636

hateh n local designation for it.
Even In those days when nien hero-
fcally killed themselves saying,
“Let us make death proud to take
us,’? there was no local nume for it.
Perhaps this ailence of language is
the most cogent argument ngninst
the impiety and unnaturalpess of
the act.

In Iaw suicide is denominated
Jelo de sc. n low Latin phrase for “a
felon by himseif.”> Blackstone de-
fines it as one ‘‘that deliberately
puts np end to hir own existence, or
commits an unlaw ful, malleious act,
the consequence {8 his own death;
a8 if altempting to klil another, he
rung upon his antagonist’s sword,
or, shooting at another the gun
burats and kills himself. The party
must b of yenrs of discretion, and
in his senses, else it is no erime.??

The law of England treats suicide
a8 n felony. The punishment for-
merly inflioted consisted of igno-
minious burial by the highway, with
a stake driven through the body,
and without Christian rights; the
legal conseyuence was forfeiture of
the gooys and chattels to the crown.
The punishment in our day is com-

1rntfve]y nothing, owing puerhaps

the charitable belief that the self-
murderer is insane, otherwise the
Jelo de se ia still subject to for-
felture of goods and chattels and
to the deprivation of Christian
rites, and to midnight burial.

Buckle says that auicide is merely
4 product of the general condition of
society,’? that “Ina given state of
society a certain number of persons
must put an end to their own life,”?
Quutelet saya that ‘it s society
which prepares the erime; the guilty
man i only an instrument of cxecu-
tion.”” Pascale sa%ﬂ: “Happiness is
the object of all the actions of all
men—even of those who kill them-
seives.”” Cicero snys that “the Deity
which exerciges n movervign power
over us dues not allow us to quit life
without His permission; but whenHe
awalens in ua a just desire for death,
then the truly wise man ought to

ass with pleasure from these shades
celestinl  Lrightness.””  Bencea
snys: *If I suffer from disease, I
should not kill myself to escape
from pain, for that would be an act
ot'cownrdi’ce; but if I perceive that
my disease s incurable,I should end
my life, because the disense would
deprive me of all which can render
life worth having. It is cowardly
to die to vscape suffering; it is stupid
to live in order tosufler.” KEven
"Plato and Bocrates regarded suiclde
as a question of epportunism. In
the Roman Empire “mori licet cul
vivere non placet’? was the fashlon-
ahle maxim—*‘for wherever life has
not charms for him it is lawful to
die,”” China still respects and
ractices suicide. Japan has aban-
oncd it as an offielally organized
inatitution within the Inst few yenrs
only. The old Germanie and Celtic
races were all full of it.  But the
Celts were impellel by religious
motives. They burned themselves
in an osier idel. The Hindoos cast
themesel ves under the carof Jug{;er-
naut. The Romans when tired of
life threw themselves on  thelr
swords. The Greek Islanders as
Bocn a8 8sixty were willing look
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Ison together 850 as to leave suf-l

icient fuod for the younguer onea.

Revelntion says ““Thou shalt not
kill.”” There are many who hold
that thia command does’ not ecom-
prehend suicide. If this is not a
cominand of nature and of God,
then why have we not in some Inn-
Fuuge & local term for suicide; why
s every tongue and every race
placed this stigma of non-nomenism
upon it? Why is it self-murder or
geif-homicide or  self-slaughter?
Bimply because the command in-
cludes murder of self as well as of
fellow-man.  Joscphus  distinetly
gtates that it was contrary to law.
We neeud only read the Book of Job
to find out what the old Hebrew
could suffer before sceking self-
slaughter, Critics of the sccular
kin maintain  that there ia
no special punishment mentioned
in fbe ible for  self-mur-
der, aud that consequently it was
not criminal among the ancient
Jews. Then why does Job call on
God to end his prins by naturnl
denth, when he himself (Job) had
the means within his reach to end
life with a *‘bare bodkin.**

Ierhaps Goldsmith has given the
moat powerful justificntion for sui-
cideof any writer, ancient or mod-
ern. He says:

*“\When lovely woman atoopa to folly
And finda too Inte thnt men hotruy,

What churm cin seothe her melanchely?
What nrt can wash her gullt awny?

The ounly art her gullt to cover,
To hide her shame front overy eye,
To give ropontance to her lover,
And wring hia hosem-—la to die.

Whole libraries of books have been
written on suicide, its causes, its
Fevalence, ita various phases. The

renchman says John Bull kills
himself becanse of the melancholy
fogs of London, but statistics tell us
tliat the French are ahead in self-
murder. The Falkland Ialander
and the Esqulmaux don’t suicide,
though they llve in perpetual fog.
Hone say educatlon produces the
auicidal mania, and certalnly we
find in what are called the most
civilized nationa the most alarmlng
figures in self-murder. Then the
Hindoos and Celts and Bralimins of
8,060 years o were civilized.

Where infidelity, ifrreligion and
selfisliness prevail in society there
sulcide abounds, To a certain ex-
tent Buclkle is right. A1l the mor-
ul  virtues—charity, justice, truth,
aml, above all, unsaiﬂshness, are nb-
sent where there Is no Christianity
of the revenled type, The suicidiat
is solfshiness incarnated with hog
instinels.  Perbaps that is why
Phillips suggests sus 2 sow for sul-
cide. The self-murdercr only thinka,
as Pascal says, of relieving himself,
He never eares what pain or humili-
ntion his cowardly act brings to hia
children, his friends nnd E}:Hiﬂ rela-
tives. To the man or woman with-
oul hope or belief in a future
what jnducement ia there to
live, when animal wants eannot be
aensily supplicd. It fs a waste of
time to argue that self murder does
not come under the commandment
“Thou shalt not kili.»” 1t is atill

eater waste to hold that nature

oes not condemn the suicidlat.

Man alone of all the animais in ex-
letence killa himeelf. Why?
cause he disregards revelntion, {ram-

des on his God-given reason, tu

is back to religious truths, and
gives himself up to greed, avaricé
sclfishness, despair, insanity and &
the train ot s which Judaisih
Chriatinnity, and Mormonism alike
repudinte and condemn.

Yes,suicide prevails in the United
States because Christinnity is dead
atd Judaism obsolets, and MormoR-
isru haa not penetrated the apiritusl
existence of the masses.
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MISCELLANEOUS.

Brewers’ Business.

While learning this I learned
some interesting facts about the
munufacture and sale of beer 19
Chieago. There nre eighteen brew-
eries in the city, which make on AR
average 1,600,000 barrels of beer anl~
nually. About 300,000 barrels come
berc from Milwaukeo and other
citles. Nearly all the beer made
here is consumed here, so that we
drink 1,800,000 barrels ench yeal
As ench pint bottle makes WO
glasses, if I remember correctlys
there would be sixteen glasses in 8
gallon, or 498 plasses in a barrel of
thirty-one gallons—a grand total of
882,000,000 glasses, his peerns
beu wondecful lot of beer. Buppo#®
there are 1,500,000 people in Chicng?
and its suburbs—and that is where
all these 1,800,000 barreis ar®
consumed annually-—each mal:
woman and child would get, on
fnfr apportionment, a litile mor®
than 595 glnsses, or nearly W0
a day. I know lots of mp]e Wh‘i
don’t drink that much beer in al
thelr lives, so there must be som?
who drink };)retty industriously.
am told that good fat beer drinker®
of industry nn(fsklll in the businﬁsg
habitually get away with fifty 9“1
sixty glnsses n day. A few hundret

pleof this kind would, of cour?""]

0 n great deal to lower the gener?
avernge. |

A banker who has a brewer or tW0
among his customers—most banker?
have them, go | violate no eonl™™
denee—tells me that the hrewer®
profits are very handsome—$2
$2.50 a barrel, possibly. Any“’f}lf’
most brewers get rich rapidly. 1€
knew one who less than ten .‘!'9‘”?-
ngo was a borrower to the exbent';
$20,000 to $40,000 to carry on N8
business. Now he makes from 75:
000 to 100,000 barrels of beer b 8
{enr and has money to Joan. PO?““t

ly it in Bgures of this kind th?
tempt the Engllsh investor to P‘;
his money into American brewert :
in apite of high licenge Jawsand pro
hihitton agitation. —Uhicago News.
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Mrs, Robinson was entertalniof
some ladies at n select little 5o’clo§’
ten, and Bobby, whe had been ein
ceptionnlly well behaved, wasd o
high feather. “Mn,” he said, .
eake wns being handed 1‘0“’!?,,
“may [ hnve some tongue, %Ieﬂsc -
“Thereisn’t any tongue, Obll) by
*That’s fupny,”’ commented Bo )lobtrﬁ
I heard pa say there would be
of it.”’—London 1id-Iits.
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