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and sinners again and again men
are warned against a wrath to
come just as plainly isas they are
assured of a future bliss if they
keep the commandments of god
both these future conditions are
clearly revealed in sacred writ
indeed so prominent in the word
of god isia the doctrine of a future
retribution that the various ex

of the creeds have always
considered it an essential part of re-
vealed religion

the ideas however about the
nature of a future retribution
used only a few years ago to
be very crude among christian
professors notwithstanding the dec-
larationslarations set forth in the bible
upon the subject it was no un-
common thing among the
of germany in their various sub-
divisions to paint a hell in which
wicked persons were to be boiled in
cauldronscaul drons filled with pitch and brim-
stone but such crudecrade notions have
fortunately had to give way to
more enlightened views there tois
probably not one preacher tto be
found BOW who would entertain his
bearershearers with such bloodcurdlingblood curdling
tales about a literally burning hellbell
ass did some of the old school

but concerning the duration of
future punishment the mejomajorityrity of
the christian world are still in
darkness the idea that the mercy
of god extends beyond the grave
and that his saving power will be
exerted even in the shades of hades
is still held to be a damnable heresy

it is a matter of much comfort
and consolation that god in this
last dispensation through his ser-
vant joseph the prophet has re-
vealed the truth concerning the
duration as well asai to some extent
the nature of the retribution to come
through this great prophet eternity
has been opened to human gaze and
we can rejoice in the infinite mercy
of god who is not only able but also
willing to extend his plan of sal-
vation to both dead and living until
every foe has been conquered and
every intelligent being gives honor
andan praise and glory to him who
livee for ever and ever

but the majority of so called
christians refuse to believe the

revelations given through the
prophets of this dispensation and
they ask for proofs from the books of
the bible it may therefore hebe
well to refer to what those ancient
records reveal about the nature and
duration of a future retribution

three words are found in thoth new
testament to denote the punishment
to kvbe inflicted hereafter greek

scholars tell us that the first of these
words koladiskolasis denotes intense pain
or smart the second word eidl
kesa is retribution for outraged
lujusticestice and the third word nin-
ona occurring only once means retri-
bution for outraged honor A com-
parison of the passages in which
these words are found reveals the
fact that the retribution that will
overtake the wicked is the natural
and unavoidable consequence of
their disregard for the supreme
justice and honor of the creator
shown in dis obediencedisobedience to his com-
mandmentsmand ments these consequences
follow inevitably as effects from
causes

this future punishment is referred
totc as the second death J destruc-
tion eteetc the wicked are said to
be destroyed lost dead
but what do these terms really
mean in the new testamentre we
read that unconverted men are al-
ready on the earth dead in sins
the prodigal was lost until he
returned home the antediluvian
world was destroyed by the flood
in none of these passages can

death or destruction mean
either annihilation or endless tor-
ment

fer-
ment it isie clear beyond dispute
that unconverted menmein on earth
although they are declared to be

dead have not been annihilated
nor are they in endless torment
the prodigal was surely not
annihilated while he was wan-
dering in the foreign land nor
were the antediluvians annihilated
by the flood since christ preached
to them in prison after a lapse of
2000 years or more all these were
living beings still within the reach
of saving mercy althoualthoughgp in bible
language they are saidmid to be

dead destroyed etc
if we now follow the well known

rule of protestant interpretation and
allow scripture to be explained by
scripture we see at once that future
retribution in all its unfathomable
awfulness is neither annihilation nor
endless torment those who are

cast into hell are no more annihi-
lated than they were while living
upon this earth they are de-
stroyedst 11 but they are no more
outside of the reach of their fathers
mercy than were the world des-
troyed in the flood

those who look upon future pun-
ishment as endless torment argue
that the punishment of the wicked
is always referred to as an eternal
punishment and that the meaning
of the word eternal can be bothinnothing9
but endless when the word Is used
to describe the happiness of the

saints or the qualities of godsgod itft
must be taken as I1indicatingng an end
less duration of time why
it denote something else when used
to denote the punishment of
the derivation of the word front
aeiei ever and einai to be itft
is further argued shows it to
mean nothing but everlasting
to this we briefly reply that the
word eternal according to USite
derivation in greek means ever-
lasting may perhaps be true al-
though the above derivation hasbm
been questioned by many etymon
fists but even if it does it tois eer
tain that the word eternal toia la14

many passages applied to earthly
objects that pass away and JV
must be noted that the wordwerd eternal
often does not refer to duration sf
time at all it is often used as the
opposite to that which pertains aft
this life much as the word spiritspiritualwd
is used as the opposite of material
speaking of the eternal blessed neat
of the saints the scriptures often
mean a bliss to be enjoyed tnta
eternity and in the same way
cletereternalnall punishment means akai

punishment to be suffered in etaeletetik 3

ity as distinguished from punish
ment inflicted in this life it
strange that this fact should ever
have been overlooked y

buteliut the declaration of the apostle
paul should settle the controversy
for ever for he christ must s

reign till he has put allenall enemiesemles
under his feet the last enemy
that shall be abolished is death V

that god may be all in all 31

if this passage does not teach that
christ shall reign in order that Hhe
may reclaim from death its vicvictimstints
and that there is a glorious work tooto
be done for the dead then we fedlfall
to perceive any meaning at all in
this comprehensive passage

but it evidently means that god
shall become all in auall and thatat
death itself shall finally be abolaba
dished

so far the teachings of the bible
are plain on the subject under eoncon

but the hillfull meaning
of the expression eternal punish-
ment is gaven nowhere so clearly
as in the doctrine and covenants
seesec 19 65 12 eternal punishment
is in this passage declared to be
ngodgods19 punishment as god him 1

self is eternal the punishment
itself is always existing but the
terms of the transgressors lifferdiffer asad
their sins dinerdiffer men who have
chosen to violate the laws of gad s

will suffer this punishment but
each one according to the nature ofif
his offense for god is just inin amall
his dealings with his children 1
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