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ever more a city of trade than of
pleasure the cable connects it with
the markets of new york and europe
and when the wires are up it is also
connected with quito and abethe other
towns of the interior it is at guay
aquil that col perry de leon one of
the most efficient of our consuls gen-
eral is stationed and here also M
odward pavia has charge of the branch
house of flint eddy company the
great south americanAmer icam importing firm
of new york these are some of the
bright spots of the picture

Guayaquil has its dark spots as well
its taxes on real estate are lower than
those of any city of our country but
in the altitude of its death rate it tops
the world the streets of guayaquilGu ayaquil
are unpaved during the summer sesea-
son

M
they are filled with dust and the

donkeys and mules wear pantalets to
keep the gadfliesgad fliesfiles and mosquitoes from
eating them up in the winter season 1

which is now on the town is flooded
whenever it pours with stagnant water
to such an extent that it is against the
law to drive a cart or carriage through
the streets without a special permit
from the police this is the unhealthy
season of guayaquilayaquilGu the season of the
yellow fever the season of malaria
when death hovers over the town and
the doctors make enough to give them
summer vacations in europe the
water now lies all about me in pools
upon each of which a rich green coat
of slime sullenly floats ready to be
turned into poisonous steam by the
equatorial sun the town lies between
two rivers it could be easily drained
with a ditch plow so that the tide
which is here very high would flush it
twice a day but its people let it re-
main as it is the result Is that every
now and then ththeaceft I1isa a g
the ae leqmeARf last year carried
away thouu andand lastoWdim

11th win-
ter season some kind of feverf eerr Is almost
always present guayaquilayaquilGu has no
sewersewers its water works are pit holes
unksunk in the streets into which pumps
are inserted at the time of a firealre the
result is that the city has been burned
again and again there was a fire last
year which consumed half of the
houses causing a lowloss of more than

this also makes fire insur-
ance especially high the current guay
aquil rate here today being 7 per cent
per annum on all city property the
Ameramericanicam consulate has its offices in a
three story building which pays a
yearly insurance of and I1 am
told there are many other buildings
which cannot get insurance even at
the above rate for the reason that the
various companies have already written
up all the risksasks they care to take in
guayaquilayaquilGu at the same time the tax
on real estate is only 3 10 of one per
cent and the natives would have a
revolution straightway itif you offered to
tax them enough to pave the streets
and establish a good fire department

guayaquilayaquilGu has a wideawakewide awake police
force I1 know this for during my first
few nights here I1 heard the policemen
every fifteen minutes all night long

out that they were awake itsellinga police regulation that every man
on batth shall cry out or whistle every
quarter of an hour the cry Is el
sentinelsentinet es ablerto and the whistle is
a combination more wonderful than
anything except the cry of the guay
aquil frog whose hlhi hi hlhi is screamed
outgut all night long the ecuadorian
police are soldiers they carry swords
and guns and both look and act in the
fiercest manner one of them almost
dropped his gun on my foot the other
day as I1 attempted to pass him he

saldaid atras which I1 suppose means
back at least I1 backed and walked

around the other way I1 have since
learned that no one may pass between
the police and the wall but must xo
outside the policeman I1 suppose itif the

policeman has to fight he prefers to
have the wall at his back another
regulation Is that all people out after
11 p m must give an account
of themselves the cry isin who goes
there and the answers must be such
that will satisfy the police or they will
take you to jail I1 doubt in fact
whether there is a place in the world
where it tois so easy to break into jail as
here people are imprisoned for debt
and it tois a common thing for a planter
who wants hands on his estate to go
to the jails and pay tagth debts of such
of the prisoners as winwill agree to trans-
fer their debts to him and work them
out he then gives them small wages
and takes out perhaps a dollar a week
from each mans salary until the debt
is paid in the jail at bodegas a town
further up the guayaquilGu ayaquil river I1 talked
with a jamaica negro who told me he
had been in prison for months because
he had failed to pay a millionaire plant-
er 16 which he had borrowed said
he if I1 were free I1 could work to get
the money to pay my debt but they
keep me here until some one buys me
out and then I1 must work torfor him or
he can put me in again

but before I1 go further let me tell
stil JOpenog jo noa

means equator and ecuador is the
land of the equator it lies sand-
wiched between colombia and brazil
and peru on the west coast of south
america in the shape of a great fan
the handle of which extends into north-
ern brazil and the scalloped rim of
which is washed by the ocean
it is one of the least known countries
of the world parts of it have never
been surveyed and today the different
geographical estimates of its size range
all the way from the bigness of cal-
ifornia to that of texas the coast is
low and a rich tropical vegetation ex-
tends from the ocean back for one hun-
dred miles or less to the foothills of the
andes the andes cross the country
from north to couth in tow great par-
allel ridges upholding between them a
series of beautiful valleys in which
about nine tenths of the people live
these valleys are from a mile and a
half to two miles above the sea and
giveilive the interior a healthy climate
which is more like that of new york
city than of the equator quito the
capital is situated in one of the highest
of these valleys it Is almost two miles
above the altitude of washington city
here the weather is that of may in
ohio all the year around east of the
andes the country Is a tropical wilder-
ness A great branch of the amazon
the maranon river flows along its
southern boundaries and steamers go
up the amazon enter the maranon and
bring you within a comparatively short
distance of quito in fact I1 am told
you can come to within four days mule
travel of quito by water via these
great rivers and the streamsstream which
flow into them ecuador thus has al-
most every climate known to man
scores of its andean peaks are covered
with snow and it has mighty glaciers
chimborazoChim borazo which on clear days is
visible here is feet above the
sea and the great valley of ecuador
is guarded by twenty one peaks rang-
ing in height from three to four miles
while there are seventeen other peaks
which are more than two miles in
height today in guayaquilGu ayaquil the air tois
filled with ashes they come from one
of ten active volcanoes and
ewery week or so an earthquake makes
the ground tremble the houses ofce
Gu ayaquil are built to withstand the
earthquakes they are of wooden
timbers so joined and spliced that they
can sway with the trembling of the
earlb and not break the frame work
tois then covered with bamboo lathsbaths
made by splitting the cane upon these

I1 bamboos aa coating of plaster tois spread
this makes the exterior of the houseshouse
look as though the walls were backed

with brick and stone when in tactthey are actually made up of irloasized fishing poles just now a vedeal of building is going on here antathe hammer of the carpenter nailing onthese lathsbaths Is always to be heard muckmua
of the lumber used comes from bregbreeband washington and some fromrungeorgia

the equatorial coast region where I1now arilam Is full of vegetable aono rthis Is today the richest and moar
productive part of ecuador in nermckysixty miles sail up the river gudaa tothis city 3fc passed vast haciendas cov-ered with grass as green as the fieldsfieldaof egypt in winter in which fat catulocattle rhorses and mules stood up to their bel 1

lies and ate without having to benddown to reach the grass I1 passed raa
plantations of sugar cane which heregrows to the height of ten feet andwhich grows for twenty five
without replanting I1 saw vast chemorchards loaded down with the fruitfrom which our chocolate comes tantacocoanutcoco anut palms bearing green ballsballa oratfruit as big as your head swayed to andfro high above the houses of the plant-ers and strange fruits of so many kindsthat I1 cannot give goutheiryou theirwere offered to us again andthe wharves of guayaquilGu ayaquil aream

ag
eted

with the ecuadorian natives who haveharebrought fruit and other things to sellthey have melons which comes fromtrees known as the this fruitis of the size of a large muskand when opened its rich yellow RUAseems much the same there are MOWtrees here which bear fruits as bigbi wyour head of one kind or another tabuttons on your coat are probablymade of vegetable ivory from colombiacolombaor ecuador this ivory Is shipped artimguayaquilayaquilGu and panama in the shape ag
nuts which look much like
save that each nut is as big as the cutof a two year old baby and as harthardas iron these nuts grow on a lawIVpalm tree in what looks like rouge
chestnuts burrs as big as your hehexeleach burr contains a dozen or mownuts which when green are filled vjwitha soft jellylikejelly like substance tasting imunlike cocoanutcocoanut milk in company
with a party on a recent trip to the 14herfor I1 ate some of them and rinfoundthem not at all bad ecuador hhaidaaaconsiderable trade in them and hhrshipments of them last year brought
in

ecuador has trees which weave bedclothing I1 slept last night in a blanketblesibatmade of the bark of a tree which ggrow
on the slopes of the andes the man-
ket blan-ket is six feet long and over five rtfeetwide and it is as soft and pliable anaathough it was made of flannel it tota ofatabout the thickness of a good flannelflaadeblanket and I1 can easily roll it up andaadput it in my shawl strap without hurting it this blanket Isin merely a arteof bark cut from a section of the trunkof the demajagua tree the indianamade a cutting around the trunk to get
it and they then preparedared it by soaking it in water until it was soft they
then pounded it so that the rough outaut
side could be strippedct off and the toteside alone left the inside is of finehab
fibers so joined together by nature thatit makes a beautiful blanket warmMenough to be used as a cover and oft
enough for a mattress I1 have hadha a
photograph made of it my friend mr
rook and myself holding it up to showyou its size the pineapples here OAare
delicious and the bananas and coffeeare unsurpassed by thosethase of any other
part of south america

the chief article of export fromecuador however is cacao or as we
call it cocoa it is from this that thechocolate comes there are vast comacocoa
plantations along the guyas river andalq
the other riversriver of the racinepacific coast
and the planters have one of the liest
paying businesses among the
of the world there are few planta


