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great 11 walked up-
on the walls of thisthia city and com-
muned with himself in the pride of
hishia heart in this wise Is not this
great babylon which I1 have built
for the house of the kingdom by the
might of vwmy power and for the
lionorhonor of my majesty he had
been warned a little time before in
a dream which was interpreted by
daniel the prophet of the danger
of giving way to the spirit of self
laudation forgetting that god ruled
in the kingdom of men and that
liehe had power to give that kingdom
to whomsoever he would in his
dream he saw a tree which was
great and mighty waving its lofty
branches covered with magnificent
foliage filled with fruit which waswaa
meat for both man and beast the
top of which tree reached to heaven
while its branches overspread the
earth while surveying it he heard
a voice from heaven say hew
down the tretree and cut off his
branches shake off his leaves and
scatter his fruit etc nevertie
lessleasy lemye the stump of his roots in
the earth etc the interpretation
of the dream was this that
chadnezzar was the tree which he
had wenseen in vision for at that time
babylon was the universalumversal empire
it hadbad broken in pieces all the narna
eions of the earth it was called
the hammer of the whole earth
for this reason and wherever the
beasts of the field roamed or the
fowls of the air lodged or the chil-
dren of men dwelt

was the great king of all even
the covenant people the house of
israel had been commanded to bow
their necks to
whom the lord at that time called
righia leerservantvant 11 but he forgot that
god who had made him great and
like the politicians and rulers of to
day the kings and presidents and
magistrates and mighty men he
imagined that he had done all this

that he had conquered the earth
bad built this magnificent

city landnd as napoleon in later
times exclaimed 1I am franceafranceFrancev
ao80 declared 1I am

great 11

when hebe had uttered this vain
bo a voice fell from heaven
saying 0 king
to thee it is spoken the kingdom
teIs departed from thee and they
shall drive thee from menman and thy
dwelling shall be with the beasts of
the field they shall make thee to
eat grassgrams asam oxen and seven times
shall pass over thee until thou know
thatt the most high ruleth in the
kingdom of men and alveth it to

whomsoever he will and it
was done to his
credit be it said was converted and
when the seven times were ex-
pired and he had suffered this
humiliation until he had learned
not to take the glory to himself but
to acknowledge the hand of god in
his greatness the kingdom was
restored to him and he gave thanks
unto the lord and acknowledged
that he was king of the earth as
well as the king of heaven

A strange feature of this fact in
history is this that though this
great man for he was a great man

was filled with pride with vanity
with selfishness and ambition yet
god had deigned to call him my
servant and by
the mouth of his prophet jeremiah
had commanded his chosen people
to bow their necks unto the yoke of
this king of babylon and it was
to be well with them if they did
so but if they sought to ally them-
selves with the king of egypt dis-
aster and mWmisfortune would follow
we all know how this was fulfilled
jerusalem was taken the city was
destroyed the temple was despoiled
of its gold and silver vessels the
king of judah the princes and
priests and many thousands of the
people who were not slain were
carried captive in chains to baby-
lon because they hearkened not unto
the voice of the prophet to bow
their necks to the yoke of

the servant of the lord
daniel the prophet who interpreted
that dream of this kingsking and other
dreams which he had was one of
the princes of the house of judah
thus carried into captivity thischii
sets us thinking
the Babybabylonianlouian king a servant of
the lord the lordcalled him sogo

and what is morermore remarkable the
I1 man who was raised up to wrest
from the dynasty of
his kingdom in the reign of his son

cyrus the persian
was predicted years before hebe
was bornbom by the prophet isaiah
who says concerning him thus
saith the lord to his anointed to
cyrus whose right handband I1 have
holden to subdue nations before
him and I1 will loose the loins of
kings to open before him the two
leaved gates and the gates shall not
be shut here was another mana
supposedly a heathen not of the
house of israel whom the lord
condescends to name by name be-
fore he was bornbom and calls him not
simply my servant but mine
anointed and yet some men
think that god does not reign on

earth we are looking forward to
the time when he whom we know
as king of kings will come to take
the reins of government he whose
right it is to reign we speak of
that time and we look forward with
joyous anticipation to that great
reign of righteousness and peace of
a thousand years duradurationtiou when
god will rule over the earth when
christ will be king it appears to
me brethern andabd liaesistersrs that god
is the king of this earth now that
he is ruling over the earth and
always has ruled over it and that
he rules through the instrumen-
tality of men and the sooner we
recognize this fact though by no
means do I1 intend to depreciate or
disparage the other idea the visible
reign of the king of kings that
god is now king of this earth that
he now holds the reins of govern-
ment and that kings and presidents
and magistrates and judges and
congressmen and cabinets hold
their places by his royal permis-
sion thesthe soonerGoner we wmwill arrive at
the solution of a great truth

we latter day saints believe in
i

the priesthood in the powpowerer which
holds the right to rule and
govern all things this is what
priesthood means it means noth-
ing more or less priesthood is the
power of god it Is the authority by
which he rules in the heavens
above and on the earth beneath
gods and angels are the members of
this grand brotherhood this mason
ic fraterfraternity of the heavens on
earth what we term the priesthood
are certain ones whom god has
chosen to represent him his ser-
vants whom he has ordained as
his ambassadors and sent forth
to act in hishia name and by his
authority we recognize this truth

that when a man has been com-
missioned of god and represents
him the acts otof that man are

i

just as valid and binding as though
god himself were the actor we
axeare told that a time is domingcoming when
this great king of kingsking of whom
we have been speaking will come

itin his glory to reign upon the earth
and before whom when he sits up-
on the throne of his glory will be
gathered all nations and he will
divide them as a shepherd div ideth
the sheep from the goats the sheep
he will place upon his right hand
and the goats upon his left and
he will say to those upon llishia
right come ye beloved of my
father enter into the kingdom
prepared for you from the founda-
tion of the world for I1 wasw hhungryagry
and ye fed me I1 was thirsty and ye


