THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

roten ander the Federal Consti
der the Federal Constitution,
Bs:i?fe:‘h:npmvislons are jmportaut, as
manifested in the most solemn manner,
in a uisposition 0O the part of the
Mormens iD I.Itn:a to recede from
ractiees. -
po-iq);]g:uilfelg;;atlve Assembly of the
the Territory of U_tah, at its sessaion fu
1888-89 resolved taat it was “in favor
. iu,st. pumane and impartia! en-
forcemeut of the laws’’ againat sexual
offeuses “in the eanic manner that
other crimil-lﬂ' laws are enforced under
_the Constitution and Jaws of our coun-
try to the end that such offenses may
be effectusally ptevented.’”” Al the
same session the ABSBI’I'II‘II}‘ paseel &
law "regu]ating marnages!” elahor.
ately devised and bristliug with penal.
tlet aga1nst any inroad by polygamy.
[ 1990 ecclesiastics aud laymen of
the Mormol Chureh, resident in Utah,
assernbled in imposing numbers at‘lhe
Mormon Tabernacle in Salt Lake Civy,
and there, tbrough President Wiiford
Woodrufl, a8 the beas of the Mormou
Church. Jeliberately avowed theirdis.
sent 1o future plursl marriages and
their purpose (© obey the laws pronibit-

IngAtnl:jel!l‘lé affecting the question of dic-
tation by -the hend of the Mormou
Church in ;.omicnl affairs, it may be
said that in tbe recent general election,

rominent Jdignitaries of

fthe
:E:egguorcb were defeated at the polis

ra of it.

byé:%;‘r:,n;b:e prescut year (1891) the
Mormon electors; Cumpositg the «Peo-
plete Party.’’ Jeclined to make Domi-
putious for pub"B uffice, BD'U. Jieband-
ing the party, united,aecording to their
inclinaticns, with the Democrals or
fenns seceding from the  Lib-
tn organizing dJistinctive
nd Republican partivs in

ry. Tbe Liberal party
;IIL:nUT;rF;;l:nJ;r. political organizations
in the Territory,survives. These facts,
whije marking tbe dissolution of the
People’s party, and the rise of new
parties, Blso forecast the early dJissolu-
tion ol"the Liberal party a8 an event
inevitahle ip the order of progress.

Parritol’y, uoder new con-
ui;l;g:: Ligwaxt‘mut to leave bebind the
bitter feuds tiat 80 louy embroiled its
people and retarded their homogeunety
and pacificatioDs. Thus the Tetritory
has at length arrived at a point promis-
jng permanent deliverance from the
tolis of bigotry and facllons., upon the
higher plan® of concert _WIth the Na-
tional parties upon the lines of their
competing iFBUER, and for the common
weltare. FThiz advance has been at.
tended with more delicacy nnd Jiffi-
culty tban sume times falls to the lot of
an armed array, for, in one oase, the
turdy persuasion of 1aw and reason was
the ovnly respuree: whereas, in the
other, the sword I8 the ready and direct
resort.

Reverting to the eleclion returns, it
will be seen that the Democmtic and
Republican parties respecthehy_ were
generally stionger in the rural Jdistriets
than the Liheral party; that the
Liberal party lost the city of Ogden—a
railroad center, and formerly one of its
strongholde—but majntained ils nu-
mericai superiority, purticularly in
Halt Lake and Summit counties—tbe
capital of the former being a commer-
cinl center; ibe capital of the latier
being a mining center. It also nppeare
that the who!® number of votes cast in

Reputd
eral party,
Democratic 2

the strenucus coptest for members for
the Lweglslative Counpcil was 27,039, of
which it appears the Democrats cast
18,809, the distinctive Republicans
6785, the Liberals 7396, scattering 47.

Now, premiring these figures, and
asuming that the cody of the Liberals
had consistently, as pro‘essed Repubii-
| cans, upited with the distinctive Re-
publicans, and that a number of Re-
publican Mormons had dope the same
who did pot, lest by so doing they
should indireetly promote Liberal suc-
cess and, cousequently, their own Jdis-
franchisement; premising théee condi-
tions a8 real,or hypothetic ally reason-
able, would not the election as between
the Republicans apnd Democrats have
been at least doubtful? Well-informed
Republicans and Democrals in the
Territory have gntd sv. Certainly, as
a fant, the total of the vote cast by dia-
tinetive Republicans and Libernls ex-
ceeds by 870 the totnl votes cast by
Democrats for councllors.

The official evidence of the decrease
of plural marriages since the 18t Jay of
Beptember, 18%), comes through the
District judger in the Territory.

Justice Blackhurn reports that there

Ihns been but ope conviction had in

that time for polygamy in the District
court held at the city of Provo.

Justice Miller reports only one such
conviction had in the Distriet Court In
the gity of Ogden.

Justice Zane reports one conviction
had for polygamy inthe District Court
beld at 8alt Lake City, and that the
couviction war not of & Mormon,

Justice A nderson reporls one con-
vigtion had for that offense in the Dis-
triet Court beld at Beaver City.

These comprise ull the distriets in
the Territory, The greatest number of
convictions had for any sexual offepse
in the time stated, has probably been
{for ualaw{ul cohabitation—that offense
being in many, 1t not in most cases, B
relic of polygamy made punishable un-
der the stutute when lapte of time had
interposed a bar to the punishment of
the oflender as a polyzamist, and ina
number of such cares vonviction aud
punisbment followed confession of
guilt 48 satis/ying the law and promis-
ing future obedlence to it.

True,I bave not here adverted to the
fact tbat the number of indictmenls
found exceed the number of convic-
tions had, for neither Jo indictments
nor the extra official accusauons of
registrars or the proceedings of ex-
amining magistrates import guilt or a
presumption of it. A Jiffevent rule,
bolding an accusation eguivalent to
conviction, wopuld be subversive to
peraonal security, aed ¢ivil lHoerty. It
would license maljce to do its worst.
In facvt, 3 number of the indictments
here referred to were actually dis-
missed, while upon olbhers, the persous
[accused were, oo trial, acquitted.

These proofeof social reformation are
Jue to various causes—to the school,
the press, to tillage, mioing, the arts,
trade, and not in the least to the laws
whose inspiration and alm, as happily
interpreted by the President, was and
is to consecrate the one wife as the un-
crowned queen of the home.

Again, the refyrmation is an evolu-
tion of progrese. The Mormons have
emerged frow the candition of fugi-
tives pecluded in the faslnesses of a
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foreign laud from the touch and move.
ment of the geperu]l world. Many if
not most of the earlfest colonists

are dead, while their children have
succeeded under the flag of the
United Statre, to thelr placee. The

new generation, reinforced Ly bpon-
Mormon immigrants, form a common
hold which huas epread far and wide
over the valleys of Utah, paturally
dry aud arid, and by painstakivg toil
have irrigated and tilled thern to fruite
fulpess aod luxuriance. More, this
bost has utilized the rugged mountalns
as pastures of grazing kine, or us
quarries of gray aou red graunite and
sandstone, or has pierced them with
the pick and Jdrill for their tressures of
gold, silver, copper and lead, iron and
coal. Yet, even with ail this, some-
thing mere needs to be done to assure
the roateriaf welfare of the people of
tbe Territory atd generally of the in-
termountain region. The watersof the
rivers, Iakes, canyons and other moun:
tain strenms should be made tributary
to capacious and durable reservoirs for
regulated distribution for alt usetul pur-
poses, Therefore I think it would be
wiee that Congress should sanction by
law the recommendation of the Presi-
dent that the unreserved and upappro=
priated lands of the Unitea Btates
I¥ing in the naturally arid States nnd
Territories should be ceded to them
under proper stipulations in aid of those
purposes.
DISFRA NC111SEMENT.

My deduction from all the premises
is that it would not be elther just or
politlc to extend LY law tbe range of
existing civil Jissbllities Indiecrimiv-
ately to all of the Mormone. That
would be to punish the innocent with
the guilty without judicialinquiry nnd
sentence, to substitute Lhe leyislalive
for the judicial autbority, contrary to
the principle and spirit of the Anglo-
Buxon =and American institutions,
Practically it would leave theMormons
and their posterity, professing the zame
religlous bellef, tubject to tuxstion and
military service without a veice upon
the question of taxation or of war. Lt
would Jegrade them asa clase. This
would be an ancmaly iu a popular gov.
ernment. [p like cases another step
downward has ended 10 servitude. Al}
aiong the line of such descent lurks the
spirit of revenge awniting”its opportu-
oity. The preseription of classes is the
rock upon wbich famous republics of
the past struck and perisbed.

Disfranchisement as a precedent
opeus the way todlsfranchisement as a
rule. [f the Legislature may disfran«
chice part of the community may it not
disfranchise the wholeof itand become
imperial? A hietoric statesman of
England said In words echoing Jown
the years; that it was not compelent
to any politieal or civil authority to
condemn and punish collectively any
body of people.

What then is the peed? Only *‘to
let weli enough alone.” Punish the
individual by a due process for his
criminal scts, but for his belief or
opinion, never. This is the distinetion
of right and reason. A dJistinction di-
vine. Upon it hang alike social and
eivil order, and the empire of thought
anod genius, [t is the rampartlof the
Blate, of the man, and of the citizen.

JOHN A. MCCLERNAND.
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