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MEETING

A MULTITUDE OF THE PEOPLELE
ASSEMBLE AND DECLARE

PROTEST AND PETITION
IN RELATION TO
THEIR WRONGS 11

AN enthusiastic GATHERING
AND AN learnestEARNEST AND un-

mistakable demo-
nstration

A CLEAR FORCIBLE AND com-
prehensive DOCUMENT

FROM THE COMMITTEE

at 1 pm the hour named for thetha
commencement of the mass meeting
called to ratify the statement of griev-
ancesancessandand protest prepared for presen-
tation to the prespresidentdent of the united
states the tabernacle was well
filled
at 1ilg15 the exercises opened with

music by the ward brass bandbaud
the assembly was called to order by

lionhon win jennings who nominated
hon johnt caine as chairman of the
meeting seconded and carried unani-
mously

0 F whitney nominated H 31
wells as secretary of the meeting and
on hisbis being sustained he proceeded
to read the call for the meeting

jas sharp nominated as vice chair
men winwm jenningsJenningjenningsssTT G webber
ellaselias A smithh C 13D brinton miss
mary A cook and mrs dr roumaniaRoumaniamanta
B pratt carried
the chairman then nominated wmamt

31 stewart and corneliacornelis H clayton as
assistant secretaries

the tabernacle choir in attendance
sang

0 say what is truthprayer was offered by apostle heber
J grant

music by the S S union brass band
lionhon john T cainecalne chairman

stated that the object of the meeting
was to petition the government for a
redress of the grievances of the people
of this territory he vividly portrayedportrayediedg
in a short speech the persecutions
through which the latter day saints
had passed because of their religious
belief paid a high tribute to their un-
faltering patriotism and devotion to
god and their country and gave a
sketch of their history since the settle-
ment of utah

the address was received
applause

music by the sixteenth ward band
bishop 0 F whitney then read the

following
declaration OF grievances

AND PROTEST

to the president and people of the
united states

FELLOW CITIZENS

A conditionconditponfon of affairs imperiImpeimperilingrilingilnilini the
vital interests of the vast majority of
tthehe people of utah and their co
zionists in the neighboring states and
territories impels us their re-
presentativespresenta tives to address you our
rights as Americamericanhn citizens are tram-
pled upon and believing it our impera-
tive dutyauty in the presence of such a
danger to protest against the gigantic
evil whichvilich threatens not only our
liberties but the liberties of every
freeman we in general1 mass meeting
assembled in tythetha1 name of freedom
justiceustice and humanity make this appeal
lorfor relief and protection

we are our
countrymen it is our religion which
makes us so we are a smallsmail minority
in their midst but we have yet to
learn that these are grounds upon
which to justify in a land of liberty
the acts of oppression which we isas
a people from the beginning of our
history have been made to suffer

As to our religious faith it Is based
upon evidence which to our minds Is
conclusive convictions not to be de-
stroyed by legislative enactments
or judicial decisions force may en-
slave the body but it cannot convince
the mind to yield at the demand of
the legislator or the judge the rights of
COconsciencese ence would prove us recreant
to eveveryery duty we owe to god and man

amoamongng the principles of our religion
is thatthat of immediate revelation from
god one of the doctrines so revealed
Ists celestial or plural marriage for
which ostensibly we are stigmatized
and hated this Is a vital part of
our religion the decisions of courts to
the contrary notwithstanding even
the utah commission concede this in
thertheir report to the secretary of the in-
terior november 1884 sspeaking of
plural marriage they say illiasthis article
of their faith is as much an essential and
substantial part of their creed as their
belief in baptism repentance for the
forgiveness of sins and the like
all orthodox mormonscormons believe poly
camyamy to be right and that it Is an es
sentialpart of their creed

that the latlatterlatierzerzen day saints should
view this as a principle otof their re-
ligion may require explanation poly-
gamy as understood among oclocioccidentaldental
nations is a system of seisusensualityallty and
itisittsit is difficult for people among them to
conceive how it cancandecanoebe associated with
pureure religion but the latter day
galutz believe ththatat the marriage rela

tion Is one which when properly sol
heree exists in eternity everyvery

faithful woman in the church believes
thatthal in order to insure her exaltation
in the presence of god and the lamb
she should be married or sealed to an
uuprightvet faithful man acting upon
tthisE beliefliefilef these alliances are formed
while on the earth upon the principle
that the man is not without the wo-
man nor the woman without the man
in the lord they firmly believe that
god has revealed this to them as a
command but while patriarchal mar-
riage as it is termed Is a part of their
faith and practice they have no idea
that it should become universal the
equality of the sexes ifit no other
reason wolwoiwouldlidaid prevent this it is a
mistaken idea that our church favors
the propagation of this doctrine or
seeks to establish it as a universal sys-
tem at the same fully believe
that women should be married even if
two or three of them as in the family
of abraham jacob and others become
the wives of bonemanone man instead there-
fore of our system of marriage promot-
ing sensuality experience has proved
that it checks it and instead of being
destructive of the family relation it is
preservative of itplural marriage was publicly pro-
claimed a doctrine of the church in
1852 congress declared it a crime in
1862 but taethe law enacted against it re-
mained for seventeen years a dead
letter the federal officials hesitating to
eafenforce it as if they doubted its con-
stitutionality the law of 1862 was not
declared constitutional until the ath of
january 1879 plural marriage there-
forefore was openly taught and practisedpracticed
ten yyearsears before any lalaw existed againstdinst
it and ttwentyent seven yearsears bad eelapsedased
from tthehe titimee of its first public pro-
mulgationmumulmuiI1 gationgatlonLtonI1 until the supremesupreme courtourt
ddecidedecI1Wed tthe lalaw to bee constitutional
thus it is apparent that plural mar-
riage was not introduced in violation of
law but the law was enacted against
this principle of our religion

the charges of treason and rebellion
made against our people are as aab-
surd as they are untrue we have
giveniveniwen too many proofs of our loyaltyforhorfor such accusations to have weight
thrice driven from our homes and
while fleeing from the confines of the
nation which refused us protection a
call was made upon us for fivelive hundred
men to assist in fighting our countrys
battles in mexico Tthey were prompt-
ly furnished though it took the flower
of the camp the able bodied men of
that band ofor refugees they left their
mothers wives and little ones en-
camped intentsin tents and wagons upon the
prairiesand performed an unparalleled
march of two thousand mile bar-
ren plains and bleak mountains to the
scene of action where they rendrenderedered
signal service in their cocount rys cause
the main body of the exiles contin-
ued their western flight until they
reached the rocky mountains where
they unfurled the stars and stripes
which hadbad led their desert march andana
two years after framed a republican
constitution and applied for admission
as a state into thathe union are these
evidences of disloyalty

all through our history the general
government has seemed to regard us
less as loyal american citizens than as
a dangerous alien element it may
have been induced at times to recognize
that we had some justice on our sideilde
but it has never come to our defense
to- a delegation which narrated in
burning words the story of our wrongs
in missouri the chief magistrate of
the nation made the humiliating con-
fession that though our cause was just
he could do nothing for us the land
whose constitution in the language
of its framerstrainers was hoped to be broad
enough to shelter under its mantle
the jew the mohammedan the pagan
as well as the christian has scarcely
been able to tolerate much less to
protect the numerically insignificant
mormonscormonsMormons

the general government has ever
manifested a readiness to give ear to
the unsupported charges of evil dis
poposedased persons against us and has
sought to correct alleged evievlevilsIs with
I1extreme rlrigoror we pointpaint particularly
to the inglorious crusade of 18371857 8
known as the mormon war based
upon the falsehoods of a federal
official when the executive dispatched
an army to whip us into a loyalty
from which on investigation it was
proved we had never departed ouroar
rebellion was found to be what it
always has been the mere creation of
an fancy

the authorities at washintonwashingtonton have
disregarded our rights in the matter
of local selfseif government As early
as 18491819 the people of utah framed astatetatelate constitution and applied for ad-
mission into the union their appli-
cation was repeated as conditions be-
came more favorable first in 1856 again
in 1862 then in 1872 and lastly in
18821883 andreachand each time has been ignored
A territorialterritorialferritorial government is not a
republican institution but for thirty
five years we have been compelled to
accept the colonial conditions which
it imposes and denied the most
precious of all rights that of self
government only for the first ten
years of our existence in the moun

we vouchsafed this pi eklous
boon to any considerable degree
duningduringdurin whichvhich time a man of our choice
occupied the position of governor
we possess every qualification for
statehood population wealth stabil-
ity of commerce and society no
reasonable excuse can be assigned for
the refusal of our application we
submit that it should of right hebe con-
sidered and favorably acted upon

it has been the undeviating policy
to send strangers into our midmidstst
as governors judges prosecutingprosecutine at

torness and marshals men who I1 with
honorable exceptions had no interest
in the common welfare we com-
plain not only of the personal char-
acter of these officials and that they
have acted the part of petty desdespotsilgertigeramong us trampling on ouroar liber-
ties assuming prerogatives they never
could presume to exercise except
among so unpopular a people and
haughtily ignoring our rights and feel-
ings but also that where this dispo-
sition has not been sufficiently pro-
nouncednounced popularpopular clamor tending to
engender anand develop it has been so
strong that fair minded just men
have enjoyed but short terms of office
while those who possessed the one
qualification of hatred of the mor-
mon people were kekeptt secure in seats
which they almost daliydailydailydally disgraceded

we complain of rerepeatedd manifes-
tations of illIII feeling from the parent
government even in small countrycoultry
towns mormon postmasters have
been displaced for strangers in some
instances mere transients who in
many cases have been retained in office
although serious charges susupportedported
by evidence sworn to by reputableit le citi-
zens have been prepreferredferrid against them
mormonscormons havehale been frequently re-
moved without just cause the names
of post offices in towns named for lead-
ing and beloved citizens meninen who laid
the foundation of the Terri torys pros-
perity have been chanchangedoedged at the whim
or suggestion of some small
bigot or insignificant minority of peti
tioners the federal government in all
these movements using its power preju-
diciallydicially to the great majority of the
people

our numerous petitions protests
and memorials in our own defdefenseense
have been usually passed over un-
noticed while petitions urging govern-
mental action against religious
denominations unacquainted with us
except from hearsay havehive been ac-
corded consideration and genegenerally
acted upon sixty five thouathousand
names appended to a document ask-
ingin for an investigation of the utah
situation before the edmunds act
should be passed the signatures of the
people directly inteluteinterestedrested were cast
aside as of no moment and the odious
law was pushed to its consummation

the commissioners appointed under
the edmunds law layehave grossly abused
the authority conferred upon them
and have usurped extextraordinaryraordinary il-
legal and arbitrary powers while
their sole duty under the law was
to appoint registration and election
onnoffofficersleers and to canvass the returns
and issue certificates of election to
members of the legislative assembly
they have illegally assumed to exercise
important 16legislative1

I and jjudicial func-
tions

they officiously formulated an unau-
thorizedzed and illegal test
oath covering the whole lifeilfefe of the indi-
vidual and required each elector in the
territory to take it before he could reg-
isteristerlsterr or vote and by their order the
names of all persons who failed to take
this oath were stricken from the reregis-
try

Is
list they so constructed the test

oath that it could not be taken byanby anyY
person who hadbad ever lived in polygamy
or who cohabited with more than one
woman in the marriage relation
but it could be and waswasiatakenkenkea by per-
sons who cohabited with more than
one woman not in the macafe relation

thus disfranchisingfranchisingdis only mormonscormons
and permitting non mormon violators
of the law to register and vote

they have arbitrarily assumed to ex-
ercise legislative powers by the pro-
mulgationmulgation of rules and orders which
in effect materially changed the existi-nging laws and excluded frombroin the polls
thousandsou sandasands of legal voters who have
since been restored to the privilegeses of
electors by the decision of ththee su-
preme court of the united states
they have presumed to exercise the

highest orderolder of judicial authority byy
void the acts of LegislatIvethe

assembly of the Territerniterritory of utahterritorytoritorrwhich for the elecelectiont 0n of terr-
itorialritorial officerscenscems and they have arbi-
trarilytrarily and without authority of law
forbidforbiddendenanddenaudand prevented the canvass
and return of any votes cast for these
officersrs since thethy passage of the ed-
munds law thus completely nullifynullifyingin9
and abrogating statutes of the territ-ory which have received the implied
sanction of congress and have never
been pronounced invalid by the courts
but which have been in force and
acted upon as valid laws for many
years

they have constituted themselves a
supreme tribunal for the determina-
tion of all matters in the territory
pertaining to elections and the quaqualifi-
cations

liiIII
of voters and their opinions

and orders upon these subjects have
been regarded by their appointees as
the supreme law of the land

they have grossly abused their au-
thority in the appointment ol01 registra-
tion officers by selecting for such posi-
tions whenever pospossiblesive onionly such
persons as belong to thetiie antiantiantl mor
mon faction detdeidenyinglying to the majority
party whose members comprise four
fifths of the population of the territ-ory representation among the regis-
trars and in the appointment of
ludisjudis of election they have eithercither re-
fusedfusedd the majority party any represen-
tative at all or have only given it one of
the three judges iuin each precinct

they have assumed to be charged as
the representatives of the federalgovernment hereheru with the duty of
suppressing polygamy and have pre-
sumed to adviseadviss the president audandcongress as to the kind of legislation
they deemed necessary for that pur-
pose

U
recommending the most araxiradicalcillcili

and extreme measures thereby show-
ingin themselves the pronounced ene-
mies of the mormon people

we complain of the injustice done us
by the united states officials sent to
execute the laws they have general-
lyY allied themselves with sectarian
priestsr st and politicalanfning theirheirthe ir executive or judicial influ-
ence to foment local excitement and
degrade us in the estimation of people
abroad

the governors of utah possessing
absolute veto power have usually been
despotic in their ministerministeriallalial actsgovernor shaffer in 1870 forbade the
militia to muster drill or assemble for
any purpose so far was this order
carriedearned into effect that the aid of fed-
eral troops was invoked to prevent
the marching of a company of militia
in salt lake city in a public celebra-
tion of the anniversary of american
independenceindependence

Tthee tuepresentbesent governor especially has
acted the part of a petty tyrant

in his official messages and reports
in his contributions to the press andana
in hisbig public addresses he has persist-
ently misrepresented the state 0of
affairs in utah and seized upon every
opportunity to arouse popular preju-
dicedi e and hatred against her people

ilehe sought to defeat the expressed
will of the people by declaring a man
receivingI1 13571337 votes elected over one
for whomm votes were cast

he endeavored without authoauthorityrity of
law to displace the officers 0off the
territory elected by the people and fill
their places with men of his own ap-
pointing

liehe hasWs accused us of a lack of
interest in educational matters but
when a bill was passed by our legis-
lature appropriating money to build
a university helie refused to sign itat the
building however was erected with
means advanced by private citizens andund
stands a monument to his shame

the edmunds act contoncontemplatestemplates the
discontinuance of the utah commis-
sion so soon as the
tureturc should provide for filling the
registration and election offices undunderer
the local klaws but when a bill was
submitted to him providing for this in
fullfuli conformity to the edmunds law
and other acts of congress he
the bill and thus continued the com-
missionersners in office contrary to the
intention of Congressto the annoyance
of the people of utah and at great
expense to the nationexpensethehe last legislature passed a bill ap-
portioning the representation of the
territory this bill was drawn up in
accordance with the govergovernorsnors sug-
gestionsgest ions but when it was presentedito
him for his signature he treated it
with contemptuous silence thus in-
sultinggulting the legislators and the people
who elected them

these and many other similar acts
brand him a despot unworthy to
govern among his fellowmenfel

Ththe edmundseEdmunds law which not only
provides forlor the punishment of polyg-
amy but also cohabitationcohabitati0n withw ith
more than one woman whetwhetherher I1inn tthehe
marriage relation or outside of it Is
made to operate upon one class of
people only the mormonscormonsMormons and yet
of thefhe non mormon class who trans-
gressgress the lavilaw the name is legion

the paramour of mistressesdistressesmistresses and
harlotstiarlots I1 secure from prosecution
walks the streets in open day no
united states official puts a spot-
ter on his trail or makes an effort to
draghia deeds of shame and guilt be-
fore a judge and jujury for investigation
and punishpunishmentmenu butut note the con-
trast

in utah idaho and arizona a con-
certed assault is made upon the mor-
mon people

spottersSpotters and spies dog their
footsfootsteps delatoreDela tors thrust them-
selves aniointo bedchambers and watchvatch
at windows children are questioned
upon the streets as tto0 the marital
relations of their parents families
are dragged before comcommissionersmiss loners and
rand juries and on pain of punishment
orlor contempt are compelled to testify

against their fathers and husbands
modest women are made to answer
shamefully indecent questions as to the
sexual relations of men and women
attempts are made to bribe men
work up cases against their neighbors
notoriously disreputable characters
are employed to spy into mens family
relations

contrary to good law persons ac-
cused of crime are esteemed guilty
until they prove themselves innocent
the burden of proof rests upon the
accused instead of upon the accuser
trial by jury in the territories is
no longer a safeguard against injus-
tice to a mormon accused of crime
accusation is equivalent to convic-
tion juries arearc packed to convict and
if they falifail to find a verdict against the
accused when he is a mormon in-
sult and abuse arc heaped upon
them by the anti mormon press
menalen fearful of not obtaining justice
in the courts are avoiding arrests be-
lievinglievin no fair and impartial trial can
be hahaddunderunder existing circumstances

there are persons in the community
who contracted plural marriages before
there was any law against the practice
and who have not since entered into
such relations after the passage of
the edmunds act and out of defer-
ence to its requirements they ceased
to cohabit with their plural wives
buch men have violated no law and
yet they arearc harassed and prosecuted

in consequence of this crusade which
bears all the aspects of a religious per-
secutionse business relations are dis
turbidd values of every kind unsettled
neighborhoods anitaazitaagitatedted and alarmed
and property of the people generally
jeopardized it not only affects alleged
doladela tors of the lawlav but those who are
innocent of transgressing it it works
i hardship upon the entirere community
upon the innocent as well as the guilty i

the overwhelming majority of the
mormon people are monogamists
indand but a small percentage arearc even
suspected of violating the law inthein the
name of this great majority we pray
that this unusual cruel and partial
administration of the law shall cease

itif the conscience of the people
demand that the law be enforced let it
be enforced in all the territories and
in the district of columbia as well as
in utah upon jew and gentile as well
as upon the mormon

these are some of our grievances
now hearbear our protest

we protest against unfair treatment
on0n the part of the general govern-
ment

we protest against a contcontinuancenuance of
territorial bondage subversive of the
rights of freemen and contrary to the
spirit of american institutions

we protest against special legisla-
tion the result of popular prejudice
and religious interference

we protest against the conscience of
0onene classclass of citizens being made the
criterion by which to judge another

Welweiwe protest against the tyranny of
federal officials and the continuacontinuancedee
in office of men who disgracedisarrace their po-
sitions and use their official powers as
a means of oppression

we protest against the partial ad-
ministration of the edmunds law the
punishing of one class for practicingpractising
their religion and exempting froalfromi
prosecution the votariesvotaries of lust and
crime

we protest against the breaking up
of family relations formed previous to
the passage of the edmunds law and
the depriving of women and children
of the support and protection of their
husbands and fathers

we protest against the prosecution
of persons many of whom are infirm
and aged who entered into plural
marriage before it was declared a
crime and have never violated any lawwe respectfully ask for the appoint-
ment by the president of a commission
to fairly and thoroughly investigate the
utah situation and pending its report
we solemnly protest against theaonthe con-
tinuancetinuance of this merciless crusade

thetile reading was greeted throughout
with frequent bursts of applause
those parts reciting the usurpation ofjudicial powers by the utah commis-
sion and the methods pursued bvby the
courts to secure convictions under the
edmunds law brought forth cries of

shame shame 11IV1 and the arraignment
of the present governor of utah for
his many acts of tyranny and despotism
was received with checheersr

hon jas sharp moved the adoption
of the declaration and protest

seconded
bishop john Q cannon said he was

9greatly in favor of the thisprotest against wrongs which freemen
could not submit to there might be
some but they are few who thought it
unwise to boldly set forth the rights of
the people he was not in favor of
any concessions trusted the people
would be united and firm in maintain-
ing their rights for themselves their
children and ththee nation itself tilethelatter day saints would resist every
form of oppression to the last
the founders of our government
hadbad opposed evereveryF act of tyranny
by the mother country and this people
gloried in the patriots courage thisprotest was not made with cringing or
shrinking but with an unflinching de-
termination to maintain the right we
desire no rirightsats that we do not wish
others to enjoyjoyfoy the causes which im-
pel us to the step are weighty we
have endured more than any other
people would be willing to the only
parallel in american history was at the
commencement of the Revolutionrevolutionaryarvwar the times are perilous and wweonpropose to protest against striking
down the saiesatesafeguardsguards of liberty Wwe
could not sacrifice principle shoot therapids in the dangerous stream and
leave the whirlpool to our posterity

by the S S U bandjunius F wells esq felt deeply thenecessity of action on the part of this
community lain opposing the present as-
sault made upon their homes therewere among them descendants of thepilrilpilgrimsgrims who were todayto day being perse-
cuted for the maintenance of the prin-
ciples contended for by their fathersthe speaker was the offspring of plu-
ral marriage and he hadbad not yet learned
that his rights were less than those ofany of the sons of god ilehe knew his
father was a man of honor and his
mother a woman of virtue it wasvas
thought by some that our homes
should be constructed on the
american and not on the mor-
mon plan the early settlers
of americaamerica rejoiced in many sons
and daughters but a change bad come
over the people it was so in the his-tory of his progenitors but his father
hadbad the courage to become a reformer
and the family name was preserved
from being blotted out annewin nownew eng-
land todayto day too frequently the hoinholnhomess
consisted of an invalid father and
mother and two or three weakly chil-
dren but how different in stahl andthe children here were not in any par-
ticular inferior to those of mono a
mists the mormon fathers wouldwo uld
provide for their offspring without
thellasthe law requiring them to do sogod had led this people out from the
midst of their enemies and given them
this1hl land and has said that fain order to
1livet long therein we must honor our
fathers and mothers our homes are
worth more to us than life it had
been said that the decision of the

courts was the end of the matter thelaw had named as a crime what he
knew was not a crime and never
would be and he expected to ste tha t
law repealed for justice would claim


