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DHIH OF PRESIDENT WOODRUFE

San Francisco, Sept. 1, 1898,
President Jos. F. 83mith:

President Woodruft's condition very
serjous. It is the opinion of experts this
may terminate his miasion. He iz not
very sudden—suppressed urine the
sengible at this time. The attack was
cause. His advanced age agalnst him.

GEO. Q. CANNON.

San Francisco, Sept. 2, 1858, 10:05 a.m.
Presideént Jos. F. Smith: )

President Woodruff is dead. He left
us at 6:40 this morning. Break the news
o his family. He slept peacefully all
night, and pased away without move-
ment. GEO. Q. CANNON.

San Frarillclsco. Sept. 2,
gident Jos. F. Smith: :
'Prti'e estart tonight. Will reach Ogden
Sunday morning 6:45 mountain time.
GEO. Q. CANNON.

The Remains.

Woodruft's hdeath ’ c‘;,in-

to be the chief theme o 3-
El?s:?gn and subject of thought
throughout the city and State. Tele-
grams and expressions of condoience
and sorrow were recelved from far and
near Monday.

Every man who spoke hig name or re-
ferred to his memory did so with a
reverence which plainly showed the
high esteem In which he held the
honored dead.

Nothing definite ls yet known as to
the time of holding the fuperal Presi-
dent Joseph F. Smith stated this after-
noon that that was something that
could not be determined before tomor-
row and perhaps nol then. Several
members of the tamily are at dlstant

ints. Apostle A, O Woodruff, his son,
is in Canada. Newton. another son, s in
the Southern States on & missicn,
David is in the Big Hole country and
some other members are at  Ashiey.
Attempts have been made to communi-
cated with all of them, however, and
responses to the telegrams sent out
may be speedlly looked for.

The members of the Councll of
Twelve Apostles who were in thg city
held a meeting at the Presldent’s of-
flee at neon today and discussed the
President's death and funeral arrange-
sments so far as it was possible at this
time. Those who were in attendance at
the office weré President Smith, Presi-
dent Snow, and Apostles F. D. Rich-
Brigham Young, Heber J.
Grant and Matthlas Cowley. A tele-
gram was received from Apostle Ly-
man saying that he was on the way
$some, whiie a dispatch from Apostle
Teasdale sald he would arrive here at

4 is evening.

Gfg 3131 ede.-cldeié:i that the members of
the President’s famlly, President
Smith and the members of the Twelve
who are in the clty should go up to Og-
den over the Rio Grande at B:30 to-
morrow morning and meet Presgident
and Mrs. Cannon and Mrs. Woodruff
who are coming home with the remalns
whieh are due to reach Ogden at 6:15.
The funeral car and pariy will be at-
tached to the east-bound Rio Grande
train at Ogden and brought to this
eity, arriving here at §:20.
A L.LOSS TO THE WORLD.

F. A, Wardleigh, general passenger
agent of the Rio Grande Western, in
wehalf of that company, dictated the
following letter to W. C. Spence,
Church transpertation ayxent:

My Dear Slr:—We wlll arrange for a
speclal traln to leave Salt Lake City
for Ogden at 5:30 Sunday morning for
the accommodation of Presldent Smith
and party. On the return trip the car
will be attached to the traln with a
funeral car,

President

In tendering thls slight accommoda-
tion we express to the Church officials
our sympathy with them in the great
loss to the Church and the world at
large of omne who has 50 thoroughly
commanded the respect and fidelity of
those who were fortunate in knowing
him. Sincerely, the Rio Grande West-
ern Rallway company, by F. A, Ward-
lejgh.

SHORT LINE'S COURTEOUS OFFER

President Joseph F. Smith received
the folowing letter thiz morning trom\
General Manager W. H. Bancroft, of!
the Oregon Short Line:

“PDear Sir—If the Short Line can In
any way ald you in bringing home the
remains of Presldent Woodruft, we will
he glad to furnish a train to take you
and such others as you might desire to
have go to Ogden, and return special
at such hour as you might designate.
Would also be pleased to furnish a pri-
vate car for your personal use."

FROM THE UNION PACIFIC.

General Agent H. M. Clay of the
Union Paciflo sent President Smlth the
followlng:

"Dear Sir—Beg to advise you that T
am jJust in recelpt of the following tele-
gram _from Mr. Lomax, general pas-
senger and ticket agent of the Unlon
Pacific, at Omdha, in the sentiment of
which I earnestly join:

" 'Kindly convey to the officialz of the
Mormon Church and the bereaved
family our heartfelt sympathy in their
loss of DPresldent Wilford Woodruft,
with respectful tender of any services
we can render.'”

Presldent's Denth and Burlal,

Many ¥years ago Presldent Brigham
Young observing the tendency of the
people towards expensive funerals and
strongly deprecating such a custom re-
quested the members of the Twelve
Apostles to state In writlng to him
how they would llke to have their own
bhodles lald away. host of the Apostles
did so and their Jletters are still on
file. Bome time subseguent President
Wodruff lm a signed but undated doc-
ument wrote this regarding himself:

“Concerning My Death and Burial—I
wish to say that at my death I wish
the historlan of the Church to publish
a brlef account of my life, labors and
travels, ag an Elder and an Apostle in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. I wish my body washed
clean, and clothed {n clean white linen,
according to the order of the Holy
Priesthood, and put Into a plaln,
decent coffin, made of mnative wood,
with plenty of room. I do not wlsh
any black made use of about my coffin,
or about the vehicle that conveys my
body to the grave. I do not;wish my
tamily or friends to wear any badge of
mourning for me at my funeral or af-
terwards, for if I am true and fafthful
unto death there wlll be Do necessity
for anyone to mourn for me. I have
no directions to give concernlng the
services of my funeral, any further
than it would be pleasing to me for as'
many of the Presidency and Twelve
Apostles who may be present to speak
23 may be thought wisdom. Thelr
speech will be to the living. If the laws

and customs of the splrit world will
permit, I should wish to attend my
funeral myself; but I shall be governed
by the counsel I recelve In the saplrit
world. T wish a plain marble slab put |
at the head of my grave, with my name
and age, and that I dled in the faith|
of the Gospel of Christ and in the fel-
lowshlp of the Saints.

* {SBigned) WILFORD WOODRUFF,
Preeldent of the Council of the Twelve

Apostles.’”

A Remarkable Career.
Wiltord Woodruff, fourth President
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Salnts, was born March 1, 1807, in

Farmington, now called Avon, Hart-
ford county, Conn. He was the son of
Aphek and Buelah Thompson Wood-

rufl. Most of his ancestors were pos-
segsed of strong constitutions, and
lived to a good old age. They wWere
among the earliest settlers in that

region. Untll he was twenty years of
age, he assisted hls father, who was a
miller.

In Aprll, 1827, he took charge of a
flouring mill himself, and continued in
that business until the spring of 1832,
when he went to Richland, Oswego
county, New York, purchased a farm
and saw mill, and settled in business
at that place. His mind was exerclsed
on rellglous subjects at an early age,
but he did not become connected with
any religlious denomination, because
their doctrines and practices were not,
as he viewed them, in consonance with
those of the Church established by
Christ and His Apostles. He prayed
earnestly that if God had a true Church
on the earth he might become ac-
quainted with it. On December 29,
1833, he and his brother Azmon heard
Elders Zera Pulsipher - and Elijah
Cheeny preach the QGospel as pro-
clalmed by Joseph Smith. They also
read the Book of Mormon. Belng con-
vinced of Its truth, he was baptized
two days afterwards by Elder Zera
Pulsipher and confirmed the same
evening. He was ordained a Teacher
in the Church, January 2, 1834, On
the 1ith of April he ptarted with a
team for Kirtland, Ohlo, where he ar-
rlved on the 26th and met Joseph
Smith, with whom he made his home
for a week, and heard many discourses
frém the Elders of the Church. He
started on the 18t of May as a2 member
of "Zion's Camp,” and traveled with
that body to Missourl. He remalned
in Clay county until the winter.
a Sunday evening he went Into the
woods alone and prayed to God that
he might preach the Gospel to
the inhabitants of the earth. He
recefved a witnees from heaven that
his prayers should be answered. The
same evening Elder Ellas Higbee met
him and sald, "Brother Wilford, the
Spirit of the Lord tells me that youn
should be ordalned and go on A mis-
=ion.’* He replled, "I am ready." No-
vember 6th he was ordalnea a Priest,
and on January 13, 1835 he started
without purse or scrip on foot for Ar-
kansas, Tennessee and Kentucky., in
company with Elder Harry Brown,
They walked through swamps and for-
ests where they were !n danger from
wiid beasts, and passed through Jack-
son county, where they were in danger
from mobs. Thelr first opportunity to
preach to a congregation was on Janu-
ary 24th, at the house of Mr, Nathan
Tanner, In Green eounty, Mlssouri. On
arriving in Arkansas they were ve-
hemently and bltterly opposed by one
Alexander Akeman, On bearing testi-
mony to him of the truthof Mormon-
1sm, he followed Mr. Woodruff in a rage,
as If to do idm someé bodily harm, but fell

| dead at his feet as though struck by

lightning. This was on February 14,
1835. He made hls way to Little Rock,
part of the journey in a canoe, which
he and his companion made from a cot-
tonwood tree, with which they rode
down the Arkansas river 126 milas.
They waded through mud and water 176
mlles on foot. Mr. Woodruff was left
by his companion alone in a swamp,
while travellng from Little Rock, Ar-
kansas, to Memphis, Tennessee. He
continued his journey, preaching by the
way, and on April 4th, In the mlddle
of Tennessee, he met with Elder War-
ren Parrish, with whom he labored in
the ministry over three months. They
baptized forty persons. On the 28th of
June, Wilford Woodruff was ordained
an Elder by Warren Parrish. He exe
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