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atea under the federal constitution

ajirin the provisions are importantimport aLtatt as

Asnifmanifestedested in we mostmoat solemn manner
position on the part of theto a ulo

in utah to recede fromcormonsmormonsormon
I1 9am us practices

legislative assembly of theabe ie of utah at its session luiiiase territory
resolved that it was in favor1888 39

humanea e andadd impartial en-

forcementsf Jaustat
t of tthee laws against sexualace

D s 1 Iin tthee same manner that
witherhe criminalri inal laws are enforced under
she constitution and lawsjaws otof our coun

end tthatat such offenses maybev to the onry piepreventedvented 11 at themebe effectually
the assembly passed a

lawlaw
same regulating mamarriages 11 belabor

devised and bristling with penaldenal
ves wayaay inroad by polygamy

inila 11890 ecclesiastics and laymenlay men of
church resident in utahthe mormon

in imposing numbers at the
tabernacle in saltbale lake citymormonxa adand kethere through president wilford

1 woodruff as the head of the mormon
uranchurch deldeliberately avowed ththeireirdisdis

plural marriages andintent futuretent to to obey the laws prohibit
1 kheir purpose

stasand
bem

as affecting the question of dic
bead of the mormonaktan thetion byhv affairs it bechurch itin political may
recent general electionittaUM ththataa in the

46veral of the proprominenteminent dignitaries of
were defeated at the pollspoliochurchiea members 0off itlavjay

erlyearbinin the plesent year 1891 the
the peocomposingformon electorsrmon

1 declined to make nomnomiI1tebIs party
office and disbandpublichitousadno for

party united according to theirthew with the democrats or
seceding from the lib

palI1 party in organizing distinctive
mimraltie and republicanpublicanBe parties in

therhe liberal partyterritory
ahne
ke

ot former I1politicalIoli organizations
survivesurvives these factsththe Territerritorytorys a

the disadissolutionalution of thebile marking
party anandd the rise of new

the earlyholleb forecastleB alsoI1 liberal party as an event0 tthe0Se it le in the order of progress
territory under new conte thus the

ong is about to leave behind the
bitter ifeudsaud that so80 long embroiled its
isobleale and retarded their homogeneityety1 thus the territory
iash it lengthb arrived at a point promis

permanentbermanentbent deliverance from the
ant 69d bbigotrytry and factions upon the

fateherbe r planeano of concert with the na
illonalbial parties uponn the lines of their
competingom IBM i and for the common

welfareenate thisthib advadvanceanee has been at
with more delicacy and biffi

aulty than some times falls totg the lot 0off
iettM armed array for in one camcase the

t dy peigussion of law and reason was
gh abe only reresourcereaouresoure whereas in the

the sword tois the ready and directaaa
vfy prevertingeverting to the election returns it
Tia 1 I1 debe seenmen that the democratic aniland

gr publican parties respectively were

Vae rall ststi longer in the rural districts
aanan ehtethe liberal party that the

I1 party lost the city of ogden a
BITrailroadjagd center and formerly one of its
awa but maintained its nu

ja 1 superiority particularly in
salt lakek ie and summit counties the

01orof the former being a commer-
cial center10 the diacapitalpital of the latter
beings mining center it also appears

whom number of votes cast in

the strenuous contest for members for
the legislative council was of
which it appears the democrats cast

the distinctive republicans
the liberals scatteringering 47

now premising these figures and
assuming that the body of the liberals
hadbad consistently as professed republi-
can P united with thothe distinctive re-
publicanspublic ans and that a number of re-
publicanp mormonscormons had done the aasamewe
whwho0 diddondid not lest by so doing they
should indirectly promote liberal suc-
cess and consequently their own dis-
franchisement11

ai premising condi-
tionstio s soas real or hypotheticallyhypothetic ally reason-
able would not the election asag between
the republicans and democrats have
been at least doubtful well informed
republicans and democrats in the
territory have said so certainly as
a ftfant the total of the vote cast by dis-
tinctivetive republicans and liberals ex-
ceeds by the total votes cast by
democrats for councilor 4

the official evidence of the deerdecreaseeage
of plural marriages since the let day of
september 1890 comes through the
district judges in the territory

justice blackburn reports that there
has been but one conviction had in
that time for polygamy in the district
court held at the city of provo

Jnoticejustice miller reports only one such
conviction had in the district court in
the city of ogden

justice zane reports one conviction
had for polygamy in the district court
held at saltball lake city and that the
conviction was not of a mormon

justice anderson reports one con-
viction had for that offense in the dis-
trict court held at beaver city

these comprise all the districts in
the territory the greatest numberdumber of
convictionsconvictionshadhad for any sexual offense
in the time stated has probably been
for unlawful cohabitation that offense
being in many itif not in most cases a
relic of polygamy made punishablebable un-
der the statute when lapse of time bad
interposed a bar to the punishment of
the offender as a polygamist and in a
number of such cases conviction and
punishment followed confession of
guilt usMS satisfying thothe law and promis-
ing future obedience to it

true I1 have not here adadvertedaverted to the
fact that the number of indictments
found exceed the number of convic-
tions hadbad for neither do indictments
nor the extra official accusations of
registrars or the proceedings of ex-
amining magistrates import guilt or a
presumption of it A different rule
holding an accusation equivalent to
conviction would be subversive to
personalpersona security and civil liberty it
would license malice to do its worst
in fact a number of the indictments
herebare referred to were actually dis-
missed while upon others the perpersonssons
accused were on trial acquitted

these proofsproof of social reformation are
due to various causes to the school
the press to tillage mining the arcs
trade and not in the least to the laws
whose inspiration and almaim as happilybampiI1y
ininterpreted by the president was and
is to consecrate the one wife as the un-
crowned queen of the home

again the reformation tois an evolu-
tion of progress the mormonscormons have
emerged from thetee condition of fugi-
tivest secluded inia the fastnessesfast nesses of a

foreign laud from the touch and move-
ment of the general world many if
not most of the earliest colonists
artar dead while their children have
succeeded under the flag of the
united states to their placesplace the
new generation reinforced by non
mormon immigrants form a common
holdbold which has spread far and wide
over the valleys of utah naturally
dry audand aridand and by painstaking toil
have irrigated and tilled them to fruit-
fulness and luxuriance more thisthin
hostboat has utilized the rugged mountains
as paApasturestures of grazing kine or as
quarries of gray and red granite and
sandstone or has pierced them with
the pick and drill for their treasures of
golb silver copper and lead iron and
coacoal1 yet even with all this some-
thing more needs to be done to assure
the material welfare of the people of
the territory and kenegenerallyrally of the in-

termountainter region the waterwaterson the
rivers lakee canyons and other moun-
tain streams should be made tributary
to capacious and durable reservoirs for
regulated distribution for all useful pur-
poses therefore I1 think it would be
wise that congress should sanction by
law the recommendation of the presi-
dent that the unreserved and

lands of the united states
lying in the naturally aridand states and
territories should be ceded to them
under proper stipulations in aid of those
purposes

disfranchisement
my deduction from all the premises

is that it would not be either just or
politic to extend by law the range of
existing civil disabilities indiscrimin-
ate

indiscrimin-
atelyabelyjy to all of the mormonscormonsMormons that
would be to punish the innocent with
the guilty without judicial inquiry and
sentence to substitute the legislative
for the judicial authority contrary to
the principle and spirit of the anglo
saxon and american institutions
practically it would leave
and their posterity professing the samegame
religious belief subject to taxation and
military service without a voice upon
the question of taxation or of war it
would degrade them as a class this
would be an anomaly in a popular gov-
ernmenternment in like casescame another step
downward has ended in servitude all
along the line of such descent lurks the
spirit of revenge awaiting its opportu-
nity the proscription of classes tois the
rock upon which famous republics of
the past struck and perished

disfranchisement as a precedent
opens the way to disfranchisement as a
rule if the legislature may disfran-
chise part of the community may it not
disfranchise the whole of it and become
imperial A historic statesman of
england said in words echoing down
the years that it was not competent
to anyady political or civil authority to
condcondemndmn and punish collectively any
bodbodyy of people

what then is the need only itto
lotlet well enough alone punish the
individual by a due proemprocess for his
ercriminal acactsto but for hisbis belief or
opinion never this tois the distinction
of right and reason A distinction di-

vine upon it hangbang alike social and
civil order and the empire of thought
and genius it toin the rampart of the
state of the man and of the citizen

joniiJOHN A mcclarnandERNAND

As the commission did not furnish


