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Intion is that if permitied to go to
the length now desired hy the Bab-
oatarinng, it will move further in
the pame direction, and ultimnately
the views of the dominant sect,
whichever it may be at the time,
will be erystalized in the form of
Inw, nnd religlon will come to be
regulated and preserlbed by the
Btate, while at the same time the
Btate itself will be dominnted by
the prevalent religious organiza-
tion. This would be a double
calamity, nnd the very nntipodes of
that form of government delineated
in the Constitution nnd foreshadow-
ed in the Declaration of Independ-
ance.

That there should be some reguln-
tions concerning the day of rest from
toil, in deference to the rellgious nnd
rational gentiment of the great mn-
Jority of the people, we think muat
be conceded by all reasonnble minds.
But great caution should bhe exer-
eised that these restrictions should
not be earried so far, that the senti-
ments and nets of the minority are
so restranined that the liberty which
all eitizens ought to enjoy shall be
trampled upon.

In this nation of many races
mingling togethier, where there are
many religions and many societive
opjosed to those religions, and
where perfect freedom of thought
and reasonable freedom of nct nre
conceded to be the heritageof allleg-
islation, to be successful nnd right,
must be framed with a view to the
conditions nnd the best interests of
the whole, preserving to all the
parts such n measure of liberty
as will not be Incomsistent with
the penernl welfare. A sectarian
Bundny, by law, after the fashion of
that puritanism whieh igthe ideal of
some ascetic minds, would be o pub-
lic ealnmity nnd could not bo estab-
lished except by rlgid regulations
and pains nnd penalties which would
fill the fails, nnd make continual tu-
mult and trouble, nnd cause far more
disorder than it was lesigned to sup-
press.

At the same time, those reasonable
munieipal regulntions designed to
protect the majority In their views
and observance of the Bunday ns a
rablinth, ought to be respectel hy
the minority and cheerfully com-
plied with. People ought not to|
be forced to go to church, to conform
to any particular religions cerontony
or ohservance, or to do violence to
their own convietions in any way.
But they should not be allowed to
intrude their irreligion or secularism

lHeve Inthe Christian religion cannot
consistently be brenkers of the Sab-
bath, nand those who do not should
hnve sufficient respect for the pre-
vailing public sentiment to abatain
from anything that would do vio-
lence to it.

Let us have reasonnble Bunday
regulations, but not strait-Jacket
legislation that will be subversive of
that civil nand religious liberty
which is the pride and glory of
American republicanism.

B

REACHING HIS LEVEL.

THE Rev. (?) Joseph Cook is com-
ing down to his proper plane, Like
o}l nnti-¢*Mormon?* blntherskites he
in losing caste and waning in influ-
ence. Lately his Monday evening
lectures in Boston have fnllen off in
public interest, nnd the superticia
orator has expressed great anger at
the meagre notices vouchsafed to him
by the Boston press. Atonetimen
couple of columns was no uncom-
mon space {or a 8ynopsis of hia pro-
logue nnd lecture, but Intterly o
couple of *“sticks’® is as much as the
lending dailles usunlly devote to his
Inhored efforts.

Then the ohese orator has not
mended the matter by his manner
of resenting this studied slight, as
it appears to him, nor by his ro-
ppomses to eriticism of his florid
roneralities. He scolds 80 much
that his declamations arc¢ now
ealled “Cnudle Jlectures,” and
lie has take to ealling his
eritice names such as *“*n wall-
eyed wizard,”® and this does not
comport with his calling. nor ele-
vate him in the respect of the
thoughtful, nor placate the report-
ere whoee good opinion was once
higgrent support. “The Rev.Jo.” as
they now deligiat to call the whilom
popular provider of friction for
“jtehing cars,? is on the downhill
of the sliding scale, nnd will soon
reach his true level.

He once snswered the narguments
in n book which defended some
fentures of the “Mormon?’ fuith, by
kicking the book in vlew of his
audience. This style of polemics
wos thenm greeted with loud np-
plause by the ‘“‘culchawed?’ and
delicate intellectunls of “the hub,??
Now his utternnces are scnnned
and their bollowness and insubstan-
tinlity are estimated, nnd unless by
some new scnsation he ean arouse
frreah interest, the rotund lecturer is
likely to be treated metaphorically

upon the mnjority, or make the day

as he treated physically that book,
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fute. Fare-thec-well, poor, pious
Joseph, you have our profound pity-

——

THE “MORMON CREED.”

THERE nre certain officious per
songin this eommiunity who scem
to desire to regulate nand control a1
its affairs, civil and religious. This
city must be mannged to suit thelf
peculiar ideas and interests or chines
isto come. Members of the City¥
Council must resign unless they cno
force the views of the minority
into practical ndoption. The Church
must do as they say or it istob®
crushed out of existeuce. Tl?elr
impertinence nnd egotism are siOv
ply immense nnd astonnding.

These persons have n sterevtyi
collection of plirases about union of
Chureh and State. the control of
eivil nffairs by ecclesinsts, the
Ameriean iden of the total separ®
tion of religion nnd politics, And 8@
forth. These are rung in upon ¥4 ri-
ous occagions. opportune or inoly r-
tune, until they become wearisot®
and monotonous.

The foily of all this is scen in the
evident fact that “the dominant
Chureh,?? as they please to call ib
moves on quietly, nttending to I8
ow n businees and not attempting 0
interfere with them or take any no-
tice of them ordo any of the terrible
things which they attribute to it.

And now they want to dictate
what the Chureh shall do ns nn ¢
clesiasticn]l orgnnization when its
members meet In conference. It 8
to adopt n policy such ns they de
fine, it is to repudiste such of ite
doctrine® as they designate, it is 10
conform to their notions of whnt &
Church _should be, or the conhst
guences are to be something dread-
ful.

It $sprobahle that the Chureh Wil
1y no attention to this impertinent
interference with its affnirs by pev”
gons who are not in nny way con
nected with it, nnd this Is none the
less likely because the Church W
never know anything about it ©F
about them; they have nefther th®
right nor the power to thrust thell
dietates upon its consideration.

A grent outery 1s raiaed agninstn®
assumed control by the Church of
secular nffairs, and yot those who
make the nolse now demand that
the Church shnli plow in the very
fiuld which they clnim it has no
right to enter. The Latter-dny
Baints have the dispoesition to carry
into practical eflfect one article of
thetr creed which snys, “Mind yourf

of restnday of riot. Those who be-| whose arguments he could not re-| own business.’” They have the dis-



