TH:,E DESERET WEEKILY.

Ee Deseret Weekly,

FUBLISHED BY

THE DESERET NEWS COMPANY.,

BALT LAKE CITY, UTAH.

SUBSCRIPTION PRIOE
Per Year, of Filty-two Numbers, - - - $L50.
Per Volume, of Twenty-six Numbers, - - 1.50-
1§ ADVANCE.

¢HARLES W. PENROSE EDITOR.

Satarday, - Angust 3, 1889,

THE IMPENDBING CRISIS.

W AR is established for the imme-
diate purpose of destruction, what-
ever may be the ultimate oljects
aimed at. It means destruction of
everything before it, everything
that does not yield, and sometimes
yielding provides no exemption
frora the stroke of the destroyer.

The strides recently taken in the
direction of scientific warfare have
no reference to a mitigation of its
horrors ot a lessening of its deadly
eflects — vastly otherwise; they
mean more destruction in less time,
and a wider field for the carnival of
death to be held in. Itissimply a
game of attrition, with adventitious
gircumstances and skill figuring
largely as factors. “Improved
guns’’ means guns that will fir
oftener and with greater effectand
precision than their predecessors,
thus slaying more men and demol-
ishing more structures within a
given period of time.

War cannot, of course, be other-
wise. Without this death and de-
atruction it would not be war. Bel-
licose proclamations, not having
those objects in view, would simply
be the ediets of stage potentates, and
military manceuvers which do not
lead directly to them would be as
devoid of consequence as a school-
boy's parade. When, therefore, a
hostile army advances, it expeets to
slay and perchanee be slain; the
sooner the killing to the point of
helplessness on one side or the other
is done, the sooner it will all be
over.

The tendency of the age. not-
withstanding the numerous peace
congresses, i8 in the direction of war.
Europe has been shadowed with
war clouds for a dozen years; these
have been darker or lighter in ac-
cordance with the eondition of the
elements, but several times it has
seemed as if the storm was about to
burst. The awful calm preceding
an outbreak now yprevails, and all
are waiting with bated breath the
hour when the first shot shall be
fired.

It is doubtless the fact that a long
and bloody struggle has been held

back for the wvery reason that
{all are prepared for it. The
Powers today are a vast series
of armories, the greater part

| of their adult population, soldiers
in undress uniform awaiting the
word of command to change their
attire, arm themselves and go to the
[front. And for what? Because they
are ordered to do so, and for no
other reason. Ia there a disposition
lou their pait to kill their neighbors
because of a dispute between the
rulers or for any other reason? No.
The order comes to advance to the
slaughter and it is obeyed without
questioning. Many, perbaps the
majority, of those who survive will
not know what they fought for even
when it is all over,

How strong and striking, in con-
templation of so fatuous a condition
of things, sound the words of a
Parisian paper—La Justice. Bpeak-

|ing of the success of the Xxposi-
tion, it says: *‘Thekings and princes
are against us, the peoples of the
earth are for us.”” And yet the peo-
Ple of France were not for the gov-
ernment when Napoleon IIT pro-
claimed war sgainst Germany, al-
Leit they hastened to respond to the
call and went into the one-sided,
bloody conflict with all the courage
and devotion of men whose hearts
and souls were all their selfish and
inconsiderate rulers.

Most of the Furopean wars are
not begun for the protection of the
fatherland from invasion and with
the purpose of sheltering the fire-
gide. Such objeets would be justifi-
able and commendable. In nearly
every instance, enlargement of ter-
ritory, iucrease of empire, the
strengthening of a dynasty and a
feeling of distinet and pronounced
jealousy—one or all—are the under-
iying motives of the aggressive par-
ty,perhaps of both parties. The viola-
tion of ene injunction of the Deca-
logue, “Thou shilt not covet,” is
simply the precursor and generally
the only excuse to be offered for the
violation of another, ‘*“Thou shalt
not kill.”*

—

THE IDAHO INFAMY.

Tue Republicans, who have had
control of the Idaho Constitutional
Convention and have jumped as
Fred T. Dubols pulled the string,
have succeeded in their work of in-
corporating the 1nfamous test oath
[ in the instrument under which they
intend to ask admission into the
Univn of States,
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They lave even gone further.
Under the territorial statutes no
member of the ‘“Mormon’? Church
could vote or hold office, but ““Mor-
mons” were eligible to jury service.
The section of the alleged Constitu-
tion relating to the suffrage also ex-
cludes them from serving as jurors.
Unless a great change shall come
quickly in the characler of the
population of some parts of Idaho,
the courts will have to remain idle,
for lack of a jury, should this pro-
vielon ever become the law.

There may be some inaccuracies
in the dispalch which we copy in
another part of the paper. But we
suppose that in the main itig cor-
rect. If theclause in SBection Three
iz properly given, the wise men of
the convention tave fallen inte a
common error, which is about on
a par with the effort of the late
disreputable Legislature of that
Territory in making regulations re-
specting naturalization. It speaks
of crimibanls being ‘‘restored to
citizenship.?” This is simply non-
sense. A person may be deprived
of certain civil or politieal rights
anud privileges through conviction of
an infamous erime, but he cannot
be thereby deprived of his citizen-
ship. That goes with his life,unless
he iz expatriated by his vwn act
and becomes a citizen of another
country.

There i8 no such thing as *‘re-
storation to citizenship’® by execu-
tive cleniency as supposed. A par-
don may restore civil or political
rights and previleges, lost by con-
viction of crime, but a citizen is still
a citizen ho matter how many ot
suech privileges he may have lost
under legal penalties. If born in

the United States he is a citizen
| thercof, whether he violates the
laws or not. So with one who be-
comes a citizen by naturalization.
| He remains a eitizen when deprived
| of some of the rights and privileges
of itizenship. If they are restored
to him by executive clemency, or
otherwise, he i8 no more of a vitizen
after than before such clemency; he
can simply exercise certain rights
| and privileges of whieh lie had been
| deprived,

| There are other defecls in the sec-
tion which will be pointed out at
the time and place where they will
do the most good, andso we will®
leave their discussion until then.
But the provision, in our opinion,
will Jefeat its own objeet. It is 80
utterly unrepublican and undemo-
crafic that it will vitiate the entire
instrement which contains it. ~ We
do not believe it will be accepted by




