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THE gpeaker

sald: This chapter which I have
read in your hearing

ﬂﬂ: 'ﬂfi:’m rmt :
cerning ylon. It
chapters 'after another
econcerning the restoration of the
gaspel

redictions con-

s And I saw another ange) fly in the
Mmidst of heaven, having the ever-

lasting gospel to preach unto them
that dwell on the earth, and to every

malion, and kindred,and tongue,and

F‘OIHE: saying with a loud vol-e,
ear

read the 18th chapter|
of the Revelation of St. John, and | to restore the

contains a se-|from heaven.

Thesixth verse of the 14th | istenece u
chapter of this same book says: | has been asked, “do

God, and give glory to Him. | pounded to the

everlasting gospel has
fulfilled in the establishment of
this Church, The Elders of this

| Church have testified of this for

many years, in faoct since its first
organization—that it was necessary
for the everlasting Gospel to be res-
tored in its primitive simplicity and
purity from heaven, there being no
Church in existence upon the earth
that possessed it, and, therefore,
God the Eternal Father, in fulfil-
ment of His designs and the predic-

tions of the holy I’rophets, conde- |

seended Lo send angels from heaven
primitive (Gospel with

its accompanying gifts and powers

The Filders of this 'Ghﬁreh have

is found . four | often been guestioned as to the ne-
prediction | eessity of such a revelation; for the

gospel, ag they believe, was in ex.
pon the earth. “Why,” it
yon mean fto
say that we do not have the Gospel?

that.we do not have ehurches or-|

ganized by the will of heaven? that
the Christian religion as believed
and practiced by us is not divine?”
These queries have often been pro-
Elders of this

for the hour of His judgment is|Church when they have testifled

come: and worship Him that made
heaven, and earth, and the sea,
the fountains of water.” 'The next
verBe: says—‘“And -there followed
anothier angel saying, Babylon is
fallen, is fallen, that great city, be-
causy she made all nations drunk

- the wine of the wrath of her for-

and |

that God has restored through the
ministration of holy an the
everlasting Gospel in its original
purity. There has been but one
answer to these queries; that if the
Chureh of Christ existed in its orl-
ginal purity upon the earth, then
which out of the numerons sects was

Nication?” “We would infer from that Church? How shall we distin-

this that .one co
preaching of the gos

nsequence of the | puish it? Hundreds of sects exist upon
I, or the de-|the earth that profess to be the

clarationy of' it by this angel that|ehurch of Christ. The ministers of
ehould fly through the midst of hea- | these vatious sects claim that they
ven, would be the downfall of Ba-|are the ministers of Jesus Christ,

left

Saints
lication ui

bylon. *We “are not
doubt, as " Latter-day
respecting ' the 'a
this name Babylon,
have been puzz

led to explain what
Uris meant, |

or to -what clty or peo-

inin that I suppose there is no Lat-
ter-day saint who entertains any
doubt respecting this matter. One
consequence,which should follow the
reaching of the Gospel; as I have
aid, should be thedownfall of Baby-
lon; but in the first versesthat 1
have read it appears there should be
a cry go forth bafore Babylon should
fad.” “And I heard another voice
from heaven saying, Come out of
‘her, my people, that ye be not par-
takers of her sins and that ye re-
“Celve not of her plagues,” There
‘shoulid be, it appears from ihese pas
Sayges thal 1 have read in your hear
ing, seseral events connected with
th preaching of the declaration of
- the go:pel oy this angel that ehould
fly_tu.ough the midst of heaven—
there should be a cry go forth
among the people Lo cume out of
Babylon, out of this system which
had ade all nations drunk with her
fornicalions, and no doubt this
would be ditue in a manner that
would be 8o remarkable that all the
inhabitanis of the earth would have
a leslimohy eoncerning it.
. Thers have been a nuinber of pra-
dictions made eoncerning the gath
ering together of people from various
nations and from the mldst of vari
cus peoples,  Isalah and Micah, two
ancieat = prophet, have left on
record their plaln predietions
concerning eerfain  events that
should take place in the Ilast
“days connected with the gathering
of petple together, Their predic-
fions - -concerning these events are

~ among the most remarkable that are |

Ceontiimed in their books, and as

men tatorsd |

in | 'yet in many instances contend con-

cerning doctrine, concerning meth-
ods of Salvation, conccrning ordi-
nances, concerning many matters

that in the mind of the great ma-
jority are deemed escential unto

de.it applied, but in the records that | salvation. For instance, there are
AHVe: come to 18 this is made =0 |(Christian ehurches to-day which

believe in at least three forms of
baptism. Now Paul has expessly

| Jeclared that there is one Lord, on®
Ifa.ith, and one baptism. Yet,as]

have said there are churches which

are considered orthodox in christen-
dom that have three d!fferent forms
of baptism., One believes in fprink-
ling, another in pouring, and
gnother in immersion. And they
differ as to the methods of immer
sion and the preparatory «teps to be
taken before belng immerred, and

J before being sprink'ed, and =o vith

almost every ecardinal doctrine of
the Christian religion. There being
this diversity, &8 man with the Bible

| In his hand going forth in the midst

of the Christian rects with an
anxious deeire to Enow which i= of
(#o0d wounld be puzzled beyond ex
nresgion to ind out whiech of the
varioue churches laving eclaim to

heing divine, and to being the au-
thentie church of Christ, was the
true church, He, if he could not
obtaln knowledge from God, or
some communieation that would
satisfy his mind, would be
compelled to give up in despair.
or to content himself with the
idea that he wonld join that which
suited him best and risk the conse.
quences, hoping that he would fa]l
into the hancs of a mereiful God. Tt
is on this aceount that the Elders of
this Church have constantly teszti.
fied that there was a necessity for

| divine revelation; that in there days.

(God being the same yesterday, to
day and forever, those who sought
unto Him to obtain knowledge from
Him in the proper way could obtain

LiaRer-day Saints we fully believe | that knowledge, and could recei-e

.. -these events are taking place and
“'Have-been taking place for a great
msaiy years. Isaiah, in speaking
“a'vout this matier, uses very much
+-the same Janguage as Micah., He
2y i the 2ud chapter, commenc-
ing al the 2nd verse: ““And it shall
eomie to- pass in the last days that
. themountain of the Lord’s house
shail-be established in the top of the
mourtains' and shall be exalted

p%e-the hills; and all nations shall
~How unio it,  And many shall .o
¢ 'and eay, Come ye, and let us go up
~ to the mountain of the Lord, to the
/Bouké of the God of Jacob; and He
wiikieach us of His ways, and we
S 'wilowalk in His paths: for out’ of
. Zien.shall go forth the law, and the
.. wordiof the Lord from Jerusalem.”
wiw - Now this is a remarkable predic-
. tioft' ‘concerning the gathering to-
-i?}.br of the people in the last days.
o THRve often thought in connection
< with this latter-day work that one
“of“the mosi rimarkable features of
the djvinily of the work is to be
sfound in_the gathering together of
thepeeple called Latter-day Saints,
.. As, we firmly believe, the prediction

that I read concerning the com-

Ing of the angsl

some communication that wonld
satisfy them as to the course which

{ they should take. -

The Church of Christ—which is

| called the Church of Jesus Chri-t of

Latter-day Saints—has been organ

ized as we testify according to the
original pattern, with Apostles and
Prophets, with Evangelists, with
Pastors and Teachers, and the vari-
ous officers that were contained in
the ancient church, having all the
essential features of the primitive

Gospel as taught is claimed to be the
same (Gospel in every pariicular as
was preached by 'the Savior while
upon the earth, and committed by
im to His Aposties to declare unto
all nations} the same doctrine, the
same ordinances, the same gifts and |
the same blessings. The Latter-day
Faints are distinet from all other
denominations which eclaim to be
Christian in this respect: That they
claim that if they obey the same
form of doctrine that was tanght by
the servants of God anciently, and
have the ordinances administered
by those having authority from

heaven, that the same results will

with  the! follow, that the same gifts, the samae ' falled to give us any seccount of

been

church., Butnot this alone. The|

]

blessings, the sam e runernatural ma-
nifestations will attend the believers
in those doctrines to-day that at-
tended bellevers in ancient days.
Numerous testimonies have been
borne that these have been the re-
frults. In everyland where the El-
ders of this Church have gone to
preach the Gospel, hundreds have
embraced it, and after having em-
braced it have testified that they
have received the gifts as promised
by the Bavior, and as promised also
by those who have gone forth to de-
clare this Gospel. I suppose that
when these declarations have been
made thousands of persons havesaid
~If this be true, and if the super-
natural gifts that Jesus promised
unto hisdisciples follow the preach-
ing fof vour Gospel, or that which
you call *‘Mormonism.” then why
cannot you give us a sign, that we
may see for ourselves and be con-
vinced that it isdivine?” Thisisa
very easy way of appealing to the
Elders and, as many believe, of cut-
ting them off from any further
siatement . respecting their claims
until they show.a sign. But those
who ask this forget that Jesus him-
=elf gave no signs to convince nnbe-
llevers.. When anplied to himself
to give a sign, He gaid it was a
wicked and an adulterous generation
that sought for a 'slgn, and no sign
should be given them. And on one
oceasion, when He visited a certaln
place it is recorded of Him that he
did nomiracle because of the unbe-
lief of the people. Now it would
seem that if signs had to be given to
convince the people that would have
heen the best place Jesus cou'd have
Jabored, a place where nunhelief was

most prevalent, and when He him- |

self was a led to. But He refused
to do o, He 4did not come for the
purpose of givine men signs. They
were told in the Secriptures that
“these signs ghall follow them that
believe,” they should not eome to
convinde men and to make them be-
Heve. Now in this respect the Lat-

——

them. From thedays of Adam
down to the days oi John the Reve-
lator—a portion of whose writing I
have read this afternoon—He made
manifest His power unto His ser-
vants, and through His servants
unto the inhabitants of the earth.
He has communicated His mind
and His will in great plainness
whenever He had a le uron the

o

hearing of it they were seized with
#n intense devire to Jeave the land
of their nativity, break up their old
associations, and gather with the
people of God. I look upon this as
one of the most remarkable plie-
nomena that has ever been wit-
nessed. There is nothing we read
of in either sacred or profane history
that approaches this work in deing

earth; there isnot a single exception. | remarkable., It is true that Moses

John the Baptist, itis said was a
mighty prophet. Jesus said no great-
er prophet had been born of woman.
Yet did no miracles, but he was at
tended by great power. One reason
why he was called the greatesi pro-
phet ever born of women was that
he had the privi of baptizing the
Son of God, a privilege that no other
humsan' beine had, and it was g0
great a privilege that doubtless it
distinguished him above all the pro-
phets that had preceded him or that
followed him. But he had revelation
from God,though he did no miracle,
vet he was a prophet. He
was- filled with the spirit ot pro-
Ehecy and o¢f revelation, and

e declared in great plainpess to the |

people who lived in Judea that {'e
coming of the Messiah was near at
hand, and when he baptized Him,

he bore testimony that He was the |

veritable Son of God, the Messiah,
and He was grestly R1
Almighty, as were all His servants
of whom we have any account in
the scriptures. But as [ have said,
there are evidences connected with
the. Church of God at all times
whicu are

which are called supernitural and
which men seem to greatly desire to
behold. 1 believe that if it were to
be told to the inbabitants of the
earth' that a man that was nigh un-
to death was about to be administer:
ed to by “*Mormon” Elders, and
that he would be raised up from that
bed of sickness, that people would
flock by thousands to witness that
manifestation.. And if God would

ter day Saints have had considerable
experience, We know very well
that the Lord has not given #igns
for any such purpose, and yet T mE-
pose in this congreeation, were lib-

erty given to speak and to bear tes- |

timony, there are hundreds and per-

haps thoucands under the shade of I

|

this roof who would testify that they
have seen the mighty power of God
follow the administration of the or-
dinances of this Chureh. But I
think myself that God has given un-
to us greater evidences and more
convineing than the working of mir-
acles. In these days wh:n there are
an many materialists, as they are
called, when the fense= of men are
appealed to, to convinee them of su-
pernatural power, it seems to me

that this is about one of the weakest |

evidenres that could be brought
forward to establish the di-
vinity of the work. If wmaen

were to work miracles before me, to |

convince me of the truth of any
ayrtem, I could not be convinced by
any such evidenre. My mind is of
such a character that I could not
acc pt miracles as  evidence
of the divinit of the
system with which the men |
were connected who worked these
wonderful powers. In fact weare
told in the scriptures that the day
would come when miracles should
be wrought by false [{)l'ﬂphﬂtﬂ* and
men would be deceived by false evi-

dence of this character. It is an
easy thing to  decwive the
senses, we gee it every time

our theatrs is oceupied by a magi
cian—we see things done that hood-
wink our senres, Our eves are de-
ceived, our ears are deceived; ail eur
senses are decelved by gshrewd, cun-
ning men, by men who are expert
in manipulating various articles,and
if they were to sel themselves up ns
the apostles of some system, and
declare that these were the evi-
dences of the divinity of that sys-
tem, and we should belleve this sort
of evidence, we might be converted
to error. All those who are familiar
with the Bible know the experience

of Moses before Pharaoh., There | Pevp

was scarcely a miracle that Moses |
wrought that the magicians of the
king did not imitate, and evetry
miracle that was wrought only
tended to harden the heart of the
king, and Amake him determined
thatl he would not let the chlldren’
of Israel go, g0 that we rcee that
miracles in and of themselves are
no evidence of the divinity of any
system, nor of the power and the
authority from God of the men who
work them. L

But did the Lord ever have a peo-
ple upon the earth at any time
whom He called His own who did
not have power from God? Ir there
ever was such a people the Bible has

consent to do such a thing, do you
think.they would believe any more
in the divinity of the work of God or
in the mission of the men who ha
thus administered than they.did
before? 1 do not believe that men
can be convinced as they should be
convinced by such manifestations
It has been a matter of remark
among those who have had experi-
ence in 'this Church that where
men - have been - brought into
the Church by such mani-
festations, it .-bhas required a
constant succession of them to keep
them in the Church; their faith
has had * ‘to - be _ constantly
strengthened by witnessing some
such manifestations;  but where
they have been convinced by the
outpouring of the spirit. of God,
where their judgment has been
convinced, where they have ex
amined for themselves and become
satisfled by the testimony of Jesus
in answer to their prayers and to
their faithful seeking unto the Lord
for knowledge -~ where this has
been the case they have been more
likely to stand, more likely to en-
dure persecution and trial than
those who bave been convinced

through some supernatural mani- | their line of march
festation of the character to which 1| together into one place. As | have

have alluded - 14,

Now, this Apostle,whose writings
[ have read, has borne testimwon
that a ¢ery should go forth after the
declaration of the everlasting gos.

pel to all the inhabitants of the |

earth to come out of Babylon. It is
a very remarkable faet eonnectea
with the preaching of this gospel
that wherever it has been preached,
in every land to which the Elders

of the Church have gone, though |
nothing was said unto the people |

for years after the Church was or-| you doubtless believe—in conformity

ganized, concerning the doctrine
which had been revealed to the

endowed by the |

Jled the ~hildren of Israel out of the
land of Egypt. But they were one
people, they were only sojourning
in the land of Egypt. The tradi-
tions which had eome down to them
from their fathers were that they
should jeave that lJand and go back
to the land which God had promised
to their great ancestor Abraham.
When Moses came to them he came
to fulfil preconceived ideas; he came
to carry out traditions that had come
down to them and which were rac-
red in their memories; they were
looking for some such even as the
leading of them forth from bondage
in Egypt to the land of Cannan. On
this acecount, therefore, it isnota

llel case, But we ree in these
mountains from north to south, ex-
tending some 600 or perhaps 800
mile« north and south, a string of
settlements built up by people of
varicus nations who have not come
to this land because of the desira.
bleness of the land; who have not
come to Utah because it is rich in
minerals,- who have not come
to Utah because it abounds in
agricultural resources; who have

greater than those meni- | not come to Utah because it is a
| festations to which T have alluded

healthy climate, or because of some

Cuurchy, that is, the doctrine, of
gathering — though nothing had
been said concerning that doetrine
‘the.spirit of gatber.ng together took
po session of the converts of this
Church. There are thou ands of
le throughout this Territory
who before they received this gos
pel never expected to leave the land
of their birth.. Bome born in the
KEastern . Siates, gome in
the Middle Sta some
in the Southern States, some in the
Western States, some in Canada
and in Europe snd in various parts
of the earih—they had not the re-
motest idea in their minds before
they heard the preachng of the
“Mormon” Elders that they would
ever leave their homes; they never
thought of it, it never entered into
their minds. And yet it is a very
remarkable thing“ that when they
heard tie Gospel and became ¢ n-
vinced by its truth, directly atter-

wards, or simultaneously with the

advantages of this character, If we
vist the settlements in Idaho and
converse with the people who live in
these settlements, and travel from
there through Utah, down into Ari.
zona, pnd eonverse with the people
in their setflemente and ask them
the motive that prompted them to
come to ' this land—why are you
here? Why did you leave your for-
mer homes? Bomeé of you sre east.
ern people, some southern, some
western, some from the middle
States, some from the various. coun-
tries of Europe, some from far off
Australia and New Zealand, and
<ome even from Africa and from the
Esast Indies—you' ask these people
why did you come here? What mo-
tive had you in view when you came
to Utah to settle? and the universal
reply wonld be from every adult
member of this Chureh, *“I came
here becanse I believed it w:s the
will of God I should doso. I was
rrompted by & feeling I «ould not
rezist to leave my former home, fo
dissplve my connection with my
kindred, to break my old associa-
tions and to travel and cast my lot
with the Latter-day Saints.”” This
would be the universal nse if
the people were interrogated upeon
this point. Some have left pleasant
homes, which before hearing and
obeving the Gospel they never ex-
pected to leave, i* was a matter they
had not contemplated. Now to my
mind, my brethren. and sisters, this
iz one of the most- remarkable fea-
tores of this work to see a people
moved upon as this people have
heen in various lands, all taking up
and gathering

caid, we fail to see anything in his.
tory that corresponds with it. In

Y| the days of the Apostles, such a

doctrine was not taight. The A pos-
tles built up branches of the Church
in various places where they could
get opportunity. They baptized the
people and organized them and Jeft
them, ans they were overcome in
time. There was no gathering
place. 1t was so in previous ages.
But in these days, in conformity as

I firmly believe, and as the most of

with the prediction that I have
read, the prediction of Isaiah, and
in conformity with the Eredictfun of
the Apostle John,when he said there
should be another voice calling upon
the peopls to comeout from Babylon
—in conformity with these predic-
tions these things have been accom-
plished. Now if 1 were to ask you,
could I or could any other man in-

duce you by any human reasoning to

have done this unless you yourselves
had been moved upon? I Enow very
well what your response would be.
You would say that it would be im-

ble for any human influence to
have operated upon your minds {n
have brought this about. You are
witnesses in this respect of the
power of God upon you. You know
whether it was the inducements
held out by the Elders; you know
whether it was the preaching of the
Elders, whether it was the argu-
ments of the Elders, or whether it

was any other influence of this cha-
racter that operated upon your mind

in this matter. If the thousands




