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GENERAL semiannualSEMI ANNUAL cont

tait fifty ninth semiannualsemi annual confer-
ence of the church of jesjesusus christ of
latter day saints will commence at 10

friday morning october eth
IW in the tabernacle salt lake city

the officers and members of the
church are respectfully invited to at-
tend 1

A acting of the deseret sunday
school union will be held at the tab-
ernacle on friday evening october
eth one of the priesthood on saturday
evening october ath and of the young
mens and young ladies mutual im-
provementpro associations on sunday
eveveningeiling october ath

i

in behalf of the council of the twelve
apostles

THE SOURCE OF contagious
DISORDERS

THE yellow fever epidemic in florida
hasham given rise to a great many foolish
speculations as to its origin and at-
tempts to scare people in places where

cannot possibly flourish
are not uncuncommonommen it is generally be-
lieved that this terrible disease is
caused by the presence of microbesmic robes in
the bloodbloodandand that those living but
deadly germs are indigenous to a hot
and humid climate they are killed by
cold and a severe frost soon ends their
activity it not theirmeir vitality filth is
said to be their breeding place but
this is contradicted and there are not
wanting many intelligent and scientific
disputants who argue that dirt does
not produce disease and that the filthi-
est people are often the healthiesttoe latter argument whatever may
be the facts will not have
weight with decent folk who believe
that cleanliness is next to godlagodligodlinessness
and it is not likely that dirt and civil-
ization will dwell together in carmonynarmony
however we believe that a great deal
of nonsense is printed as to the cause
of epidemics and that much is to be
learned on this subject by toethe medical
fraternityas well as the general public

prof brown sequard who has at-
tained to deserved eminence as a
scientific experimentalist has been in-
vestigatingvesti gating the constituents of theahe
hakau breath with a view to deter-
mining whether it is capable of pro-
ducing poisonous effects by condens-
ing thetae vapor expired from human lips
hebe obtained a liquid he injected
under the skin of rabbits and found
that it produced instant death its
poisonouselsonous nature was thus establisheddissectionBisdissectionsection showed that the heart of
the poisoned animal was gorged with
bloodblooM chemical analysis demonstrated
the poison to be an alkaloid and not a
microbe

As a result of hisbis experiments dr
brown sequard announces that hebe
considers it fallfully proved that the
breath of men and animals contains a
volatile poison tar moreingre deadly than
carbolic acid atis thrown out with
the air will if inhaled produce seriseriousout
results and may be the cause of many
fevers which apeae supposed to be trace-
able to microbesmic robes

athasac has becia suggested that itif human
beings and animals exhale a poison-
ous alkaloid vegetation mayamay also
cast off invisible partparticlesidles watch un-
der certain conditconditionsious become poison
ousoua inhaled andana taken into
system also that the germs which
have been supposed to be the cause of
certain diseases are but an effect of
this poison in the air which exhaled
by men and animals and plantsplante and
acted upon under certain atmospherics
conditions when received 1010 the
lungs mingled with oxygen and nitro-gen carry death in the of
life

it is conceded by botanists of enrinenida j

ence that plants breathe in order toito
live when deprived of air they perisa
like animals would under similar ench
cumcamstances it isid quite reasonable to
suppose in the light of dr brownbrowa

ards experiments that their ex
halaha lationsLions contain a destructive princi-
ple sodand that this 1 with the poison otof
animal out brea are the primpam
ary cause of some epidemicsepidemic8arltcZ is well known tabe such diseasescis eases
brebreak out in localities sapposea to be
netattacheddetachedached from possibility oi01 contagion i

diphtheriai eria for instance has often
susuddenlyadden appeared in remote places
asometimesomet I1in es up in the mountains where
nno0 ccontactonuet has been had with persons
afflicted also that malaria as it is
called will attack its victims in places
considered to oebe the very stamping
grounds of health

in a condition of the atmosphere
favorable for the aggregation or this
volatile alkaloid and a conditicondition of
the blood favorable to its action and
accumulation when inhaled fevers
mayfiedmay find their origin and everybody
be puzzled as to where on earth the
patients caught them A violent wind-
storm often seems to purify the air
and carry off contagion when ceplepi-
demics are raging and it idia evident
tthatlat in yellow fever regions a ccaude
in the atmosphere brought about uyby
frost changes the condition so that
yellow jack dies out or ceases hishia
active operations
it may not be true of all contagious

fevers but it certainly is of some that
they have been communicated frowfrom itieatie
sick to the healthy through catenio g

the breath of the patient plenty ol01
fresh air is essential to thlethe recovery of
the fever invalid and taking time by
the forelock when fever commencesRommencea
is augsuggested or rather supported by thuthe
discovery of dr brown seguard so
that the action of the fever princprinciplefp le
may bee stayed before it reachesreact ies the
biageSM e of domination and destruction

thehe subject of adethe origin of disease
is worthy of the best thought of the
inmostost profound scientists from cause
to cure will doubtless be but a step
and prevention which is tarfar better
than cure cannot be aafred until the
secret coursecoarse of evil is traced andand
demonstrated the experiments to
which we have referred area re valuable
what they have disclosed does not ex-
plode the germ theory of Oidiseasesease but
itii goes behind it and suggests that
microbesmic robes while present in certain
disorders andabid apparently the disturb-
ing agents are not tilethe primary cause
but a product of something more

and imperceptible to mortal eyes
and therefore more dangerous and
deadly delopewe hope this investigation
will be gunnedpunned with still more strik-
ing and conclusive results

THE WORLDS breadstuff
THE heavy and cold rains which pre-
vailed over the greater part of eng-
land at a critical time for ripening
crops have finished the work ofat an
exceptionally bad season and raised
the price of bread one penny per

loaf thesisthis is a very earlous
thing for the poor and will cause
much suffering and destitution t

the average production of atini n
great britain is about
bushels a year bat the consumption
is nearly three times thattalququantity the large balance having
to blinbe ported it is estimated that
the deficiency this year or the amount
for which great britain will have to
depend on other wheat prod nd up
countries will be about
bushels

france has a short crop and the
locusts in algiers rave cut off waschsch of
its supply from that quarter itsita de-
ficiencyfici ency is placed at aboutrubout
bushels which also will have to be
supplied from foreign imports

there is a shortage laia russia and
also in hungary and the european
countries which have to buy wheat to
make up their insufficient products
will this year as computed by thath
london correspondent of the new
york times be compelled to call for

bushels while the coun-
tries producing more wheat
than they consume will have
only about Lt sell
that is to say there will be a shortagee
of bushels lain tthe

ge

worlds supply of material for brebread34
canadaCanadawilwill probably furnish

husbushelshels russia and in-
dia the london daily news
says thatthai three quartersbarters of the bread
consumed by taethe english people dur-
ing the coming year will have to be
made from imported wheatan interesting question arises as to
the ability of the united states to aid
in supplying tilethe european deficiency
eastern journals report that the eftim
ates are not very to the
western states and territories butbat it
appears that in indiana the section
about madison reports a double crop
of excellent quality while in the cen
aral pattpart of the state the estimate does
rot exceed 60 per cent wisconsin
offers the most encouragingraging re-
port the estimate being
bushels not moremere than half a crop Is
reported from ohio in illinois the
estimate is bushels a de-
crease of frem last year
michigantigan expects two teda oiof an
average crop the official statement
of the crop of minnesotaMince sota in 1aw is 46

bushels and this year the larg-
est estimate is kansas re-
ports not more than bushels
while in dakota alone of the larger
wheat growing territories the encour-
aging estimate of a production equal
to that of 1887 is given in this case
exceeding bushels

the general opinion supported by
suchquell statistics as are attainable
seeni to be that the shortage abroad
cannot be fully supplied and ththatat
consequently there will be a general
advance in uielie price of breadstuffsbread stuffs
it is consoling to think that america
liashas enough lorfor home consumption
and a little to spare but the hardship
to the struggling masses of europe
must necessarily be very great i

it will be well for the farmers of
utah to10 keep an eye to the future and
not uebe iuin a great nurry to dispose of
their wheat which ought to bring
living prices thisthia year and will no
doubt onbe iuin full demand before an-
other harvest can be reaped

ab

LOOK BEFORE YOU LEAP
As the sewerage question becomes
better understood it becomes maremore and
more apparent to every sensible per-
son that the idea that the property
owners required to decidede ide need not
consider the matter 0of thehe disposition
of the sewsewa ancorgeor of the water for flush-
ing or but the bare query
do you wallwantI1 sewerage isia prepos-

terouslyterously silly and childishly absurd 1

there are numbers of sensible citizens
1

who on the simple proposition do
you believe in sewerage would allan-
swer unan yes but who
ateaie so otof ueetoy practicability of
trietoe present scheme as to10 be decidedly
against it

we want a sanitary system but
there is something needed tarfar more
thangnau thatteat it ihit a better water supply
in the eastern part of town where pee
piepic have established and vested
water rights which they have heldbeld
for many years they have not only
been deprived otof a drop otof water torfor
irrigating torfor months but have had
none lorfor purposes except
what they coullcould carry from hydrants
at a dibdistancetance theane wells have entirely
diled up like the water aitditcheschea findand
tue people have actuaryactually suffered for
drink audand for cooking water

even jhcvi hepn the parleys cationcanon water
was turned into the canal only a small
dribble rauran down the sects in the
eleventh weirdward and women and child-
ren might be seen trying vainly to dip
up a little with tin cups to secure
enough water for washing and these
are people wwhono navehave water rights which
are ii gally unimpeachable they want
water worse than UDYany part of the city
needs sewerage

bat what nas this to do with the
present question A great deal the

proposedploposed will require muchmach
water fur lla abing which cannot at
present be spared the money to
build the main sewer could be tarfar bet
ter to beaurefat cure a proper water
supply the water questquestioniun is in

connected wito the sewer
question we must have more waterwe could do without this sewer sys-
tem proposed for some time even it it
were feasible and did not threaten a
worse evil than it is aestdesignedmed to re-
move through lack otof a proper place
1 tl

itIII1 ii perfectly true as conceded that
mere willbewill be no sense in laying the

lateralsliteralslate rals until the main shall be in
place mcarty to receive the sewage 11

ahsu blat before tilethe construction of
elie main can even be begun the
problem of the disposal of the sew-

a mususual be solved 11 this being
shiow much sense is there in des
inua people to decide on the bald
qu adon of whether or not the literalslateralslate rals
ahall be laid without any considera-
tion on their part as to the main to
receive the sewage or the manner otof
ita dispositiontion

jiit is now admitted that no one knows
anere tut main sewerfewer is to run nor
what can be dopedoge wittiwith the accumula-
tions of alth when it is decided to
build sew g where then Iss the
common seme of saingbasing yeb to the
question I1 are you in favor of the
temlem proposed for district no 1 when
nobody on earth knows what it would
lead to we believe the majority of
the taxpayers will exercise their rati-
onal judgment therefore we are of
the opinion that they will not endorse
an expensive plan that is not matured
and the outcome of which nobody can
explainetainwe again remind the property
owners in district no I1 that silence in
this ppe means consent to the propo-
sitionsitio 4441 1 who do not protest against
it will be countercounted as for it those who
are opposed to t greare not necessarily
against sewerage on general princi-
ples or in favor of filth ailtot they are
simply averse to adopting something
that appears to be impracticable and
likely to involve the city in great ex-
pense and many difficulties wha will
be unavoidable aoh disastrous
let a complete and wall

terotem of reception conduct and deposit
of sewage oebe matured addaad then the
peopeoplea wamay be able to decide uupon it
inteintelligentlyY riy aw with a fullfoil under-
stand

under-
standingstandingine of what their votes mean
and wwhatbat their deciedeel ioa leads to let
usas look before we leap

A LONG AND SHORT haul
DECISION

THE interstateinterlater state commerce commis-
sion has rendered anah important deci-
sion ng repardregard to the long haul and
short haul which is of inter-
est and value to te public the chi-
cago st paul and kansas city rail-
road company reduced itaIs t antte if
below the rates charged to
ate points and gave notice to taw

commission of this infraction of tthehe
interstateinter state commerce law tilethe mat-
ter was duly investigated

a
the company claimed as a justifica-

tion forfar this action the right of self
protection against the Burlingtonand

northern companycompany which hadbad reduced
its rates between both the termini and
the intermediate points so asad to make
them entirely itif fol-
lowed by the chicago and st paul it
waswaa argued that toe law could not
rtrequirequire anyaay company to do busi-
ness at a loss and that the only
way to bold its own was torfor
the latter road to give similar rates

I1 as the other to the extreme points and
retain former rates to the places in

this made the local traffic help pay
the deficiency for the long hhaul trattraffic
and brought about the very thing
which the law was passed to prevent
but the chicago and st paulpau people
argued that in the words of the law
the rates must be just and reason-
ableaba and that the burlington and
northern rates were such that they
were not ilust and rimreasonable because
they were therefore
either the burlington road should be
required to make its rates lustjust and
reasonable or else the case consti-
tuted a dissimilar condition and
justified the non operation of the loag
and short haul clause of the law upon
the competing road

the commission decided against the
st paul company on both proposi-
tions the law was not framed to
protect one railroad from competition
byy another but rather to protect the
public against imposition and extor-
tion Aandnd it the complainingcomplaininc company
were allowed to do as thethey hadbad at-
tempted on the ground of dissimilar
conditions tho whole intent and pur-
pose of the law would be abrogated

the chicago st paul and kansas
city company was ordered to make its
long haul charges no less than the rate
for shortabort haul according to the letter
and spirit of tilethe law the public will
endorse the decision either enforce
the law or let it be

DEATH OF JUDGE SNOW

tn ic present year will be a memorable
one inia respect 0to the number of noted
members of the church who have de-
parted this life since it opened yes
berday wowe briefly announced the de

judge Zerub babel snow at
his home in ibis city and taday as a
tribute to hisbis memory so well worthy
to be treasured we append a briefbrie ac-
count of hidbig long active and eminent-
ly useful life

judge snow wakwaybornborn toin st johns-
bury caledonia county vermont
march 29 1809 illshis father was a
farmer but the land he tilled was
poor his family was large and rigid
economy and unflagging industry were
required on the part of both parents
and children in order thai
want might be avoided and respect-
ability

t-o
maintained IsID that region

during the period of judge snowellsnows
boyhood educational facilities were
extremely meagre and books scarce
toethe primitive vvillage school in session
only a few wbeeks during each year
afforded him all the means he hhadad
aside from personal effort to obtainob tala

education yet at the age of IS13 he
became a school teacher himself and
taught several terms in vermont and
Ccanadain

in we spring oxofejohnson bandand orson pratt intro-
duced the tallnessfullness of the gospel in the
neighborhood of st johnsbury which
hebe embraced soon after first hear-
ing Uit t it was not a thought-
less step which hohe took in so doing as
hisbis windmind foror yetrayears dwelt more or lessleas
upon rellreligiousglos subjectssubjecta which yerewere
constantly being discussed in the opp
cleak luin which hebe was roaredreared he had
also studied deeply the principles of
political science and at the faine ofe
hisbis baptismsmi though a young man
possessed a mind well matured by
tho resresearcheaTch and reflection

in june 18321892 he was chosen by the
branch at t johnsbury to go to ohlohio0
where he arrived I1inn the folfoliolowinwingg
month here hebe inmetet and became
well acquainted with jossphjoseph the seerbeer
and other prominent brethren he
was inilk company with the seer
daily

1 lethethe latter wawas8 en-
gaged ewhgip
gake34 ina translatinganslating the oldoid testa
montment andad figard him translate
neatlynearly lethe of the book of gen
esis uehe re A to yermontvermont and
resumed school teaching but in
ca AN th ibisJ wifete to arriv-
ingig anttp affa ater ttoethefe departdeparturere oftCaipa aterleavingbaving his taufamilyilly at

r tilethe damp anandd
was ilebe perigerer
to gosevth ep af that toresponsibleqa ble
0 113t addowfldeU on the arap toW

S after reachingreachine that
a8 tau rralarnedlie4 to KIkertland sudand a
flew 1 sm rejoining ate family went
to tawcanadaik with them where he
remal hed everalearsl months labor-
inginga 8 a IMPmissionaryconary he returned
to atkertland W the spring of 1885 and
soon after started on a mission through
Pennsylvaniaand new york into
canada west but returned to kirtl-
and again in time to be present at the
dedication otof the temple he re-
mained at kirtland somedome years taught
school engaged in business failed and
Vwithth diffleyanti1fedtittawfinally paid hisbis debts in
full iea law and in Octoctoberber 1839
was

1
if je bar at supreme

courtcour ot ohio
in the spring of 1841 judgejude snows

wife buban s drieddied soon after giving
birth to a daughter and he suase
quenby married mary augusta hawgenin in 1850 while still residing in
ohio he Aappliedlied torfor a judgeshipJudges bip loin

f
utah and received from presi-
dent fillmore the appointment
otof associate justice heae reached

in the summer of 1851 assumed
theme duties otof tits office at a time when

existed between lae fed-
eral I1judiciaryadiclary andaad the peoplepeopleinin cou
section aitu which hebe labored as a
peacemaker he retained hisbis
until tootoe expiration of tae term
and left the stamp olof hisbis individuality
upon tb jarisjurisprudenceprudence of toetins
territory about junejane 18501856 hebe went
on a mission to AUstralia and returned
in december 18581859 in 1859 hebe became
probateprobauil9judge otof iron county aaland in
1802 of utaheno county in toe
otof 1865 tiene was appointed
attorney of sallball lake county lula
18701876 he wwas elected to the same office
to10 which hebe was reelectedre elected at tucoeach
election until ISM1881 prior to the last
date he had been rendered ineligible
by the laws of congress to vote or
holdbold office and was therefore compelled
to cease serving the people lieile alko
neldheld the office of attorney general otor
ahe territory two or moremere biad
was usits incumbent when it was abol-
ished by the poland law of irr1874 ilehe was
also city attorney olof salt lake city and
during his incumbency olof that office
wetoe corporation loadbad some severe legal
contests with liquor dealers he con-
ducted the famous englebrecht cacaseA
in which went before the united
states supreme court and toe de-
cision in which wrought such a revo-
lution against the shameful mckean
regime

in 1870 judge snow aided in codify-
ing the lawslawn of the territory a great
and Importimportant labor in fact he has
been eutimaintimatelytz associated with the
legal bictory 1and jurisprudencejuri prudence of the

since I1its organization and
as j adgajudgdaudaad legal be has
rentrenderedlerud s to eliis common-
wealth otof inestimable value and
which insure the perpetuity of hisbis
name as a pioneer andana founder of its
J alic I1 a ry

judgedge snows integrity was without
a blemish aad his uprightness was
never impeached he was endowed
by nature with a mind eminently judi-
cial and profound illshis manner was
arcane audand dignified and his honesty
rugged and invulnerable and hisbis pos-
terity may well take pride in the suc-
cess tielie has made otof a long life fraught
with great trials and varied experi-
ences ilehe was devotedly atchied to
hisais brother apostle erastue snow
and providence hadbad decreed that they
should not long be separated

rheFHE CAUSES OF MORMON
UNUNIFYI1 IVY

IT Is popularly supposed that the
power of mormonism consists of
the ignorance of the masses of its
followers and their domination by the
priesthoodtriest hood thatthai the union which is a
marked characteristic of the mor
moosmons is brought about by unques-
tioning obedience to the dictates of
their rulers lain the church and that
therefore the system is a strong and
compact ecclesiastical machine

nothing could be farther from the
truth than this conception of mor-
monmi aall polity and influence it has
sprung from a desire to misrepresent
and distort the reality and with a view
to provoke hostility to the system and
leaits adherents

the strength of is ipili
the force otof individual consicconvictiontion of
its truth and the harmony otof views findand
unity of spirit among its devotees ittcommences by inducing men and
women to investigate for themselves
to inquire into the truth of ortho-
dox creeds to contrast them with
the teachings of the book which all
christian sects profess to as
their standard and to compare top
doctrines of that book with its own
it exhorts enquirers to ask of god
depending upon the dictum of no man
fearing sotnot the anathema of any priest
nor regarding the ridicule or the per-
secutionse of the multitude think for
yourself read torfor yourself praypray for
yourself decide torfor yourself it cries
to every one who listens it does not
attempt to work upon the senses of
the hearers but appeals to their in-
tellect and stirs spirituality

its very first principleprintiple appeals to the
individuality of the investigator faith
in god and in jesus christ hishia son
and in the holy ghost their mani
festafesterr Tthehe arstfirst Asagthethe actual literal
acceaccessibleabib e fafatherher bfb the spirits of0 all
men the as his 0aup
ilderelder prother a livingavin person a biegmed-
iatorbator betweenn IQadel an man i tthee abir
as a revealing influencenalencena ence emanatinge
frfromip deity and J 9 ddiinerectlybetl 1withth each believere ie r throughI1h ga
fa th itt promisero is eache4c I1ln
divid ail who0 aaccepts0e a it by obeobedia
euce to the 0ordinancesinane olof god a
testimony from heaven of its truth
it declares that each one must obtain
this testimony torfor himself and not be
content with the testimony of another
or the teachings of the preacher

god thus becomes to each true con
vert a divine reality with whom he
can commune and from whom Ahe can
receive personal guidance light and
help without any human being bt
tween apostle priest or king it is
this individual intercourse withwita deity
that makes each convert to mormon-
ism so confident of his position and
so firm in his convictions he is
promised a divine witness through
faith repentance baptismsul ardand the
laying on of handsbands by whichchica the doiy


