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I HAVE been unexpectedly called upon to
stand before you to give expression to my
feelings, and I trust while so doing that I
may be led by the Spirit of the Lord. It
behoves ‘‘Mormen’’ elders to be always
Eropared..—-“minnta men,” for they do not
<l

ow al what moment they may be called
upon to perform some duty connected with
their The Savior admonished His

apostiesand followers, saying, “Be ye al-
‘vsf.’;a ready,” and He illustrated ityb;? a
parable to the effect that if the man of
the house knew the hour the thief would
come he would be pre
his housewould not be breken o
with the Latter-day Saints, and es
those who bear the priesthood, for
liable, at any time, to be called u
and the
m up in the midst of the Saints to bear
ony of the truth, to exhort to faith-
fulness and diligence, and to show forth the
light that is in them in uading their
fellow-beings to do that which is right in
the sight of God, We should be prepared
all the day long for any emergency, no
matter whether it be life or death. Life is
very uncertain with us; we do not know
this moment what the next may bring
forth; therefore the religions of the day will
not answer for the Latter-day Saints any
more than they will answer, in reality, for
those who pro to believe in them, be-
cause they areunsound. It behoves usas the
children of God to be always prepared for
every duty and for every event that may
transpire in life, that we not be taken
unawares, caught off our guard orout of the
path that leads to eternal life. The Lord
may call us when we little think of it, or
require labors at our hands when we are
not prepared; which would be an awkward
position, and very unpleasant to a person
who had any for his character, be-
fore God, and in the society of his friends,
There is no time to lay off the armor of
O s there is not a moment in the lives of
the children of men when they can afford to
serve the devil; it is always the bestto be
on our guard, be honest, and honorable in
the sight of God and man, which is the
path of safety. |
Not because honestyis the best pelicy,
but because it is the duty of every mdivig-
ual on the face of the earth to beso; and be-
cause, 80 far as we the Latter-day Saints
are concerned, we have voluntarily cove-
nanted with the Lord to keep His com-
mandments and to forsake sin. We have
done this because we have been convinced
that this is the only way to find favor with

God and to obtain salvation in His pre-
SONCH,

Then there is no time to swear, no time
to cheat our neighbor or to take advantage
of him; there is no time to waste and fritter
away in foolishly decorating our bodies, or
to acquire means to devote to that which
will grieve the Spirit of the Lord and dis-
uu.lfl’y us to receive solid blessings from

is hands, The Latter-day Saints have no
time to drink whisky, or to waste in follow-
ing the si'ly fashions of the world. There
is too much to do and too many labors for
us to perform to have time for anything of
this nature. Yethow often do we see those
who profess to be Latter-day Saints,—who
should be the servants and handmaids of
God,—those who have received the holy
priesthood, turning away from the h of
rectitude and following after the foolish
fashions, frivolities, and viees of a corrupt
and depraved world? I am. to say
that this is seen too viten! But ifthere was
only a single instance of it among all the
Latter-day Saints it would be too often,
for, as 1 have alraadi said, we have no
time for anything of the kind. The world
is Dbefore us, wherein aré millions of our
fellow- bel |
had the privilege of hearing the truth,, We
are chosen to be ministers of the gospel un-
to them. Every man and woman who pro-
fesses to be a believer in the gospel revealed
in this last dispensation should live so that
their light may shine; their character
should be such that no one on earth could
take exceptions to it, They should live
pure, holy,virtuous lives before God. Their
acts should speak louder than it is possible
to speak with words, their conduct should
evinoce the truth and sincerity of their pro-
fessions. But when ple come into our
midst what difference do they see between
the conduct of many calling themselves Lat-
ter-day Saints, and that of the world at
large? A Not any. Says the stranger, *I do
not see but you ‘Mormons’ are aboutthe
same as other people. You can smoke
cigars, frequent whisky and billiard sa-
loons, , or peérchance gambllng places (if
any), andtake the name of God in vain the
SAIN 6 a8 aayl_rndy 6l And I have been
told thiat #f you go into these places you

will be a! most sure to find there some who
are callea “Mormons;’” young men, and
old, son& of the prophets, if you please, and
that this practice is incro4sing in Salt Lake
Cityy—ile central city of Zion where dwell
the priesihood and theauthority del
by Heaven for preat
administering

for him, and
So
ly
ey are
pon to go

E'ﬂq"
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gospeél to foreign nations or |

g8 in darkness, who have never |

ated |

g the gospel and
ereof, for
the sal vation of the children of men. What
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that they do see, and yet many that are
falling into these disreputable habits are
men who hold the priesthood,—elders in
Israel and their sons; and perhaps stran-
gers who come here have seen and heard
some of them preaching the gospel abroad
and when they come bhere they find them
spending theirtime and means in whiskey
and b ds, and in other foolish and
wicked ways:—indeed every way but the
right way. What do such habits s for
men who indulge in them? Shame and
disgrace. I want to tell my brethren and
the strangers belore me to-day that we
have no fellowship for any such men, no
matter who they are. They may call them-
selves Latter-day Saints, you may
have seen them nhrondmhm the gos-
pel; but when you find mfulgin in
the course I haveindicated they have fallen,
dishonored their calling, disgraced them-
selves; theyare nalnngar'latter-dnﬁ Saints,
but apostates, and we have no fellowship
with them, for they are unworthy of the
Redeemer’s cause, That cause has for its
object the reclaiming of the world frem
sin; the overturning of wor{lthlnﬁ that
tends to d ation and evil and to the
bame and degeneracy of the people, and

e saints are the chosen instruments in

| God’s hand to accomplish this work, and
we mean to prosecute it to the uttermost—

! to fight the good fight of faith; and though
many may turn aside the work is onward

and upward, and it will grow and spread
until the purposesof God are consummared.
He has commenced His great work,— His
strange work and His wonder, and He will
roll it forth with rapidity and will consym-

|

mate His plans in the d.nf in which He has
set His hand to gather His people, and that
isthis d el

ay, the evening of the alﬂaig

moments of the last hour of the seven
day as it were, We are living in that
eventiul time, and the Lord .has set His
hand to gather His people. He has called
them forth out of Babylon., His voice is
calling aloud to the inhabitants of the
u{th to tﬂﬂlfn: il:mi:‘.l of Bnbyl:lm thn:h they re-
ceive not of ber plagues and that they par-
take not of her lfl’l.l

We do not want to bring Babylon here —
the %thuring lace appointed by the Lord
for his people; but we want to take every
precaution and to adopt every preveniive
measure in our power to stay the inroads
of the evils which characterize Babylon,
which are so0 eondemned in the laws of
God, and which are so repugnant to the
spirit of the gospel. We do not want these
things here; but we are not smpreme; we
| cannot govern as we would wish.

that we desire to rule with an iron hand,
| oppressively. It would not be oppression
to me, for the proper authorities to say
—*You shall not take intoxicating liquors;
you shall meither manufacture nor Jdrink
them, forthey are injurious to0 your body
and mind,” nor would it be toany Saint—
but what oppression it would be to a cer
tain class! Yet I hope to see the day when,
within the pale of the kingdom of God, no
man will be allowed to iake intoxicating
| liquor; and make—I was going to say, a
beast of himself. But I .do not name it,
rather to make a degraded man o, :imself,
Beasts would not degrade them .- ves as
men do. The habits of the brute: are de-
cent in the eyes of God and ang+'s when
com
bauched men, who pollute mind and body
| by the commission of every species of
vice and crime. I want to see Lthe day
when no man ia the midst of this people
will be allowed totouchintoxicating drink
to becomne drunken. But if we were to
attempt to enforce this rule, what would be
the hue and ? “Tyranny and oppres-
sion;”” and armies would be sent here to
use up the “Mormons;” aud yvet if sucha
rule could be enforced it would be a blers-
in%;nnd no man can deny 1it; and if it were
enforced it would only be carrying out the
principles of ‘‘Mormonism,’’

Do the ‘“‘Mormons’’ drink it? Yes, to
their shame, disgrace and the violation of
their covenants some of them do; and whilé
on this subject I will say that no one sup-
poses for a moment that a confirmed and.
unrepentant drunkard will ever be per-
mitted within the gates of the celestial city.
We all understand this, but T want to bear
mﬂ testim that those who prostitute
mind and body by the debasing use of‘'in-
toxicating drinks and the crimes and évils
to which it leads will never have partin
the celestial kingdom, ¢“‘Butf,’”’ says one,
‘‘did not some of the ancients get ‘boozy’
once in.a while?”’ If they did they had to
repent of it, I do not excuse them any
more than I would you or myself for tak-
ing a courseof this kKind. Yet God sees as
we can not see.. He takes all things into
consideration, He does not jud%& partially
as we are liable to do. When He places a
man in the balance He weighs him right-
eously, but when we judge a man we
are apt to judge unrighteously, be-
cause we are net omniscient. Bat
what necessity is there for a healthy per-
son  to take intoxicating liquor? Does it
ever do him any good? No, never. But
doesit neverdoany good to use liquor? 1do
not say that. Whuen it.is used for washing
the body according to the revelatious God
has given, and when absolately necessary
if nsed with wisdon for sickness, it may
do good, but when it is used to the extent
that it destroys reason and judgmentitis
never used with impunity. All who thus
use it then violate an immutable law, the
&?nnlty of which must inevitably follow
e transgreseor. It is

ainst prac-
difference ~can they see between |tice that I am speaking. If there be an
these and uthu-ltolh?'(qr it is this class - v

guilty of it here this afternoon,and Thaveno

red with the conduect of dru. ken,de- |
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doubt there are, I wish them to take warn-

ing.

fu intemperance the only evil that is
making an inroad among the Latter-day
Saints? No, I will tell you another.
When coming up here to meeting I notic-
ed in the neighborhood of forty boys be-
tween mﬁhnuﬂa and this Tabernacle who
were sitting in the shade, on the road sides,
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Look after your children, brethren and
sisters; and when winter comes, in two or
three months from now, see there are not
five or six hundred children skating and
sliding in the streets on the Sabba.ti. It
was 80 last winter, This is not the way for
Latter-day Saints to train their children; it
is not living our religion, and herein we
ccme under condemnation before God, and

lounging _gruupu—hnnfln around the | it is where men and women point the fin-
corners. Who are they? They are boys | 8ér of Scorn at us. They say, ‘““Here are
who have been born in the valleys and their | tién and women who profess to have re.
parents claim to be Latter-day Saints, I | ceived revelation from G nd they are
asked myself, “What is the character of | ] their children go to the devil as fast
the fathers and mothers of these boys?” | as they eam, and care nothing about them .
and I came to the conclusion that they are| Says orne, “These are truths, but the

hypocrites or a tes, and I can come to | 8hould not be told in public. If my
no other, hy? If they - practiced | brethren did not want to such things

what they professed to believe thev would
teach their sons correct principles, and
their religious duties—to attend meeting on
the Sabbath and use their time in a profit-

able and Christianlike manner, instead of

turning them out to contract habits which
will ruin them and make them infidels,
Now the parents of these boys haveeither
apostatized and do not ecare enough
ut their children to teach them correct
rinciples; or, while professing to be Latter-
gay Saints, by their acts re the salva-
tion of the gospel as worthless and there-
fore they are hypocrites and need to repent
in either case, _

I would advise my brethren, and I take
the advice to myself, to look af'er their
sons as well as their daughters, and see
where they are on the Sabbath; see that
they do not go a fishing, riding or hunting,
or waste their time in idleness, con
pernicious and injurious habits, — habits
that will lead them to destruction, so that
when we are called upon to answer for the
time and talents God bas given us we may
not be found wanting; and when if is ask-
ed, “Did you train your children in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord?”
“Did ~ou set an example worthy of imita-
tion, that their blood may not be on yvour
skirts?’’ and you can answer, “Yes Lord, I
did all in my power to teach my echil-
dren and to rear them in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. Idid all in my
power to make men and women of them
who would honor the name ot God.” If
this course be taken by parents very few
children will be uncontrolable; or come to
the terrible end that awaits them if parents
neglect them and show by their eourse that
they had as lief they would go to the

devil as not.

I can see where Lhis is tending,

It is to

Not | unbelief, immorality and abominations of

every kind; and I am sorry to see that it is
increasing rather than diminishing among
us., I preached about this a few months
ago, and I will keep the subject before the
brethren and sisters il enabled by the good
Spirit until they will prize their children
enough to look after them, and to know
where theg are, and what they are doing,
and that the company they keep is such as
they ought to keep; and that they attend to
their duties, for \hey have duties to attend
to as well 2s you and I have. If we, as pa-
rents, controlled our children as well as
‘many parents in the sectarian world do
theirs, they would not only be taught to
regard the Sabbalh day as holy, and there-
by keep the conmimandment of God, but

|

|

from me they would not call me up to
speak, DButthey do; that is to say when s
man will get up and teach the people the
trath, warn them of their follies and ot the
evil consequences thereof, they rejoice in
it, because it is good, it is that which we
rmﬁ-,; ‘We do not want to be palaverea and
soit-soaped; we do not want anybody to

et up here and tell us how good we are,
or the Lord looks at us as we are, and He
will judge us according to our woris,
1 want to quote io you a passage of Scrip-
ture, the words of Jesus. Said he,**Except
your righteonsness exceeds the righteous-
ness of the Scribes and Pharisees you can
in no wise enter the kingdom of heaven,”
This passage applies right home to us; and
unless our righteousness exceeds the right-
eousness of the Scribes and Pharisees of the
day in whieh we live w® will come short of
the kingdom of heaven as sureas we live.
We cannot expect anything better than
what we see irom men and women who
profess to be Latter-day Saints, who will
run after the. follies and fashions of the
world, and give up everything in the
shape of honesty and integrity for the sake
of aceumulating wealih, If men and
women will do this, I do not wonder at
their children going at random on the
Sabbath day. I am net surprised te hear
them curse and swear and profane the
name of God, If men and women will run
after the fo and fashions of the world, if
women will paint and bedizen themselves
to attract the of men, thﬂlv' haye not
the spirit of the goa%ol- God not with
them, truth will not a kia with them; they
will go to hell and be damned unless they
repent, You daughters of Israel, born of
parents as true to the gospel as men and
women ean ke on the earth, who are dress-
ing and paiating to show yourselves,

wasting your time and nding your
fathers’ means corruptl aﬁe wickedly in

the sight of God, He will send a curse on
you if you do not desist. I say itin the
name of Jesus Christ. I say the same fo
mothers who encourage their daughters in
this kind of conduect, for the responsibility
rests more with them than their daughters.
They should not allow it. Says one,*‘I can
not help it.”> But I would help it, If s
| daughter of mine persisted in such a course,
I would put a stop to it, or I would cut the
tie between us and she should go her own
| road. She should not take my name, with
my sanctiop, before the world in that
course, nor would I be less careful of a son.
‘“‘But,’’says one,'“they will do it any-how.”
If 80, let the responsibility be on their own

they would come to meeting and listen to
the ipstru/+ions given, store their minds
with know/adge and an understanding of
the truth. » istead of guing in gangs about
the street-. using ohscene language, throw-
ing rocks «t and senflling with each other,

‘heads and not on the parents’. Let us do
our duty to our children, train them in the
way they should go, give them the benefit
of our experience, teach them true prineci-
ples and do all we ean for them, and when
they reach years of maturity, if they walk

going riding, walking; fishing, hunting,
_&c.,gun the Sablbath day, and taking a
course which will lead to confirmed idle-
ness, drunkenness, profinity and even
blasphemy and every abomination, for the
davi]; will “find mischief for idle hands'to
do,'? just as snreas you are born, especially
among the children., = - bV
Now, my brethren and sisters, will you
try to take care of your children, and look
after them on the Sabbath day, see where
they are, bring them to meeting and teach
them something they do not know? 1 re-
collect when on my mission in ‘England I
visited a npumber of my relatives there,
They wers what we call sectarian,—the
aid not believe the true gnapa]; they di
not believé that God could or would sp
from the heavens in this dispensation; nor
that an 2ugel had visited the earth in this
day; nor that the gospel had been restored
it its ancient pur 1y and perfection; nor
tuat vhe. priesthood was restored agaim and
that men were legitimately authorized to
ofticiate in the ordinances of the house of
God for the salvation of mankind. But
what a great contrast there was between
the way they trained their children and
the way some of us train ours! They made
no pretensions to new revelation or to
special acceptance with God, but when the
Sabbath day came their children were cal.
led in, and if they did not go to meeting,
they were taught to take a book and read,
andy the parents sat down and taught them
and they read by turns and expla.inacf

pass of Scripture and history; aad they
talked to and instructed oneé another, and
thus they spent the day, and when evening

a

came the children hn.dv learned something,

their minds were improved and they were

better than when the day began. The
| course I am denouncing is not general, but
there is far too much of it. If we turn out
our childrep on the Sabbath for a holiday,
careless where they are or what they are
doing, God will not hold us guiltless.
Children are subject to their parents, and
the parents are responsible for the conduct
of their children until they arrive at years
of maturity. ,

in evil ways, we may mouran and bewail
their follies, but we shall be guiltless before
God so far as they are concerned.
Teach your children so that

grow up knowing what Mormonism is, an
then if they do not like it, let them take
what they ecan find. Let us, at least, dis-
charge our dut;:rr to them b{ teaching them
‘'what it is. The Catholies, Methodists,
Presbyterians and all the sectarian world
do it, and why should not we? Can you
find a Catholic that will send his children
to a Protestant school, or a Protestant who
will send his to a Catholic school ; they,
each, send their children to their own
schools, and they take all the pains and
uso all the means in their power to rear
their children in their own faith, being
convinced that is the proper ecourse for
themm to pursue. It is right that they
should do so. But some' Latter-day Saints
are 8o liberal and unsuspecting that they
would just as soon send their children to
Mr. Pierce down here as to anybody else.
‘I wountd not do it. However good a man
'Mr. Pierce may be, he shounld not teaoh
‘one of my children as long as I had wisdom
‘and intelligence to teach him myself, or
could find a man of my own faith to do it
for me. This is true doetrine, and no man
can take any exceptions to it, I am talk-
ing to Latter-day Saints, you whko have
covenanted to keep the commandments of
God, professed to receive the 1 and
entered into the Kingdom of God, by bap-
tism; and I have a right to talk to you, we
have a right to talk to each other and ad-
monish each otber when there is wrong,
and we will do it.

Then look after the children, and owur
own morals and conduct, 80 that we may
be as a light set on a hill and not undera
bushel; that we may be the galt of the
earth, that has not lost its savor and is good
for nothing. IfI were once to beseen in a
brothel, gamhlin% bell, billiard saloon or
in any disreputable place, would I have the
boldness to stand in the position I oceupy
to-day? No I would not.. Would L have
the courage if called, to go and preach the




