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continuing our journey around the

edges of aba about twelve hours
sailingbailing northwesterly from baraccabaracoaBaraBaxa coa
brought us to gibaraalbara another port of
leeal consequence though comparative
ly unknown to the world at large no
ather island of its size has so many
ports and sheltered landings as cuba
more than all told half of them
ugare accessible to vessels of eight hun-
dred and a thousand tons and several
to ships of any size though gibara isinwyonly fifty miles from point faial at
theiha eastern end following the undulat-
ing shore line it is a fullfull degree far-
ther north owing to the lay of the

1 Iland
by the way many people find it hard

to understand how cuba stretching
long and narrow between the mexican
gulf and the caribbean sea can pre-
sent such differences of climate why
torfor example santiago on the south
shore can be so much hotter than
havana on the north when the island
Is nowhere more than forty miles wide
they fall to take into account thatthai
cuba tois almost crescent shaped ana
that a curved line miles long drawn
through its center extends through
three and a halthalf degress of latitude
the difference between havana ahaad
santiago being about the same as be-
tween boston and Mmemphisemphis

gibara is often begun with a 3 but
in either case is pronounced as itif
spelled he bah rah it is the port orof
the important interior town of holguin
connected therewith by the old camino
real or royal road built by the early
spaniards and all around holguin lie
rich sugar coffee and tobacco lands
the steamers that make this circuit or
the island irlim time of peace stop here
a whole dayiday taking on cargo so that
the tourist has ample time to inspect
all its points of interest most his-
torianstortorianslans you know mention this as the
first landing place of columbus in
cuba and itt is not unlikely owing to
its relative position to the island of the
mid bahamas whence he came the
approach to gibara is most picturesque
with detached mountains looming dam
above green forests and low hills the
open bayl is partially sheltered by sand
muffsbluffs from the white crested waves
that break outside and off the harbor
rise the four tall peaks which colum-
bus mentioned in his journey as con-
spicuous landmarks though very ca-
paciousPixfous the bay is not deep enough vjic
allow vessels to approach its wharves
soao they have to anchor some distance
bittoutsidedide and be loaded by lighters the
entrance is guarded by a tiny torifort
whose two or three antiquated gun
keep up a brave show of defiance but
which looks as if a good strong breeze
to say nothing of a cannonballcannon ball would
scatter it over the adjacent country
the town presents that desolate halt
ruinedmined aspect common to so many out-
lying settlements of cuba which since
fame out of mind have been harrasserharrassed
equally by mountain robbers and insur-
gent bands A high wall has been
built around the inside of gibara foxfoi
defense against the patriots but it
cloea8 notnoi seem to have been much more
effective than the cardboard fort in
front there is a little plaza with a
few palm trees in it a quaint oloola
church a new caalcasinonoaa theates
and a dozen shops but the dwelladwellingng
housesbouses are few and shabby and the gan
eralaral aspect of the place tois decidedly
downdoh at heel at the time of mm

three monthsmontha ago the cicitizens
looked hungry and discouraged enough

and heaven knows how they may be

fairing today shut off by land and
sea from communication with the
world

at albara the connoisseur in canes
may indulge his fancy in some odd
specimens one variety in particulareular
is worthorth seeseekinglaing far and wide it is
made from the skin of that
strange gregarious squatin animal
the manati sea cow or sea lion as he
is variously called which frequents
these shores as nowhere else in the
west indies any daylouday you may see a
herd of them floundering clumsily in
the marshes around gibara point at
first glance the sea cow looks like a
chesapeake daybay porpoise only it Is
much too large then you think liit
must be a whale but who ever saw a
whale eating grass and then notic-
ing the hand shaped flippers or rorebore
alne and the queer projections curved
like horns over the eyes you recognize
the far famed manatee whose species
are extremely rare on this side of the
globe but abound in the indian ocean
and on the shores of africa

in the east they are hunted for their
food and fat and here their tough
hides serve as many useful purposes
as the papier mache of china and
japan in some way known only to
the naivesdaives manati skins are converted
into canes beautifully mottled trans
barnet as glass and strong as steel
when mounted in gold or silver they
cost at gibara from 10 to 20 gold
but in havana if you find them at all
they will be as high as 50 another
beautiful cane is made in the coast vil-
lages of eastern cuba from the shells
of a very large turtle the shell is
boiled to a thin liquid into which a
strong straight stick of proper length
is dipped after being allowed to
harden the process is repeated again
and again until the required thickness
is attained then the outer coating is
sand papered to a brilliant polish
headed and is ready for market

it has the appearance of solid tor
tolsetoise shell and readily sells for five
dollars and upward

the planters in the grassy plains be-
yond holguin raise many cattle and
usually while waiting in gibara bay
for the taking on of cargo you artare
treated to a spectacle which rivals the
spanish bullfightbull fight in cruelty it is the
cuban method of loading animals

A lighter filled with cattle comets
alongsidealong side the steamer and makes fasta rope is thrown down one end or
which is attached to the steamers
hoisting and at the other in arunning noose the noose is thrown
over tthee horns of an unfortunate ani-
mal thehe winch is started to tighten
the knot and then with sudden jerk
goes ahead at full speed hoisting the
unhappy beast high in the air some-
times there are two animals in the
same noose frantically pawing each
other and the tortures they undergo
can only be dimly imagined aas the
cruel rope tightens around their hornshomaand cuts into the flesh by the terrible
strain of their welweightglit often the hornehornaare actually pulled from their socketsand the poor beast drops into the sea
otherwise hoisting to a sufficientheight they ivreafre swung up over thedeck spinning round and round liketugehuge tops until dropped heavily upon
uhethe deck where they lie awhilestunned and motionless though soghastly a spectacle it Is character-istic of the native taste that womenand children lean over the taff rall inhigh glee enjoying every detail as atthe bullfightbull fight
ALA few hours18 after the headlandsbeadbadlandslands ofgibara had faded fronfrom sighteight we oameinto the historic bay of Nuenuevitasvitas its

entrance is through a river with unibanks like a winding canyon fyfoururr
five miles long which widens out
its course into two bays thee firstat
Is named MaYacebo the second nae
vitas and into each two rivers emenmity
what a glorious morning ttit waswaa
we awoke to find yurour ship swinglIng
anchor in the superb inner baylbay I1yf
waswaa the very perfection of sprint
weather but an april day as nor
eyes have seldom seen with the boils
darful blue of the sky the brighon
of the verdure the purity ot the eaaninosphere the nearness of the watery
speaking of this place irving says tbtathalicolumbus was struck wittowith thiegrandeur oferf its features itsita lumountains which reminded hirnhim dilsicily its fertile valleys and 10anspromontories and stretching headlandsheadean 1

which melted away into remoremotestteat ddadte
the inner bay is no less tthair57 square miles in extent and thefore the discoverer named it pPiieriaprincipe principal port not draag tting that there were several graudsgrands

ones along the coasts of cuba heH annj
up a cross upon the nelneighboringboring bebeirandin token of possession and in idiego Vales ques and founded a awstwhich he named santa maria aluw
nuevitasNuevitas now standsstandS the sad
POportrt at the extreme southern enidend recthe immense sheet olfof water aftelwards owning to the savages of ascloiallocal calectura thedihe spaniards mion to the indian village cabolater to Ca maguey now puerto P

45 miles inlandcipe the orierialsanta maria however was never amdeserted though in course of almtook on several aliases and Is ila
known as san Frefrenandonandia de nueeseen from afar its white walled ithamushining in the sun against the ge
Sslopelope of a palm crowned hhill it imlordlike the city of a dream but illothers in neglected culacuba tl781 1 dl
tance lends enchantment binler view discloses aboundaboundinging flit 1 Ipoverty its population numberiu bern nd
haps and its only 1mpr tanAeaon the port of fentry lrfir puerto parlaalpe and the place of shipment
large quantities of hides sugar ac
molasses A 45 mile railwaymilway conneeeonnithe two places when roving bandbanaag
patriots do not tear it up as chey haidonedolie a dozen times within the Mthree years puerto princleecIpepe cacaietof the province of the sameiame nananuin the heart of the cattle field one
the richest and most interesting 0ofto
of cuba as wen as tha fifarthest behind the tomps withinold tempus to have forgot
fugl ting and been statstandingtiding sasm acolumbus day wunwith a

or more it has never blaaboastera hotel nothing better than voposa
as poor as that in which jsephmary found refuge however the

i bans are so hospitably inclined1

i they never allow a friend to put tqipublic house and even str inge rs
be sure of entertainment the
crooked streets are mostly u
and the low houses of ant
architecture and shabby in the

there are several old churchekchurcheaa numnumberberofof convents a theatheaterter a 1

ring and a group of more vjmo
buildings torfor government offices
on the whole you are inclined to
that its high sounding titittermarlemarie del puerto principe la1 rlre
misfit being too large for thee fimmediately west of nue
the coyscays begin of them oyby
count stretching all the way it
Xuevitas and havana

uniformly long and n
glistening silverallver sandsbands frifeln
cocoa palms and manmangrove
they are of all sizes troyafroma a
to in extent thelthe liroman a second long ir
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