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are rea iilai lamedined with desire to chanchangee the
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par ticul i states with whose laws they find
faulttault b i aad 1 others of their fellow citizens
i broughbroughtortoutit the country who do not participate
withmithwith tirrathra inin their assaults upon the
ttionionton fraundfrAujd and adopted by our fathers and
claimingcl liming forforthethe privileges it has secured and
therh blessings it has conferred the steady sup
portr ort andanil grateful reverence qt their childredchildrerschildrchild erierl
ahey see an object which they well know to
be one tiley are perfectly
dwar4 arg that the changer iliin the relative condition
cff the white and black races in the slaveslav holdhoid
ingin states which they would promote is be

yond their lawful authority that to them it is
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it is by the agency of such ununwarrantable
interference foreign and that thetb
minds of many otherwise good citizens have
been so inflamed into the passionate condem-
nation of the domestic institutions of the south-
ern states as at length to pass insensibly to
almost quallyequally hostility towards
their fbelowelielj ow citizens of those spatesstates and
thus foially to fall into fellow-
ship
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ith the avowed and active enemies of
the constitution ardently attached totj liberty
in the abstract they do not stop t consider
practically how the objects ttheyey attain
can be accomplished nor to reflect that eevenven
if the eellelieilia wereere as great as they deem it ththeygy
have no0 rremedye in editoto apapplytilyrily andavil that it can be
onionlyonisY ag rava ted by ttheirair iiotioiloviolencelenceleoce and uncon-
stitutionaltitution al action A question which is onione of
the most difficult of all the problems of socibocisocialal
bisti utioni1 tionlion political economy and statesman-
ship tiley treat with unreasoningunreasonunreasoningin intemperance
of thouthonthoughtglit andcind language I1extremesiergemes beget ex

violent attack from the narthnorth fieldsfinds
its consequence in the growgrowth of a

lleilespiritirit of angry defiance at the south thugthus in
the progressprogiess of events wevve had reached that
cons i nation which the voice of the people
has i osow so pointedly rebuked of the attemptattempt
of a portion of the states by a sectional

atlonaaionat ionlon and movement toipp usurp the control
of 0tiietile1 e agnC i i eieminent of the statesates

I1 cii inbiinki itly believe that the great body of
those siokloho ii n considerately took this fatal stepstop
are slistis 11 corisceriscorly attached to the constitution and
the faionfalon they would upon deliberation
shrink sithmth unaffected horrorhorew from any con

3 act of disunion or civil war butput heythey
havhave enteredpiferpitered into a path which leads nowhere
unless it be to civil war and disunion andavld
whichabi li hasnasHAS no other possible outlet they have
proceeded thuathui far in that direction in caconse0
que c- oic- ofcol the successive stagedstages of their pro-
gress

ro
havinhaving consistconsistedtd of a series of aryss each of which professed to liebe coneonconfinedfined

within constitutional and peaceful limits but
1which attempted indirectly what few men
abrewere xv iillinghing to do diredirectlyetly thaithat is to act ag
grebely against the constitutional rights of
11nearlyearly one half of the thirty one states

in the ong series of acts of indirect aggres-
sion thehe first was the strenuous agitation by
citielaelseia of the northern states in congresscongress
and outont01 t of it of the question of negro emanci-
pation in the southern states

the second stepinstep in this pathbahofof evil cm siedsled
0
off acts oiof tiletiie people of the northern states
and iniii several instances of their governments
aimed to facilitate the escape of persons heldheid
to slisllsen icec e inin the southern states and to pre-
vent theheirir extradition when reclaimed d
ing to law and in virtue of exiempressexpresspress ns
of filpflip constitution to promote e t
legi e enactments1abts and other means were
adopted to take away or defeat rights which
the institutionC i institution solemnly inoriner
der to nullity the then existing act efof cancongressTas
concerning the extradition of fugitives iromi om
service laws were enacted inin manythany states for
biddi their officers under the severest penal-
ties
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tot participateate in the execution of any actait

of Cco iressi ress whatever iliin way that gyssys-
tem effr harmonious1 arin 0 I1 1 ioulou 9 Ccooperationoperationcoo between the

tirs otof the united states and of the
severalsevera tit for the maintenance ofef their
comann i11 which existed iiin the
early yearsears of the republic was destroyed
conkliconflictsts of jurisdiction came to be frequent
and Krigcongressress found itself compelled for thethe
support of the constitution and the vindication
orof its pow er to authorize the appointment of
new officers charchargedtredired with the execution of its
acts as if they and the officers of the states
were the ministers respectively of foreign gov-
ernmentsernments in a state of mutual hostility rather
than fellow magistrates of a common country
peacefully subsisting under the protection of
one wewellweliI1 I1 constituted union thus here also
aggressiont waswab followed by readreactiontion and thethattaftattacksacke upon constitutionthe at this point did
but serveberve to raise up barriers for its de-
fencefence and security

the third stage of this unhappy sectional
controversy wabwas in with the organ-
ization of territorial governgovernmentsmerits and the ad-
mission of new states into the union whenmet
it was proproposedpostil to admit the state of maine
by separation of territory from that of mas-
sachusetts and the state of missouri formed
0of a portion of the territory ceded by france
to the united states representatives in con-
gress objected to the adadmissioni of the latter

unless with conditions siltedsiftedsllsilstited to particular
views of public policy the imposition of
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territory ceded y france I1aliathat al bioli waswais
for the time disposedlis posed of by fhethu adoption otof a
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states the latter elpi essiyessly engaged thatthatthethe
inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be ifin-
corporatedcorporated la the union of the united states
1 d1 I A linilinitilL
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andridtid protected in the free enjoyment of their
liberty property and theth 4 n which ih y
pro felfei tha isi a to soysay I11 I

i I1 mainsmaihs itin a
tergit lialbialal condition ilii 3 i ii ntit 0 3 aleaie main-
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mainmaln
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their libertylibei ty and proppropelcityty anMIIit it lightgoa then to
pass into the conditiconditionoi oiof stito onn a footing 1

of goperfect equalityy withith the oollir 1 states
the enact aich1 establishedliedtied thetile res-

itturtuneq resetreselAtlizi line wasa t coweeelweei iced itiil
rather titan approved by ththa0 b ites of tilethe
union it stood on the statute bitlitb choeik honn e err
ora number of yearsyearb and the peoplepopie of the

respective state acquiesced iliin tlethe reenactre enact
ment ofohicethe f as applied to the state oiof
texas and it wa proposed to aciaclacquiesceacquelieseebce in its
furtherfarther aapplication to the territory acquireacquired1

by the united states from mexicomelco butbu tinsthis
proposition waewar re ted bybk thellie

erqin the nor states who
regardless of0 the statute I1line nisniRinsistedisted uioulo
applying cV to the new torriterritorytory geigel
etaerady whether lying north or of it there
ay repealing it as a IVilwislatie compromise
and on the part of tiltilethiee nordnorih persistently
violating the compact if compact there was

thereuponos thiathis ceceailaidald to hahaveve 1

bindibindlbinding vitue inin any varthervile ther as res-
pectstillifillitoee north or the south alidand so in elleilel ct
it was treated on the oceaocoaoccasionsionslon of the admis-
sion of the state of california ainirihliol the orgorsaiaalaalnaia
bation of the territories of new mexico utah
and washington

such was the state of this qbiciic ion when ththa
time arrived for the organization ofcf the triniterlI1

toriestonnes of kansas and nebraska in thehe pip o-
gress of 4 constitutional inquiry and reflection
it had arpir at length come totn iebe seenbeen clecieciellii IV
that congress loeaboeadoes not poilpoispossesssess toniitontitoniinilI1
power to impose restrictions of hilvi characharacterter
upon any present or future state of the union
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lnainain A longloni1seriesberles of decisions on tiltho fullest aya r
gement and after the most deliberate consider

supreme court of the united states
had finally dAtdetermined this point I1init erveveryery forlibomi
under question couldchuh arse NIwetlieetile
aaas affecting or private riailts1 h 13 in gres
tiona of the public domain of rohion of nuflax i
gatgationitin and of serviserriservitudetutie

the several states of the union areire by forcfore
of the constitution coequalco equal in domestic legis-
lative power congress cannot change a I1 iwiv
of domestic rerelationlatich in the state of baillemaine nolio
more can it in the state of anuantany
statute which proposes to do10 lailsuhlalsaisa is a
nullity it takes awaawayy notio iiailiniloil it coif rrs3
none iff ftit remains on the statute book nore
pealed it remainsremaina there only as a of
erertrandorand a beacon of warning to tilethe lelepisis latr
and the statesman to repeal it will beoc
to remove fromfrona the statutes
without affecting either in tilethe sensebinse of per-
mission or of prohibition the action of the
states or of their citizens

still when thetho nornominalninal restriction of this
nature alfready a dead letter i i law ws 11
bernis repealed by the last congress jahi a
clause of the act organizing the territoriesterritoryrj s ot
kansas andantl Nelionebraska that rrepeale A was anade
the occasionoccaoceasionaioo of a widespreadwide spreadaspre anddud dangerous i

agitation 1

it WMws alleged tthathatkat the oriorloriginalvinal enactment
being compact of perpetual mocoialal
itsibi repeal constituted an odious breach of
flit 11

alian act ofol Condoncongressgrem while it rem insdiks v
ed more especially if it be consal tio nally vali i

illin the gutigjudgmentmentwent of close public
whose pronounce on that point is onun-
doubtedly
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binding on tilothe conconscienceclerice of each
good citizen of the but in what sencensensee
can it be asserted hat the 1 l ilim questionquasionqueques sionlion
was invested wih perpetuity nd enell ititled to tiietile re-
spect of a solemn comi iuttut wmswas
tiietile compact 11noau powers of the
governments no separatetc sections of the union
treating as sucheuch entered into treaty onons
enan the subject it fasaaswas a mere clause of an act of
congress and like any other controverted mat-
ter of it gi received its finaifinal shape and was
passed by ot0 the conflicting opinions
or sentiments of the members of couooncongressbrewirem but
if it hadbad moral antauthorityhority over mens consciences
to whom did this authority attach not to those
of the north who had repeatedly refused to con-
firm it by extension and who had ze lousy trivx

en to establish other and incompatible regulations
upon tilethe subject and if as it thus appears
tiletiie supposed compact hadbad no obligatory force as
to tilethe north it could not have had tinyany
asao the south for alf such impactscompactsom pacts be
mutual andslid of reciprocal obligation

it has not infrequently happened div
ers wilhwith undue estimation of the alaealoe of the
law heytiley give or iliin thetho view of imparting lo10 it
peculiar strength make it perpetual inili tertermsbernisuisnis but
theytiley cannot thus lind tile ebuscience judgment
and the will of those who may succeed chemin
vested with similar responsibilities and clothed i

with equal authority more careful investigation
maynay prove thetha law to be unsound in principle

experience may show it to babe impertimperl octt ithi detail
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