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CORRESPONDENGE.

Yaneral—Harmony and Sympatbhy.

SaLr Laxke Ciry,
June 19, 1877. .

Editer Deserct News:

I think it is as little as I can do
to let the publie know, through the
columnps of your paper, of the har-
mony and sympathy that exist
amongst the settlers of one of the
farming  distriets here in Utah.
This settlemeunt, Harrisville, some
five miles north of Ogden City, is a
prosperous agricultural di: trict. Its
bishop, P. G. Taylor,is a gentleman
worthy of the trust and responsibil-
ity placed upon him. His kindness
aud sympathy to bis people are
shown Lhrough his acts, proving in
every respect the qualities of a good
man, with a fatberly and brotherly
affection. Every seltler in his dis-
trict seems to follow his example,
On the whole I ean positively say
that Harrisville has got the most
kind and sympathetic people I have
ever witnessed either in Utah or
any other country I have passed
through. 1o travelling through
there last Thursday, June 14th, I
witpnessed a funera! of one of its
members, whe had died suddenly,
an elderly lady of the name
of vargaret Brown. Had this
lJady been a noted person, and
_surrounded by wealth and Juxury,
no greater display could possibly
have been shown in respect to her
memery, and her lamenting rela-
tives. Almost every person and
conveyance in and around the set-
tlement turned out to pay their last
respects, till the road seemed liter-
ally lined with her Jlamenters.
Every word spoken seemed to have
a feeling of love for the partner of
her life, whom she has left behind
in a tottering, 'feeble, and weak
condition.

How thankful
when I wilness _
manifested amongst a few of
his children, and how much
more when I see it in & whole
gettlement. God bless them all,
and may they develop in Gou’s di-
vine Jaws, and receive a heavenly
reward for all the good they do, i=s

I always feel
God’s love

¢

; : present, We bore a strong testi-|said that before we would go he
th; t?;ahb of c;;n? dWh“ witnessed | o5y to the restoration of the gos-| wanted to get some- whiskey to
VO 48 ROV Q Ay T | ipﬁl ard priesthood, with all its au-)drink on the road (the road being

RUTH. | thority, powers, gifts and Llessings, | four miles), so he went and got a
The mass of the congregation were|quart and put it into his pocket.
H=rvesi~ Preaching. deeply interested, while some four| As we were going along the road

RoorviLre, Kane Co.,
June 12, 1877,

Editor Deseret News,

The first harvesting of wheat
commenced on the 8th of June.
This is early harvesting for a dry
mountainous country, once a wil-
derness, but now a home for thou-
sands of hard harded tillers of the
soil that earn their bread by the
sweat of their brow. The fruits are
a fair crop for the season, e

[ attended the meetlings on Sun-
day, the 10th, and heard some ex-
cellent preaching from Elders Rus-
sell and Steins Worth, of Grafton.
~ Bishop Smith; the President of
the Ward, read a portion of Holy
Writ, backing up the testimony of
his visiting brethren,

At the close of the meeting the
Bishop proposed that the Ward
celebrate the Kourth of July, in
memory of the brave and noble
fathers of our country of 1776,
‘who gained for us the blessing of a
free nation and people, J. 8.
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Travelilng and FPreaching.

OsKALO0SA, Towa,
May 28th, 1877,
Editor Deseret News:

Dear Sir—Since the date of my
first letter to the NEWS, my travel-
ing companion, Brother Nels Mad- |
son, jr,, and myseif have been act-
ively engaged in the ministry,
traveling principally among stran-
gers, preaching the gospel in coun-
try districts, villages and towns,
where they have never before had
the privilege of hearing. In certain |
towns, school - houses, halls and
churches of all denominations are
closed agsinst us, locked, bolted
and barred, and we are tola that
streets are good enough for *‘*Mor-
mon’’ elders to preach in. At the|
town of Atlantic we applied to a
Methodist priest for his church to
Preach in. He replied that he
would open it for any of the church-
€8 oI the day, bul not for the tol-
lowers of “Joe Smith,” as we were
nel oribodox. He also stated at
the sawe tiwe that he bad read, |
many years ago, the Book of Mor-
mon abnd Volce of Warning, and
had carefully laid them away, to|

i
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doois in our faces. We tell them
plainly who we are, where we are

ance of our calling and mission.

in the house,and providing us with
& good bed to sleep in at night. In
return we answer five hundred
questions (more or less) respecting
our leaders, people and country,and
preach them four or five short gos-
pel sermons,

ing, we had a crowded meeting,
over one bhundred strangers being

an abrupt maon
‘muttering out
against us as they went out.

speaking, aud tried to break up the

of tewn on a rail.
zens, however, prevailed en them

%

extent. With a pop
1,200 people, not one single young
man or woman,with one exception,
80 we were informed, was connect-
ed with any religious society, and

keep 88 a memento of the folly and
absurdity of “Mormonism.” Find-
ing him to be very bitter in bhis
feelings we turned and left him.
Generally speaking, we searcely
find a person who is advaneed in
years, who does not presume to
Enew much more about our lead-
ers, people and docrines than we
can tell them, On Sunday, the
15th of Jast month, when we went
to a certain hall near Des Moines to
fill an appointment, we found the
steps and doorway filled with large
blocks of wood. We removed the
same and opened the house, when
a sruall congregation haviog as-

by request we held a second meet-
ing, but few attended, and but little
interest was awakened. We do not
“talk for hire,’”” nor “divine for
money,’’ as do the sectarian divines
of the day, but we earry out, to the
very letter, the instructions given
by our Saviour, to his ancient and
modern disciples, in regard to
preaching the Gospel without purse
or scrip. In our travels among the
people, when we get hungry or
sleepy we eall at the first house we
come to, private or public, and ask
for a meal’s victuals or a night’s
lodging. We seldom have te spply
to more . than ome or two houses.
Sometimes, hcwever, we bave gone
to some six or eight different
places, hefore they would entertain
us for the night. In some few in-
stances they have rejected us at
once, cerying out, ‘“‘Impostors, false
prophets,’”’ etc.,and slamming their

from, and the nature and import-

As a rule, they treat us with a de-
gree of kindness and respect,setting
before us as food the besl they have

On takiog our leave,
they frequently invite us to calll
nd see them again.

At Commerce,one Sunday even-

embled, we preached to them, and |

divinely appointed mission 'of Jo-
seph Bmith aud his brethren, the
greater the bolduess and assurance
I bave, the more good I can ac-
complish, and the greater the flow
of the Holy Spirit to me while ad-
dressing my fellow men.
Your brotherin the gospel,*
P, P. PRATT.

e -
Daylight Hobbery.

MALAD Crry, Opeida Co.,
: Idaho, June 28th, 1877.

FEditor Deseret News:

I send you the following account
of a robbery, cemmitied near
Malad City, upon my person—

I, Willis D. Evans, was in :‘Malad
City on business on the 7th of May,
1877. 1 called at Mr. Cohn’s
Saloon, and while there a man,
whose proper name is Albert J.
Gray, rather obtrusively introduced
himself to me by asking me if
I was a Welshman., I said, I
was. Then he said that be was,
that his'uame was *“Jim Phillips,”’
that he had beeun Kkeeping a saloon
in Bingham Cafion for Lhe last
three years, that he was now on
his way to Salmon River, but was
wailing for a few days for 4 partner
to come after him from Ugden., As
I was about ‘to call for a
drink, I told bim that he was
a stranger teo me, but inasmuch as
he was a Welshman he might
come and take a drink with me
if he wished,and he did so, Then
we talked togecher for about halfan
hour probably, about different
things, during which time he said

was detected, and being then
his' only chance of evading
the law, took the first opportu

nity = of speaking and said
of me, ““T'his man has taken about
fifty -seven dollars of my money.”
I said, “°It is not so, but this msn
robbed me of my pocket-book cou-
taicing about fifty-seven dollars.
The way that he knows how
much was in it is because I showed
it to him.”’ The young men being
afraid to interfere, rode away ' and
left us in the brush.

When he saw they weregone, he
became infuriated, and scuffled
with me furiously, and got me
down. Then be brought his knee
upon my breast with a force and
said, ‘““D——mu you, now I have you,
give up all you have, orelse I will
kill you.” BSo I submitted to my
fate and Gray took the pocket book
from' me the second time  and
walked away with it quietly fur-
therinto the brush. When I saw
that he was going so slowly, I fol-
lowed bhim again. Then he rap into
& kind of ravine and esquatted
down, when another person behind
him stood up in the brush and pre-
sented a pistol at me, saying, *'Do
not come anotbher step or else I will
sheot you.” BSeeing that I was
overpowered, I retired and went
home for that day.

This repbbery bappened between
12 noon and 1 pﬁp., within a wmile
and a balf of Malad City, on the
side of the Montana road Gray,
instead of absconding threugh the
mountains, as I ex pected he would,
went boldly into the city and tried
to enter a complaint against me for
attempting to rob bhim, and fur-

that he was acquaiuted with sev-
eral respectable persops through
the valleys, with whom I was ac-
quainted. He seemed to be a very
reasonable and intelligent man.
He then commenced singing some
Welsh songs, which bhe did ver
sweetly After a while he asked
me where I lived. I told him that
[ lived at that time with Mrs. Mor-
gan at Willew Bprings.” He said,
“I believe I know her, and I will
come with you to see her to-day.”
I told him he might come if he was
acyuainted with her. I told him
that it was time for me to go. He

or five cthers took offence, and ris- |

ing in the assembly, left the bhall in
er, thundering and

t’h&fr anathemas
fore leaving they interrupted us in

meeting, but they sigoally failed.
During the night (a.ag wajiﬂrned
the following morning) a plot was
laid by some four or five men to
tar and feather us, and ride us out
Some good eiti-

ve up the job.

hile on a visit to Polk City we
held a meeting in the ‘*Christian
Church,” there being only one
saint present. The rest of the con-
gregation, of over 100 persons, were
strangers, Wae spoke to them with
much assurance and in power; but
there was no plaee in their hearts

he asked me if I would not go with
him to Salmon River, saying that
he bad not much mouey bimself at
present, but that il ‘he bad a part-
ner with a little money to start in
the saleon business there was a ve
gnndlpmﬂpect up there. I told him
that I was engaged for this Sam-
mer, and that a1l my money was
not commandableat present so that
I could go. He asked me how
much money 1 had by me. I told
him from fifty to sixty dollars. He
said that that would start a little
business very well,

Now about every forty rods of
the road, as we went along, he
would vffer me a drink, sometimes
asking me.to drink Lwice to his
once, pretending
that be was a *‘jolly fellow all the
time,”” He asked me if I ever
happened to receive any eounter-

for the truth, and our words bound-

ed back to us, like a ball threwn

nst a wall. A careless, indiffer-

ent spirit was manifested in the
assembly. I learned afrer meeting,

from the individual named (who
kKindly entertained us) that Eiders
Edward Stevenson, and Nathan T,
Porter and others fnd preached in
the town, more or less, for over
twenty years. A few bave been
gathered out, others have rejected
the truth; consequently infidelity,
skepticism, spiritualism, ete., pre-
vall among them to an alarmiog
ulation of over

many of their parents made no pro-
fession of religion.

We hold from two to five meet-
ings per week, from twenty-five to
125 surangers being present at each
meeting.  We generally
short and prayerful addresses to at-
tentive audiences. Some few are
enquiring for the Book of Mor~
mon and bhave desires to investi-
gate, others are shy and seem to
be afraid to come to the light, while
others again manifest a wicked
spirit, and would mob uns if they
dared to do so. I find by experi-
ence that the less I sermonize, and

the mere I bear a direet aud )

pointed testimony to the restora-

deliver |'

feit coin. 1 said that I did about
six years ago. He ‘said that there
was a good deal of it in circulation |
at present, that I had better show
bim my money,as he was a very
good judge of money. Consequent-
ly, I showed it to him. He ex-
amined it in my hand, as I tursed
the bills over one by one, and we
both eounted the money at the
same time. When 1 bad put the |
menpey into the pocket book and
was about to fasten it, he snateched

remarking that he thought it was
good enough, and away be ran into
the tall sagebrush. I ran after him,
and ‘wWhen I was about to overtake
lhim he held up his left hand in
front of his body, and his right
hand bebind him, saying, ‘*‘Stand
back, or else I will shoot you.” But
I took mo notice of that, but went
on to him and pushed him down
on his side. Then I reasoned with
vhim, saying, “You call yourself a
Welshman and acquainted  with
Mrs. Morgan, and now you turn to
be a robber. You, that have acted
so much like an augul, now turn to
be a perfect gemon.” Then he said,
“Let me get up aud I will give you
your money back.” But asl did
pot like to trust him any furtber, 1
took it from him while I had him

the pocket beok from my hand, fagainst the peo

vhermore, pretending honesty,went
and paid two weeks’ board bill
ahead at Mr. Peck’s hotel.

Next day I bad him arrested,tried
before the Justice of the Peace,and
bound over to appear before the

Y |Grand Jury on the eleventh of

June, where an indictment was
unanimously found against him for
having robbed me of fifty-seven
dollars, He was tried kefore the
court ani convicted and sentenced
to five years in the penitentiary.

I feel very grateful to the com-
munity for the sympathy which
they have shown me in my
trouble and their = anxiety
for bringing the ecriminal to jus—
tice. hen Gray was arrest-
ed there was twenty dollars found
on his person and ten dollars
at Mrt. Peck’s Hotel not consumed,
which I expected would be re-
turned to me after his convie-
tion, but when I asked the Sheriff
for my money he said that the
Judge had instructed bhim to give

Iy | me only fifteen dollars out of the

thirty, that the rest was to be given:
te the prisoner, because the indict-
ment was made out in such ashape
as only to specifly some ten and
five dellar bills.

This is as accurate an aceount of
the whole affair as can be given., I
write it with my own hand, so that
nothing may be added Lo or taken
from the truth, and every item
?emin stated I stand responsible

or,

I would say to the young folks,

friendship, and beware of wolves in sheep'sclothing

and of the white collared gentlemen
out of employment,
[ remain, Sir, yours obediently,

WILLIS D. EVANS,

e —
Why Aill This Slander?

HILLSDALE, Iron Co., Utah,
May 22d, 1877.

E&itﬂr Deseret News:

~ Dear Brother—Why do the edi-
tors of the leading journals of the

{country (so many of them) delight

to publish falseboods and slauders
ple of this Territory?
Why do they persist in accusing
the leaders of this Church of things
of which it has been proved they
were not guilty ? Why do they
accuse them of teaching the people
disloyalty to the Government of the
United BStates, when it is a well
Enown fact among the peeple that
their teachings have always been
to adbere strictly to the coustitu-
tiou and laws of our eountry?
Why do they so hanker after some-
thing to publish against this peo-
ple, instead of giving them credit
for reclaiming the desert and mak-
ing it to blossom as the rose? Why
do they accuse our leaders of saying
s0 much (from the stand) they do
not say, and try to poison the
minds of all good people against
the Latter-day Saints and to arouse

uuder my eontrol. At that time
two young men cawmnc up to uson
horseback, having noticed us run-

tion of the gospel, to the truth of|

ning mto the brush. When this

the Book of Mormon, and of the|Gray (a/ias Phillips) saw that he

the ire of the government against
them ? Why do they contivue to
misrepresent things so, and to
persist in  saying that the

| falsehoods,

Jeaders, when it is a well known
fuet that the only bondage Lhey are
in is from wicked and unpriocipled
scoundrels, whe eome here to per.
secute and rob the people of their
rights and to circulate all kinds of
falsehoods in order to get up a cru-
sade against them,so as te get a
chance to rob them of their hard
earned means, instead of getting it
by industry, as the people here do?
Every true i.atter-dny Saint knows
that from the time that our leaders
entered these valleys, their coun-
sels and instructions to the people
have been to adhere strictly to the
constitution and laws of the Gov-
ernment and to treatall strangers
who came here or passed through -
the country with perfect civility. I
think that the amount of notice
that this people are receiving from
the great men of the earth at the
present time ought to be a living
testimony to every thinking person
of the divine mission of Joseph
Smith? I think that every ftrue
hearted Latter-day Saint through-
out the land, who is for God and
righteousness, should let his voice
be heard in the defense of truth
and the anointed of God, and not
let the couutry be flooded with vile
and base slanders
against this people, without at least
manifesting his indignation at such
things.

Your Brother in the  Gospel of
Christ, SETH JOHNSON,

——

Loyalty of the People,

8T, GEORGE, June 8th,1877.
Editor Deseret News:

Dear Sir—In perusing your col-
umns I find some statements by
certain parties, in regard to the
loyalty of the peorle, that lead me
to pen a few lines or facts, by way
of refutation.

Some twenty-eight years ago an
Elder by the name of James H,
Flapagin, pative of America, at a
general conference wneeting in Liv-
ery Street Chapel, Birmiongham,
read to an audience of not less than

1,600 somls (part of whom were

about to emigrate) the declaration
of Indepeundence of the United
| States, after which he delivered
a political speech, in which hestat-
ed that we were coming to a coun-
try of freedom, equal rights and
religious liberty, and that to enjoy
the above we must become e¢itizens
of the great republic by declaring
our intentions, and after a season
we must get our full papers of citi-
zenship. Further that we must
live above the law, for laws were
made for the transgressor,

I did not leave that country till
Feb, 6th, 1852. Prior to leaving
[ heard Jeter Clinton, W. L. Cuf
ler, Jacob Gates, F. D. Richards, 8
W. Richards, John Tay lor, Erastus
Snew, Willard Suow, George B
Wallace, Joseph W. Youug, C. H
Wheelock, aud C. V. SBpencer,all
of whem f can distinetly remem-
ber, delivered lectares on the gsub-
ject named. .

When I erossed the sea, our com-
pany, over five hundred in number,
were all taught submission to the
laws of the Jand of America, whers
we were bound. While travelling
[t.hmugh the Western States bul
little was said on the above subject
| But when we cawe Lo the plaios
we were placed under a captain,s
fullblooded American ¢i
pnamed A. O. Smoot, who made
his business to teach us our duty &
men who wished to establish our-
selves in this great republic of Am-
erica. He told us what it took @0
be an AmericaL citizen, and that if
we would be Latter-day Saints and
live our reli .ion we must not Joses
day’s time after the uppnrtnhﬁ
| offered 1tself till we declared ouri
tentiouws, ]

Through this instruction, yout
humblei ﬂer*;anlt took eut his firs
rapers In the lower courts, wh
were afterwards said to be inuﬂ-
I then went to Judge Kinney an
got my first papers,which by Judg
Drummond were sworn to be of 00
use, a8 he (Kinney ) was a Mormol
Judge. _ Rt

I afterwards went to Govemd
Cummings’ office and told himmf
troubles. He said, “Get yonrg
pers ont of this court, Mr, Curtis.
Bolton is clerk, and I will insu®
them. I did soand in due time!
got my full papers from Judge Mt
Curdy. Thkrough the tricks of the
carpet-bag officials (each wantitf
| his fee) I was spending money, al
intervals, for ten years to complet¢
my citizeuship.

Please bear in mind that I 8%
only portraying the experience of
thousands of our people.

I will further say that I baw

r

|

people here are in bondage by their | heard Elder George A. Smith le¢
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