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NEWS SATURDAY

Salt Lake Tabernacle, Sunday, Decmeber
30, 1906, by

ALBERT SMITH AND
PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.
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you have not investigated
it: and while you sea the frujts of
Mormonism In the llves of Its devotees,
and whila yon speek tavorably of what
they have accomplished and commend
yo1 do not realize that
what they have sccomplished has been
dona by reason of the gospel which
they have received and by pumng. Into
effect its truths and -principles,
has been my privilage to teach in a
private way many of the truthas of the
brospel. 1 remember one gentlemnan par-
ticularly who was vary much aston-
Jshed, he sald, at the progress that wo
have made as & people along the lina
of education. 1 told him that it should
not astonish him very much, for educa-
tlon is the very fundamental of the
We believe that a
rman cannot be saved in lgnorance, We
pelleve that men are saved no faster
than they gain knowledge and apply It
‘ongequently we
hings that will ennoble, MNft up and
honefit us here, not alone for the satis-
aotion they glve us here, but in order
hat we may be better qualified for the
probation towards which we are all
astening, and to which we will all
me gooner or later,
reference to the Word of Wisdom, the
avoiding of stimulants and narcotics,
receives conslderation at the hands of
many of the great and good men and
women of our country, They see in it
an ald to develop and bulld up charac-
ter and to obtain that brain power
which our Father intended they should
upy, instead of seelng the race go
Aown broken to pieces by the violation
of aws of heaith and life,

WORLD ACCEPTING MORMONISM.

% with reference to other things
We find that the
wid 1s gradually accepting Mormon-
i They do not accept it as Mor-
malsm, nevertheless they are accept-
the truths which
bs. They comprehend that there
bgmething (n this work that Is unlike
withing elsa In the world,
el our young people golng into the
Verid as preachers of the gospel, lack-
Iig In many cases that highereducation
i Is customary umong other minig-
i bot filled with an carnesiness and
At that convinees those who hear
that they themselves really be-
it the messnge they bear. Little by
Ut we are stamping upon the civil-
ulion of the age the truths that our
Puther has glven unto us,
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Lord as it bears witness that they
teach the truth, has brought to my
eyes tears of joy on many occasions,
1 am proud of the men who are min-
istering In the Hastern and Southern
states as missionaries. Durlng our
visit Brother [toberts and I have met
over 400 of them, all of whom have
stood on their feet and expressed
their firm conviction that they were
laboring in the cause of God, Not
one but what has been willing Lo say,
“Y am In the hands of my Father,
rendy to stay in the mission field ns
long &8 I am needed by the Lord.'
80 1 fee] that they are worthy our
confidence and support. They are go-
ing from door to door, teaching the
glad tidings of great joy, and their
words are taking root in the hearts
of honest people. The presidents of
those mlurona are full of zeal and
foith and are un honor to the Church,

MAGNITUDE OF MORMONISM.

Day by day the magnitude of this
work has increased among the children
of men, and many are constrained to
glorify the name of our Father in
heaven becauses of Mormonism, We
have met some who have supposed that
we did not have charity and love for
those not of our faith., ‘When they
have found that the gospel we teach
advocates the salvation of the souls of
all men, and that our mission is to
bring to others the joy and happiness
we ourselves have found within the
fold; when they have discovered that
we are willing to dedicate our lives to
the proclamation of this truth without
pay, they have looked and wondered,
and have been consirained to say that
this must be something more than the
work of man. So today I rejolce and
thank my Father for the work with
which we are identifled. T thank Him
for the free Institutions of our great
country. I thank Him for the safe-
guards that have been placed around
the nation with which we are connect-
ed, 1 feel imbued with the spirit of
the Book of Mormon, wherein it teaches
that this Is the land of Zion, the fa-
vored ‘lJand ot the Father, where the
truths of salvation wmay be taught
without let or hindrance. We find in
the Book of Mormon the word of the
Lord that no king shall rule over this
land, and that He will destroy him who
shall raise up o King in thig land. So
we look forward to bright prospects (n
the promulgation of the truth. No
national religlon will rise up to stifle
the true gospel; but liberty of press,
liberty of speech, and freedom of con-
science, are vouchsafed to all men by
the Constitution of our great country,
and that liberty that we enjoy s being
disseminated among the children of
men, to the glory of God and the bless-
ing of His children.

I pray that we may so live as to he
worthy exemplars of His cause. 1
pray that our lives may be suych that we
may show by them that we are indeed
believers. in the Lord Jesus Christ, 1
pray that euch of us, when the final
summons shall come and we are called
home to the God who gave us life, may
be In such a position that not one of
our brothers and sisters of other faiths
may be able to rise up and accuse us
of neglect, unfaithfulness, or a lack
of determination in bringing to them
ths gospel and bearing testimony to
its truth. May the Lord add His bleas-
Ings, and may Hlis peace ablde with
U, my brethren and sisters, May
His peace ablde with our great natlon,
angd thoge who stand at the head, May
thiat love and kindness which charac-
tefized the life of our Elder Brother,
Jegue Christ, continue to grow and de-
velop, and be disseminated among the
children of men, unti] one by one they
ghall know the volce of His servants
and become a part of the great work
with which we are identified, May
these blessings be yours, and peace,
joy and contentment ba in your hearts.
and a glorious, happy new year open
to yvou along the pathway of life. and
in the preparation for eternity in the
presence of our Father, This is my
prayer In the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen,

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F, SMITH,

I sincerely hope that the good Spirit
of the Lord may direct what shall be
sald further thls afternoon. 1 cannot
say that I feel particularly in the spirit
of talking, but I so seldom have the op-
portunity of meeting with the Latter-
day Saints and our friends who assem-
ble in this hall that I felt this after-
noon it would be proper for me to at
least attempt to say a few words,

I have been delighted in Hatening to

the remarks of Brother George Albert
Smith, who, in company with Brother
B. H. Roberts, has been making a tour
of the BEastern and Southern States
missions, visiting the conferences, hold-
ing meetings with the saints, and ox-
korting them, as well as those who are
aynong them as teachers, to renewed
dlligence and faithfulness in the great
work of the Lord. Other misslong have
also been visited by different brethren.
One of the aposties and one of the
seven presldents of seventles have vis-
fted the Northern and Central States
missions, while the Northwestern
States. and, California- migsions have
heen visited by others of ' brethren.
From all these sources we have heard
good tidings, excellent reports. ‘L'hose
who have been out to these vartous
flelds of labor bear good testimony to
the faithfulnesg of the clders that are
there, and the presiding officers, and to
the good work that Is belng accom-
plished through thelr energy and minls-
try in the Interests of the cause of
truth.

Apparently there 1s everything to en-
courage, and but very lttie to discour-
Age the Latter-day Balnts with refer-
enca to the future prospects of Zlon,
bhoth at home and abroad. We have
reagon to belleve that if the world s
not growing better in a moral sense, or
If peace on earth and good will to men
I# not becoming more noticeable amonyg
the nations, T think we may at least
safely say that the world is moving,
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Ana that the fnhabltants of the earth
are progresging,

CHANGE IN RELIGIOUS THOUGHT,

It wo will reflect basck 70 vears or
more—within the lifetime of many who

are asgembled here today—we may ree

call many theorles, {deas, ang religlous
dog! which were taught in those
days, but which we hear very ittle of
today; and T take this as an Indica-
tion that the world Is progressing, at
loast In some qirections. For (nstance,
at that time |t was the almost univer~
sal bellef among the so-called Christian
people of the world that the canon of
seripture way full, and that the heave
ens werae sealed over the heads of moen,
no more to be opened; that God haa
ceased to revenl himself to His chil-
dren, and had only left to them the
record—and a very meager record, af
that—of the ministrations of the Bon of
God and His dlseiples in thoe meridlan
of time and a history of the dealings of
God with Hir children In formesr days,
That was the condition of the world
when Joseph Smith, the boy ewophet,
was called forth and bhegan his miaslon
In the world by declaring that this jdes
was false, that the heavens were not
sealed over the heads of men, that the
canon of ecripture was not full, that
the time had not come when God had
ceased to have regard for Hig children
apon the earth, or to speak to them,
if they were worthy ang gought Him In
falth. Soon after the declaration by
the Prophet Joseph Smith of thig prin-
eiple, and ‘Its demonstration through
the visitation of the father and the
Son unto him, and the subgequent vise
ftation of angels unto him from time to
time, for the purpose of conferring upon
him the keys of the various dispensa-
tions of the gospel, to it and prepare
him for the laving of the foundati 'ns
of the great lntter day work-—soon after
thig we began to hear of new revela-
tlon, spirit-rapping, spiritual manifes-
tations, Spliritualism sprang up and
spread all over the earth, almost like
a flond; and instead of people clinging
to the old notlon that there was to be
no more revelation or spiritual mani-
festation, they flocked to Spirituallism.
Even professcd ministers of the gospel
became imbued with it and expressed
thelr bellef In It, confessing that there
was a living principle connected with
| 198

When the Latter-day Saints were ex-
pelled from the state of Missour], one
of the prineinal charges brought
against them was that they belleved In
revelation gnd In prophets. The com-
manding general who wag entrusted
with the order of the governor of the
state to exterminate the Mormons from
Missour!, volunteered the statement to
the salnts that if they would cease to
believa In revelation and In prophets
thera would be some relief for them;
otherwise they were doomed to destruc-
tion, and they need never eéxpect to see
thelr prophets and leaders again, for
their dle was cast and thelr doomn wag
gealed,

Today, however, the world is full of
revelation, of various kinds, But let mo
say to you there is only one Kkind of
revelation that 18 accepted of God, and
that {s the revelation which comes
through the channel He, Himself has
appointed, There are gpurious revela-
tlons; there are imitations; there are
bogus revelations. The world is full of
them today. But you do not hear now-
adays that old hue and cry, "No more
revelation; no more spiritual manifes-
tatlons; all those things are done away,
never to return.” The world has grown
@ little on that voint since the com-
mencement of this great latter-day
work,

FALSEHOOD SUPPLANTED BY

TRUTH.

In that day, {oo, we used to hear the
old Calvinistic doctrineg of election and
reprobation—that some were born to be
gaved, and some were born to be
damned; that do what they would,
they could not alter their destiny; that
those who were born to be saved would
be saved, no matter what they did, and
those who were born to be damned
would be damned. Joseph Smith
knocked that doctrine In the head by
the revelation of those grand principles
of the Gospel which place every man on
the foundation of justice and (ruth,
and which make it clear that every
man shall be rewarded according to his
works, Today you do not hear very
many preachers advocating the doetrine
of election and reprobation, It Is or s
rapldly becoming a thing of the past. 1
believe the world has grown in this
direction. It i1s bigger and broader, he-
cause, it has recelved prineciples and
intelligence that it did not possess until
the ke&yv of knowledge was restored to
the earth through the instrumentality
of the Prophet Joseph Smith.

SALVATION OF CHILDREN AS-
SURED.

I can remember hearing In the days
of my youth very eminent preachers of
religion declare that little children, not
a4 span long, if they were not baptized
or sprinkled, would be damned and go
to Lell, and that hell itself was lined
with  unbaplized children. Joseph
Smith put & veto upon this absurdity,
this foollsh, wicked notion, by revealing
ta the world the glorious prineiple that
all children are reédeemed by the blood
of Christ from the foundation of the
world; that no man will be condemned
for another's sins, neither will any man
be saved by another's righteousness or
faith; that every man will be Judged
according to his own works, and that
no man will be held accountable for
that whick he does not know or com-
prehend. The glory of God is intelli-
gence, and In orduer that we may ob-
tain exaltation {t s necessary to have
intelligence, Knowledge is power.
Therefore, little children, without
knowledge, without sin, without agen-
oy, are not damned. They are not un-
der condemnation for the sin of the
first parent, nor are they under con-
demnation for thelr own sin, because
they have not committed sin, They are
not responsible before God, and there-
fore they ave redeemed by the blood of
Christ, and are saved In the kingdom
of God, every soul of them, whether
bﬂptiznd or not, Furthermore, Joseph
Smith taught the doctrine—and it is the
doctrine of the Seriptures—that children
should not be baptized until they are
oid enough to understand good from
evil, right from wrong, light from dark-
ness; and that then they should be bup-
tized, because they desire to be, having
heen taught to have falth in God, to be-
lieve In the Lord, Jesus Christ, and in
His atonement, In baptism by Immer-
slon for the remission of sins, and In the
laylng on of hands for the gift of the
Holy Ghost. Children should be taught
these prineiples, and they should be
baptized when they comprehend them
and have fatth In them, and they are
not to be baptized before they arrive
at the age of understanding, Where
today do you hear ministers of the Gog-
pel loudly proclaiming this anefent fal-
hu-ia thix wicked doctrine, that {nnocent
children are consigned to everlasting
perdition, 1f perchance they are not
sprinkled before they dfe? "1 used to
hear it in the days of my youth; but |
hiuve not heard it of late, 1t s one of
those things that the world is outgrow-
ng, because light has come, and they
cannot reslst it,  And while this idea
may still be Included In thelr written
creads, they do not promulgate it to tfm
world like they used to do, Tharefore,
I say the world 1y getting bettor, ']’h(;
prefchers ara learning something, Men
are growing; for the light has come into
the world, and it s mighty hard for
men 1o oling to an error when it in ex-
posed by the light of truth.

FAMILY RELATIONE ETERNAL.

In my youth I heaurd taught man
time the dootrine that (n l‘lilm rcuurr’:eu2
tion there {8 neither marrying nor give
Ing In marrlage. That 1 true, because
the Lord has provided that these things
shall be attended to in this life. But
In that connectlon {t wis taught that
there 18 nelther male nor female In
the resurreetion, but that all ars
angels; thut the relationships which ex-
Ist between men aund  women In the
world end ut death, aud that when thay

from the dead tholy are no more
male or t;ml_la. but just angels, ‘Phis
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