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gquented by the better classes of the
population. Rivers of any considerable
size are, of coruse, few, but small
streams are very ttumerous, for there
are two rainy seasons,and when it rains
on the Philipplnes it rains in earnest, a
precipitation of eight inches in twenty-
four hours having been observed on
more than one occasion. Buch deluges
as this might be expected to wash all
the arable s0ll Into the sea, and, in fact,
this process of denudation is constantly
golng on, but as the crust of the earth
is in volecanie reglons, In a process of
upheaval, the damage done by the rain
ls counteracted by the gradual uplifting
of the islands from the deep. They are,
in fact, constantly growlng In slze very
slowly but appreciably,for stone wharfs
that were constructed by the Spaniards
in the sixteenth century are now half
a mile from the shore, and there are
other evidences of the upheaval pro-
cess.

. A torrid heat prevails nll the year
round. ‘The mean anhnual temperature
of Manila is about 90 degrees, which in-
dleates that in summer the thermome-
ter stands about 100 regularly every
day, and hugs the century mark pretty
closely during the night, Even |n
what Is facetiously called the winter
Beason a temperature of 65 to 85 de-
grees prevalls, so that a Philipplne win-
ter would be deemed a tolerably warm
American summer. The heat Is ren-
dered almost unendurable by the mois-
ture In the atmosphere, for day and
night. from year's end to year's end,
the alr is almost saturated; the per-
spiration of the body does not dry. but
stands in large drops, which fall off
on the slightest movement.

The group i8 rendered a valuable pos-
resslon from the fertility of the soil and
the variety and abundance of its pro-
ducts. Despite the fact that the na-
lves work only under the most urgent
provocatlon, and then only for zo long
a time as may be necessary to aatisfy
their slmple wants, the plantatlione of
the jgland produce an immense wealth.
The government reports of 1834, the int-
est available, declared the exports of
the jslands to be $£32,000,000, while the
Imports were 328,000,000, chlefly of rice,
flour, wine, dry goods. petroleum and
coal; the exports were of hemp and ita

manufactures, sugar, coffee. tobacco
leaf. elgars and indlgo. How greatly
the amount of exports might be Increas.
ed under a proper form of government
which did not tax the energy and al-

ost the life out of the people cannot

e conjectured, but it is certain that
with proper encouragement the Philip-
pine islanders would become an indus-
trious and wealthy people,

The population of the Phillppines is
probably the worst mixed of any
group of Islands, even in that part of
the world.The {8land lies about midway
between the continents of Asla and
Australia. The Negritos or aborigines,
are closely analogous to the natives
of New Guinea and Australia. But
the Negritos, long hefore the coming
of the Kuropeans, had become an Im-
portant factor In the population, hav-
ing been driven back Into the Interlor
and mountainous portions of the Is-i
Iands by the Malays. When Magellan
discovered the Islands in 1521, he found
all the coasts =ettled by Malays. But
the Malay Indlans by no means mon-
opolized the better parts of the {alands,
for among them there wam a large ad-
mixture of Chinese, Japanese, Hindus,
Slamese and other Agflatic coast races
and tribes, so that the Malays them-
selves were a sort of composite race. |
To the present day the heterogeneous-
ness of the population continues and
although theSpanish have political con-
trol of the islands, only about 5000 of
these foreigners, and they chlefly office-
holders, are to be found on the entlre
grouvp, The fewness of the number of
their conquerors naturally serves ns =
constant Irritation to the natives; that

5,000 stangers should rule, with des-
potic power, a population variously es-
timated at between 9,000,000 and I1l,-
000,000 is not to be endured even by Ig-
norant Indians, and in this fact is
found an explanation of the restless-
ness of the people under the Spanish
control.

The policy of the Spanlards in the
Phillppine islands ls exactly the poli-
cy of the Chlnese empire—to exclude
as far as possfble all foreign com-
merce, all foreign ships and merchants,
Only four ports, of which Manita, the
eapital, s the chlef, are open to for-
eign shipping, and the restrictions
thrown around trade by the =elfish
polley are extremely onerous and har-
rassing,

Spanish stupldity has, however, over-
reached {tself, for, In spite of the re-
strictions upon foreign merchants,
less than one-fourth of the business of
the jslands is done by Spaniards; con-
siderably oOver one-half {s in the hands
of Engllsh merchants and the remalnd-
er is divided between the United Btates,
the Netherlands, France and Germany.

The city of Manila I8 a typical east-
ern metropolis. It j8 on the east side
of & wide bay, which furnishes A tol-
erable anchorage, but not asecure place
of refuge for shipping. ‘The eity itself
Is, as in most eastern ¢enters of trade,
divided Into a new and old town, the
medjaeval style, and c¢ontaining ware-
houses, storshousesoffices And an enor-
mous native population, while the new
town, Much better bullt, with edifices
more modern in style and construc-
tlon, lies wlthout the walls. A small
stream, whileh, during the rainy sea-
80n, becomes a mightl torrent, runs
through the heart of the town and di-
vides the two gectlons. The old town
haa narrow streets, badly paved, rea-
gonably filthy, as well provided with
varleties of odors as Coleridge found
the City of Cologne, teeming wlith East
Indlans of every age, color and pre-
vious conditlon of dirtiness,

ing out of the sun, smoking clgarettes
and ehewilng betel
should smoke under the blazing sun
with steamy heat rising from every
sgquare foot of the ground on which
they tread, is a mystery, but, probably,
on the fdea that they are already as
hot as they can become, they puff in-
eeasantly at their cigarettes and taoke
life as easlly as the c¢climate will per-
mit. In the intervals of smoking they

iload and unload the vessels, most of

the native populatlon finding Its em-
poyment about the shipping, while

| those not thus engnged hAve all the

occupation they want at their homes.
in the manufacture of the coarse goods
known a8 manills bagsing or sacking
and in the making of clgars, of which
many milions are annually exported to
China and India,

Of course, they have amusements.
Man under every sky must have some
fun, and the Malays are no exception to
the rule. The principal amusement
from one end to the other of the Phillp-
pine islands |s gambiing, Everybody
gambles, and everybody devotes to
gambling nearly all the time that he
can spare from his meals and smoking,
A game closely akin to craps Is every-
where in progress. Wherever two or

' three Malays are gathered together, the

dfce are produced, And expressions sim-
flar to the well-worn *“come Beven,”
“acome eleven,” floating out upon the
heavy Atmosphere from behind the huts
and the concealment of alieys, give no-
tice to the paszsing stranger that the
East Indlan crap game i8 In progress.
In the pursuit of his favorite amuse-
ment the Eaat Indlan {s absolutely in-
pensible at fatigue. It ja said that la
one native resort in Manila there Iz an
"Everlasting club,” where the Malay
craps have heen going on for the lagt
100 yeara without cessation day or
night, When & player becomes so fa-

whose |
principal eccupation seems to he keep- i

nut. Why they|

tigued as to be compeiled to withdraw,
another takes his place, and thus the
ivory shooting goes on unintermitting-
ly. Men may come and menh may go,
but the dice-throwing and the gambl-
ing slang go on forever. Two or three
times every month, however, the crap-
shooting Is momentarily forgotten In
the excitement of A cock fight. Cocklng
malns are common In Manlla and the
other towns, and every great feast dny
of the church owes part of its attrac-
tion in the popular mind to the fact that,
after the religlous services of the day
are over, the cock fightlng begins and
is kept up as long as there are any
eocks to continue the fizht. The en-
thuslasm over the cock fighting Is of
a more boisterous character than that
dlaplayed at ¢rap shootlng, and the
visitor at Manila on a church feast day
has no difficulty in locating the build-
ing iIn which a cock fight I1s going on by
the shrieks and yells of the audlence,
who are encouraging their favorite
bird. A Malay will bet his last copper
on a cock fight,and instances have been
known of men who pawned every fjtem
of personal property in their possession
and lost it when betting on a cock that
they felt sure would win.

The viees of the seaport have pengs
trated the Interior and demoralized the
natives of the island towns, so that the
Malay, whether he lives on the coast or
in the interior, is essentlally the same.

The villages consiat of collections of
huts made of wattles nand reeds,thatch-
ed with grass; exceedingly primlitive In
character. they are gulted to the ell-
mate, and quite good enough for the
people who Inhabit them, for why
phould a Mnlay take the time from
crap-shooting =and cock-fighting to
bulld a house, when a double armful
of reeds will make the walls and a load
of grasg the roof: 80 he liveam In his
grasa hut, through which the breezes
can blow, and when he iz obliged to
{ venture forth during the rainy season,
keepas himeelf dry by enveloping his
bodyin a thatched covering, .made of
the same materials which compose his
roof. and places over his head an um-
brella-rhaped hat, also of grass. which
perfectly rheds the rain and keeps his
cigarette from belng extinguished by
the falling Arops.

f what use. he says, are houses of
stone, brick, or even of wood. for the
earthquake and typhoon are incidenta
of weekly occurrence in hia life. His
RTars hut can stand the heaviest earth.-
nuake shock. and the tremors which
hring down a stone bullding in ruins do
[not affect his slender structure. When
an earthquake oecurs, as It doea In
some portiona of the lIslands two to
geven times a week, he {8 amused to
gee the Europeans jump up and run
en dishabille ouwt of thelr houses for
fear the walls will fall upon them, -
aits under hls grass roof and enjoys
the sensation, for even if his house
does fall he crawla out from under his
load of hay, and with the assistance of
hiz wife and neighbors sets up the
poled and recommences housekeeping,
a8 though nothing had happened,

The government of the Indians by
the Bpaniarda |» simple, but arbitrary.
All the native provinces nre dlvided
into small districts, each with a petty
magistrate, ‘or alcalde, to whom the
Indians go for the adjustment of all
triting matters; more serious affajrs
are referred to the Spanish magistrate,
who rettles them off-hand and from hls
dec!sion there I8 me appeal. The Ma-
Tavs, however, alwayvs restive under
any form of control, have learned of
the ctvil freedom enjoyed by people of
other nations, and, taxed beyond en-
durance. compelled to glve forty days'
labor each vyear to the government
without compensation. they aspire to
! better things. The spirit of freedom
has extended even to the country dis-
tricts of the Philippines, ahd the re-




