, William
Sparks, nged thirty, died August
19th, 1849. Few Americans have
had the opportunity to dmfv a tear
over this lonely grave of their fel-
low eountryman, He was U. 8.
Consul at Venice at the tinie of his
death. A large addition to the
(‘atholic cemetery has just been
finished, and brought into use. The
hundreds of palaces along the Grand
‘anal,many of them fine specimens
of architecture, are mostly going to
decay. While Venice belon to
the Austriang, which was about
fifty years, the Austrian govern-
ment made Trieste the port of en-
try and few ships visited Venice.
But now, under the Italian govern-
ment, its trade has revived, and
steamers and ships give soeiability
and character and commercial life
to the almost dead eity. We heard
expressions of approbation and
loyalty to Vietor manuel and to
[talian unity, though they seem to
fecl heavily the inecreased taxation
which it has cost to bring it about
—two wars with Austria, cne with
Naples and one with the Statés of
the Chureh.

I am satisfied that Victor Eman-
uel is personally {Jopu]ar with the
people. While in Venice we visited
two glass factories, where many fine
specimens of glass were produced.
We vigited the palace of Vietor
Emanuel, or about a hundred rooms
of it, which he oceupies during h
annual visits to Venice, the ol
' palace of the Doges, the Senate and
Council Chambers, the ancient
prison, erossing the Bridge of Sighs
and returning
monument in 8t. Mare's square,
the highest in Venice, visited the

of antiquities, the arsenal, the Ar-

ing which may have been more
imaginary than real, as the house of
Shylock, the merchant of Venice,
where the ecity now keeps a pawn-
broker’s office. Our guide showed
ux the first chureh built in Venice
in 421, the house of Othello, the

larco Polo, the great Venetian
traveler and explorer in Asia, the
palace of the Queen of Cyprus, and
many other places that history, art
or Pmtr}* have rendered familiar
with us. Our guide showed us many
holy relies preserved in St. Marc’s
cathedral; the coffin containing the
body of St. Mare, whicl he assured
us was genuine, it havinl; been
brought from Alexandria eight hun-
dred years ago. The body had been
smuggled on board a Venetian shi
in a basket of vegetables, thus elud-
ing the vigilance -of the infidel
guard, and hringing the remains of
the Evangelist to Venice, to rest in
amarble coffin and to become the

mon’s temple, that were semi-
transparent, a slab of granite, seven

upon which the Savior stood, when
he was transfigured, a slab from the

stricken  ofl' by the ecommand

said, ‘“There is preserved his head.”
The door is only opened on Fridays.
The marble c¢hair of St. Mare, and
many other relies, he assured me
were Fonuine, as they had been
brought
years ago,

I have to-day bheen looking at
some tombstones and remains of
JEtrusean nobles, which were buried
three thousand years ago. There
are many good specimens of gold
jewelry and ornaments of earth and
glass and metal, showing that the
inhabitants of Bologna three thou-
sand years ago were
with many of the agts,

| GEo. A, SMITH.
e — - —

I Towwn, — Judge Wilson, formerly

Chief Justice of Utah, is in town.

We_ ascended the|g fair compensation therefor, exclu-

Academy of Arts, several galleries | struetion of said road. All proceed-

menian convent, and many other| had in the district court of the dis-

called gon- | places, particulars related concern-| trjict embracing the land.

wlace of Desdemona, the house of |

patron saint of the city. Ourguide|of the U
showed us some columns of Solo-| egeh of the Territories of the United

feet by seven, from Mount Tabor, | whie

prison of John ‘the Baptist, upon |

which his head fell when it was ially appointed, and perform the
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to Venice eight hundred | jttorney, United States marshal,

acquainted } or compensation being taxed by
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| A BILL

Granting rights of -way to railroad
companies in the several
Territories.

{This blil passed! the House Jan. 27, 1873.]

|

Be it enacted by the Senale and
House of Represenfatives of
the Uniled States of America in
Congress ascembled, That in the
several Territories the right of way
across the publie lands, not exceed-
ing two hundred feet in width, and
twenty acresof land for every ten
miles of road for the erection of
suitable gtation-buildings,turn-outs,
reservoirs, switehes, and machine-
shops, are hereby granted to any
railroad eompany incorporated un-
der the general railroad incorpora-

{ tory, shall be

tion law of the proper Territory.
This act shall not apply within the
limits of any Indian or military
| reservation without a special act of
Con Where guch railroad
shall through a mountain ean-
{nn, efile, or pass, the right of way |
hrough the same shall not be ex-
clusive, and any other road shall
have the right to pass through the |
same, but not in such a manner as
to impair the track or operation of
the road first constructed. In case
such railroad shall not be com-
pleted within five years after the
formation of the co tion, the
rights herein granted shall be for-
feited as to the uncompleted por-
tion of its line. No Territory shall
in any manner give or loan its credit
to any railroad company; nor shall
any county or municipality therein
do 8o, unless duly authorized there-
to by an act of the Territorial Legis-
lature; nor unless said act shall be
ratifled by a two-thirds vote of
those voting on the question. And
no
lent in the county or munici-
{nlity affected thereby, and who
1a8 paid taxes on real or personal
property to such county or munici-
pality on the last property assess-
ment preceding the election, shall
be authorized to vote on said ques-
tion. The legislature of the proper
Territory may in its general incor-
poration law provide for the man- |
nér in which private Jands and pub-
lie lands occupied under the land-
| laws of the United States may be

1

rson except a qualified elector|

condemned to the extent and for
the purg)m hereinbefore men-
tioned, but no condemnation
shall be made without first making

sive of any benefit that may accrue
to the owner on account of the con-

ings for such conde:nnation shall be

: /W EEEE W
To promote public justice in the

several Territories of the United
States.,

[Presented by Mr. Logan, Jan. 17, 1873, read
twice, referrad 1o the Committes on'Terri-
i wtories, and ordered to be printed. )

Be it enacted by the Senate cnd
House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, That it shall be
the duty of each of the several
United States marshals, in person,
or by his deputies, to attend all the
courts held by the United States
Judges, in any Territory of the
United States in which sueh mar-
shal may be officially aecting, and
to serve and execute all process and
orders issued or directed by said
courts, or by judges thereof. A0

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty
nited States attorney for

o

States, personally, or by his deputy
or assistant, to attend all the courts

‘hich may be held by the United
States ju_{.)lges, or any of them, in
each of the several Territories for

hich such attorney may be offic-

rosecuting attorney in
erritory, for all offenses
against the laws of such Territory,
as well as against the laws of the
(United Statos, and shall prosecute
all suits to which the Territory is a
party: and that each United States

and grand and petit juror shall re-
ceive, for his services in eriminal
cases, or proceedings arising under
the laws of the Territory in which |
he may be acting, the same fees or
compensation as are allowed for
like services in criminal cases or
proceedings arising under the laws
of the United States: and such fees

the court or judge before whom the
services were rendered, or,in the
case of the attorney and marshal,

Februaryls 187S.

paid to the said at-
torney, marshal, and jurors respec-
tively, from the territorial treasury
annually, on the third Monday in
December, '

Bee. 2. That whenever a district
Judge of any Territory of the United
states shall determine that a grand
or petit jury will he needed at a
term of his court, the said judge,
the United States attorney, and

nited States marshal for =uch
Territory shall make a list, in writ-
ing, of the names of ome hundred
male citizens of the United States
residing in said district, and who
have resided six months in said
Territory, and shall affix there-
to their certificate to the ef-
flect that the same is the list
from which the grand and petit jur-
ors are tobe drawn for the ensuing
term of the court, and skall cause
the same to be filed in the office of
the clerk of the said court. And
whenever the judge shall order the
clerk to issue a venire, the clerk, in
the presence of the said attorney
and marshal, or their deputies, shall
write the names contained in the
said list each on a separate slip of
paper, all the slips being of the
same size and kind, shall fold them
uniformly so that the name written
thereon shall be concealed: shall
then place them in a covered box,
and thoroughly fhix and mingle
them, and shall then draw there-
from the requisite number of
names. If a grand jury be required.
it shalldbe drawn first. Both grand
and petit juries thus drawn shall
consist of the same number of men
as are required in the eireuit and
distriet courts of the United States,
The clerk shall make a Jist in writ-

ing of the names of the persons

constituting each panel =o drawn:
and the clérk, attorney, an
marshal shall affix thereto their cer-
tificate to the fact, the time and
place of such drawing, and file the
same in the oflice of the said clerk,
who shall forthwith issue a venire
to the said marshal, commanding
him to summon the men %o drawn
to attend and =erve assuch {ur{m; at
the time and place previously desig-
nated by the said judge. And such
jurors shall constitute the regular
nel for suc¢h term of the court,and
or all cases, whether arising under
the laws of the United Statesor un-
der the laws of the said Terri-

tory. If at any time talesmen
shall be required, their names may

be drawn from the said box by the
clerk in open court or they may be
summoned from the bystanders, or
from the vicinage, as the presiding
Judge shall direct. No- challenge
shall be allowed on the ground that
a juror had been summoned or had

{served at a previous term of the

court. FEach party, whether in
¢ivil or eriminal ecases, shall be al-
lowed six peremptory challenges.

| In eriminal cases the court and not

the jury shall pronounce the pun-
Ishment, under the limitation pre-
scribed by the law. |

Sec. 4. That all fines imposed by
the district eourts for violation of
the laws of the Territory and paid
shall be deposited in a national
bank by order of the presiding
judge, and shall be expended, so
far as may be necessary, to pay the
taxable fees and charges of oflicers,
Jurors, and'witnesses in proceedings
to enforce the said laws,

Sec. 5. That in all suits or pro-
cedings at law or in equity, where-
in the United States are neithera

rty nor interested, the costs may

e taxed against and collected of
the proper parties, under the direc-
tion of the court, or of the clerk
thereof, and the collection thereof
enforced by execution or attach-
ment against the property of the
party. The fees of the jury shall be
advanced by the winning party.

See. 6. That in prosecution for
the erime of higamy or polyegamy,
proof of cohabitation by AIE accused
as husband or wife, or the acknowl-
edgment of the party accused of the
existence of the marital relation of
husband and wife,shall be sufficient
to sustain the prosecution.

See. 7. That each distriet judge may
appoint one commissioner for each
county in his distriet, who shall
have the same authority, as an ex-
amining and committing magis-
tate, as that possessed by the said
judge, and who shall be allowed
the same fees and compensation
that are allowed like officers in the
States, IPees for such services, un-
der the laws of the Territory, shall
Le paid out of the territorial treasu-
ry, annually, on the third Monday
in December, Each judge may fix
the time and places of holding dis-
triect courts in his district,
for the transaction of business
arising under the laws of the Ter-
ritory, and the number of terms

hy the supreme court of the Terri-

which may be held annually.,

district courts shall have exelusive
original jurisdiction of all actions
for divorce, and shall take jurisdic-
tion of such actions now pending
therein. Esaech distriet court In the
Territory may appoint a short-hand
reporter, whose duty it shall be to
report and transeribe the testimony
and proceedings in such eriminal
cases as shall be designated by the
Judge of said eourt, and who shall
receive the same fees or compensa-

I'tion therefor as are allowed for like

services in the eireuit courts of the
United States. Such fees or com-
pensation for services in  ¢ases or
proceedings arising unler the laws
of the Territory, being taxed by the
court or judge, shall be paid to such
reporter from thej territorial treas-
wry, annually, on the third Monday
in December; and in case the terri-
torial legislature shall fail to make
provision for the payment of the
fees and compensations by this act
made chargeable upon the territor-
ial treasury, then in such case the
same shall be paid ont of the funds
which have been or shall be appro-
priated by Congress to defray the
expenses of the territorial legisla-
ture and for the compensation of
the members thereof.

- Eorrespondene.

LivERPOOL, Jan. 8th, 187,
Flder A. M. Cannon.

Soon after my arrival in this land,
President Carrington assigned me
to the Liverpool Conference, where
I have continued to labor up to the
present time. 1 have fuuntl in my
travels many zealous and kind
hearted persons who are making
active eflorts with a view of effect-
ing their emigration, and who look
forward to that event with fond
hope and bright anticipation, and
feel confident that their turn will
come some time, thus feeling hope-
ful of the future. Many are very
poor and destitute, vet like the
widow are ready and willing to
share their scanty substance, and it
poor in this worid’s goods are rich
in spirit and good works, and
feel happy in the work of the Lord.
There aresome here who have rela-
tives and friends in Utah who have
made promises, and to whom they
«till Jook for assistance, feeling mor-
tified and dimpi}niuted that they
have not kept their word and ren-
dered them assistance, when in
some instances no doubt it has been
within their power to do =o.

Wages at the present are better
than for some time past, but every
articlée of consumption is propor-
tionately high, so that "it does not
benefit the poor very much. In the
instance of a family of small chil-
dren who are unable to work, the
present system isaninjury. In the
towns and villages of this country
there are thousands wrechedly ¢lad
and miserably filthy, and but for the
mild and solt weather would hbe
driven to greater destitution and
suffering. The eclass most to be
pitied are children, whkose parents
in some and probably many instan-
ces find their way to ale houses and
other places of dissipation, where
they loiter their time and spend
thelr scanty pittance, thus gratify-
ing unbridled passion and bring-
ing sorrow and misery on them-
selves and offspring. Yet this
class will unite with the elergy and
others to fan the flame of persecu-
tion and cry, “*Down with the Mor-
mons.”™  All reem to overlocok the
corruption and depravity at home
more or less in every city, town,
and village.

At present there is but little in-
terest manifested by the people in
hearing or receiving the truth, In-
fidelity seems to be increasing, in-
deed the different dogmas and
tenets of men-made institutions
that are promulgated are salculated
to drive people to infidelity. The
wize men of this time have fine
ahility for explaining events away.
No matter what oceurs they ean set
the public mind at rest, invariably
denying that the Lord is bringing
about these changes for the further-
ance of his work and the continu-
ation of his purposes on the earth.

I am pleased to hear of the gen-
eral peace and prosperity in Utah,
though some of Satan’s emisaries are
badly wounded. They doubtless are
only awaiting convalescence to re-
new the attack, and in the mean
time making every preparation to
insure success,

Please remember me kindly to
Presidents Young and Wells,and al-
s0 to Br. Geo. Q., also axcept my
best wishes for many happy New
Years for yourself and family, and
extend the same to my friends

Yours in the covenant.

The

JOIIN NEFF.



