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quarrel over that slice of Asia, there
would be little difficulty in Russia
swooping down upon the prize, It
would be a great chance in furtherance
of a great scheme, and the Colossus of
the North would be recreant to his his-
torie policy if he were not present in
force, both at the commencement of
the intrigue and the culmination of its

work.
——eee

l"’l‘S CAUSE AND NATURE

No more widespread and annoying
ptrike in railroad circles has ever been
precipitated in America thap the one
now on by order of the A merican
Railway Union, of which Mr. Eugene
V. Debs is the head and moving spirit.

It was not at firsS suppnsed that the
organization was strong ernough in
either the far West or on the Atlantic
seaboard to aftect at all seriously the
regular transaction of railroad buei-
ness in those sections; its membership
has been computed at about 130,000
men, who were to be found prinecipally
in that part of tbe country known by
eastern people as the West and North-
west, that is, the states west of the
Alleghanies, east of the Missouri and
north of the Ohio. But within the
last few days the Knights of Labor
and the various railroad brotherhoods
have actively jolmed forces with the
A, R. U., the result being a general
tie-op of nearly all the principal roads
of the entire western country.

It should be nnderstood in the oufset
that this grievous situation is caused
by what js called a ‘“sympathetic’’
strike. The employes of the railways
whose bupiness is thus brought to a
standstill have no personal grievance
against their employers—at least no
such thing 18 claimed as the cause of
the present conflict. Neither in the
wages received nor in the hours of
Isbor, have they brought forward any-
thing to complain of. The usual bit-
terness existing between the corpora-
tivns and the men when these conflicts
occur is accordingly wanting thus far
in the precent crisie. If violence shall
come, as it aimost inevitably will if the
lock-up continues for any length of
time, it will grow out of future efforts
by one side or the other to force its
policy to success. If the railroads de-
cide to abandon their train service en-
tirely, both passenger and frelght, the
strikers would hardly be foolhardy
enough to try to force them to operate
and to provide employment. On the
other hand, if the roads try to continue
their service with new and nonsunion
men, it is more than likely the latter
would be subject to insult and injury,
and the companies’ property todanger
if not destruction.

Now, what is the grievance that has
brought about a situation so strained?
Bimply thie: The Pullman car com-
pany gome time ago reduced the wages
of its employes at its great works near
Chicago. The men eclaimed that the
seale was already so low that any
further reduction meant slavery, if not
starvation. The company, on its part.
declared that it was operating at an
actunl lose, and that there must be a
reduction of wages to meet this de-
ficiency, or the works must close alto-
gether; and it offered its books for the
inspection of & committee of the men

io proof of its claim of poor busi-
nees. The employes declined this
offer; but they laid stress on the
seemingly contradictory faot thatthe
company had recently declared a divi-
dend, and upon the other stubborn fact
that while Pullman sleepers were still
in as great use and as well patronized
aB ever, and while there had been no
reduction in the charges to passengers
on such cars, the workmen had been
out down in wages year after year,
and the prices of materia!—every ele-
ment, in fact, that enters into the con-
struction of the ears—had been grow-
ing eonstantly cheaper. As to the
argument concerning the dividend,
the NEWS has already pointed out that
that did nol necessarily represent the
current year’s or quarter’s earninzg—it
may have been taken from the surplus
fund of any particularly prosperous year
in the past; we all know of institn-
tions, even here at home, which
haven’t made a cent in twelve
months, and yet manage to declare
the usnal or a slightly reduced divi-
deng. Just how the Pullman company
have met the other argument—that
their cars are well-patronized and
charge a high tarift notwithstanding
the great reduction in other lines all
round—we have not yet learned; it
was probably in the form of a general
denial. Inthis connection it will be
said that the workmen made a mis-
take when they declined the offer to
examine the company’s books On
the other hand, it must be truthfully
admitted that the Pullman manage-
ment cut itself off from much sympa.
thy it would otherwise have received,
when it peremptorily and insultingly
refused to arbitrate the differences: a
course which the workmen implored
and its own warm supporters strongly
urged.

Reconeiliation being thus made im-
poeeible, a strike was ordered. But
the sufterers could be none others than
the workmen, for the company already
had its cars on every railroad; it could
clcseits works without injury to itselt
at all,the only necessary partof its busi-
ness being to keep its cars repaired,
which could easily be arranged for
with its patrons. 'Tben the American
Railway Union came to the rescue,
The Pullman strikers were members of
the organization, and it resolved to
sustain them in their fight. After
giving due time for the company to
accede to the terms proposed, or at
least to consent to arbitrate, a strike of
all members of the union was ordered
against every road using Pullman ears.
The novel and daring plan of campaign
was insugurated last week; and the con-
test, originally against the sleeping
car company alone, has resolved itself
into » quarrel with every road over
which those cars run. Nor has it been
possible to adbere to the first intention,
which was to retuse to handle only
Pullman sleepers or trains containing
such cars. The railway managers,
resenting this assumption of authority
on the part of their employes tosay
which ears might or might not be run
on their roads, forced the issue by
promptly diecharging the men who re-
fused to handleand take out such trains
as were customary. Then the remaining
men refused to work until their dis-
charged associales were taken back.
And ego on, from step to step, it has
gone with great rapidity, until the

question now is, not alone whether
the roads will yield so far =as
to run traine without Pullmans,
but also whether they wili take
back their discharged men. Virtually
at first & question of wages between one
corporation and a few workmen, it has
become a great issue between all rail-
way corporations and their employes,
And unfortunately,the parties who are
suffering the least are the Pullman
people themselves; for all the blows,
though aimed at them, are really pass-
ing over their heads and inflicting in-
jury upon railroad employes, railroad
corporations, commerce, the mails, and
general business everywhere. This
much of an understanding of the case
is necessary to correct judgment as to
the amount of blame and where it
belongs.

FOR THE COURTS.

Today the courts in the West have
grave and delicate duties to perform—
duties in which it is essential for the
country’s welfare that the judges take.

gpecial care to lay aside bias of any
nature and to proceed as patriotic rep-
resentatives of the national Constitu-
tion and the laws enacted thereunder.
These duties are pressed upon them
by the great railway strike now in,
progress; and in the adjudication of:
affairs connected therewith, a vacillat-
ing policy or an exhibition of partisan-
ship or prejudice against one or other
of ,the parties immediately concerned,
cannot but result in gerious mischief to.
the commonwealth.

The two views of the legal situation.
may be briefly stated as (1) that set forth
by Judge Riner in his order to the re-
ceivers of the Union Pacific, and in (2).
thestand taken in Judge Hallett’s court
in Denver today, in proceedings by the
strikers against the receivers of the
Santa Fe road. Judge Riner’s order
regards as discharged from the Union
Pacific’s service all of the men in his
judiclal eoirenit who, at 7 o’clock this
morning, remained with the strikers.
In the Banta Fe proceedings it is
claimed by the receivers that those em-
ployes who by striking caused the
stoppage of traffic are Interfering with
United States mails, and that the arm
of the governmert, in the use of the
troops 1f necessary, should be directed
against them. On the other
hand, the attorneys of the
strikers, who are conducting the.
prosecution against the Santa We re-
ceivere, insist that the latter are guilty
of interfering with the mails because
they refuse to rend out trains with the
Iatter unless they have Pullman cars.
attached, while the employes have
made a formal offer to run all trains.
except the objectionable cara.

Just what position the ocourts will
take on these issues remains to be seen.
If the discharged employes and strik.
ersare beld to be the responsible par-
ties tor interfering with the mails, the
goverument will have to proceed
against them. Ifthe receivers who do
not let the mail traine go without Pull-
mans are legally wrong so far as

their road’s contract with the
government i8 concerned, then
they must obey the orders of

the courts, and the strikers would
win. Thus far the contest has resolved
iteelf into a matter of legal adjudica-



