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Moshe, the ancient name of Moses;
while on each side of this }Jikeness, and
on different sides of the stone,
above, beneath and round about
were the Ten Commandments
that were received on Mount Sinai,
written in the ancient Hebréw charac-
ters. * Now recollect that the Book of
Mormon had been been in print thir-
ty years before this discovery., And
what does this discovery prove? It
provesthat the builders of these mounds,
south of the great lakes in the great
Mississippi Valley in ORio, Indiaua,
Illinois, New York,etc., must have un-
derstood the Hebrew characters; and
not only that, but they must also have
understood the law of Moses, Other-
wise how happened it that-they should

write on this stone the Ten Command- |

ments almost verbatim as they are now
contained in King James’ translation of
the Bible. It prowves that the builders
of these mound« were Israelites, and
that their illustrious dead, buried in
these mounds, had these command-
ments buried with them, in aeccord-
ance with the custom of many of the
ancient nations, especially the Xgyp-
tians, who were in the habit of con-
signing their written sacred papyrus to
their great tombe. In Egypt many of
these ancient manuscripts have been ex-
humed and, in many imstances, pre-
tended to be translated. Bo the Israel-
ites followed the customs of these East-
ern nations,and buried that which the
considered most sacred, namely, the
T'en Commandments, thundered by the
voice of the Almighty in the midst of
flaming fire on Mount BSinai in the
ears of all the congregation of Israel.

I have seen that sacred stone. is
not a hatched up story. I heard tell of it
as being in the Antiquarian Society, or
rather, as it is now called, the Ethno-
logical Society, in the city of New York.
I went to the Secretary of that Society,
and he Eindly showed me this stone, of
which I have been speaking, and bein
acquainted with modern Hebrew,
could form some kind of an estimate of
the ancient Hebrew, for some of the
modern Hebrew characters do not
vary much in form from the an-
cient Hebrew. At any rate we
have enough of ancient Hebrew,
that bas been dug up in Palestine and
taken from among the ruins of the Is~
mielites, east of the Mediterranean Sea,
to form some kind of an estimate of the
C cters that were in use among
them; and having these characters aund
comparing them I could see and under-
stand the nature of- the writing upon
these records. They were also taken to
the most learned men of our country,
who, as soon as they looked at them,

were able to pronounce them to be not |

only ancient Hebrew, but they were
also able to translate them and pro-
nounced them to be the Ten Command-
ments. This, then, is external proof,
independent of the scriptural proofs to
which I have allgded, in testimony of
the divine authenticity of the Book of
Mormon.

Now, our modern Hebrew has. many
points; it has alsomany additional char-
acters not found in the ancient Hebrew.,
These additional characters have been
made since these colonies left Jerusa-
lem, Do you find on these ancient
writings a.y of these modern charac-
ters that have been introduced during
the last 2,400 years? Not one. Do
you find any Hebrew points represent-
ing vowels? Not one; and all the new
consonants that have been introduced
during the last 2,400 years were not
found upon this stone to which [ have
referred, showing plainly that it must
have been of very ancient date,

Five years after the discovery of this
remarkable memento of the ancient Is-
raelites on the American continent,and
thirty-five years aftet the Book of
Mormon’” was in print° several other
mounds in the same vicinity of New-
ark were opened, in several of which
Hebrew characters were found. Among
them was this beautiful expression,
buried with one of their ancient dead,
*‘May the Lord have merey on me a
Nephite.,”” It was translatéd a little
different— ‘““Nephel.”?  Now we well
know th&t Nephi, who came out of
Jerusalem six hundred years before
Christ, was the leader of the first Jew-
ish colony across to this land, and the
people, ever afterwards, were called
‘“‘Nephites,’’after their inspired prophet
and leader. The Nephites were a right.
eous people and had many prophets
among them; and when they werebury-
ing one of their brethren in these an-
cient mounds they introduced the He-
brew characters signifying ‘‘May the
Lord have mercy on me a INephite.”
This is avother direct evidence of the
divine authenticity of the Book of
Mormon, which was brought forth and

translated by inspiration some thirty-
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five years befores this inseription was
found.

But I said I would tell you some of the
objects that the Lord had in view in bring-
ing forth this sacred record. It isin order
to praparg the people for the day of His
coming, In order to establish the true
church and kingdom of God upon the earth
with all its ordinances, gifts, powers and
blessings, that the peopl!e might have the
old,ancient religion, even the fulness of the
blessings of that gospel that was preached
eighteen hundred yearsago,

Another object that the Liord bad in view
was to gather His people out from all na-
tions before the coming of the great and
terrible judgments which are pronounced
in this aucient record of the Nephites. God
has said, concerning the nation which
should inherit this land in the latter days,
when this work should be brought forth,
if they would not repent of their sins and
hearken to the servants of God who should
he sent forth among them; if they would
reject this divine record which He should
bring forth by His power; if they would
fight against His church and His Zion,
that when they were fully ripened in in-
iquity they should be cut off from the face
of this land. And for this reason He would
gather out from their midst His people and
assemble them in one.

This is all predicted in the Book of
Mormon. And remember this was in
print before the organization of the church
took place. The church was organized on
the 6th of April, 1830, and consisted of six
members only; butthe Book of Mormon
was in print before that,
Smith, if an impostor, as he is represented
to be by a great many of the world
foretell events that have been tak-
ing place during the past forty years? How
could he know that this book would be re-
ceived beyond his own neighborhood, or
ever extend beyond the limits of the State
of New York? How did he know it would
go beyond the limits of this continent and
across the ocean and spread forth among
many nations? *“Well,” says onpe, ‘he
might have guessed it.”’ Yes, but guesses
are very uncertain indeed. Many people
may conjecture, and think that such and
such things will be the case; bat when it
comes to enumerating particulars in regard
to the future, if a man is not inspired of
God, how liable he is to {all into ten thou-
sand errors! :

Now this book predicted, not only the
spread o work among this people or
nation, but also that it would go forth to all
people, nations and tongues under the
whole heavens. Forty years, only, have

assed away, and how much of this has

een fulfil ed already! This book has been
translated into eight different languages
and spread forth upon theislands of the sea,
—the Sandwich Islands,the Society Islands,
Australia, New Zealand, Hindostan, and
has gone forth to the nations of Europe and
has penetrated to almost every nation un-
der heaven in the course, only, of forty
years.

Has there been any gathering, according
to the predictions of this book? for it not
only predicts the organization and rising
up of the Kingdom of God in the latter days
when it should go forth, but it also speaks
of the great gathering tngether ef His peo-
ple. Has this been fulfilled? What' do I
now see before me? Several thousand peo-
ple listening to me in the midst of one of
the most frightful deserts of the North
Ameriean continent; that is, it was fright-
ful, so much so that Fremont and others
could not traverse it, with any degree of
safety, unless a large company was with
them; and even, with all the means he had
at his command, Fremont could not travel
through these deserts without losing a
great many of his men. It was a parched-
up, dry and sterile country, and it looked
as though an agricultural people never
could possess it with any degree of advan-
‘age. This was the description given by
those who explored asmall portion of this
country before the Latter-day Saints settled
it. But whatdo I now see? Not only this
large congregation now before me, but as I
travel to and fro in the Territory I see four
hundred miles of desert reclaimed, and
over one hundred towns, cities and vil-
lages incorporated and organized, cultivat-
ing the earth, and numerous flocks and
herds being raised by peaceable settlers.

|

in the divine authenticity of the Book of
Mormon; those who believe that Joseph
Smith was a true
fulfilled his' predictions,
mﬂtimdnﬁiu favor of the divine authenti-
city of this record when we see things
transpiring that, to all natural appearance
never could have transpired? What did
our enemies say when this book was first
printed? O, it is only destined for a year
or itwo, two years at longest will see the
end of ‘Mormonism.””” By and by, when
two years had passed away, and they began
to see that their prophecies were failing,
they concluded to extend the time for the
extinction of “Mormonism,” and they
would say, “Watch five years more, and
‘Mormonism’ will have an end.” Why it
was so inconsistent in their opinion that
God should again speak from the heavens,
and have inspired men on the earth: that
He should restore all the gifts of the ancient
gospel: that He should send an angel with
the everlasting Jgnapal in fulfillment of the
predictions of John the Revelator and the
testimony of many of the ancient prophets,
It was so foreign to their minds that any
such prophecies should be fulfilled in their
| day that they predicted that this work

Is it not another

How did Joseph |

Who are these settlers? Those who believe [

rophet,” and thus have |
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would have an end in five ;Bara. That w'aﬂ
the way the natural man ¥iewed the matter.

among the children of men, had His eye
fixed on the gathering of His children be-
fore the church was organized, and He pre-
dicted that they should come out of every

settled
the

been,

our Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Mor-
mon, when He descended in thé northern
part of South America, soon after His re-
surrection, and ascension to heaven, He
descended in the sight of a large congrega-
| tion of 2,500 men, women and children, a
| little south of the Isthmus, ata place where

they bad built a temple. After making His

appearance 1n their midst, He taught them
| many things, and showed them the wounds
in His hands, in His feet and in His side.
In His instructions on that occasion He
commanded them to do away with the law
| of Moses, so far as the ordinances, sacrifices
and burnt offerings were concerned, and
He commanded them to receive the gospel,
which He taught them. After He had done
all this He commenced to prophecy to them,
and His prophecies are in this record; and
one of them has been fulfilled during the
last forty years. He said He would bring
forth their gold plates, which they then had
in their midst. He declared that the Father
should bring them forth unto the gentiles
in the latter days. The prophecy says, “If
the gentiles will not receive the fulness of
my gospel which shall be contained in that
book, behold, saith the Father, I will bring
the fullness of my gospel from among
them.” These are the words of Jesus, as
recorded in this book.

Has this prophecy been fulfilled? How
could the Lord have brought the Saints
from among the inhabitants of the great na-
tion of gentiles, called the United States,
any more eflfectually than He did twenty-
three years ago when He located us inthese
mountains? Was there any other part of
this continent on .which this prophecy
could have been so effectuaily fultilled?
Nowhere, We did not come here alto-
gether of our own accord, that is, all of us
did not; some few did, because they under-
stood the mind and will of the Liord in re-
gard to the gathering of the Saints from
among the gentiles; buta great many were
so attached to their farms and homes in the
East that they had to be driven away befere
they would come. It was not indeed a
pleasurable thing to any of us, unlf' to those
who understood the mind and will of God
in relation te the matter. The Lord

| brought us some 1,200 miles from the set-

tled portions of the United States, and
planted us in one of the most wild and iso-
lated regions on the face of the whole conti-
nent. -

How completely were the words of Jesus
fulfilled! **If'the gentiles in that day do not
receive the fulness of my gospel, which
shall be translated from t e cord, be-

| hold, saith the Father, I will bring my peo-

ple, my priesthood, my gospel and my
Saints (from their midst.”” Twenty-three
years that prophecy has been fulfilling,and
I think it bas been accomplished tothe very
letter.
I What next has the Lord predicted? He
has predicted that if the gentiles do not re-
ent in that day, ‘*behold, saith the Father
! will sweep them from the face of the land
as I did the nation that I brought from the
Tower of Babel. So shall they be swept
off from the face of the land, when they are
fully ripened in iniquity.”

I do not know when this will be falfilled;
but we are all the time in expectation. The
Lord does not generally do things in a
hurry. He gives the people plenty of time
to ripen themselves in iniquity, if they
will not repent, It does not take some

eoplea very great time to ripen, for you
Ennw this is a fast age, and things are done
in a great hurry now-a-days, and when
they get on the downward course, into all
manner of wickedness, they seem to rush
with lightning speed into all the corrup-
tion that can be named. What a difference
between our fathers, who lived forty years
ago, and the present generation! Every
one can see it. The rising generation are
proud, haughty, high-minded, lovers of
pleasure more than lovers of God; fighting
against His people; given to whoredom
and prostitution and all manner of iniquity
and abominations; guilty of all the abomi-
nations named by the apostle that should
' characterize the false churches of the lat-
| ter days, having a form of gogliness but
denying the power thereof. Thatis, deny-
ing the gifts of healing,miracles, prophecy,
revelation, the ministering and discerning
of spirits. All these things were denied
when the Book of Mormon came forth, Of
course the devil saw that it was not poliey.
with all the scriptures staring them in the
face, and all the Latter-day Saint Elders
quoting these seriptures to show the neces-
sity of the gifts, to keep them denying
these gifts; hence he introduced them un-
der the name of Spiritualism, As soon as
the Book of Mormon ecame forth the coun-
terfeit then spread Jike the counter-
feit gifts exercised by the old magicians of
Egypt. When Moses went down with the
power and authority of Heaven,the counter-
feitsprang up in order to delude jthe Egyp-
tians, and make them think the power of
Moses was the same in character as that
exercised by the magicians, When Moses
threw down his rod it became a serpent;

But God, who can foresee all events

nation under heaven. Not only from the
portions of the gentile nation, but
should be brought forth out of the
midst of that gentile nation, justas we have

If you want to learn particularly con-
gerning (hat prophecy read the saying of

|

|

| fore I will Jeave that topic.
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the rods of the magicians did the same,
When Moses bruug?;gt up frogs on the Iatzl:g.
they did the same; when he turned the
rivers of water into blood they did the
same; and thus they deluded the Egyp-
tian nation, and made them believe that if
the power of Moses was superior to theirs,
it was only because he had learned the mag-
i¢ art more thoroughly than they had.

Well, it seems as if the Lord our God is
giving the nation a pretty thorough warn-
ing. He told this nation by revelation,
twenty-eight years before it commenced,
of the great American war. He told all
about how the Sowthern States should be
divided againstthe Northern States, and
that in the course of the war many souls
should be cut off, This has been fulfilled.

i went forth before my beard was gray,
before my hair began to turn white, when
I was a youth of nineteen, now I am fifty-
eight, and from that time on I published
these tidings among the inhabitants of the
earth. I carried forth the written revela-
tion, foretelling this great contest, some
twenty-eight years before the war com-
menced, This prophecy has been printed
and circulated extensively in this and
other nations and languages. It pointed
out the place where it should eommence
in South Carolina, That which I declared
over the New England States, New York,
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and man y other parts
in the East, when but a boy, ‘came (o pass
twenty-eight years after the revelation was
given,

When they were talking about a war
commencing down here in Kausas, I told
them that was not the place; I also told
them that the revelation had designated
South Carolina, “‘and,” said I, “you have
no need to think that the Kansas war is
going to be the war that is to be so terri-
bly destructive in its character and nature.
No, it must commence at the place the
Lord has designated by revelation,”

What did they have to say to me? They

thought it was a Mormon humbug, and
laughed me to scorn, and they looked upon
that revelalion as they do upon all others
that God has given in these latter days,—
as without divine authority. But behold
and lo! in process of time it eame to pass,
again establishing the divinity of  this
work, and giving another proef that God
is in this work, and is performing that
which He spoke by the mouths of ancient
prophets, as recorded in the Book of Mor-
mon before any church of Latter-day Saints
was in existence,
This same book says, “in that day the
blood of the Saints shall cry from the
ground for vengeance on the heads of the
wicked.”” What! in afree and enlightened
nation and government like the United
States which holds forth, in the first
amendment to the Constitution, libe

‘and freedom of conscience? A Cnnatitu:

tion that protects religious societies in their
belief! A Constitution that guarantees to
all the right of having whatever kind of
religion they chose! A Constitution that
guarantees liberty of the press, and liberty
to all to serve God according to the dictates
of their own consciences! Can it be that
such a prophecy will be fulfilled in the
midst of such an enlightened nation? The
Book of Mormon declared’it, and that too,
before the existence of the Latter-day
Saints’ church. It has been printed and
sent to all the world that in that day, when
that book should come forth, the blood of
the Haints should ery to the Lord from the
ground of these United States for vengeance
upon the heads of their persecutors and
murderers, Has this been fulfilled? In
the history of this people and church
during the last forty years I read concern-
ing our drivin%g irom Jackson county,
Missouri; from Kirtland, Ohio; of our dri-
vings from Clay County, Missouri, and
from Caldwell county to Ray, and out of
many counties in the western part of Mis-
souri into Illinois,

The word concerning the driving of the
people from Illinois, westward to the
Rocky Mountains, in the article of the
treaty got up by the mobocrats, was that
“‘we must not stop short of the Rocky
Mountains, but that we must go beyond
them.,”” Were any lives lostin those terri-
ble persecutions, or was it merely property
taken away from the Saints, without pay-
ing them a cent, in the shape of thousands
of acres of land which they bad paid the
government for, and comltortable houses?
If it had been only our houses and lands it

~would have been bad enough; but lives

were taken,—innocent men, women and
cbildren were shot down. I might go on
and relate some of the cirecumstances, but I
dislike to dwell on the subject; it is apt to
kindie up old nature in one’s heart, there-
Suffice it to
say that the blood of hundreds, and I might
almost say thousands, will be required at

%

the hands of this nation unless the people
repent,

here is our prophet who translated this
book, that noble youth whom God raised
up when only betwean fourteen and fifteen
years of age? Where is that noble boy to
whom God' sent His angel, and to whom
He gave the Urim and Thummim, and to
whom He entrusted the original golden
plates from which this book was translated?
He fell a martyr to his religion under this
free government of the United States.
Where is the Patriarch of nur chureh, the
brother of our Prophet? He too was shot
down at the same time. By whom? By
people who were painted black for the oc-
casion, and who ted of their bloody
deeds in Hancock caunty, Illinois. Some
of them are still alive in that county, and
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