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AN OLDFASHIONED LOVE STORY I

=
tuen for the Nrws
hildren like stories and grown people

it so I have observed and especially

Chminra time and indeed the y ex-

t this sort of amusement along with

ny other things music songs game
and to help entertain the readers of

r home paper I am going to tell i
ry of Chlistmis happening n long

Ie ago It would be little use telling-

out a modem Christmas the children

fanuhr with its details anti grown up

ople know only too well what Christ
is means at the close of the nmtcenth-

ntury yet many people are made hap
er by the observance of the Christmas
ing and receiving IHowever ns hap
ness does not exist in fine clothes or
gant presents nor yet a grand house
even In luxuries of any sort Christ

is in the olden time brought as much

odwill and pleasure as our Christmas

the present day
As a matter of fact the young people
wadiys know very little of the cus

ms and ethics of the past generations
Id sometimes it is vell to remind them

at though there was less ostentation
idI show there was teal enjoyment In

e simpler festivities Xnd plainer cook

g of the days of their grand parents
ut the story I shall tellou will not deal
uch in Christmas sweetmeats nor even

meat and game dishes with which

Ie dinner table is often graced on these
caslons but more with the sentiment of

ijs gone by laid with people plain

ery day folks who lived in a very

tuple way with humble surrounding in

ct it will be an old fashioned love

ory

I must drive to town and get the
jail tonight Dickharness old Betty anti I

ring the chaise around to the front gate
ill you said a country gentleman to

Inred nail one cold afternoon In in
r and turning to his wife explained I

hall be bid in good time for tea dont
e worried its moonlight and the mare is
ire and as tomorrow is Christmas the
ostonicellbeshut

Mrs Fleming followed her husband
town the walk to the gate chatting is
he went tellingt thimi to Keep wripped upl
iell for the snow was filling fast now
five miles to drive in a snowstorm joint
la long wahadnt you better send
ck ho Id like therideitll dome
ood to stir aboat and youre busy with

Jmsltnast things there anything I cm
rnEou from ililsstore No unless
iou can get some wax candles Ive only
homemade tallow ones arid Id like to
Ilight the parlor up if the folks do come
fludwe expect and it iu long time since
ve used the tallI brw candlesticks
fera bright and IIIailing now and it
rould be b sort ot a welcome even if we-
o have a roaring Ire of pine knots KjI-

I laid ready but Im shivering heanding here while on re getting
news John there be letter-

sI Ifood anyway and from the
Aks or at theyre coming-
naybethey

i

wont write md they issed-
ood bje is though they were joung
oers as even old folks will when they re
much alone Mr Fleming drove olfhile his wife sinking the light
om the slnwl she had thrown over her
ead went inside saying to herself Its
luays good luck to have snow fall on
hrist loss grandpa used to say and I ve-

onced it often Busy with prcpari
tons lor the evening meil and hum
ning an old lullaby song to her elf as
he went in nnd out giving directions to-

te housemaid and putting some flowers
om the house plants into a vase or two

Dr the table the time flew fastand look
igup at the clock striking the hour
uch an old familiar friend it had stood
n that same room more than fifty years-
he saw that it was past the time joint
hould beat home and lifting the heavy
urtains noticed how the snow w as blow
ig and she called

I to Dick to see il tile
haisewas up the roid for the
odwlfe u as r t nervous but

elore Dicki was fIeway out of the
ard his master driving through-
he lane to the back door and was in the
lichen shaking his great coat and 1

HE
Cts

to his wife to come and take the lo-

Womanlke she looked them over un-
it foreign postmark arid
emblmgwith excitement she hurried
cickct

tto the supper room and sat down
ne before opening the Iletter lest

should be bad news from her boy
John coming in after getting oil his wet
mots was astonished to see tier tears
md in his usual cheerful way tried to con
mcc her it must be good news and she
rokc the seal a tiny wafer ali her
es swimming in tear read a few linehen looking up to husband intently

4atchiow her said I knew t was ba-
dos I felt it fOU read John and tell me-

cant Taking Ihe letter and looking
hy theres nothing the matter Hetlic
1 only boys married over there

an tlhs to congratuliteI
My boy my pride my own

mantled and never asked us never tits and we all the time expecting
tome soon New Years ma be and
Rachel whit will v e do about her she
ways loved him ever since they were
raildrtn and w e expected theyaimarry
lomediy and settleI down here on the
tarn same as we have you know that
John Hut John was reading the letter
Hough he heard all lilt wife had to say
In d knew t wis what they calculated
on well the suppers getting spoilt
Please matarnst slid SalflShalt I serve4-
110W1 Seated the tible Mrs FirmI-
ng Touring the tea with a tremulous
ban trmgi to cheer her
mirked site must let our children
loose for themselves w e did ou know
and Harry never really proposed to
R chel did he there was no engage
Ilentuasthere between Ihem No-

t itI was an Understood thing and m-
wa she break tier about it

hell hihere tomprrow dllhow shall
tic tell tier nhdolls married The best
thing we now Is to eat our supper
Pld

mar be after that You can finish read
Jag t etter I confess I don t care much
fur the kind of matchI beseems to lhave-

Idtbut we must nt grieve over U lies
TJmed some rich woman over there

o s fallenI In love with him Not a
itde I hope I hate titles and ill that
umraery faid Mrs lemmg with
y of her head oil don know
boul at vou seem pretty proud of be
8called Ihe squires wife I ve noticed

<a hat oyour grandfather old Major

I

= ==
Wethcrspoon Those are not the
hies I mean know well enough
they re J I dont know I
guess they ori in the old countr
100r Mrs Fleming was so cut up as

expressed It that the supper she lud
taken so much pains to prepare wis
scarcely tasted by her though tile phi
osoplucal squire ate hearty enough
Ins long rice arid kept telling his wife
all tile while this and tint the letter con
Ijiineil trying to console her that the
wedding was 1 vciy grand flair they
had been married in Church and the
bride wore an elegant silk dress with
red lace and such a long tra n two or
three servants to carry it and her flow ers
and fan and when they came out of the
Church a shower of rice was thrown
after them and it was all just like a fairy
tale and the name IlcttieI what do
think it is llir name why llary Fleming now sties married

Blt she has a name of her on of
course your name is Mrs John Fleming
but our own nitrate is Hettie and wi-
Hcttie Warner once upon i time when I
firstknewyou My name w as as IOU
SO Mehltable Warner herany wor e
than that No I guess 10t wore but
were used to Alt hitable though youre
never called by it1t But my maternal
grandmother was and grandpa never
called tier Ifettie arid in tact said IIWaundignified lie believed in loin names
He khh Vtersij l think of that for
a 111

Yes I confess Iwas dignified but 1ou
dont seem to care about the name of
Hirrys wife however Iou can lead
yoursef now youve done cring do

ld take a little supper no knuwiiu
who II be here et to night and ouve
never opened the letters fromUticaor-
Newburgh Harrys wifes name the
squire repeated slowly is Honore
Mane Oclavia de LOrme Wellhalbeats all I cant think how
condescend to unite her mono and her

rand name to OLe like tarryI Fleming
if he does paint pictures

Theconversitton was Interrupted tile
great Iron knocker on the Iront door
binged and lick voice was heard call
ing to the horses for he had heard the
wheels crunching in the snow and Sally
opened the door and the broad front
entry was full of people who looked like
sno men and women but Sally carried
their wraps oil into the kitchen and soon
shaking hands and he my w deeming was
going on m good earnest and the iguests
were brout lit Into tile warm living room
and Mrs Henlng forgot her trouble arid
her letters fixing supper for henisilosw lie thesquirelightetfthe pine knots on
toe parlor tire arid then he remembered-
the candles and brought them out of
the capacious pocket of his great coat
and when Mrs IFleming cme in later
the room ablaze with light Rail the reflec-
tion on the walls hung with pictures of
I larry amateur paintings reminded her
of the unread letter arid her recent tearSupper over the guests were ushered in-
to the best room as Squire Fleming
insisted upon calling it though really it
was very much of a for a country
house paror

After seeing the company comfortably
seated In Ihe arm chairs arid rockers
ls Fleming excnsed herself and wensee to tile sleeping r s

While showing Silly how tolef extra
bedding arid so on she her
self of the letters arid went down stairs
to the desk which stood in the corner of
the long living room where they always
sat togelher except on high days and
holidays and took ill their meals there
lay tile letters on the open desk two un-

openedone from the away at school
RI unlce and AbigailalwiScallcd Abbie i
and one from Collins the ounger son
at Ihe university they were all right
neither of them coming home for Chri-
stI and the letters were loving epistles
and she gathered courage b y reading
then to finish Hirrys letter I

wouldnt mind it so much after all she
said to herself by way of comfort if
wasnt for Rachel and then site broke
down again looking up she caught sight
of herself m Ihe glass and soliloquized

dear me how old I am gro lug my hair
is pelting gray and my eyes are dull land
sunken ind 6 my the wrinkles I must
try to brighten up i bit how long Ive
been here arid all those visitors and only
John
think

to entertain there hal wi they

Just then the clock struck midnight
and she could Ihear the marry voices call-

ing out the Christmas greetings and John
came calling HettieI where are you
laid before sin could answer he kissed
her on both cheeks and brought her into
the best rOl arid then there was more
cheering at last they quieted down
and sanj and talked of old time when
they were formal or more
and then SaliyTifd Dick were called in
and the prayers were said in the old
orthodox waystanding behind the chairs
and the company w ere show to the cosy
edrooms up stairs laid entered to prim
beds with downy pillows and home-
made fUnnel sheets Hcttie and John
IFleming sat by the firelight with the
shadows flittmgabout arid resting
on the pictures on the I arid talked
of Itairys marriage and the children
away from home and the ears they had
passed at the old homestead arid the
many changes and the Squire turning to
his wife as though to conclude said

Weve been so happy here and no
great sorrow his conic to darken our
lues twould be wrong to indulge m ill
feeling utIlarrysmarriagechecru-
arid

I

make the best of it we must make
an effort to have our visitors enjoy them-
selves theyve come so lar through the
cold to see us mail brother lien and his
w ire have never been here for years nor
cousin Joseph either and the girls and
boys will be delighted to ste the farm
and have a look around if the storm sub-
sides by tomorrow theyre used to the
city and It II all be new to them fine
young folks they seem

esjolm know we have much to
be grateful for andytl cant help feeling

hurt we thought be so different
and for our eldest son to disappoint us
so good example for the others
md Whtb too sudden fear marry
m haste and repent it leisure is the old
adage but its true generally

We mustn expect too much In this
wotld life is full of changes and tile fact
says truly Im afraid In our case

For diappolajment not holholUs pride and passion pint stno
And seemingly Im Inclined to

believe it iis not so Hirry
marriage that is a dissapo ntment but
your pride has been wounded and you
w anted him to marry Rachel Van Dyke

Indeed oure nor very complimen-
tary to meant course Im proud of Harry
and his picturesi too and I had set my
heart on Rachel for a daughter m law

and theres not a likelier girl any here
and she oil blood her vims if it
Is Dutch ringshe s is

ui311 an Americin
as any of us though her great crind
father cattle over front Illolhnd md
settled here In York state
he

va one or
original hnd holders but I am hut

I o n to it andllt bothers tile about
Rachel anti telling tit our friendstheyre
sure to ask alter Itarry mail II see
how we feel even iif we dont1elLet them think what I
slnntexpl maters larry had n right-
to marry hes age ago mail if we
dont mike a fuss no one else will Im
sure said the squire

You know everyone round here just
about worshipped him arid I fancy
oung men going oil anti marring
trange women it iknt orthodox you
know lint whit kind of religion she s
been brought up in we dont know nor
what sort lllorils either perhaps shellead Harry astray from truth anti

DOl t worry so I cities the ILords care
will be over him there is well as here
let us leave him in tile good ILords care
who rules anti overrules illI things for
good to those who trust in Him

Mrs tried to be brave butFleming
onl the earnings of Ihe
motherheart for the absent ones and
with sorrow unfeigned she tried to sleep-
away tier grief and drem or brighter
thins

And while family indcuests are buried-
in dreamy sleep oblivious of surround-
ings we wi ramble round the premises
lUs an square tic o stoiy house with
large rooms below and chambers equally
sracious plenty of windows and the
reguhtidn green shutters The front
piazza was quite imposing with tall
fluted columns and the entire appear-
ance denoted stateliness the front yard
was some distance front thei road and the
long walk was bordered on either side

tall lilacs and great horse chestnut
trees fit the corers old shady elms on
the road side line on the south side
ran out to the barn and thence to the
orchard the trees now were covered
with frost and snow and in the moon
light the whole place was like fairy land
A beautiful picture iin itself Some parts
of the house were not used much m
winter for hoe were not the daIs of
stoves and furnaces and the best room
was onlv for company of the bet sort
from a distance and not for ordinary
visitors not even the minister and the
guest clumber over the parlor was even
more exclusive anti colder but on spec-
ial occasions Ilike tile present tileI treat
brass warming fin was taken down from
its nail in the wall and filled with live
coals and the housemaid went through
the bedrooms md seen that each bed-
was thoroughly warmed <you can per-

m
ceive tht flami sheets were not amiss

those times Horses cows pigs md
chickens everything upon the premises-
all were well housed

Christmas day wis bright with sun-

shine and good cheer the Tjrelkhst over-
all went to church in the most orthodox
fashion and at the close of the services
while introducing his relations to the
minister the Squire united him rather
unceremoniously considenng it was
Chnstmas to dine with them at the
mansion is tile place was designated
common acccptmce Rev Trislus G itIrrman after home excuses about his house
keepers preparitlons arid the Christ
mis goose umlly consented to join the
party Having paid strict attention to
the proprieties all felt at liberty to eat
drink md be merrys for he rest of the
day Even Mrs Fit an lug forgot her
true and joined in the gcnerallestivlY
Nothing vas said of
until the visitors gathered riin the parlor r

after dinner when the mmisteropened
tile subject by inquiring whit news
Squirei from Mr1Hirr how docs he
like Iiris or iis Join llilyal present
Uncle lien supplemented the question
while the Squire sort of deliberated by
saing esjohn we ve not heard word
since we came about larry arid ou
were alnys so proud talent for
drawing all Ruth and niself were
examining lilt paintings here this morn
ing and wondering I he was going to he
l great artist now lies gone abroad
The hush was almost painful the Squire
looked at his wife and she turned to
ward Rachel who had come early In the
afternoon il was evident some explana-
tion must be made arid the Squirei broke
the silence with Mother Wheres the
letter we had last night we might read-
It that explains affairs exactly Rachel
unconscious orally secrecy but fully
iwareol her love for I larry asked can
I retch the letter Squire Mrs lemmg
grasped tile opportunity arid Slid yes
conic with meP Squire Iteming had
not remembered the girl when he had
proposed reading the letter arid now he
realized the embarrassment still he
trusted to his wifes tact to help him in
the dilemma Meantime In the other
room Mrs lennng and Rachel read the
news together Ihe girl proud spinled
and unwilling to betray even to his
mother her unrequited affection showed-
no oulward emotion Mrs Fleming
wept bitterly and brokeoul sobbing

You muslu t be down hearted my girls
there as good fish in Ihe sea as ever

was caught and IInl sure Harry has
been deceived by glitter and
away from home hell come to his
enses when its too late Im as dis-

appointed as can be I alas thought he
would marry you though Ihere wanolh
Ing said

Dont mind me Mr Fleming Ill
taLe the letter in
ourselfami with the open h tier in

her hind Rachel walked up lo Ihe
squire Ihanding him Ihe letter and then
sat down and stened apparenlly as un-

concerned as if the writer tact been a to-

tal stranger Alter the first few com-
ments all congratulatory noticing Mrs
Flemings absence she vvenllo look for
tier telling her the letter hid been read
and quoting some of tile complimentary
remarks tier indifferent manner com-

pletely modified the mother vnt anti
the evening passed off is giyly as though-
no Iheart Ilaid been broken Rachel was
asked to sing and reluctantly consented
she sat down to the Melodeon and In a
voice of louchmg sweetness sang the old
favorite Oh no we never mention him
his name is never heard by the sug-
gestion of one of the young lady visitors
strange how these things happen The
minister was the only one who noticed

am thing unusual m tier voice and he
sympathetically then and there made up
his mind to win her for himself if pos
sible he knew her preference lor Itarry
IFleming but he had never thought the

oung man returned her affection in a
manly way yet he had been toosensitue
to risk an uncertainty now he felt he
ould at least offer Ins sincere friendship

and walt his opportunity How little we
know what passes through the minds of

others our daily associates even when-
in the same room with them Mind

is not to a sciencereading ye reducand it weralt life of much

fits romalcelmd there would be no
more s secrets but whether the
v orld on as usual who knows

rated jogU any the pirty broke up it
a late hour the minister olierid to escort
Rachel home mil though she had In
tended remaining to help Mrs IFleming

n crtitiiI tier guests she gladly accepted
thinking it would be n relief to go home
and be quite alone Rachel lived with
tier grind mother whom site knew would
be fist asleep and I can think it ill
over and make up my mind how to bear
itt for no Ivlg soul shall know how I

have from m childhood she
thought to she walked home
beside the young IIr At home m
Ier ov n chamber wepl md pnjelI
and struggled heref to matter the
feelings she hid always cherished fur
I tarry though he had made no promise
Uiinhcueulibroad yet lie kissed her
goodbye called her lilt S eetheart arid
told her to write How glad she was
now that she had leer written how

hd miny oung rirl won lit be iif she
tact ra-

sages
penned the telltale mes

that have caused so much uneisl
less land sometimes serious difficulties
wheat engagements hive been broken

The visitors at the mansion departed
after New Years the das had been
happily spent In the main Rachel halt
been invited to parlicmite m ale les

lvnies and had worn n anti

chated and sang it usual and she was
present to say the farewell and to
speed the parting guests kquire Flem-
in had noticed the ministers prefrtrace
md aid to his wife that Rachel leemcd
pleased with his attentions s little do
men know from outward ippearmcts
how to judge womankind especially in
affairs of tile he-

Aler
irt

the holiday season Rachel shut
in and was more filter and re

served than ever her grandma noticed
that she uo longer paid regular visits to
the lemmgs is site hid ilwus done for

year but she disliked questioning tier
yet she Iaw that site was trou to

It was the minister who enlightened tile
old hdy at last IHe came in one liter
noon when IRachel had gone to see a
friend and grandma was alone in her
easy parlor she was a grand sort ofo
nnn with lminers like i Duchess and
the minister rind the Squire were fond of
tier company for she kept posted on all

l
the current topics of the day Mr Gill
man W1diffident but he tell it a duty to
speak to Airs I Illicit about coming there
so frequently and he didnt walt to be
msuneirslood He had no great con
idence In his powers of allraclion in fact
was very modest about himself but he
was not willing to lose this opportunity

not displeased withMrsIlton youJoften tire ou Cer-

tainlylY not IIm rather fond of young-
company arid Rachel needs livening lP-
shes Van much alone nth me Im an
old woman now tts very certain arid
Id like tier to go Utica see tier
cousins for a few days but site wont
hear oft Im anxiou about tier health
she paler and thinner every thy

The minister gathered courage at this
and said His it ever occurred to yon
that sties thinking of Harry leniing

Yes Ive thought of it I must ic
lowledge but Ill never believe a girl

ith a drop nf my blood in her VCn
w1 pint alter a mal who slighted

nut that Lind though I wouldnt-
say but If he came home and asked her
to be his wife she might saly yes But
lies marriedi already Mrs Hilton1
I Married well wnat is it kept a secret-
or iis there any disgrace about it I

think not though Mrs Fleming w Idreadfully upset when the news came
md site dont likei to heir it spoken of
I heard the letter read So Harrv is
mmed Im not sorry for he wasn t
good enough for Rachel so thits
chats troubling tier liltl pack Itier off to
Utica tomorrow Iollyl take care of
me shes Waited these thir-

lyenr
The young mail blushing like a girl

determined 10 speak now Mrs Hilton
would you object to my marrying
Rachel do ou think site would accept
metI I proposed to tier Ive loved tier
ever ince I firt met tier-

IYounr girls Mr Gillman like to be-

coured and I guess Rachel iis not an ex-

ception in lhat respect have you made
Ilove to herl-

No I cant say that exacllv Ive tried
to let her Jsee that I little red her Jo
every other young momantancilwanatto-
rolcselca her with your consent u

lier guardian arent you I am 1she has but shes of ae and what s
has iier legacy is tier Ive no legal
right lo control her alll nlf have will be
hers when Ilinroneabut she musnt be-

overptasu r just now lo
show people shes opining for I

Flemingi Illl care ol thatt rRachel adores you Ive never
such devotion in any young girl Its

somehing sublime In characleribut
was inlerrupted

the door opened and in walked Rachel
flushed with the walk and perhaps with
finding the young minister ther Noth-
ing more was said on tile suVjecl t and
the minister bade tlicm good evening
early

After the door closed behind him
Airs IHilton questioned Rachel closely-
and the girl longing to confide In some
one told her the story not even conceal-
ing the ardent love and sore disappoint-
ment nor her own lear that she could
never overcome It grandma was puz-

zled site lhad not tliouv lit It so bad and
with her heart sellingI for the young girl
whom she loved more than augijt else-
on earth they parted for the night-
Long after Rachel was asleep grandma
was busy with plans to make Rachel
forgather trouble She Scarcely gave
a thought to the young minister he
must do his own wooing and abide by
the consequences Life is full of these
byplays and sometimes Ihey prove to
be tragedi In earnest

In the morning grandma told Rachel
site had made up her mind to send her
away for a few weeks and try what
effect tile change would have to bring
tier color back cant see ou growing-
more delicate day by day once away-
Irom here and seeing new people youj
forget the pain you feet now

was loth lo go but she dreaded
the minister proposing and she felt she
couldiitrust herself scaled she was
afraid site might ield il Ic should he
persistent though tier grandma hat
never told tier of Itheir conversation
and for this reason more than any other
she consented to go Arrangements
were made lor Squire lennng to take
her In its chaise to town where she
could take the stage lor Utica Rachel
had gone before Mr IGilIniaul had nun
tered courage to speak his mind iit was
easy to talK to her grandma but when
he was alone with Itier his he irt failed
lest she shoud refuse himi and it shouliI i

be a final ending of it all he was not an
adept In Ithe art 01 lovemaking evi
cent y he felt too deeply

The das and weeks went by andI

Rachel 3 still away but when the
summer was neirly over she was sent
or In haste Mrs HiltonI was serious

BI md though nursed and tended b
ovmg hands she passed to the great

beyond but before her death she told
Rachel of the ministers strong altach
intent for her and advised her to accept
him for he was rood and uptight and
every inch n gentleman Rachel made
10 pronalsebut she ron feted over it the
knew thinLs could not go oil tie sameabefore now that grandma was guic
Squire Fleming offered Rachel a hOle
Mill them arid Ins wife insisted upon

her coming and though they were
dearer loler than nail of her ownkiu
tired she felt U would be impossible lo
accept of it under the rjrcuimtinccs

After some miluic deliberation she
decided to go lo Nc oburLli where her
Jtius sister lived and site had sent a
prosing invitation liter hearing of Mrs
I Illtons death to Rachel to conic and
sped the winter silo rather dreaded
going however knowing her aunt wis
a very Imperious sort 01 person but it
really teen ed to be the only vpeuing
suitable Rachel was melanchol md
alone in the world that the minister
could not from his point of view do any
thing tint would look as though he had
taken advantage ot her lovelyI circuit
slanccs He gain her its blcbsngal
he Squires gate when they parted and
told her he would write but Iron her he
asked nothinz

Rachel jU
ituiosphere

ij herself In quite another
at tier nunts too house was

grander than any File had ever seen
there was always couipany of fashion
able people the dressing and style such
as her aunt extcle1 of her she cOlld
not endlr she olen excustal herself
tier tint called proud arid was
sometimes angry with tier t1or grieving
over an old woman ashe designated
Airs Ifilton tho brought tier till
such a novice That was too much to
RAchel ho trulytevereal tier grandmas
memory for she been all the world
10 her and she packed her trunks to go
home uticereinoniouily but meanwhile

I letter came lroiii Mr Uillnian that
lade her hesitate It was decidedly
grave and lo tile point and Rachel felt
she could not go home until site had
cai cfully considered offer ol marriage
It had contained It was a genuine love
letter modest withal but rather lingers
live leaving her no alternative but yes
or no plain English

Rachel was in a manner speaking
quite independent witl lean tof he-
ron and a great o f tact hich IIt
often littler than talent and she hid

t admirers though she kept themmany
t n distancei the 1tter pleased and

perplexed her what she needed
isgood ujnd advice front a tre friend
She recalled her grandmas couuello-
a the minister a n it resolved

at once to goUtgtthe IcniinKSlhcyi etc
the nearest and deares to whom she
could apply and was only her pride
lest they siiould know Ihe true state of
her testingI that stoo In the way Site
told her aunt she land received a bud
ness totter which was actual y true
Inch required her lo go home Iimmedi-

ately and though her aunt begged
tier to return lor the holidas she
made no promise ore was heartily
tired oflhe frivolity of fashionable life

Rachel was set down al Squire lem
ings gate one cold day early in Dceir
her arid walking up to the front door
filled the herself the
Squirei as we tithe Moor arid almost

30 astonished called lo his-

wife Rachel has come11 after the first
greetings Airs Fleming said Ofcourse-
youre come for Christmas lit only a
lew days off Rachel looked serious
and replied ThatI depends upon the
advice I get from you two 0 on a
very important miller and then she
opened her heart freely to these good
literals Hough very much embarrassed
sheleactlew the details Mrs Itrmmg

tears for she had hoped
Collins who was soon to have his dip

loma would lake to Rachel as she
exnrcsted It but the girl smiled and
said 114f sits must imrr it would be a
man and not n boy even if lie ere a
doctor and besides she added Do
you remember telling me last Christmas
he old saying Theres as good fish in
the sea as ever were caught and Dr
Collins will undoubtedly have a good
show The Squire lau Jied Lot his-

Airs didnt even hmle site felt it was
too bad not to have Rachel in tile fam-

ily jet in her hear she knew It was
best as her i-
n

decided alter
hearing the girlI I s story and her gland
nas counsel thai she should marry Ihe

but ter and urged her to be married-
in Xmas day

Squire Fleming paid the minister a
isil that evening he had IJust come

from IheI postoffice feeling a little des-
pondent landing no letter from Rachel
in answer to his but when the maid
opened the door of his study and an
nounccd Squire lemlng he tried to
seem unconcerned The Squire was
not long in stating his errand and Mr
Gillmansjoy was beyond expression in
words I would be too much to
tell of the meeeilng of these oung
people in this best room at
the mansion the wax candles were
not lighted and there were no pine
knots blazing only a few coals from the
fire tint had been lighted when RaJiel
came but it was quite sufficient for their
interview and if Grandma Hilton had
been watching she would have seen the
minister making love to RachelI in the
most impassioned way

Rachel had seen so much style in
costumes at her aunts that she went lo
the other extreme md would not even
have a wedding dress at all and argued
wuh Mr Ileiniug who tried to insist
upon saying Im in mourning for
my and it ould be In very
bad taste besides as Ihe ministers wile
I must be very rlrcumspictand she
had her own way Mr Gillman and
Miss Van Dyl e were married quietly on
Christmas eve In the dear old parlor
sacred to many memories of the days
that were past slid Hirrys picture on
the wall didnt seem to frown upon her
nor affect her many wa Dr Collins
was at home and was best man at the
ceremon and Eunice and Abbie were
perfectly deluhled to be bridesmaids
and Squire riemmg ga e the bride awa
though Rachel wanted li11 to perform-
the ceremony but Mr Gillman was
rather doubtful about its being strictly
orthodox unless a minister officiated
and so went away sonic distance to one
ol his college Iriends and everthing
was perfectly satisfactory Alter the
ceremony and congratulations when all
were seated at tile table in the same
living room where years signs Rachel
had heard tile news olIIHarrysmirriage
the Squire brought in letters Dick hat
had driven over to low n lo fetch them
Mrs Fleming trembled when she saw
the foreign postmark but the b nlre
did not heed tier rolls and opened iIt

forthwith Good new my blends I
he exclaimed I tarrysm lIe has ore a
son and n w let its drink to the
nnd happiness ol tile bride anti bride
groomanJ Ihe little grandson acius tin
sea Never did there eel a hnppier
company even Mr Fleming appeartd
jubilant over rite news of liarrys boT1rite evening was spent fit sunge c
and tales of the mansion vnd of tie
many marriage the Squire hdolemn
ized still his Wher helme him In that
same room Xmas day pasxccl Joyfully
Inc Rev Nat Ilrovin preached tile set-
most while the bridegroom sat ifit the
high backed pew with his bride beside
him

At evening one year front the first
time the trinhicar had escored Rachel
hOle lie took tier hOle

parsonagellisteadt of liturandmasR-acticl recalitil it tilll and I

she had felt that night for she resolved
there should he no secrets il tier lifeher
husband should not know

And aI ant cry much Interested in
these people who lived long ago9t-
pernaps I catuht to tell on a little more
not exactly that the all married and
hJ happily forever all erw ards like tile
people fairy stories but that many
very strange filings happened for lyou know wonderful things sometimes
occur in the lives of men arid women

It ache Ins it Ilbdel ministers Ire
andthemotherot live daughters You
would not Cate to hear of them as they
never maaiedbnt etc all lovely women
n pmsters IIlarrv Flemings lie died in

Irl and lie brought his boy home to
mother to raise while he studied art

broad Dr Collins was a successlul
physician and alter the death ol his
atncr still mother he kept house al Ihe
mansion willi his sister Pumcc Abbie
married md went to Utica to live and
when Harry tired of living abioid he
came home too to be with Ins son and
the family for like many another wan-
derer m foreign pails he longed for the
old home and the familiar Inends and
places Mrs Gillman md her daughters
visited cc asionaly at the manson arid
after the girls grown and the Rev
I rislus Gillman had been laid awiy
some time in tile iiient grave in the old
churchyards where so man dear ties
Rachel had tenderly loved were sleep
ingthe love she had once erased cattle
to tier HirryI Fleming resting upon
his laurels md Ins well uicilttd lime
found passing his tune it Mrs Gillmans
home very pleasant land the girls tut illy
unaware ot any love passages of tile
the past ther 10lhers life contained
Imagined were Intended for

ole of them Whit was their great sur-
prise tii hear front Dr Collins that he
was their mothers first sweetheart they
were romantic girls and teased their
10ther unmercifully about tier od beau
but took tile maitcar very seriously
and called it family council and laid the

tblo them whereupon they all
occided in favor ol Mr Floating and
after seven ears of widowhood and
when her hair had begain to turn gray
and her manner was very sedate and
reposeful there was another wedding
in the same old parlor in the mansion
not tarn young and blooming bride nor
an ardent oung lover but a man in

yer who had seen much ol the world
md and was clad to find rest arid Ihap
pmess in the love of i true woman arid
so though Nits lennng was not there-
to see it Rachel came at last alter long Iyears to mistress ol the old mansion
md the home w is full too with Rachel
children and the leimngs and In good
time still another was addtd to tile-

familya son was bom lo Rachel arid
Harry Fleming and theIr was greater
reiolcmg there on tint Xmas day whei
the news of Ihe grandson was brought
front alar while the eo npany sat at the
marriage least ol Mr md Mrs Gilloian
How 0 ten it has come to pass that
tile things one longed for unreasonably
when young arc given in the soberer
ears or even in the sere anti yellow

leaf ol age Hut flat best of all this his
tory remains to be told and as this
story is already too long ou who are
fond nf old fashioned love stories must
wait patiently ulti next Christmas lor
the finale W W W
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