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CORRESPONDENCE.

THE NORTHERN COAST OF CUBA,

July 19th, 1898,

Contlouing our journey around the
edges of (Quba, about twelve hour's
pailing, northwesterly from Baracoa,
brought us to Glbara—another port of
local consequence, though comparitive-
¥ unknown to the world at large. No
other Island of its size has so many
ports and sheltered landings as Cuba~
maore than 200, all told. Halfl of them
are accessible Lo vessels of eight hun-
dred and a thousand tons, and several
to ships of any slze. Though Gibara 1s
only fifty miles from Point Malsl, at
the eastern end, following the undulat-
ing shore llne, it Is & full degree far-
fher north, owlng to “the lay of the
and."”

By the way, many people find it hard
to understand how Cuba, stretching
long and narrow between the MeXican
Gulf and the Caribbean Sea, can pre-
gent such differences of climate—why,
for example, Santlago on the south
shore can be s0 much hotter than
Havana on the north, when the Islana
is nowhere more than forty miles wide.
They fail to take into account thai
Cuba is almost crescent shaped, ana
that a curved ling, 750 miles long, drawn
through Itz center, extends througn
three and a half degress of latitude—
the difference between Havana aha
Santiago being about the same as be-
tween Boston and Memphls.

Glbara is often begunm with a J, but
in elther casc j8 pronounced as If
spelled He-bah-rah., It is the port of
the important interior town of Holguin,
connected therewlth by the o0ld camine
real, or "royal road’ hullt by the early
Spaniards; and all around Holguin lle
rich sugar, coffee and tobacco lands,
The steamers that make . this circuit or
the island !my time of peace, stop here
a whole dayy taking on- eargo, so that
the tourlst has ample ‘time to Inspect
‘all its points of Interest. Most hils-
torlams, you know, mention this as the
fAirst ‘tanding-place of Columbus fn
Cuba; and it is not unllkely, owing to
its relative position to the lsland of tne
mid-Bahamas, whence he came. The
approach to Gibara is most picturesque,
with detached mountains looming darx
above en forests and low hills, The
open bg;'els partially sheltered by sand-
bluffs from the white-crested waves
that break outside, and off the harhbor
riee the four tall peaks which Colum-
bus mentjioned in his journey as “con-
apleuous landmarks.” Though Very ca-
fpacions, the bay {8 not deep encugh 1o
allow veasels to approach its wharves;
80 they have to anchor some distance
outside and be loaded by lighters. The
entrance s guarded by a tiny fory
whose two or three antiquated guns
keep up a brave show of defiance, buc
which looks as if a good strong breeze,
to say nothing of a cannon-ball, would
gcatter It over the adjacent cquntry.
The town presents that desolate, halr-
rulned aspect common t0 so many out-
lying settlements of Cuba, which since
time out of mind, have been harrassed
equally by mountain robbers and insur-
gent bands. A high wall hag been
bullt around the Inslde of Glbara for
defense againgt the “ patriots’ but It
does not seem to have been much more
effective than the cardboard fort In
front. There is a llttle plaza with =n
few palm-trees In 1t, a qualnt ola
church, a flpe new casino, a theate;
and a dozen shops; but the dwelling-
houses are few and shabby and the gon-
eral aspect of the place 18 decldedly
down-at-hael, At the time of my
wlgit: three months ago, the citlzens
looked hungry and discouraged enough
—and heaven knows how they may be

fairing today, shut off by land and
sea from communication with the
world.

At Gibara
may Indulge

the connoiseur In canes

his fancy in some odd
specimens. One variety in particular
is worth seeking far apd wide. It Is
made from the skin of that
atrange, gregarious, squatin animal—
the manatli—sea-cow, or sea-llon as he
la variously ecalled, which [requents
these shores as nowhere else |p the
West Indies. Any day you may 3¢¢ a
herd of them floundering clumsily In
the marshes around Gibara polnt. At
first glance the sea-cow looks like a
Chesapeake Bay porpolse—only it Is
much too large. Then you think It
must be a whale—but who ever saw a
whale eating grass? And then, notle-
ing the hand-shaped fiippers, or rore-
fins and the queer projections curved,
like horms, over the eyed, you recognlze
the far-famed manatee, whose spectes
are extremely rare on this side of the
globe but abound In the Indlan Ocean
and on the shores of Africa.

In the Eaat, they are hunted for their
food and fat; and here, thelr tough
hldes serve as many useful purposes
as the papler mache of China and
Japan., In some way, known only to
the nalves, manati-skins are converted
into canes, beautifully mottled, trans-
parnet as glass and strong as steel,
‘When mounted in gold or silver they
coat at Gibara from $1¢ to 320, gold;
but in Havana, if vou find them at all,
they will be as high as $50. Another
beautiful eane I3 made in the coast vil-
lages of eastern Cuba from the shells
of a very large turtle. The shell is
bollied to a thin ligquid, into which »
dtrong, stralght stick of proper length
Iz dlpped. After heing allowed to
harden, the process is repeated again
and again, untll the required thickness
ia attalned. Then the outer coating is
sand-papered to a Dbrilliant polish,
headed, feruled and is ready for market

It has the appearance of solld tor-
tolse-ghell and readily sells for flve
dollars and upward.

The planters in the grassy plalns be-
yond Holguln raise many cattle, and
usually while waltlng In Glbara bay
for the taking-on of cargo, you are
treated to a spectacle which rivals the
Spanish bull-Aght In eruelty. It is the
Cuban method of loadinmg anlmals.

A lighter, filled with cattle comews
along-side the steamer and makes fast;
a rope is thrown down, one end or
which s attached to the steamer's
hoisting-wrinch, and at the other in a
running noose, The noose I8 thrown
over the horns of an unfortunate ani-
mal, the wineh 18 started to tighten
the knot. and then with sudden jerk

goes ahead at full speed, hoisting mé' they never

unhappy beast high In the air. Some-
times there are two animals in the
same noose, frantically pawing each
other; and the tortures they undergo
can only be dimly Imagined, as the
cruel rope tightens around thelr horns
and cuts into the flesh by the terrible
strain of their weight. Often the horns
are actually pulled from their sockets,
and the poor beast drops into the sea.
Otherwise, hoisting to a sufficient
helght, they are swung up over the
deck, spinning round and round Iike
lg}xl]ge tops, until dropped heavily upon
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deck, where they lle awhlie,
stunned and motionless. Though so
ghastly = spectacle, It is character-

Istle of the native taste that women

;?dh Chllldl‘en lean over the taffrail In
gh glee, enjoying evw det

the bull-Aght e B
A few hours after the headlands

Glbara had faded from elght we oau‘l)g

into the historie bay of Nuevitas, Tt=

entrance is through a river with hig
banks, like a winding ¢canyon, foyr or
five miles long, which widens out in
its course Into two bays. The firgt tray-
is named Mayacebo, the second Nue-
vitas; and Into each, two rivers empty.
What a_glorioUs morning it was, whanpe
we awoKe to find our ship swinging at
anchor In the superb inner bawpr 3¢
was the very perfection of sprin
weather, but an April day as NO!‘I’.herﬁ‘
eyes have seldom seen, with the wop-
derful blue of the sky, the brightness
of the verdure, the purity of the atmaos-
phere; the nearness of the waters
Speaking of this place, Irving sayg tha.l';
“Calumbus  was struck  with  the
grandeur of its features, jta higly
mountains, which reminded him if
Bicily, dta fertile walleys anpgq lon
promontories and stretching headlandsg
which melted away Into remotest dym.
tances.” The inner bay is no less thy
57T square miles In extent, ang thereng
for[e the discoverer !
Principe, (Principal Port)—not

Ing that there were severa] gt}_x;er:?e;;
ones along the coasts of Cubwa.
up a ¢ross upon the neig‘hboring
in token of possession, and jp
Dlego Valesques and foundeq gz to
whlch he named Banta Marla—-whzrn'
Nuevitas now stands, the sad-1ooking”
port at the extreme southerpn end 0%
the Immenae sheet of water. Afte
wards, owning to the savages of sonl;;
local calectura, bhe Spaniargg moved;
on, to the Indlan viltage Cageq edL
later to Camaguey, now Puerto P:-lin
cipe, 45 miles inland. The originap
Banta Maria, however, was never ur?t -
deserted, though In course pf tl:gelii-
took on several aliases, and §g pow"
known as Ban Frenando de Nuevitow'
Seen from afar, its white-walleg hau:es'
shinlng in the sun against the gen&tle'
glope of a palm-crowned hill, it lank
llke the city of a dream, Byt uka
others in neglected Cuha, '*'Tig gje.
tance lends enchantment,” apd - = sam.
er view discloses abounding fily I;;:.a
poverty. Its populativn numbery per
haps 6,000, and its only Impartanasa 1;
on the port of eéntry far Puertg l;l'ln-‘
clpe and the plade of shipment for
large quantities of hides, sugar and
molasses. A 46-mile rallway cannects
the two places—when rovihz bands of
patriots do pnot tear it up ay they have
dope a dozen timey within Lhe last
thres years. Puerto Principe, capital
of the province of the same name, is
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in the heart of the cattle-Beld, one of

the richest and most ints;as i
of Cuba, as well as tha quaitrlxrégstcfrsds
farthest behind the times. Within 1t
old Tempus sems to have forgotten his
tugiting and been standing 31l since
Columbus’ day. Wil a population of
60,000 or more, it has never boasted of
a hotel, nothing better than posadas
as pgor as that In which Juseph and'
Mary found refuge. Howevar, the Cu-
bans are so hospitably inclined that
allow a friend to put up at
public house, and <ven strangary may
be sure of entertalnment. The narrow
crooked streets are mostly unpavse d:

and the low houses of ant;
architecture and shabby In :g:a:leg
treme,

There are several old churches, and
a number of convents, a theater a pull-
ring, and a group of more modern
bulldings for government offices; but
on the whole, you are Inclined to think
that Its high-sounding title—Santa
Marle del Puerto Principe—Iis rather a
misfit, being to¢ large for the place.

Immediately west of Nuevitas bay
the cays begin, 670 of them by actual
count, stretching all the way between
Nuevitas and HAwvana.

Uniformly long and narrow, thelr
glistening sllver sands fringed with.
cocoa-palms and mangrove bushes,
they are of all slzes, from a few vards
to mlies In extent. The largest i3 Cays
Roman--a second “Long Island,” eon-
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named it Puerto

He zef
beight -



