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and difficulties to cope with and many
things of an unpleasant character in
one sense of the word he parts with his
friends unpleasantly but it is an impor-
tant duty that he feels now called upon
to perform and there will arise from the
performance of these duties honor and
eventually glory and exaltation he is
well satisfied in regard to this point
but the mission is6 not a oleapleasantsant thing
to contemplate altogether he is select-
ed for thipthi divine mission and holy labor
because of his faithfulness and hisbis purity
of conduct in like manner we come
into this world because we kept our first
estate in the midst of all the trials and
difficulties in theotherthe other life it was not
all of the family of god that preserved
themselves in their first estate one
third part of the host of the children of
god his offspring traveled in a differ-
ent uuii and were not worthy to
come into the world they du come
sometimes but they have to borrow
bodies not having anany 0off their own
we however are here gebecausecause of our
worthiness in the past as elders are
sent out among the nations because of
their worthiness at home

now in our temples we allow per-
sons to come in after they have traced
their ancestry no matter how far back
and to be baptized for their dead father
grandfather and great grandfather and
so on just psas far as they can trace their
line then we allow them to have the
wives sealed to their husbands all along
the ancestry line as far as they can
trace it take the case of a virtuous
young man who lived before the gospel
was introduced to the children otof men
he desired to gettT him a wife and to
raise a family iththatat desire is a proper
desire it is obeying ththe first command-
ment well he married a wife and
he caisedara iseda family but he never had the
privilege of receiving the gospel as you
and I1 have however he taught his
family the principles otof morality and he
was affectionate and kind to his wife and
children what more could he do he
should not be condemned because he
did not receive the gospel lorfor there
was no gospel to receive he should
not lose his wife because when he mar-
ried her he could not go into a temple
and have her sealed to him for time and
eternity he acted according to the
best knowledge that he had and she
was married to him for time according
to the custom of the country we re

that marriage solemnized accord-
ing to the laws of his country we do
not think it would be right to take that
wife married to this man under these
circumstances and seal hirher to any other
man or the children either As presi-
dent woodruff explained we seal child-
ren to their parents and wives to their
husbands all along the line now it
should be an object inin every man and
womanscomans mind to come into our templestempais
and to perform this labor it is a great
labor and an important one too when
we go back into the other life and find
our dead friends living there if we have
not performed the labor that is neces-
sary lor their exaltation and glory we
shall not feel very happy and it will not
be a very pleasant meeting we ought
not to wait for opportunities to be pleas-
ant and agreeable always but we should
strive even if it takes a little sacrifice
on our part to put ourselves in a con-
dition to perform this labor we have
in the salt lake temple between sixtysixth
and seventy persons that are employed

continually for the purpose of waiting
on brethren and sisters who come there
to do this labor and they perform their
service cheerfully very few indeed re-
ceive any pay they give their labor for
noth pg and we welcome the brethren
and sisters when we see them in this
temple itisit is the same in all the other
temples we desire anxiously that the
brethren and sisters should not neglect
this important work do you know
what will be the main labor during the
thousand years of rest it will be that
which we are trying to urge the latter
day saints to perform at the present
time temples will be built all over
this land and the brethren and sisters
will go into them and perhaps work day
and night in order to hasten the work
and accomplish the labors necessary be-
fore the son of man can present his
kingdom to his father this work has
got to be accomplished before the son
of man can come and receive his king-
dom to present it to his father every
son and daughter of god will have the
opportunity necessary for exaltation
and glory either by themselves or by
their friends for there is but one way
by which exaltation and glory can be
secured we have to be baptized for
the remission of sins and have hands
laid upon us for the reception of the
holy ghost these and other ordi-
nances are absolutely necessary for ex-
altational and glory and where individ-
uals have lived when the gospel has
not teen accessible these things can
be attended to by their friends we
have come into the world now in order
to do these things at least it is one of
the chief objects of our coming we
cannotcannat lay too great stress upon the im-
portance of this work

well brethren and sisters offspring
of god everything before us is encour-
aging our prospects are just as great
and glorious as any imagination could
possibly anticipate and we should strive
to fit ourselves to receive these bless-
ings As to the foundation upon which

I1 we stand it is pretty secure but it may
not be to everyone within the sound of
my voice ND man should be satisfied
until he has secured a perfect assurance
that this is the path of exaltation and
glory that joseph smith was a prophet
of god that these things which I1 have
been readreadingliag to you are actually of god
that jesus the son of god actually ap-
peared in 1836 to some of the sons and
daughters ot01 god that were aacquaintedcq uai anted
with him in the other life therehere iss no
question about this in my mind and
there are tens of thousands of latter
day saints that can testify to the truth
of this work they know it lorfor them
selves but I1 fear there are too many
that have not secured that assurance
that is absolutely necessary because
every man and every woman will be
tried to see how far he or she has an
understanding in regard to these prin-
ciples may we be blessed in all our
labors may we understand the things
that are required at our hands and per-
form them faithfully and be successful
so that when we have finished our
second estate we may go yonder and
there rejoice and receive the fullness of
exaltation and glory this is my prayer
in the name djesusoJof jesusesus amen
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EN JOHN
W foster is
now on his
way home
from china
he has done
good work in
arranging a
treaty of
peace and I1

t a n d
that it was
through his
i n fl u e n c e

largely that china got such excellent
terms from japan secretary foster
worked inin the backbarkbackgroundground he was the
confidential adviser to li hung chang
and the chinese envoysand his great dip-
lomatic ability entered into every ques-
tion A number of other governments
have profited by gen fosters skill in
handling great questions and great men
he is the confidential adviser of mexico
in its affairs with the united states and
he has been frequently sent abroad as a
diplomatic lawyer by our state depart-
ment the story of his entrance upon
his diplomatic career has I1 think never
been published secretary foster is a
very reserved man he seldom speaks
of himself and it will be news to the
united states to know that he had an
opportunity to go to japan as our minis
ter during the administration of gen
grant he told me the story last
spring while we were sailing across the
yellow sea from china to corea in a
little japanese steamer known as the
gennai maru I1 had asked him how he
came to be a diplomat he replied

it was through oliver P mortonmorion
after I1 came out of the army I1 settled
down at evansville ind to practice
law and shortly alterafter this became inter-
ested inia a newspaper there oliver P
morton was then in the senate
he was a man of incorruptible
integrity and of sterling ability
I1 was anxious to see him re-
elected to the senate and during one
of the campaigns when the outlook was
very dubious I1 organized the doubtful
counties olof indiana lorfor mmhim it was a
veryalvery cl deyearse year thereTherewaswas great dan-
ger of everything going democratic and
inin tact the democratic candidate for

vernor was elected As to the legis
laturegovernorEoiture however we had worked the
field so well that it was republican by a
large majority mortonsMoMorrionstons reelectionelectionre
was assured he had been friendly with
me before this but hebe was so delight-
ed with my work that he telegraphed
me to come on to washington and that
I1 could have anything there I1 wanted
I1 had been working very hard up to
this time and I1 concluded that a foreign
apiappointment would give me a pleasant
rest and the chance for gadinreadingg and
study which I1 needed I1 hadd nnot0 t yet
been out of the united states and I1
wanted the culture which might come
from a residence abroad

1 I was very modest in my views and I1
thought that I1 if could have the swiss
mission it would just suit me I1 went to
Weiswashingtonhington and gave mr morton my


