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od. And weare misled sometimes
jour own feeling because of our
ability to distinguish between the
jice of the spirit of God and the
iggestions of our own spirit. There
a still, small voice in the heart of
ery human being. There is an
ifluence comes with ever son and
wghter of Adam that is born
to the world. What! Outsideof the
itter-day Saints? Certainly, I told
u in the beginning that we are all
e children of God. There is an
fluence born with every person
it to a certain extent is a spirit of
velation. Ience you will fre-
iently find it the case — probably
me of you aduits have experienc-
11, when you joined the Church,
at this influence told you what
oved to be true. Frother Wood-
ify here, I have heard him tell, in
8 experience, how he was led be-
re he joined the Chureh by this
fluence, how it operated upon his
lind until it was brought in con-
ict with the truth. I have heard
number of others relate the same
iing; and if they received the truth
s influence increased with them,
it if they rejected the truth, if
gy refused to receive the testi-
wny of the servants of God, the
@t that was in them became dark-
88 and as the Savior said, how
sat is that darkness. 1 proclain
88 a truth, that when a man or a
man enters into this Church and
- baptized, repents of his or her
8, humbles herself and himself
the depth of humility before the
rd, determined with His
ip v forsake their sins, to
i them away from them,
' 32y, when a man or a woman
- bmes to the Lord in that spirit and
%8 so that the Holy Ghost will
» upon them, that there will be
>jevent of any importance from
> b time forward but what they
; fll have some intimation respect-
> g i, some premonition, and they
il walk in the light, some to a
; mater extent than others, because
- me are more gifted than others,
" wme live in such a manner as to
[ wethis developed within them toa
lﬁer extent. But if they con-
. to cultivate this spirit, to live
- tthe light of it, it will become a
Lﬁiplﬂ .of unfailing revelation to
S5 this your privilege? Certainl
d%. I zmﬂ‘ﬁpfigﬁwnnfmii
l'ﬂ.l,_ boys and girls, young men
dydyoung women, middle aged and
to enjoy this. Itis not contin-
Lo any one in particular, to any
Lu, to any partieular position in
but it 15 extended toall. It is
1% design of God that it should be
Buv it is dim within us because
e generations of unbelief and
edness of heart which have ex-
. Wehave inherited a great
unt of unbelief from our fathers;
come down fo us. The hea-
have been as brass over the
"%ads of the people, and there has
'%en & spirit of unbelief that has ex-
the revelations of Jesus and
manifestations of the Spirit of

Filty years ago this Church was

. There are men and wo-
| who have been fifty years
Ofthe Church, some who have been
y years, a great many thirty
3, a still greater number twenty
8. Isit not time, then, after all
have heard, and all we know
cerning these things, that some
"Sihis unbelief should disappear and
bre of that love exhibited which
'8 us nearer to God and places us
eloser communion with Him? Is
‘Moot time that this should be the
l ¢ with our children? Why, it
#ms to me so, and I have no doubt
#8 s0. And yet there is much
“Som for improvement in these

1.
1

There is one thing aboveall others
94t strikes me with astonishment
“Sien I thionk about it among our
‘Beople. A great many years ago
'S lord gave what is’'called the
®Word of Wisdom” to us as a peo-
%, Itisa thinz I very rarely al-
e to. 1 never drank tea or cofiee
umy life, I never drank liquor, I
%ver used tobacco, and I have en-
mvored to keep the Word of Wis-
W, It is no credit to me, my pa-
tls instilled it into me. [ never
Mude to it in public speaking., 1
ver allude to it in my family., I
ye set the example and allowed
Mem to follow it, and they have
e 50, most of Lhem. But when I
-~ dink about it, when I see our peo-
' % after what God has said upon
Vel y
¢ fs subject, after the plain manner
h*'hiﬂlﬂﬂ has spoken to us and
hiodus what would be the result of
nueobservance of certain laws, de-
. cverately day after day flying in the
t (e of the counse! that has
g en unto us in that Word of Wis-
wiom, I get exceedingly amazed and
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I wonder how it is that God bears
with us 1t is a grievous thing to
tritie with that promise and with
the many promises that are con-
nected with the Word of Wisdom.
We see young men learning to drink
liquor to smoke and chew tobacco,
and acquiring this habit and the
other habit that is expressly forbid-
den, or at least that counsel is given
respecting, which ought to be more
bindiuyg use it comes with an
appeal to us—it appeals to our sense
of right that a commandment does
not, because a commandment comes
with strictinjunctions that Jeavesno
alternative but to obey; but thisis a
word of counsel by a kind father,
and He tells us that if we shall ob-
serve it, we shall have hLealth, the
destroyer shall not have power over
us nor over our families, and that
we shall have treasures of know-
ledge and wisdom given to us, Sup-
posing here are a good many young
men that belong to this Church,
some of whom are very eager for
knowledge—reading books,studying,
going to the University, imagining
that is tha most direct and

easy way to obtain it, and
at the same time these same young
men, mem bers of the Church,drink-
ing their tea and coffeeand smok.
ing their cigarettes, Does-it not
seem like a great inconsistency for
men and women to do these things?
[ proclaim te you Latter-day Saints
that the YWord of Wisdom is the
word of God, that those whe obey it
will receive every blessing that is
promised in the revelation,thatthey
will have health, and tbat they will
have power and blessings which
they cannot conceive of until they
try it. 1t is a simple thing, yet it
shows how neglectful we are as a
people. I believe the time is not far
distant when we shal have to be
very different to what weare in these
respects. [ will tell you what I have
sometimes thought: that the Lord is
going (o deal withjus as He did with
the Israelites. They hardened their
hearts against the Lord, became
careless and disobedient, an: finally
the Lord in His wrath decreed that
nune of them, with the exception of
Caleb and Joshua, should enter the
promised land. The words that are
used are very expressive, Their
carcasses were (o fall in the wilder-
ness, all over a certain age. Bat the

Lord spared the little ones. He
Fsed up a uow gouciation aud led

them to the promised land. We
have the same promise that fsome
will be left to go back to the promis-
ed land, and I feel satisfled it will Le
fulfilled. But would it not be better
for us all to exercise faith and do
right, that we might all receive the
fultilment of this promise? Certain-
ly. 'There were times inour lives
when we felt that we would do any-
thing for the sake of the spirit we
had received, Is there any person in
this Chureh in this room to-night
who has not seen the time in his or
her life—if they have had any ex
rience—when they would sa.e;i ttlae
anything to be in possession of the
Spirit of God. ¥Every one who has
joined this Church of any age and
experience knows this to be the
case. There is a sweetness to be ex-
perienced in receiving the Spirit of
God that is preferable to everything
else in life. Every one should be in
possession of this spirit. If you do
not bave it, Jet me say toyou, donot
rest till you get it, I do not believe
in the sectarian style of doing
things, neither do you; but there
are some things exceedingly neces-
sary for all to do whether they be-
long to this Church or not, and that
is to look at their lives and examine
and see wherein they have come
ghort, and repent and humble them-
selves before the Lord and get a re-
newal of His Holy Spirit. Of courze
ple who do not belong to this
Church are not likely to take this
.course; yet in the sectarian world
they feel the necessity of revival.
As a people we should live day by
day <o as to have the spirit of God
resting upon us.
I have great pieasure in testifying

these matters. I have been away
now for some eight or ten years,
more than half of my time from
the Church; alone, so to speak; |
bave nut buad the advantages of

other Elders, because they are visit-

them, and I have had to live in that
way while I have been gone. C(lir-
cumstances have somelimes been of
such a nature that I could not see
what to do by my own wisdom; but
I have never yet—and I do notsa
this from vanity at all, T say it to
to encourage you; [ do not say it be-
cause I consider myself blessed
above you, but I say it because it is
your privilege and because [ would
like to stir you up to faith that you
may receive those blessings of God—
[ say there never has been a mo-
ment when [ have been absent but
what [ have had shown to me what
to do, what steps to take, what to
say and what not to say. It gives
nie great joy to bear testimony to
these things; and if there isone
thing that I teel more thankful for
than another, it is that God has re-
stored His Church, and that I have
the privilege of being a member of
it. When Brother Erastus sSnow
was speaking to-day, and when
Brother Woodrufl’ was speaking
yesterday I could scarcely control
myself. You heard how the Lord
led the brethera across the:e plains,
and how when ~President {‘)"uuug
saw this valley he said to Brother

Woodruff, and afterwards to
the brethren of the camp:
“Here 13 the place.” Was

there any doubt in his mind?
Noj the Lord had revealed the place
o him, he knew for himself. I re-
member on one occasion telling
President Youug, the first year we
were here—I was then quite a hoy—
that if we could only get bread and
water I should feel satisfled if we
could only have peace. Well, we
had peace. We were not Larrassed;
indeed a more peaceful time than we
iﬂd when we cajl:m into these val-
¥ys never wasenjoyed by any
on the face of the earth. Prmpfx?m
Yuung knew what the ILord would
do. The Lord had revealed it to
him and described many things
that have not yet occurred. Is
not this precious?—to have the word
of the Lord, to know we are led by
the inspiration of the Almighty. It
is one of the greatest blessings that
a people'can enjoy. KEver since the
Church was organized,we have | een
led by revelation. And who has
been misled by it1? People have al-
ways prospered who have listened to
the voice of the Bhepherd. It was

80 in the days of Joseph, it was o
i thodays or I'IesiUenT Yvung, it ic

s0 to-day under President "aylor,
and it will be o to the end. The
Lord has stretched forth Hie haud
to accomplish His purposes, and it
will not be withdrawn until all is
fulfilled. We shall net be de=titute
of the voice of revelation. We may
do a great many things contrary to
the mind and will of God, for which
He will chastise us and scourge u
if necessary; but He will not with-
draw His Priesthood from us, and
His voice will not cease to be heard;
it will be given unto those of His
servants who live for it, and the
will know the mind and will of God
for this people. Persecution may go
on. People tsay we havenot the
gifts; but the Lord will not leave us;
He has not left us; He will make of
this people a great nation; and there
i no er upon the face of the
earth that can arrest the of
“Mormonism,’ as it is called by the

to you of my own experience in |

world, but whieh is the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ, It will grow, in-
crease and spread abroad as the Pro-
phet Daniel saw it, until it fills the
whole earth, Some of you may get
discouraged and say the Lord delay-
eth His coming, and begin to get
weak in faith because of drunken-
ness and Emhlin in our midst, and
say Zion is not going to be redeemed
because our enemies have got such
wer. But will that ent the re-
emption of Zion? No. The Lord
is brfnging us through these circum-
stances. There was a time when
we were driven by mobs, and our
faith was tried in various ways. It
is necessary that there should still be
trials to test the faith of this Saople.
There are no mobs now, we do not
have our housges burnt down now,
or our cattle shot down, But shall
we be without trials? No. Why?
Because it is necessary—aft least I
accept it as necessary in the provi-
dence of God—that there should be
liquor saloons, ete,, so that Latter-

day Saints who make so many

ing among the varfous branches. I

which I perhaps would not appreci-
ate if I had been constantly in the
society of the Saints, 1 sometimes
regret this; I feel that I have not the
advantages my brethren have; but I
have no doubt the Lord makes up
for it in other ways. 1 have proved
to my entire satisfaction, that God
is willing to reveal Himself to His

| make His mind and will plain to

therefore can appreciate these things | beer and

fessions can, if they want to drink
get drunk, or go inand
play billiards and gamble, or go to
other places that are worse—can do
s0. “But,” one, “l1 thought in
coming to Zion I was eoming to a
place of purity whele none of these
things existed.” If that had been
the cace how would you have been
tried? Itis necessary you should
be tried for a while in order to de-

servants under all circumstances, to |

velop your strength. We have to
be t in contact with the

world, and we have to show the
world that there is something con-
nected with our religion that is en-
during. Yet all these things have
been a source of strength tous.Wh :

Y | says one, how can that be? Well

now, I am in a position to know the
feeling towards us, Our enemies
have been trying to get legislation
against us. But some say, “what is
the use of legislating against the
Mormons? If you will only let them
alone it will come all right.

The Catholics, the Episcopalians
the Methodiatﬂ: the Ba tispt:: the

infidels, have their meeting houses
school houses, and newspapers, anc
have brothels, gambling houses,
drinking saloons, and milliner’s
shops, and you cannot imagine
what 2 great work these things are
doing among the Mormons! The
young people are growing up and
they do not want more wives
than one. Why, it is as muech
a8 they can do to keep one,
The girls want flue millinery, fine
dresses, fine furniture. What is the
use of resorting to unpjust Jegislation
when these things are going on.
When they get rid of their poly-
gamy they will be a good ple.”
[ have sometimes thought that in the
providence of God He suflers such
things. At the same time it is oper-
allng upon our own people. Our
Young men are led on to smoke, to
drink and to do wrong. At the same
Lime, trials are necessary; we must
be tested, and when we emerge
from these trials we will feel better
and stronger. Has the Lord forgot-
ten Zion? Can a mother forget her
nursing ehild? Can you mothers
forget your nursing babies? When

you do, which is not very likely,

then the Lord may forget Zion. His

eye is upon Zion. His band is over

this people. His hand has overruled
all things tor the good of this people
and their salvation. Will Zion be
redeemed? Yes. Will you be re-
deemed? That is for you to say.
Will [ be redecemed? That is for me
tosay. We need have nofear about
the welfare of this work; we need
uot tremble and think there is dan-
ger. Congress may laws, at-
teiupts may Le made to overthrow
this work; but we need have no
fears: Zion will be redeemed. Many
will fall by the wayside, many will
lote their faith, many will be led
awny by false and seducing spirits;

saved and exalted, and all of us
who are here to-night have this
privilege if we will accept of it; we
can be saved each of us and crowned
with glory in the presence of God
and the TLamb, = There is no
provision to exclude us; we are not
predestined for damnation; we are
predestined to be saved if we will

8, |accept of the salvation offered.

Therefore, in the day of the Lord
Jesus Christ, if we are not saved
we cannot look up and charge God
with having done anything to pre-

Y|vent us, we will have no one to

blame but ourselves and that will
be our hell.

I praz the Lord in the name of
Jesus Christ, that we may all be
saved and exalted in the celestial
kingdom, Let us live our religion,
this precious and holy religion, and
let me say to you that if you have
not had the happiness of it latsly,
get the happiness that it produces,
and you will not exchange it for
anything else in the world. 1t
ought fo be a pearl of great price to
all of us, and we ought to cherish it
more than we do our lives. Amen.

Oovrespondence,

Georgla Mission,

|

Rome, May 15, 1881.

Editor Deseret News:

As I have been chosen fo act as
President of this Conference, [ will
here give you a report of tim pro-
greas of the Latter-day work in this
empire State of the South, where in-
nocent blood eries from the ground
for vengeance upon all those who
will not repent and turn from their
w.cked ways.

At the April Conference, 1880, I
was ealléd to go on a mission to the
Southern States, so I left my home
and family in Provo, and took train
for this conference, where 1 found
branches of Saints 3, Traveling El-
ders 6, local Elders 6, Prlests and
Teachers 3, members 48, Total of
officersand members, 54.

During the last year we have or-
ganized branches 3, received Travel-
ing Elders 10, ordained local Xlders
7, ordained Priests and Teachers 3,
baptized 60, <¢hildren blessed 8§;
making a total of 133 souls who have

sed and helped to spread the

espou
ciples of the true Gospel in this

huat theva will ha thoca whan will Iml

State during the last year. Out of
this number 9 have emigrated to
Colorado, 2 deaths have occurred and
9 lraveling Elders have been releas-
ed and transferred to other States.

Atpresent we have 11 Traveling
Elders who are laboring in different
parts of this State, J. B. Keeler and
J. Carter are im White County,
where they are meeting with much
Success in preaching, distributing
tracts and baptizing.

Elder W, H, Adams, of Fannen
Co., has just beea joined by Elders
S. E. Metealf and J. Goff,from Zion.
They report several baptisms and
much interest taken and prospects
good for many conggae into the fold
during this sum .

Elders M. F, Cowley and J, W,
Taylor are traveling in Clayton and
other counties in south-west Geor-
gia, where they have opened some
new fields, and baptized some few,

Elders W, J. Packer and S. Bills
are laboring in Haralson and other
counfties, south, where they are now
canvassing the lower counties and
making connection with Taylor and
Cowley, and opening up the gospel
to many who have sent word that
they would like 'o hear our peculiar
doctrine preached. This will give
us i Jarge field, for cur members are
scattered through norih, middle and
south-west Georgia 1 have just
been juined Xlder Geo. C. Parkin-
son of Franklin, Heis feeling well
and looking hale and hearty. 1 have
been traveling® alone in Floyd,
Polk, Haralson ; and surrounding
counties. I have met with much
success in gelting places to preach
in and people to listen to me, for
nearly all are anxious to see an El-
der and to hear of the peculiar peo-
ple called **Mormons.”

At present we have gix branches
organized in the State, and our nine
local Elders preside over these
branches; holding meetings, Sunday
Schools, and preaching and teaching,
and bhelp other Elders to spread forth
the true principles of the gospel in
the diflerent districts where they re-
side. Our 104 members are scatter-
ed through nearly all the counties
in north-west Georgia. They are
mostly heads of families, and have
many children, which will add
many to Zion’s cause when their
parents emigrate, which nearly all
want to as soon as they embrace
he gospel. Bul many are’poor and

Inmwron sl s o mms cnwme o Fan‘i’ +rolr lin‘i]_.

road fare, and others that have pro-
perty and homes cannot sell them,
8o they stay bere and furnish homes
for the lders and assist in carrying
the gospel to nll parts, even unto the
backwoods. We have quite a large
branch of Saints in Haralson county,
and we have built a meeting house
there, and we will hold our annual
conference there July 22, 23 and 24.
President John Morgan will meet
with us and we will celebrate the
24th in Georgia.

The NEws is a welcome and re-
liable informer of the progress of
Zion’s eause, both to the Elders and
Baints. So ever praying for Zion’s
progress, I remain yours truly,

WALTER BCOTT.

— 4P

Mesting of the Payson DBee Heepers®
Assgelation,

Payson, May 26, 1881.
Editor Deserct News:

After the usual opening exercises,
roll was called and 12 members pre-
sent.

The Vice-President spoke on the
subject of “Queen Rearing,” and
said that the best way to raise
queens was to take the old queen
awav from a full stock, and let them
build a lot of queen cells; then select
your cells from them to put in your
nuclens etock. The queen will be
longer lived than by dividing. He
said a queen that will fertilize within
from four to six days affer being
hatehed, is more prolific and longer
lived than thoze that do not fertilize
80 young,

Good remarks on bee culture were
made by some of the members.

Two members vwere received into

the Association.
Meeting adjourned for two weeks,

P. M. GRIGG,
President.

(. (7. BIMONS, .
Cor. Secretary.
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[s your harness hard, rusty or be
ginning to crack? give it an oiling
with Uncle Sam’s Harness Oil, and
it will be made soft and pliable, and
also have a good black finish, which
will not rub off. Sold by

Gopee, 'irrs & Co,



