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quarrelI1 over that slice of asia there
would be little difficulty in russia
swooping down upon the prize it

would be a great chance in furtherance
of a areat scheme and the colossus of
the north would be recreant to hishi his-
toric policy itif he were not present in
force both at the commencement of
the intrigue and the culmination of its
work

ITSITS CAUSE AND NATUREMATURE

no more widespread and annoying
strike in railroad circles has ever been
precipitated in america than the one
now on by order of the Americanamerican
railway union of which mr eugene
V debs lain the headbead and moving spiritirit
it was not at biral supposed that tirethe
organization was strong enough in
either the far west or on the atlantic
seaboard to affect at all seriously the
regular transaction of railroad bust-
ness

busi-
ness in those sections its membership
hashag been computed at about
menamen who were to be found principally
tolo that part of the country known by
eastern people as98 the west and north
west that 1is9 the states west of the
Alleghanter east of the missouri and
north of the ohio but within the
last few daysday thetb knights of labor
and thisthe various railroad brotherhoodsbrothe
have actively joined forcesforce with the
A jl U the result being a generalgenera
tie up of nearly all the principal roads
of thehe entire western country

it should be understood in the outset
that this grievous situation tois caused
by what isin called a sympathetic I

strike the employedemp loyes of the railways
whose business is thus brought to a
standstill have no personal grievance
against their employemployersere at least no
such thing isin claimed asan thehe cause otof

the present conflictcoo filet neither in the
wages received nor in the hours of
labor have they brought forward any-
thing to complain of the usual bit-
terness existing between the corpora-
tions and the men when these conflicts
occur tois accordingly wanting thus far
in the oriolecrisis if violence shall
come as it almost inevitably will if the
lookuplook up continues for any length of
time it will grow out of future efforts
by one sideaide or the other to force its
policy to success itif the railroads de-
cide to abandon their train service en-
tirely both passenger and freight the
strikers would hardly be foolhardy
enough to try to foroeforce them to 0operaterate
and to provide employment onT the
other band itif the roads try to continue
their servicebervice with nownew and nonunion
men it is more than likely the latter
would be subject to insult and injury
and the companies property to danger
itif not destruction

now whatwhal is the grievance that has
brought about a situation so strained
simpysimply thisable the pullman car com-
pany some time ago reduced the wages
of its employedemp loyes at its great works near
Ohichicagocago the men claimed that the
scale was already so low that any
further reduction meant slavery if not
starvation the company on its part
declared that it was operating at an
actual losslose and that there must be a
reduction of wageswage to meet this de-
ficiencyficiency or the works must close alto-
gether and it offered its books for thehe
inspection of a committee of the men

in proof of its claim of poor bust-
ness

busi-
ness

busi-
nono the employeeemp loyes declined this
offer but they laid strew on the
seemingly contradictory fact that the
company had recently declared a divi-
dend and upon the other stubborn fact
that while pullman sleepers were still
in asai great weuse and as well patronized
as ever and while there had been no
reduction in the charges to passengers
on such carscare the workmen had been
out down in wages year after year
and the prices of materia overyevery ele-
ment in fact that enters into the con-
structionst of the oarscare had been grow
ing constantly cheaper As to the
argument concerning the dividend
the NEWS has already pointed out that
that did not necessarily represent the
current yearyearsIs or quartersquartera earnings it
may have been taken from the surplus
fund of any particularly prosperous year
in the past we nilall know of institu-
tions even here at home which
havenit made a cent in twelve
months and yet manage to declare
the usual or a slightly reduced divi
dendenal just howbow the pullman company
have met the other argument that
their cars are well patronized and
charge a high tariff notwithstanding
the great reduction in other lines all
round we have not yet learned it
was probably in the form of a general
dentaldenial intilein this connection it will be
said that the workmen made a miemia
take when they declined thehe offer to
examine the companycompanascomp anysIs books on
the other band it must be truthfully
admitted that the pullman manage-
ment outcut itself off from much sympa-
thy it would otherwise have received
when it peremptorily and insultingly
refused to arbitrate the differences a
course which the workmen implored
and its own warm supporters strongly
urged

reconciliation being thus made im-
possible a strike was ordered but
the sufsufferersferere could be none others thenthan
the workmen for the company already
hadbad its oarscare on every railroad it could
cloolase its works without injury to itself
at bitall the only necessary part of its bustbusi
newness being to keep its oars repaired
which could easily be arranged for
with its patrons then the american
railway union came to the rescue
the pullman strikers were members of
the organization and it resolved to
sustain them in their lightfight after
giving due time for the company to
accede to the terms proposed or at
least to consent to arbitrate a strike of
all members of thetb union was ordered
against every road using pullman oarscars
the novel and daring plan of campaign
was inaugurated last week and the con-
test originally against the sleepingnR
oarcar company alone has resolved itself
into a quarrel with every road over
which those carscare run nor has it been
possible to adhere to the first intention
which was to refuse to handle only
pullman sleepers or trains containing
such oarscars the railway managersmanager
resenting this assumption of authority
on the part of their employeeemp loyes to say
which carscare might or might not be run
on their roads forced the issue by
promptly diedischargingcharging the men who re-
fused to handlehaDdle andaud take out such trains
as were customary then the remaining
men refused to work until their dis-
charged associates were taken back
and soonso on from stopstep to step it has
gone with great rapidity until the

question now Isif not alone whether
the roads will yield so far anaa
to run trains without pullmans
but also whether they will take
back their discharged men virtually
at first a question of wages between oneon
corporation and a few workmen it hasbaa
become a great issue between all rail
way corporations and their employeeemployedemp loyes
and unfortunatelythe parties who are
suffering the least are the pullman
people themselves for all the blows
though aimed at them are really pass-
ing over their headsbeads and inflicting in
jury upon railroad employedemp loyes railroad
corporations commerce the mallsmails and
general business everywhere this
much of an understanding of the case
is necessarynece seary to correct judgment asan to
the amount of blame and where it
belongs

FOR THE COURTS

today the courts in the west have
grave and delicate duties to perform
duties in which it Isie essential for the
countrys welfare thattieattheththat the judges take
special care to layjay aside bias of aanyny
nature and to proceed as ppatriotic rep-
resentatives of the nationalnation1 Cons titu
tion and the laws enacted
these duties are pressed upon thenthem
by the great railway strike now in
progress and in the adjudication of r

affairs connected therewith a vacillat-
ing policy or an exhibition of partisan-
ship or prejudice against one or other
of the parties immediately concerned
cannot but result in serious mischief to
the commonwealth

the two views of the legal situation
may be briefly stated as 1 shathat setforth
by judge rinerbiner in his order to the re
cheiversof the union pacific and inina2
the stand taken in judge halletts court
in denver today in proceedings by the
strikers against the receivers of the
cantaleSansantatalefe road judge order
regards as discharged from the union
pacificapacifics service all of the men in hlabla
judicial circuit who at 7 this
morning remained with the strikers
in the santa fe proceedingsproceed ines it isin
claimed by the receivers that those em
aloyes who by striking caused the
stoppage of traffic are interfering with
united states mails and that the arm
of the government anthoin thu use of the
troops itif necessary should thebe directed
against them on the other
band the attorneys of the
strikers who are conducting the
prosecution agalagainstfist the santa Lfe re
celcelveryce ivercverP insist that the latter are guilty
of interfering with the mallsmails because
they refuse to send out trains with the
latter unless they have pullman oaraoam
attached while the employedemp loyes have
made a formal offer to run all trains
except thebe objectionable oarscars

justjuat what position the courts will
take on these issues remains to be seen
if the discharged employedemp loyes and stalk
ers are held to be the responsible par-
ties for interfering with the mallsmails the
government will have to proceed
against them it the receivers who do
not let the mail trains go without pull-
mans are legally wrong so far as
their roadroadsIs contract with th
government is concerned then
they must obey the orders of
the courts and the strikers would
win thus far the contest has resolved
itself into a matter of legal


