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conditions IN IOWA

MATLOCK iowa june 1897

having been called to fill a mission to
the northern states I1 left my home on
the irth of december 1896 and salt
lake city on the irth at 7 a m el-
ders john L parcellsparcel Is of wallsburgWallsburg
wasatch county and jonathan H hales
jr of perry bannock sas1sakeake idaho
were my traveling companions and we
arrived in kansas city at 8 45 a m I1

there received t my appointment to
labor in the state of iowa and having
friends in this state located in tama

to visit themrequest wascounty my
granted and I1 stayed with them until
the ninth of february I1 was etienanen ap-
pointed to labor in marshalltownMarshall town mar-

shall county in company with elder
daniel J mcrae after laboring there
with him one month his health failed
and hebe was released ttj return home I1

was then appointed to go and labor with
tl oar worthyorthy conference president L A

colvin ioin the city of des moine where
I1 stayed until our conference the loth
and neb of april Tthenhen I1 was appoint-
edatoto laborlabar with james D coon of

s auersitter salt lake county icah in lyons
county iowa

about the first of june new com-
s were sent to us elder enos
t ormond having beenbeen appointed to labor

t iidfalusd meine but having sustained an injury
to his body about two years ago he
vald not sand the traveling in a thinly
settled county and was sent to labor in
sissa city eldereider john G watt was
seat to labor with me and since his ar

ia we have held some meetings the
vow of them poorly attended most of
tee peopleae are german and belong to
the I1lutheran presbyterian or reformed
4german which they say is good enough
bof them

weWlettravelravel here as the elders do else
without purse or scrip we do

not find much prejudice existing against
tilethe church in these parts some of the

t people scarcely knowing that there is

suchsuchai a church in existence as the
of jesus christ of latter daydav

ojor cormonsmormonsMor mons still we find some
honest souls that are willing toio in

tomgate and I1 believe that our labors
hobt be crowned with some success

rierperhapshaps a fewew lines in regard to the
exi peoples financial condition here would
ia se of0 interest to the readers of the

I1 think that about halthalf of thef
41
15s inhabitantsiohabitantsts here are enters the land

beteggowned bybv large landholders most
charge a cash rent of az2 so50 and

923 per acre the renters tell me that
wey raiseegise throy to thirty five bushels of

L corn to the acre for which it is hard for
atno get ten centscent per bushel now

i thi and oat yield is about fifty
bushels to the acre oats selling torfor ten
satand eleven cents and barley about six-
teen cen a wheat yields about twenty
bushels to the acre and has been selling

iii sixty our cents I1 can hardly
9see how they can get a subsistence out
of jtit iahey had the tentrent thrown inin we
have soseen as8 much as seven and eight

laudland belonging to one man
aw they tanningfarming it with hired

emmos renting it out the
w cromb in this part of the state
S

is rather poor this year owing to having
a dry and cold spring

if there are any of the saints that
have friends in this part of the state of
iowa and will correspond with us we
will be glad to call on them the peo-
ple here as a rule are hospitable and
kind to the elders in most cases telling
us to come azain if we ever comiccome that
way thipthe elders of the iowa confer-
ence are illall in good health and enjoying
their labors HENRY BISEL

JOEE WORK IN INDIANA

GREENWOOD indiana
june lath 1897

A few items of missionary experience
also an interview with one of the guards
in charge of the prophet joseph smith
in the year 1842 at far west caldwell
county mumo also at liberty clay coun-
ty mo may be of interest to many
readers of your valuable paper

after conference held at columbus
Inaiindianaang I1 was appointed to open up a
new field in johnson county ind with
greenwood as my popostofficeposts office address to
labor with elder thomas S cook it
being but ten miles from indianapolis
he capitol otof the state we went up and
paid a visit with the elders in that citer
after taking in the sights for a day 0
two including parks museum and
state capitol building a very beautiful
structure erected at a cost of two mil-
lions of dollars and was eleven years in
course of erection we also visited the
famous soldiers monument which
towers upwards of feet erectede in
honor of those patriots whose lives
were offered in the purchase of liberty
and freedom

after visiting a few days we repaired
to our field of labor and at once began
to find friends and many who would
listen to our message we found green-
wood to be the home of dr S E
wishard and wife of utah presbyteri-
an fame we met many who were
very kind to us and were well informed
of affairs in utah after sever il days
elder cook took the chills and went upu
to indianapolis and elder nels C nes-
on

nel-
son of bloomington idaho who was
laboring with elder J E cardon ac-
companiedcompa nied me for a few days

we had a most successful trip during
which time we met mr henry tressler
of brownstownBrownstown johnson county indi-
ana one of the guards who had charge
of the prophet joseph smith at far
west caldwell county mo from which
place he was taken to liberty clay
county mo in the company were
hyrum smi h sidney rigdon john
taylor and othersother the first night out
from far west camp was made in the
woodswo ids at wbwhichaich time mr Trtresslereisler sayssayi
he and the prophet joseph sat upon a
log and broiled meat together on a log
fire he was also the steward during
the imprisonment at liberty at which
time he had many conversations with
the prophet joseph who presented him
with a book of mormon which is highly
prized by him he also saw the rolrollsis of
papyrus from which the pearl of great
price was translated and procured a
piece of the bandage that was wrapped
around one of the mummies exhibited
by mr chandler he accompanied the
prisoners from liberty mo to nauvoo
illinois on a change of venue and then
returned to his home in missouri

when asked as to the real cautecause of
the persecutions of the saints and the

character of them he stated that the
saints were an honest industrious
law abiding class of citizens and were
persecuted and driven by a ruthless
mob with no other purpose in view than
plunder and to secure their homes and
other property while he says he could
not see as they did religiously he states
they were an honest GodGodi fearing vir-
tuous beope and did not violate any of
the laws of the state

after an interview of about three
hours we lettleft hinahim with a hearty hand-
shake and a request to call on him
again mr tressler is a bright intelli-
gent gentleman of eighty six years is
well spoken of by all who know him
and bears his testimony to a I1 men that
joseph smith was an honest law abiding
citizen

will conconcludeclude with many thanks for
your valuable paper which is ever a
welcome visitor to the elders

FOSTER W

NEW SOUTH WALES

alexandria sydney N S W
australia may aith 1897

since my last to you I1 have continued
to enjoy my labors traveling by land
and sea to minister the word of god
about 1300 miles about halthalf of this dis-
tance on foot

in my visits among the people in tas-
mania I1 held many conversations upon
the princia es of the gospel also bore
many timonestestimoniestes to the truthfulness of
the work olof god many received the
message with kindness inviting us to
cillcallc ill again I1 traveled some with elders
wil iam harvey and C A orme on my
long journeys and we were made wel-
come in almost every town we visited

when we were notmot able to get assist-
ance from the people of the parishesparishts
we visitvisitededthethe min andanan in almost
every instance were received by them
in some instances we would be amused
attiewayattat thehewayway these men would turn the
scriptures they would be allowed to go
a certain pace without interruption then
they would be asked questions regard-
ing some of0 the statements made they
would make some sort of an answer to
hide up the truth thenthan the pure testi-
monymon would be given them someS
askedask if we were not afraid to meet
these men and they were told that we
rejoiced when we had a meeting with
them we were ggivenven shelter by every
dimiteramimi miterter but one whom we asked
they all were very anxious to know how
long we were going to be in town and
what we intended doing in some in-
stancesswewe were only passing throughh
the place and needed shelter as natnight
overtook us they were much relieved
when we told them we were not goinggoin
to do anything as yet but promised
them a visit in the near future

my visits in tasmania came to an end
for a while at least for at the april
conference otof the church in the austral-
asian mission I1 was appointed to preside
over the N s- wales conference and
on the ath of may I1 took my departure
from saints and friends torfor my new field

1

after passing over a rough sea occupy
ing two days sydney was reached
elders john M richie one of my com-
panion elders and returning elder
netsnels P nelson met me at the wharf t

and took me to the bellview house the
headquarters of the arriving and return-
ing missionaries in this part ofbf the
worldw d there I1 met two other elders T


