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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

‘The Annual Message of the President of the
United States was yeasterday communicated to

the ttwo Houses of Congress. It is as fol-
lows:— |

Fellow-citizens of the Senate
and of the House of Represenialives:
The Constitution requires that the President
shall, from time to time, not only recommend
to the consideration of Conggess such measures

as he may judge necessary and expedient, but tory, and substituting in its place hostile Gov-

algo that he shall give information to thein of
the state of the Union. To do thjs fully in-
volves exposition of all matters in the actual
condition of the country, domestic gr foreign,
w hich essentially concern the gener:ﬁr wellare,
While eperforming his constitutional duty in
this respect the President does not speak mere-
ly ‘to expless personal convictions, but as the
Eixecutive Miuister of the Government, en-
abled by his position and called upon by his
official obligations to scan with an impartial
sye the interests of the whole and of every
part of the United States. 5 :

Of the condition of the domestic interests of
the Union, its agricultare, mines, manufactures,
navigation, and commerce, it is necessary only
to say that the internal prosperity of the coun-
try, its continuons and steady advancement in
wealth and population, and in private as well
as public well-being, attest the wisdom of our
institutions, and the predominant spirit of in-
telligence and patriotism, which, notwithstand-
ing occasional irregularities of opinion or ac-
tion resulting from popular freedom, has dis-
- tinguished and chdracterized the people of
America.

In'the brief interval between the termination
of the last and the commencement of the pres-
ent session of Congress the public mind has
been occupied with the care of selecting, for
another constitutional term, the President and

Vice President of the United States.
~The determination of the persons who are of
- right or contingently to preside over the admin-

Jistration of the Government is, under our sys-
tem, committed to the States and the People.

We appeal to them, by their voice pronosinced |

in the forms of law, to call whomsoever they
will to the high post of Chief Magistrate.

And thus it is that ag the Senators represent
the respective States of the Union,and the
tnembers of the House of Representatives the
several constituencies of each State, so the
President represents the aggregate population
of the United States. Their election of him is
the explicit and solemn act of the sole sover-
eign authority of the Union. |

it is impossible to misapprehend the great
principles which, by their recent political ac-
tion, the, people of the United States have
sanctioned and announced.

They have asserted the constitutional equal-
ity of each and all of the States of the Union
as States; they have affirmed the constitutional
equality of each and all of the citizens of the
Unifed States as citizens, whateverstheir reli-
gion, wherever their birth or their residence;

they have maintained tLe inviolability of the |

constitutional rights of the different sections of
the Unior ; gind they have proelaimed their de-

voted and unalterable attachment to the Union |

and to the Constitution as objects of interest
superior to all subjects of local or sectional
controversy, as the safegnard of the rights of
all, as the spirit and the essence of the liberty,
peace, and greatness of the Republic.

In doing this they have at the same time
emphatically condemned the idea of organizing
in these United States mere geographical par-
ties; of marshalling in hostile array towards
each other the different parts of the country,
Nerth or South, East or {j?est; _

Schemes of this nature, fraught with incal-
cnlable mischief, and which the considerate
sense of the people has rejected, conld haye
had countenance in no part of the country had
ther not been diaguised by suggeslions plau-
sible in appearance, acting upon an excited
state of the public mind, induced by causes
temporary in their character, and it is to be
hoped transient in their influence.

Perfect liberty of association for political
objects and the widest scope of discussion
* are the receivedgand ordinary conditions of
government in our ‘country. Our institutions,
framed in the spirit of counfidence in the intel-
ligence and integrity of the people, do not for-
bid citizens, either individually or associated
together, to attdck by writing, speech, or any
ather methods short of physical foree, the
Censlitution and the very existence of the
Usion. Under the shelter of this great liberty,
and protected by the laws and usages of the
Govemiment - they assail, associations haye
been formed in some of the States of individ-
uals who, pretending to seek only to prevent the
spread of the institution of slavery into the
present or future inchoate States of the Union,
are really inflamed with desire fo change the
domestic institutions of the existing States.
To accomplish their objects they dedicate
themselves to the odious task of depreciating
the Government organization which stands in
their way, and of calumniating, |
criminate invective, not only rﬁle citizens of
particular States, with whose laws they find
tault, but all ethers of their fellow-citizens
throughout the conntry who do not participate
with them in their assaults upon the Constitu-
tion, framed and adopted by our fathers, and
elaiming for the privi :ﬁ“ it has secured and
the blessings it has conferred the steady sup-
port and grateful reverence of their children.
They seek an object which they well know to
be arevolutionary one. They are perfectly
aware that the change in the relative condition
of the white and black races in the slavehold.
ing States which they would promote is be-
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yond their lawful authority; that to them it is
a foreign object; that it eannot be effected by
any peaceful instrumentality of theirs; that
for them, and the States of which they are
citizens, the only path to its accomplishment
is through burning cities and ravaged fields,

and slaughtered populations, and all there is

{ most terrible in foreign complicated with civil

and servile war; and that the first step in the
attempt is the forcible disruption of a country
embracing in its broad bosom a degree of liber-
ty and an amount of individual and public.
prosperity to which there is no parallel in his-

ernments, driven at once and inevitably into
mutnal devastation and fratricidal carnage,
transforming the now peaceful and felicitous

brotherhood into a vast rﬂ-rmaneut camp of |

armed men, like the rival monarchies of Eu-
rope and Asia  Well knowing that such and
\ such only are the means and the consequences
 of their plans and purposes, they endeavor to
}pr’ﬂ are the people of the United States for
civil war by doing every thing in their power
to deprive the Coustitution and the laws of
moral authority, and to undermine the fabrie
of the Union by appeals to passion and sec-
tional prejudice, by indoctrinating its people
with reciprocal hatred, and by educating them
to stand face to face as enemies rather than
ghounlder to shoulder 2s friends. |

It is by the agency of such unwarrantable
interference, foreign and domestie, that the
minds of many, utﬁerwise good citizens, have
been so inflamed into the passionate condem.
nation of the domestic institutions of the iouth—
ern States’ as at length to pass insensibly to
almost equally passionate hostility towards
| their feliow-citizens of those States, .and
thus finally to fall into temporary fellow-
ship with the, avowed and active enemies of
the Constitution. Ardently attached to liberty
in the abstract, they do not stop to ctonsider
practically how the objects they would attain
can be accomplighed, nor to reflect that, even
if the evil were as great as they deem it, they
have no remedy to apply, and that it can be
only aggravatéd by their violence and unecon-
stitutional action. A question which is one of
the most diflicult of all the problems of social
| institution, political economy, and statesman-
ship, they treat with unreascning intemperance
of thonght and language. Extremes beget ex-
tremes. Vieclent attack from the Nerth finds
its inevitable consequence in the growth of a
spirit of angry defiance at the South. Thus in
the progress of events we had reached that
consummation which the voice of the people
has row so pointedly rebuked, of the attempt
of & portion of the States, by a sectional or-
ganization and ‘movement, to usurp the control
of the Government of the United States.

I confidently believe that the great body of

those who inconsiderately took this fatal step
are sincerely attached to the Constitution and
the Union. They would, upon deliberation,
\ shrink =ith unaffected horror from any con-
gcicus act of disunion or civil war. But they
havg entered into a path which leads nowhere
unless it be to civil war and disunion, and
| which has no other possible outlet, They have
proceeded thus far in that direction in conse-
quence of the successive stages of their pro-
 gress having consisted of a series of secondary
issues, each of which prefessed to be confined
within constitutional ‘and peaceful limits, but
which attempted indirectly what few men
were willing to do direetly, that is, to act ag-
gressively against the constitutional rights of
nearly one-half of the thirty-one States,

In the long series of acts of indirect aggres-
sion the first was the strenuous agitation, by
citizens of the Northern States, in Congress
and out of if, of the question of negro emanci-
pation in the Southern States.

The second step in this path of evil cousisted
of acts of tihe people of the Northern States,
and in several instances of their governments
aimed to facilitate the escape of persons held
to service in the Southern States, and to pre-
vent their extradition when reelaimed * =
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ing to law and in virtue of express pr SHE
of the Constitution.. To promote l{:i ject
legislative enactments EIIE other means were
adopted to take away or defeat rights which
the Constitution solemnly guarantied. In or-
der to nullify the then existing act of Congress
concerning the extradition of fugitives from
service, laws were enacted in many States for-
bidding their officers, under the severest penal-
ties, to participate in the execution of any act
of Congress whatever. In this way that sys-
tem ef harmonious co-operation between the
authorities of the [Tnited States and of the
several -States, for the maintenance of their
compon ipstitutions, which existed in the
early years of the Republic, was destroyed,
conflicts of*jurisdiction came to be frequent,
and éungreaa found itself compelled, for the
support of the Constitution and the vindication
of its power, to authorize thel appointment of
new oificers charged with the execution of its
acts, as if they and the officers of the States
were the ministers respectively of foreign Gov-
ernments in a state of mutnal hostility, rather
than fellow-magistrates of a common country,
peacefully subsisting under the protection of
one well-constituted Unlon. Thus here, also,
aggression was followed by reactiony and the
attacks upon the Constitution at this peint did
but serve to raise up aew barriers for its de-
fence and security. . L _
The third stage of this unhappy sectional
coniroversy was in connexion with the organ-
ization of Territorial governments and the ad-
mission of new States into the Union: When
it was proposed to admit the State of Maine,
Ly separation of territory from that of Mas-
sachusetts, and the State of Missouri, formed
of a portion of the territory ceded by France
to the United States, Representatives in Con-
s . 8.
 sress objected to the admission of the latter
! 4
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unless with conditions suited to particular
views of Ru_bllc- policy. The imposition of
such a con iﬁﬁau successfully resisted; but,
at (he same period, the question was presented
of imposing restrictions upon the residue of the
territory ceded by France. That question was,
for the time, disposed of by the adoption of- a
geographical line of limitation. | s

In this connexion it should not ‘be forgotten
that when Franee, of her own acgord, resolved,
for considerations of the most far-sighted sa-
gacity, to cede Louisiana to the United States,
and that accession wys accepted by the United
States, the latter expressly engaged thate*the
inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be in-
corporated in the Union of the United States,
and admitted as soon as possible, according to
the principles of the Federal Constitution, to.
the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and
immunities of eitizens of the United Stales;
and in the mean time they ghall be maintained
and protected in the free enjoyment of their
liberty, property, and the religion which they
profess;™. that is to say, while it remainsina
Territorial condition, its inhabitants are main-
tained and protected in the free enjoyment of
their liberly and property, with a rightthen to
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of perfect equalily with the original States. |

pass into the condition of States, on a footing |

'he enactment which established the res-
trictive geogtaphical line was acquiesced in
rather than approved by the States of the |
Union. It steod on the statute-beok, however, .
for a. pumber of years; and the people of the
respective States acquiesced in the re-enact-
ment of the frinciple as applied to the State of
Texas; and 1t was prnpnaeg to acquiesce in ils
farther application to the territory acquired
by the United States from Mexico; but this
roposition was sticcessfully registed by (he

epresentalives from the Northern States, who,
regardless of the statute line; ingisted upon
applying restricti?\ to the new territory gen- ‘|
erally, whether lyThg north or south of it, there-
by repealing it as a legislative compromise,
and, on the. part of the North, persistently
violating the compact, if compact there was.

Thereupon this cnactment ceassd to have
binding vi-tue in any sense, whether as res- |
pects the North or the South; and so in eifect |
it was treated on the oceasion of the admis- |
sion of the State of California, afid the organi-
zation of the Terrifories of New Mexico, Utah,
and Washington, .

Such was the state of this questionwhen the |
time arrived for the organization of the Terri- |
tories of Kansas and Nebraska.

In the pro- |

it had now at length come to be seen clearly |
that Congress does not possess constitutional |
 power to impose restrictions of this character |
upon ady present or future State of the Uniop. |
In a long series of decisions, on the fullest ar- |
gument, and after the most deliberate consider- |
ation,.the Supreme Court of the United States |
had finally détermined this point, in every form |
under which the question could arise, whether
as affecting public or private rights—in ques-
tions of the public domain, of religion, of navi-
gation, and of servitude, :

. The seyveral States of the Union are by force |
of the Constitution co-equal in domestic legis- |
lative power. Congress cannot change a law |
of domestic relation in the State of Maines no |
more can if in the State of Miggouri. “Any
statute which proposes to do (his-is a mere
nullity; it takeg away flo right, it confers|
none. If it remains on the statute-book unre-

error and a beacon of warning to the legislator
and the statesman. To repeal it will be only
to removéd im&brfuctinn from the statutes,
without affectifig, either in -the sense of per-
mission or eof prohibition, the action of the
tates or of their citizens. |
- Still, when the nominal restriction of this !
nature, already a dead letter in law, was in
terius repealed by the last Congress, in a
clause of the act organizing the Territorics of
Kansas and Nebraska, that aepeal was made
the occasion of a wide-spread and dangerous
agitation, [ pe ol
It was alleged that the original enactment
being a compact of perpetual moral ebligation,
its ;épeal t:nuatitutedp an odious breach of
Faith, . 4
An act of Congress, while it remains-unrepeal-
ed, more especially if it be cousti utionally valid
in the judgment of those public functiovaries
whose duty itis o pronounce on that point, is uu-
doubtedly binding on the conscience of each
good cilizen of the Repnjlic. Bat in what sense”|
can it be asserted thut the enactment in question |
was invested wigh perpetuity and entitled to the re-
spect of usolemn eompuet? Between whom was
the compact? No distinct.contending powers of the
Government, no separatesections of the Union,
treating as such, entered into treaty stipulations
on the subject. It was a mere clause of an gct of |
Congress, and, like any other controverted mat-
ter of legislutien, received its final shape and was
passed by compromise of the conflicing opinions |
or sentiments of the members of Consress. Bat,
if it had meral anthorily over men’s cceneciences,
to whom did this authority attach? Net to those |
of the North who had repeatedly refused to con-
firm it by extension, and who had z=2alousy striv- |
en to establish other and incompatible regulatious |
upon the subject. And if, as it thus nppanrs,|
the sapposed compact had no obligatory force as
to the North, of,course it could not have had any
asito the South, forall sach compacts must be
mutaal and of reciprocal obligntion. =
~ It has not unfrequently happened thatlaw-giy-
ers, with undue estimation of the valae of the
law they give orin the view of imparting to it
peculiar strength, make it perpetual in terins;, but
they cannot thus lind the conscience, judgment, |
and the will of those who may succeed them,in-
vested with similar respounsibilities, and clothed
with equal suthority. More careful investigution

may prove the luw Lo be unsound in -pﬁncipig—.—
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gress of  constitntional inguiry and reflection, !

pealed, it remains there only as a mpnument of | P

' new T'erritories of the United States.

-of passing a new one, the country

Experience may show il to be imperfect in detail
and impracticable in execution; and then both
reason and righl cembiue not merely to justify,
but to require its repeal. ‘

The Constitution, supreme asit is over all the
departmeuts of the Governmeat, legislative, ex-
ecutive, snd judicial, is open to amendment by its
very terms; aud Cougress or the States may, in
their discretion, propose amendment to it, solema
compzct though it in truth is between the sover-
Ila the present ipn-
gtauee a political enuctment, wihich lad ceased to
buve legal power or authority of any kind, was
repealed. 'The position assumed, that Cougress
had no moral right to easct speh repeal, wus

| strange euovugh, and singularly so jn view of the

fuct thst the arguwment ¢ame froua those who
openiy reflused obedicncelo existing laws of the
lavd, havivg the same populir designation und
gaality us compromise seis; pay, more, who un-
equivocally disregarded and condemed the most
positive aud obligutery injunetions of the Cousti-
tution itseif, and sought, by every means within
their rezch, to deprive a poftion of their fellow-
citizens of the equul enjoyment of those rights
and privileges guaranteed slike to-all by the tun-
damental compact of our Uaion.

This ergument against the repeal of the stat-
ale lme in question was accompanied by another
of congenial charkcler, and equully with the for-

'mer destitute of foundution iu reasonand troth — #

It wus imputed that the measore originated in the
coneeption of exleading the limits of slave-labor
beyoud those previcusly assigned to it, and that
snch was its natorel as well as jatended effect;
and these baseless assumptions were made; nthe
Northeri States, the ground of unceasing assault
upon constitutionul right,

The repeal in terms of a stutute which was al-
ready obsolete and also null for unconstitution-
ality could have no influenca 1o obsiruct or to
promote the propagation of couflicting views of
political or social iestitution.  When the act or-
ganizing the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska
was pussed, the inherent effect upon that portion
of the public domwuin thins opened to legal setile-
ment was to acmit settlers from all the States of
the Union alike, e2ch with his couvictions of pub-
lic policy and private interest, there to found in
their diseretion, subject to such limitations as the
Coustitulion and acis of Congress might preseribe,
new Stutes, hereafter to be adwmitted into the
Union. Itwasa free field, open zlike to -all,
whether the stalute line of assumed restriction
were repealed or not. That repeal did not open

to free competition of the diverse opiniong and :

domeslic institations a fiela which, without such
repeal, would have been closed agaiust them: it

found that field of competition already opened in °

fact and in luw. All the repesl did was to relieve
the slatute-book of, an objectionable gnactment,
unconstitutional in effcet, and injurious in terms
lo a large portion of the States.

Is it the fact that in sll the unsettled regions of
the United States, if emigration be left fiee to act
in this respeet for itself, without legal prohibi-
tions on either side, slave labor will sponlaneous-

| lv go every where in preference to free lubor?—
peculiar demestic institu-

Is it the fuel that the
tious of the Southern States possess relatively so
much of vigor that whersseveran avenue is free-
ly open to all the world they will penetrate to the
exclugion of thoss of the Northera States? Ia
it the fact that the former enjoy, compared with
the latter, such irresistioly superior vitality, inde-
pendent of climate, soM, and 2il other accidental
circumstances, as to be able to prednee the sup-
osed result, in spite of the assumed moral and
natural ohstacles to its accomplishment and of the
more numerous population of the Northern
Slates? . _

The afgument of those who advoeate the en-
acwnent of vew laws of restriction and eondemn
the repeul of cld ones in" effect avers ghs i
particular views of goverament have
tending or sell-sustaiviug power of Wl
and will go nowhere nnless forced by act of Ot
gress. - And if Congress do hut pauss fora
ment in the poliey of stern coercion; if iga¥e
ture to try the experiment of leaving men téfadge
for themseives what iustitations will best sait
them; ifit be not struined up to perpetual legislutive
exertion on this poiut; if Congress peoceed thus te
act in the very spiritof Uberty, it is at once charg-
ed with aiming to extergBlave lahor into zll the

i

Of coarse thege imputations oa the intentions

of Congress in this respect, conceived as they were_

in prejudice and disseminated in passion, are ut-
terly desilitute of any justfication in ‘the nature
of tiings, and coutrery to all the fundamental
doctrines and privciples of civil liberty and self-
goveramen'. -

While, therefore, in general, the people of the
Northern Stutes hve neyer, at uuy time, arroga-
ted for the Federal Government the power to in-
terfere diractly with the damestic condition of
persons in the Southern States, but on the con-
trary, have disavowed all sych intentions, and
have shrunk from conspicuons affilistion with
those few who pursue their fanatical objects avow-
edly through the eontemplated means of revolu-
Lionary change of the Government, and with the
acceptance of the necessary cousequences—acivil
and servile war—yet many citizens have suffered
themselves to be drawn inio one evaunescent po-
litical issue of agitétion after unother, appertain-
ing to the same set of opinions, and which sub-
sided as rapidly as they urose when it came to be
seen, us itumformly did, that they were incom-
patible with the compacts of |
the existence of the Uwpion. Thus, when the
acts of some of the States to nunllify the existing
extradition law imposed upon Congress the duty
was invited by

tators to enter into purty organization for its
arfpoai; but that sgitation speedily cetsed by rea-
son of the impracticability of its objeet. So,
when the statute restriction npon the institutions
of new States, by a ! line, hud been
repealed, the country was urged to demand its
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