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THE DESERET WILEEKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

HO, FOR THE FAIR!

——

The Territory of Utah, as such, was
not yet six monthaold when the Des-
eret Agricullural and Manufacturing
Society was established by Governor
Brigham Young, The charter ot the

society bearsdate of January 17, 1856,
s0 that now it is in its thiriy-ninth
year. During the period of its exist-
ence it has given twenty exhibitions.
That which will open in this city on
Qctober 2, will be the twenty-first.

It is & pleasure to recall these faots
concerning an lostitution whose exist-
ence is 8o much a part of Utah history,
and whoese record during these many
years has been eo singularly creditable.
On this eve of statehood 1t 18 a satisfac-
tion to point with pride tothe soclety’s
past and cordially to invite the public’s

articipation in it . present endeavors.
R‘he twenty-first exhibition, which be-
gins on Tuesduy the 2d, and concludes
on Baturday the 6tb, of pext October,
ought to be the rallying place of the
best and most beautiful that Utah can
produce. Tosuch asdo not yet know
of the productiveness of our goil, the
boundless resources of our Territory,
the weslth, ingenuity and advance-
ment of our people, the Fair of 1894
ought to be made to supply over-
whelming evidence thatin all that has
been said about Utah’s fitness for state-
hood, the half hath not been told. The
present seasen isone of extreme abun-
dance in fleld, orchard and garden,
Surely the display in the agricultur.
al department ought to be far and
away ahead of anything of the kind
ever witnessed in the mountains, Out
of all the talk and activity concerning
fhome manpfacture, there ought to
come the greatest industrial exhibit
this or any otber western common-
wealth has beheld. It is true that
mining is not at its best just now, but
the mines are still here, and their
treasures can be had for the taking, A
great objeot lesson in the importance
and ¢xtent of that gigantic industry
will be taught to every beholder if
the mineral department of the Halr is
properly represented. And g0 with each
and every one of the various pursuits
and avocations to which the people
of Utah have given themselves, Art,
solence, invention, industry, ocom-
merce, stock-growing—all are invited
to come and represent themeselves, and
give proof of the superiority in eaph
direction which patriotio Utonians are
ever on hand proudly to claim,

The officials of the D. A, and M.
sooclety are doing all in human power
to render the forthcoming exhibitjon
worthy and complete, The NEwWs ap-
peals to the people of the whole Terrl-
tory, and especlally to the leading clti-
zsns in each part of it, to take immedi-
ate and personal interest in the matter,
and to render willing and con-
tiouous aid in making it a success,
Owing to the World’s Fair at Chicago
no local exhibition was given last
year, The omission should have made
us keener than ever for a splendid suc-
<ess this year; and nothing but the
active support and -ymrnthy of the
people is now needed to Insure all that

! the most sapgnine can hope for.

The
entry and admission fees have been
reduced one-hall, so that the monetary
requirements upon the exhibitors and
patrons are placed at a minimum;a bold
step in view of the heavy expenses that
must be incurred,but we believe & wise
one, Its wisdom will be fully verified
if the hope ehall be realized that among
the well-to-do there will be a great
boom in the purchase of life-
memberships in the Boclety.
TFbere are many hundreds who
while perbaps exhibiting  noth-
ing else, can make a most acoept-
able display of patriotismm and public
spirit in the manner suggested, It
ought to be deemed a privilege, as at
no distant date it will be consldered a
bigh bonor, to be known as a life
member in the D, A, & M. Beciety of
Utah.

—_——

WHY DON'T YOU 60 TO CHURCH!?

Some time ago a Chicago paper
opened its columna tu correspondents
who might be willing to state their
individual reasons for not attending
religioua services, and the suggestion
drew forth & multitude of answers,

The jdea was presumably to ascertain
the real cause of the marked falling off
in attendance on places of worship, a
circumstance which hss more than
once caused apprehension in church
circles and for which no eflective
remedy bas as yet been found.

The answers given reflect agrowing
sentiment among the public regarding
existing creeds and denominatione. In
some the statement was nade with
considerable  bitterness, that the
preachers of the day are frandes who
preach for money, what they do notbe«
lieve, and what they do not practice,
Others believed that Chbristianity is
founded on & myth and stands in oppu-
gition to “truth as revealed through
science.” A lady correspondent re-
fuses to encourage the ““perpetuation ot
a falsehood that bhas cost millions ot
lives, millions of money and is today
responsible for the wickedness of the
people,”’ Bhe evidently alludes to the
bigotry of the churches in past ages,
whereby some of the most sanguinary
persecutions of the world have been
instituted, and also to the orthodox
dootrine of ealvation whereby a bad
“sinner” may be saved and a morally
correct Infidel] deamned, which she
thinks hes the eftect of putting a
premium on wirkedness sand to en-
courage immorality. Others object to
one or more Christian doctrines and
refuse to go and listen to thelr
promulgation. The dootrineof an eter-
nal hell is particularly objectionable,
One writer says: ‘““Memn who would
step agide in their path rather than
tread on a worm profess to believe in a
God who will consign to eternal torture
nine-tentbs of the human race, They
believe this, not thinking of the merci-
less and unspeakable Moloch they make
of Gou.”? Other objectionable doctrines
are the trinity of the Godhead, the
theory of vicarious atonement and the
inspiration of Beriptures. The above

is a brief but fair summary of the
reasons given for not attending church,

It does not devolve upon the Ngws
to champion the cause of Christianity
as represented by the divines of the
sects of the world, even if an effort
to do so could be attempted with any
hope of succese; but it will be noticed
that none of the objections, as ' far
as they carry truth with the
are applicable to the doctrines ang
worship of the Latter-day Saints, The
Gospel as revealed through Joseph, the
Prophet,and which is Chrlstllnlty pure
and simple, not only gives to tha sou]
peace and oy inexpressible, bridging
the chasm between time and eternity
but it proves its perfection as g tm‘
system by its harmuny with the sentij.
ments of a1l good and just men angd
women, no less than with logical rea.
soning and Divine revelation, It is
the coming religion of mankind, to
prevail when other systems shall have
been found inadequate,

Anpyone who will honest] =
partially study M(.'il'lm'.miluny :ﬁi’ ll;:o
struck with the truth of this remark
Lt the Christians of the world can be
justly accused of having made thejr
object of worehip & cruel Mologh the
Latter-day Salnts are lnnou.ni of
that  charge, Thelr  Gog is
the eternal = Father of  man.
kind, whose eflorts are directed
toward the salvation of Hig children
both in this world and hareaﬂer, Dot
withstanding tue ubavoidable ¢o
quernces of their tranegression of laws
by which worlds are governed. Ap
eternal hell with *“‘endless torment” jg
no part of the Goapel. The same cap
be said of the scholastic doctrine of
inspiration and the Athanasian gop.
fused idea of a trinity. Instead of thig
latter the Goepel teaches the existence
of a Godhead, the grandeur and iy.
finite glory of which is far beyond the
power of human Wwords, yet not of
such a nature as to need, when an at.
tempt at comprehension Is made con-
tradictions and msthematical im;)olu..
bilities,

Then, Murmonism never hag ne

and never will resort Lo perse

its  existence. Rellg;i’:ua om:::o:?
rance is the mark of jgnorapge
sud has always been 80  gap’
sidered ' by the Baints. ne of
Its cbief fealures is liberty to all o
think and speak and Worshlp in ap.
cordance with the dictates of their own
consciences, Within the boundaries of
law. A pecple w°i°th ]:uuh views

no more persecute their felig

than the first Chmululcould' e
warupon the Ksseves, for instance,
Persecutors have no doubg sometimey
been sincere, Lhinking they rendersq
truth a service by defending it, bug
the result has always been the with.
drawal of the SBpirit of Light from the
camp of the persecutors, and they
their cause have after a while foung
themselves in utter darkneas, Tolers.
tion is essential to the existence of itue
Christianity.

Finally, the expounders of Mor.
monism have no ground for
ing frauds and preaching what
they do not believe, as is charged thag
some others do, for the simple ressg
that they are not financiaily inter
in preaching the Gospel, If they ape
not in their own hearts convineed
they have received the truth and
a burning desire to impart their kpow.



