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THE GRAND OPERA HOUSE.

Where on Thursday, July 3. stood
the heautiful and elegantly fitted
Grand Opera House is now a scene
°lrruln—~the result of a Jdisastrous

e
. Firom Monday to Thursday even
g was occupied by the enguge-
mewt of the “Held by the Enemy®
Company, while Friday and Satur-

Yy were to be taken by
Whe performances of Boucicault’s
_After Dark.”? On Thursday even-
0y, about 11 o’clock, the curtain
¥Yent down on the programme, and
the sudience retired,  i'he baggage
a0d scenery of the ““Held by the

nenmy?’ gomygany was packed up,
and the trunks and boxes were piled
togethier near the west door; at the
Bline tiine a considerable portion of
the ““After Dark® company’s ef-
fecta were brought in, to be placed
In position assvon 28 room could bLe
Wade for them.

Phe stage carpenter, desiring to
Unite jin the ecelebration of the
FUurt.h, was working to get the uew
8Cenery in.In the first entrauce next

the curtain area number ofdrops,
and by the ussistance ot others
these were placed in position, and
the men hiad removed to number
thres entrance to place the drops iu
Position there. Ln number owpe the
border lights are quite close to the

rops, and at about 11:30 o’clock one
Of tlie men on the stage saw a drop

ke fire from the lights. He called
t6 the men in the flles tv cut the
fopes down quick, and they made
the attempt. Their knives were
Dot sharp encugh for the rapid work
Needed, and they got only two of
the blazlug curtains down before
they had to jumip for their lives. [n
an justaut ruors the flames begau to
Spread to the adjoining sceoery
and it seemed that the whole place
wag geized by the blaze almost like
a flashr

When the fire was discovered the
Men seizged the small hose that was
N the building, and turned a stream
of water on the fire,hut it appeared to

ave no effect. The whole thing
had happened so yulekly that ne
alarm had been given to the outside.

he men who came down from
the flies rushed for the door and out
intyp the alley on the west side of
the huilding. There they shouted
“Firet*> and one of them hastened
Westward, and the other tu a tele-
bhone avrose the strect, aml both
Sent in messages to the tire depart-
ment.
. At this time there was an uproar
In the street. The lattice work of
8tenery over the stage had formed
a8 it were a grate-bottom for the
furnace, 1nto which a ferce draught
¥ag drawti, and flames from which
gelilzed the roof and shot to the out-

e.

The hose cart from the fire de-
partinent was there in a very
brief gpace of time, but the whole
Interior was a blaze, even the andi-

rium bweing lapped in the flames.
A stream was turned ou, but it was
“oly asua drop to the great torrent
that was necessary to guench the
fury of the devouring mouster  The
Juilding was a very diffloult one in
Which to fightfire, and this the men
Svon discovered.
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Onc stream played for a time on ) property until he bad to be prevent-
the place, there being some Jelay in i ed. He was taken home to receive

getting on more, It probably made
little difference in this instance, as
the opportunity was not affoided for
effective work. There was, however,
a good deal of manipulation of the
hose, and turuing oo and off of
water af improper times, that
would have been avoided by
good management. Beveral streams
were brourht into play from the
hydrants and two fire steamers,
sometimes on the fire, sometimeson
the solid brick walls, semetimes on
the unbroken windows and doors in
front, and sometimes in fine spray
on the roof. There was some coin-
plaint hecause the firemen did not
break in the front doors and win-
dows, but it is doubtful whether this
course would not have had a dam-
aging effect.

The flames shot up far into the
air, and could be seen from nearly
every part of towu. The heat was
intens., and for a time there was
some danger of the fire spreading to
other buil jugs. This, however,
wag prevented by the firm
brick walls, and the free use
of water, by the owners of
the surrounding structures. People
at a .listance of svventy to cighty
rods saturated the roofs of barns and
houses to insure safety. In theearly
stages of the fire there were several
explosions, which eaused a rumor to
start that the flames had colmmuni-
cated to a gun and ammunpition
store near by, but they were caused
by the materials used in Prof.
Tromwell’s exhibitions, and whigh
had been left temporarily iu the
building.

The firemen kept the fire from en-
tering the rooms on the first floor
in the front of the building, to any
material extent, yet the effect of
the intense heat and the condition
of the remaining portion of the
structure rendered thia part useless.
The roof burned for a long time, the
flames slowly ereeping up the cupo-
la, over which floated the Stars and
Stripes, The water was thrown
there many titnes, but only delayed
the progress of the fire on the out-
side—the timberse within were
doomed, and it was with a pang of
regrel that, at three minutes after
1 a. m. on the Fourth, the vast mul-
titude who were watching the scene,
heheld the roof with the flag still
flying go down with a erash inio
the burning mass below. From this
tims on the firemmen had control
over the flames, 80 that neighboring
places were not in danger. It took
several hours, however, to quench
the burning embers, and when
this was done there was nothing
but ashes, a few charred ti.nhers,
and twiasted iron rods left, beside:
the walls, of the entire theatre por-
tion of thebuilding.

A few minutes after the fire
startedd Mr. Daniels. the stage car-
penter, was engaged with others in
endeavoring to check the flames. In
his anxiety he ventured too close to
the burning drops. and when the
pole of one was let down through
the burning of a rope, it struek hitn
on the heaid, inflicting a severe and
painful injury. IEven after be was
hurt he tried frantically to save

the attention thit he needed.

There was cobnsiderable censure
passed on the action of the police
for refusing to allow any persons (o
enter the building and save property
by carrying it out. It is the height
of foolishihess on the partof officers
to stop the saving of property by
those who are willing, and at the
same time make no arrangements
for supplying the deficiency. *“They
doit elsewhere,” has been the
excuse, bul” the slalement is
incorrect. What they do else-.
where is to exclude the public from
burning buildings, and imnediately
put into operation a saivage corps,
either volunteer or regularly organ-
1zed, and thus provide a more effec-
tive way for saving movable goods.
When the officers here combine the
exclusion of the public with a proper
handling of a corps of men selecled
tosave property without incurring
unnecessary danger, then the com-
mon sense of such a course will
commend it, and there will be no
cause for complaint. In the cuse of
the Opera. House fire, however, it
can not be justly said that the police
are llable to ceusure for what
they did. [t was the best
method under the circumestances.
There was no opportunity for
a salvage corps, s some time
before the officers arrived-—almost
as soon a8 the alarm was given—ii
was too late to carry out trunks,
scenery, or baggage of any Kkind.
Tliere Were but a few persons there,
and with one small door to pass
through and that opening right on
to the burning stage, the property of
the theatrieal companies eould not
have been saved. To haye accom-
plished this would have reyuired a
goodly number of men, well directed
at the very outset; and this was out
of the question.

At one time, while there were
some trunks near the stage door that
n:ight have been saved if any one
would have ventured in, a member
of one of the theatricnl compaunies
came up to assisiant ('hief Levy
and said he had $1700 worth of prop-
erty in onaofthe frunks. Mr. Levy
turned a stream ot water on them
and remarked, “We will Lkeep bere
and it will protect you 80 you cau
pull your box out.” “But I will
get wet,”* was the reply. ‘Well,”
waid Mr. Levy, “9f you think more
of wetting a $5 sult than eaving
$1700, it will have to go. There are
not enough of us here to hold the
hose and drag out the bexes toco.’?
So the trunks weunt up in the biaze.

The firemen worked hard in the

| responsible  posilden  they were
placed in, but there is a lack
lof  system. This is probab-
ly due in part to the small
force of men available, The addi-
tion of a few reliable ‘‘eall men*
should at least be mude, and would
materially aid in the «age of large
fires. Home of the wrong could be
remediéd if Chief Stanton would
have the duty of turning the water
on and off better attended to. Some-
times a call to turn the water off,
made by those at the nczzle of the
plpe, was unheeded for a consider-

able time, while to the command to



