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Writien for (his Paper

COMPETITION AS CALAMITY.

There |s nn intensity of feelipg per-
vailipe in gene:al trade circles 1o re-
gard to the situation, becaure all
propbecles of a political character have
faiied; the repoal of the Bherman ailver
bill, the chunge in tarifl, the issue of
bonde, have Dot pingly of in cbm-
bination restored oonfldepce, revived
trade, or relleved widesprend stringen.
¢y and distreee, Prices of the four
great staples have surely and eteadily
declined, Wheat ja ruiboualy low,
cotton nns gone down below &all prece-
dent, sugnar Is phenomenal Ba tn price,
and irun 18 bsflliog sll experience in
fte fal], The apxiety lo seoure what
market there ie, makes compselition up-
usunlly cloee, aDd mBIgiDs ale B0 re-
duced that profit 1e pearly out of the
questjon, Men who must realize, cut
and cut again; otber holders lcok op
appsalled, oaliy yielding to the gitua-
tiop, which becomes lees and lees satis-
faclory.

80 trede reports {which probably adu
to the mpeertainty) teli us thal *‘priot
clothe? have gone dowp tothe *‘lowest
price on record;’* that **woolen and
coltng manufacturers in the eastern,
central apd middle ststes declare
prices to le 80 low and broken thal
there is prsctieally po profil;”” 1hnt
wheat, corn and pork go down In rym-
pathy, apd that *business heeitates a»
much a8 it bhus Jone for montha?
The labor market s in commotion;
s¥mpathy roos bigh lo ita ranke with
the Brooklyn strike, which is hardly
llkely to succeed, for the number of
unemployed everywhere briogs that
Tompetition which some employers are
more than ready to accept.

Il mankind are pot fast becoming
¢ Ishmpelites,’” it must be because of a
Tesiralning power greater thano that
possessed hy map, for self aesuredly
predomiuaies; It permeates wociety
from the hignest to the lowest, lu De-
tions sfar off, as well as ours al home,
apnd po douhbt it is the ipatinet of self-
preservation in Europe which Is draw-
iD« poid from here at an almost fabu-
fous rute. There is doubtIn regard to
tbe honesty, i ntegrity, of ability of thie
natipp to meet its liabjlities, or its re-
curjtjes would nut be 80 pereistentiy
feturped, and the conlemplated jssue
of flve hundred million dollars In
bonde, ss ruggested by speclal message
of the Prosident, i just as llkely to
prodopce inoressed ubpcerialnty—nay
cousternstion, abroad, as Lo make [he
notion’s financial status more stable
and gecure. Toe world of investors—
lenders, afe nware that thirly years
have olupsed sincs the close of tne war,
and that there are no special govern-
ment expensesé growlng out of iptvroa-
tional controversy. They eee that our
n&tional career 18 one of extravagance,
tbat the government is lending ‘‘a fast
Jife;” buiiding wur veesels for imngiu-
Ary poegibilities; cortinuing an out
rageous peusion list; exbibitug a
dieposition to meddle; proposing bende
for Nicuragus, and engnglog Ip ex-
pepeive projects of a public character,
as if there was no limlt to revenue, or
as if times were booming as in Yeurs

gone by,

Every state and colly has had
to 1nstitute egenomical actiop,
to reduce OXpenses and to

defer deeirable improvements. Cor-

poraticor, firms and Individuals
bhave bad to cut down—to limit sna
restrain themeselves, OF go to the wall.
Had they pursued the policy of the
government, the pation would be
swamped with *promises to pay,’* upi-
versal repudiation would bave been
inevitable, nod even President Cleve-
land probably rees that to retire Dow-
ipnterest bearing notes in favor of loter-
est-benring bonde cap be but a shadowy
form of rellef, seeing that the revenue
bas pow failed to meet the expepnditure
by near ten miilione, ncvording to
Dun & Co., durlog tbe first three
weeks (fthe just past Junuary, whiie
the shipment of gold w0 Europe Jdur-
tog the same month, from New York
alone, was ab leasr $15,000,0007 It
may be that the administration simply
alms to lide over its term of office, and
then leave the evidentiy unsolved con-
updrum of fipance to shrewder, wiser,
more original, or more uggressive
hesds. The timid balf suggestion Lhat
the ellver in the treasury should ve
ueed for current expenses is too ev!-
dently » sop to the populace, one upon
whiuh the West can place very little
if any rellance. It was Dol hearty
eDough of earnest enough lo oreate
any general revival of the mipning in-
teresle, and it is pleasant to pote that
Lthe siiver producipbyg sectione are ac-
commodating themaelves tothe decline
for the time belng, us they surely will
tolta revival when thit may come.

Otab might ind stimulus 1n varying
ite products in a coneideration of some
ibings doov in the Golden etale; not
that we huve fits ciimate or Jts push—
but TUtah had fruit, fine fruit, before
Cuiiiornia bad any save grapes, But
this imwense ipdustry there and now
almost paralyzes beliel and yet testifies
t2 a market able to shsorb the whole,
and of which Utab should have its
share. The lotul shipmecta of produce
to the Eust iaat yesT hy rall from what
might he oalled the Ban Francisco or
porthern Callforulia district, aniounted
to abgut ive hundred thousand tons,
or neariy fifty thousand tonsmore thap
1893, this with an additional ooe bunp.
dred thousand tons from Lios Angeles

aod the south, makes & grand
total of which nesrly one balt
was  fruit, of tue estimated

value oi (wenly-five miliion dollare, or
six milllons over apy previous Yesr,
This grand showing for thepart twelve
montns was more than douvle the
value of Lhe entire wheat crop of the
wtale, which the world hasjooked upoen
u4 of great magpDitude, And it is wor-
thy of note too, that conslderahle of
Lhis frult was fregh, or rather updried
—the form for Uwab probably, if she
systemutized and packed properly ber
surplus orop, though success means
careiul gstbering, paocking and goar-
aDtee as to quality apd variety. -

It would seem trom tbe etundpeint of
exportation 1bhat (ruit raisera here
could do best with few varieties, and
those of a good keeping aud sbippiog
kind, New orchards thls coming
spring should be pianted on this ides,
und fall apples would give employment
when the farm crops were majinly out
of the way. Compapy orchards where
there wus Iland might likely be profit.
able if sysiem and buriness tact con-
trolled. Apy way, diversified indus-
tries are the peed of today In Utab, and
will become jnarearingly Bo ue yesrs
roll by.

Whatever the conelusione ae Lo lp--
dustrinl enlargement, the avoldance of
uncontiolled competition js o very de-
sirable thiog. Whep produocer s pitted
against producer, manufacturer against
mabulapturer, tradlesman ngianst
tradesman, Jaborer ayainst laborer, be
sure there ia scmething needs porrec-
tiop; there needs combipation (f some
kipnd it omly for weil defenee, or for Lhe
gecuring of 1aif aud bhodest reward for
toil, whitigever ils mapifettatton.
When reilroad employes strike, or
Curpegis’s men, or coal miners, or
Brookiyn car-drivers, it 1s nssumed by
corpurations that fAey pay Lhe wages,.
but this js not 20; their supporlers and
patrons do thir, snd it s oot i0 bistory
where the latter bave rebelled agajnst
nbarges, save wwhere suhject Lo 8D exas-
peratine monopoly like that of Coal in
Utab, The margin in rallroad cbarges,
in iron, in coal, in car fare, are 8o in--
fApitesimal to the coDsumer &r user,
thal the greal public can see no need
ol controversy, but eympsatbhize with
the sirikers snd (bipk .‘“their cruse
Is just,’ The only, query is a8
to bow the clalm senali he secured,
Trade saspclations are formed for thie,
but they aim and fail. The eflort,
bowever, calls public atlention to a
grievauce, apd statesmabsbip =bd
pbiluntbropy to tbe providing of a
remedy, The fermer haes a price put
ou his lshor, whither wheat, corn,
beets, potatoes, wool, bay or meat; and
the average mah saays Lhis price Is
msade by competition. Why then fa
there no comblpation among Lhe
farmers? Why Jdo they nolnstgice? Or
are they less sell-bheipful tban the
artissn, mecbhanic or laborer io other
directiope? Bo with mercbacts, or as
they nre called locaily, storekeepers. In
pot the pame apirit of cut-throat com-
petition workipy unrest and dissatia-
factjon right here at bome? Anpd does
not thle develop Into trickery upnd
dishopesty, and so prepare the way for
faflure? Cau mep eveneelect ' leader??
in their trade, and by oflertog it at but
tweoly per cept of lin gost hope to
pecure s permanent Fepulation? Of
courre the whole traude world knows
that sugar har nevel borne much, if
any profit;but New York dealera bave
combliped to ' make that alticle carry its
Jegitimunte share.

We note that our home lactorles are
op the Jefenslve also, and by combine-
tiop for self-protection no douht they
wiil do better, 'The copsumers witl
watch Jealously though the underly-
ing motive of thie as of all other vlmi-
Inr moves; fol while they want Indne-
trlea to be formed and live, to manu-
fagture and profit thereby, they aleo
expect moderatlon in price, guaranty
as to quality and from the mauvufaec-
turers consideration for the public a8
for themeelves.

Sootety with ita apparently cornflict-
ing interests in trade, fnance, produe-
tiop, distribution =nd labor, Deeds a
maD or men to grapple with and
straighten out fts now tapgled sflaire.
Uniess he or they come, aDd that
speedily, the intereated spegtatur will
believe that **the wirdom of the wlse
bath petlshed, and that the under-
standing of tbe prudeot 18 hid,’”” and
that the worid |s much uearer to the
renlizing of the fulflliment of Lbe
prophecies, which 11gludes calwmity
and ‘‘distress of nations,’ than it ia
prepiied to believe,



