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martyrdom, on the ome hand, or all that had been shed in the past.

conformity to nodern ide s on

the other. d

I thought he put the case very
strongly aud correctly from  his
atindpoint, But weare wot in the
position that the primitive Christinpns
were 1 every respect. The analogy
ia very close it 1s true, but we have
promises which the prf:niti\'e Churis-
tinns did not have, nnd upon these
promiscs [ buse my hopes and anti-
ciputions; nod 1 may say I am joy-
ful in the reflection that there ia a
difference, that we ure living in u
ditferent age. Chis ia the tine when
the 'l of Babylou isdecreed. This
is the gencration to which the Pro-
phets nond Apostles have poinoted,
the guneration in which this great
power, that has do ninated the earth
will be overthrown; and great will
be the fall thereof.  We live in the
time when that will be accom-
plished. [t wili not Le as it was
with the primitive Christians, when
they hud to take Lo the eatacomibs
and hide themselves, sccused of
every foul crime;, accused, when
they met together to ent  of
the bread and drink of the
wine in commemoration of the
Lord?’s supper, ol kiliing lofauts
and eating their tlesh and drinking
their blvod. This wasthe eharncter
of the accusitivns 1oade agninst
tnem, and which furnished the basis
for the Romish persecutions, just na
the falschoods told albout us have
furnished the basis for men to perse-
cute us, and the nation stands by
and wilnesses It, apd if they do not
fully justify it, they say its all right
for these are a vile people and
should net be {reated as ordinary
people ahwuld be ireated. Bo it wus
in the daysof the primitive Chris.
tinos, and they did assimilate with

revailivg viewsa to some
The A postivs and Prophets were eut
off until ther: was nota man left who
could say, “Chus salth the Lord.”
But this is not our condition today,
neither will it be our condition,
Depend npon it. it will never be our
conditioni. Glod hasapoken contrern-
foi this, and His word cannot fail.
The heavens may fail, the esrth
may fail, but Qods word never
fails; it never difl and pever will
-And o our age thia grent mother of
avowninations wi | be overthimwog
the aword of their owu huwds will
fajl upon their own heada. And
whatever our afflictlons may be,
whatever oor trials miay be, what-
ever we may have toendure, we can
view the future with complarency,
ns far as we are coneerped, and
without fear; but our hearts may
well be filled with sorrow and pity
for the future of the childrenof inen
who reject the word of the Lord.

Jesua said to the people in His
day, ‘Wherefore, behold, [ serd
uate you prophets, and wise men,
and scribes; and some of them . ye
shall k!l aud cruer{ly; and some of
them shall ye seourge in your syna-
gogues, and persecute them from
city to city, that upon you may
cotne all the righteous blood shed
upon the earth from the blood of
rlighteous Abel unto the blood of
Zacharias son of Barachiss, whom
ye slew between the temple and the

extent. |

Bo it may be said in our generation.
The gios that have preceded us; ali
the accumulated wrooge of ven-
turies; all the accumulated wrongs
the righteous have endured from the
beginning of time to the present,
will fall upon the devoted head of
that great and cruel creature which
was called by the propbetr the
mother of abwminations. Within
her organieation, we are fold, Is
found the blood of prophiets and
aposties, nod every vile thing that
has ever been perpetrated upon
the earth; it Is n receptacle for
it all, and its fate is fixed, God has
spoken it, its destiny is sure; noth-
ing ¢an prevent it unless it be entire
repentiance. There 18 0o need for us
to tremnble. neither bn our Koees nor
inour hearts, The God who hLas
controled all things for the good of
Hiys people nnd the prosperity of His
Zion still lives. His arm is not
shortened, nefther 1a Hls power to
save diminished; it ia as great today
ag it ever was. We have been
surrounded with gloomy circuin-
stulces many times; the horizon
has been darkened; there have been
but few rays of light to cbeer us;
hut we have seen enough light to en-
uhle usto talke a step or two, al-
though the future has been en-
sbhrouded with gloom. But after
passing through the shalow and the
gloom olo the sunlight again, we
have looked back with wonder and
amazement at His arvelous provi.
dences Lhat hove been exerled in
our Lehalf, nod we have been fAlled
with prajse therefor. This has been
the ex perience of this people from
the beginning; apd we have felt
that these trials bave hud a good
effect upon us in strengthening us
and preserving ue in the truth,

The trinls that we nave had indivi-
dunily, the surrowathat we have en-
dured, If we have received them in
the right spirit, we can look back
aml sre how beoeficial they bave
been. | can truthfully say Lhis day,
in your prerence and in the pres
ence of the Lord, 1 have had my
share of trial, hut there has been oo
trinl or afliction that [ have en-
duredthat | did not bless theLord for,
praise Him for, atter [ bave seen the
goud effeel it has had upon e, There
{8 no scene that we have had to pass
through or difficulty that we have
had to contend with but what. after
it waa over, [ can look back—and
no douht you all can—anu rejoice in
the wonderful salvatfon God has
wrought out for us. Many times it

has scemed tbut destruction was in-
evitable; aod how many have
fallen by the wayside because
of the terrors that have pre-
acnted themselves to  view !
Qur pathway from the beginning. it
may be said, ig lioed with the
graves of those who have lost fajth,
who were buried before they died,
haviog lost fuith and remained be-
hind. They thought the work of!
God could not atand the pressure.
that His promises could not be ful-
fiiled. They felt as though they
must save themselvesor they would
be destroyed, and they sought safety
in npostasy. in denyiog God, and in
breaking Joose from Ltheir brethren

nltar.” That 8 what He said of | and sisters. What has been the re- |
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sult? You who have had frlends,
relati ves and ncquaintauces 1o this
condition koow what the result has
been. Would you exehange your
vireumstances today with theirs?
Do you nput look back with un-
speakable regret to think that those
whom you have loved were so un-
wise, so foulish and so fuithless A8
o, lose their connection with
the Church and their standiug
amony the members o the Church?
[ am sure it you could give voice tor
your feellngn respecting this it
would be universal. You would
suy how much betiter you were off
than tbose of whom [ am now speak-
fng. So it will be In the future.
I'he man that loves God; the man
that maintsios his virtue, and re-
frains fron: comwitting any sin that
will grieve the Bpirit of God; the
man that will not yicld to intoxies-
tici ot other habits that destroy tMe
fuith which God has implanted in
our huarts, will contiu .e to prosper,
and will contioue to live. They
may not live in the flesh, but they
will Mive hureafter. They will live
with the blessed, they will live with
those whom they love and with
whom they can associate; and while
they du live upon the earth they
will live in the enjoyment of the
Bpirit of Gou, they will have peace
at pight, and through the night,

and peace through the day. It
fa  true they may sufler, but
God will be with them. His

angels will bearound them  to sus-
taio them; and He will not enly
hless and prosper them but bless
their ¢hildren after them, for they
will sow 8ned the fruit of which
their ehildren will gather in years
to come. UGod does not forpet His
faithful people. He loves  the
righterus nnd He loves the courag-
vous, He loves the true;, but the
traitore—those who forsake Him
and betrny their brethren—He—I
was going to say-—despises them; at
any rate they fall under His dia-
plearure; they become like wrecks,
castnways stripped of their former
power, terett of the Spirit and
ﬁ?esuiu;: that attended them in
former times. Some of you have no
doubt eseen filne wessels that have
done good service stranded and
wregked, with nothing mueh besides
the rihs and Ikvel lefl; those who
become datkeped lose the Bpirit and
their faith, and thus become human
wrecke, remind me of suchunfortu-
nate vessels.

Now, my hrethren and sisters, 1
feel there js everything in Lthe worid
to cncourage ur. God I8 with ua.
Let us live so He wil) be pear us
and His power rest down upon us;
that vhen we cull upen Him He
will hear ur; and that we may have
a congcienve void of offense lowarde
allmen. Ia all our dealinga with
our fellow-men we should be gov-
erned hy the principles of righteous-
ness, that we may at all times feel
strong in the Lord, having power
and abillty to use the gifta that He
has endewed us with for the benefit
and blessing of our fellow-men. Be-
ware of the apirit of selfishness, That
80 engroeses the hearts of men. It
ip one of the grenteat prevailing evils
that afflict maunkiod; it 8 an evil
that the Latter-days Saints must di-



