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fagt. It proscribes from the privi-
Jeges which aecrue under citizenship
—those of voting or holding office—
men who have faith in the atoning
blood of Christ, repent of their sins,
are baptized by immersion in water
for the remission of sins, have hande
laid upen their heads that they
might receive the Holy Ghost, and
who partake of the Bacrament of the
Lord’s Bupper. These innocent
religious acts entitle the performer
to membership in the Church of
Jesns Christ of Latter day Saints.
DUuder the law in guestion,
those who have taken the steps
naomed are denied the privilege of
voting or holding office in Idaho.
Nonpe of these actions have any re-
lation ot polygamy, as the great
mass of members of the Chnreh have
never entered into that order of
marriage, while those who have
done su have for years been under
the bane of disfranchisement by the
operations of the congressional stat-
ute kpown a8 the Edmunds Act.
The 1daho statute has no reference
to the latter class, they having al-
ready been covered by the national
statute. Its effect only reachesa
class who have broken nolaw,whose
religious acts are entirely innocent,
and therefore not within the reach
of a disablingact.

In view of these facts, which
waere ably set forth in the argument
made before the court, in the case
on which the decision was reached,
by Hon. Franklin 8. Richards, it is
marvelous to us that the Idaho law
can be viewed a8 valid. The follow-
ing constitutional Inbibition seems
to stand directly iu the way of suah
a construoction:

wNo religious test shall ever be re-
quired as a qualification to any office

of public trust under the Wnlted
States.’

The fint of the court of last resort
on earth has been issned. Asalegal
fact the Idaho Test Oath statute
stande as n constitutional law, This
being the case our co-religionists
located In our sister—Territory in
the north, have no alternative but
to be governed by it, until He who
hoids the destinies of nations in His
Almighty hand shall see fit to
break the pulitical shackles that are
being placed upon a people greatly
misunderstood and ubpappreciated.
Who can say that the very condi-
tions that are forming will not give
the Latter-day Baints the opportu-
nity they will yet be able to grasp,
of showing that a people more loyal
and true to Ainericas institutions,
do not dwell within the domain of
the Republic?
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Governor Thomas of Utah, in
his last report to the Interior De-
partment, dwells at length on
the public school system of the
country. He says that the “*Mar-
mons’? are quietly preparing the
denominational education, and then
quotes from a letter written b
President Woodrufi—that the Bible
should be made a text book in the
schools, That is just what three-
fourthe of the preachers of the whole
country maintain. But Governer
Thomas holds that the ‘*Mormons?*?
alone are enemies of the public
schoolsystem,and he wants Congress
to place the whole educational sya-
tem of Utah into hauds friendly to
the publie schools, meaning thereby
himself, the Lannans, Ljymnches,
Morrisons, and others of that ilk.

Butthe humor of General Thomas
shows itself plainly when, after
gravely assuring us that the “Mor-
mons*’ are quietly preparing for de-
nominational education, he further
reports without the gemblance of a
smile that there are already seven
denomination systems established,
with a school attendance of 7,961.
It is plain, then, that the °-Mor-
mons’’ are only following the pattern
laid down by the Baptists, Method-
ists and others. He says that 1,035
childrenof**Mormon?’ parents attend
the Congregational schools, and 291
the Methodist. He mentions poth-
ing of Baptists, Catholics, Presbyte-
riaus and Episcopals. Why -not
give the figures in all cases? To us
in Chicago, and elsewhere in the
east, the recommendations of the
Governor appear a good deal likethe
farmer who advises a newspaper
manager how to run a jourual. He

thinks perhaps that we have no de-
nominatlonal schools anywhere
here.

In the city of Chicago alone there

are 43,000 children in Roman
Catholic parochial schools. In the
varions other denominational

schools there are as many more. In
the United States we find that the
Roman Catholics have 20 then-
logical seminaries, with 1631 stu-
dents; 125 colleges, 632 academies,
and 3209 parochial schools, with
654,838 pupils; and there is a million
dollar university in Washington.
We flnd other denominations just
as exclusive in their education. I
have not statistics on denomina-
tional education in general at hand,
but I can say that every one of
them has its educational system,
from the parish school to theuniver-
sity. Yet because the Latter-day
Saints support a few theological and
secular eolleges in a very humble
way in Utah, Governor Thomas
gravely assures us that the public
school system of the United Mtates
is endangered! You have uoften
heard the stale adage: *‘Btraining
at a gnat and swallowing a camel.”
Ia it not verified here? Does not
the government swallow camel,
hump, hoodah and all?

If Governor Thomas keeps abresst
of the vast masa of literature which
bas grown out of thie public school
discussion he ought to be well in-
formed on the matter. But from his
utterances with regard to Utah, it

is clear he is not by any means cog-
nizant of a tenth of what is going on
in the country. The man who ean
solve the public school problem is
just what we want, and we are more
in need of such a man, and will hail
him with warmer welecome than the
carpet-bag missionaries of Utah,

he Governor says that apostates

y | from the ‘*Mormon’? Chureh, as a

rule, leave the country. Then where
does he get the theusands of chil-
dren who attend thedenomination-
al schools? He asserts that in one
school of 2000 children 1000 are
of ‘“Mormon®> parents. We must
from his report conclude that the
parents of these children are ex-
“Mormons,*’becauseorthodox ¢ Mor-
mons’? are so exclusive that they
wont patronize Bapntists or Metho-
dists. Probably he wants Cougress
to infer that ex-‘‘Mormons’’ are
either run out of the Territory or
killed, the same as Green was.

He has s good deal to say about
he priesthood, its influence and
pewer. Has he ever stopped for a
moment to contrast and compare the
““Mormon® priesthood with the
averagesectarian prlest-systemns of
Christianity ? Has he ever asked
what relation each bears w our
medern civilization and to our
moderu materinl developmeut? He
hasnot- And that is why hia re-
port is 80 incomplete.

Let us cast a glance over the vari-
oup priesthoods of the country, just
for information. In the United
Btates the Roman Catholic Chureh
has one cardinal, 13 archbishops,and
77 bishops. The Protestant Epis-
copal Church has 66 bishops, no
cardinals nor arehbishops. The
Reformed Episcopal has 4 bishops,
including one negro. 1'he "Method-
ist: Episcopal has 18 biskops. The
Presbyterian Church has a molder-
ator and permapent clerk, with
presidents over its eight depart-
ments or beards. The seven depart-
ments of the Cungregational Church
are presided over by presidents, and
the Bapiist Church issimilarly gov-
erned.

The mnumber of ministers in
United Btates churches August 1,
1889, are as follows:

Adventists, 840; Bajtists, 32,017;
Christian Union, 500; Congrega-
tionalists, 4284; Friends, 1017; Ger-
man Evangelical, 560, Lutherans,
4151; Methodists, 29,770; Mennon-
ites, 605; Moravians, 111; Presbyter-
iane, 9786; Episcopalians, 4012; Re-
formed Xpiscopal, 1378, Roman
Catholics, 7896, Universalists, 691;
New Jerusalem, 113; Unitariuns,
491; total, 98,222,

Besides this aggregate there are
Christadelphians, Plymouth Breth-
ren, and a number of other smalt
congregations and communities, all
of which on the grand total will
make 100,000 gospel minlsters in the
United Btates. &‘ookiug at these
from anm industrial economy view,
the whole aggregate combined have
not produced one hundred bushels
of either corn, oats or potatoes. As
factors in our modern civilization
they might as weli be medivine men
amoung the Indians or fetlsh per-
formers among the A fricans. Im all
that liet there is nota man distin-
guished in science, art, letters,



