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THAT THOMAS CANARD.

Ovun readers will regember the sen-
sational Thomas case, which went the
rounds of the Ameriean press only a
short time Ago. Thomas and his family
were said to have escaped from Utah,
where his life was threatened if he
would not join the *‘Mormon?? Church.
This persecution was alleged to have
taken place at B¢ofield, which is about
115" miles from Salt Lake City. The
papers stated that Thomas jumped into
the Detroit river, under the impression
that the ‘“Mormons “still pursued”
him, and his widow and children were
helped to Wales by contributions from
sympathizing travelers.

We oxposed the story by the affii-
davits of both “Mormon’’ and non-
“Mormon?’ residents of Bcofeld, who
avowed that no such pressure was ever
brought upon Thomas, and by the
statement from New York that tbe
whole Thomas family, the *suicide’’
ineluded, had sailed for the old coun-
try.

Now, we are In receipt of a commu-
nication from Bcofleld containing the
substance of a letter from Wales with
further particulars, which are as fol-
lowa: .

“Thomas Thomas and wife and baby
arrived safe on Saturday eovening,
March 28th, 1891. When he got out ot
the cars to look after their baggnge he
was left behind, and on hisarrival at
New York he found that throe of the
ohildren had besn taken on to the ship
by another patrty going to Wales, arriving
at Liverpool on the (6th inst., and were
taken care of all the way to the town of
Aberdare, Glamorganshire, South Wales,
which caused a great deal of taik among
tho people in the country who wondared
What was the causo of the family leaving
Scofield so suddenly.

"",Mr. Thomas found his wife in tho

1

mpital 1t New York and was delayed
until the 18th inst. There ho received a

telegram on the arrival of the
children after a vory rough passage.
Mr, Thomas and his wife ang baby nad

a splendid voyage. He said that he had

to sell his wateh and revolver for food on-

his way to New York after the famity, as
his wife had all the money on her person
all the way. On their arrival in Wales
hundreds of people had gathered aroun
the depot. The occasion was one that
caused all kinds of rumors.”

The people of Scofield are justly in-
censed over the stories that have been
set afloat about their attempting to
coerce people in religious matters.
They are llberal minded and pro-
gresgive eitizens, and is is certain there
was not the slightest foundation for the
tale of ““Mormon?’ persecuiion, whiech
was doubtlees invented by the same
Detroit reporter who made up the
fietion about the suicide of Thomas.

Bo, far we have sesn no correction of
the falsehooda circulated by the press
of the couniry concerning this matter,
and we do not expect that our cop-
temporaries east, who promptly pub-

lish any absurd untruth about the
“Mormons,” will make any attempt to
give their readers the faots in relation
to the Thomas canard.

RIGHTS OF MARRIED WOMEN.

A RECENT decision by the English
Court of A ppeals has caused mugh sur-
prisein legal cirelea. It is receivei
with delight by the fair sex, but John
Bull, who has for centuries considered
it man’s right to dominate and do aboug,
as he pleased with his wife, is in a state
of alarmed indignation. The London
lawyers, too, are aroused and look upon
the ruling as a startling innovation. In
this eountry it is viewed as both sound
and sensible.

The ¢ourt holds that a husband has
not the right either to imprison his
wife or compel her to cohabit with him
against her will. Thia would setm
to be a very plain proposition to an
Anmerican, and one that would need
very little argument in its support. But
the old common law of England made
the wife so subordinate to‘the husband
that she had very small persenal
rights, and her identity was almost
lost in that unity which was the com-
mon law theory of wedlock. Bo emi-
nent an authority as Lord Mansfield
held, judicially, that “A husband has
power and domirion over his wife and
may keep her by force within the
bounds of duty, and may beat her, but
not iu a violent manner.”?

No wonder that under such views of
male marital authority, brutal men
have beaten their wives in the Old
World and have escaped legal penal-
ties for their viclence. But this new
rullng will inaugurate a new order of
things for suffering wives. The Law
fimes regards it ag “‘a charter of per-
sonal liberty of married women.?”? It
ig certainiy in line with movements
for the redemption and elevation of
woman sand with the sentiment of
modern times in relation to the sex.

But the question as to its strict
legality is open to discussion. That it
is right no one ought to dispute; that
it i3 law many will be found to
deny. The London Law Journal says:
“Perhaps never in the histkory of judiel-
al decisions has authority bLeen gso
boldly overruled and diasregarded.’’
And the Solicitor’s Journal avows that,
“for the first time in English history a
wife ig at liberty, immediately after
going through the cetremony of mar-
riage in church, to desert her husband
and without excuse condemu him to a
life of celibacy.??

The ruling is regarded as 80 revolu-
tionary as to require legislation to re-
gtore the rights of husbands, and the
Lord Chancellor had to announce in

the House of Lords, s0 as to answer
inguiries on this matter, that it was
not the intention of the Government to
introduce a bill “‘giving men power to
imprison their wives.”> We should
think not. Whatever authority might
nave been derived from the old com-
mon law, an attempt to establish it by
gtatute, in this extreme form, would
arouse the indignation and also the
ridicule of the whole eivilized world.

It §s time that the barbarism and
slavery embodied in the common law
relating to the statua of wearried women
were abolished, both in practice and in
theory. And afew more such rulfhgs
a9 that of the Court of A ppeals, supple-
mented by seme statutory provisions
establishing the rights and liberiies of
woman, would be an improvement
upon the English system and vot be
out of place in some parts of these free
United States.

—

THE OLDEST REPUBLIC.

NESTLED among the Pyrenean
mountains, between France and
Spain, is the oldest republic now in
existence. If the uverage reader were
asked about it, it would turn out, that
he was, probably, unaware of such a
place. The nuwe of it 18 Andorra,
and it dates its establishment from the
days of Charlemagne. Tta area ig
about 300 square miles. Its population
js estimated at about 12,000,

A way back in those early days when
Charlemagne wss the Napoleon of
Europe, he marched against the Moors
of Spain. In this expedition the Anp-
dorra people helped bim considerably,
In return he declared the little pro-
vince a free State, and it has 80 re-
mained ever since, a period of 1,100
years.

The republic is governed by a sovep-
eign council of 24 members, chosen by
the people, and the council elects one
of Its members to be chief executive
for life. In thechoice of the judiciary
France has something to say, and also
the Bishops of Urgel.

The little republic comes before the
worid in a peculiar way at the present
time. M. Blanc. who runs the Monte
Carlo gambling hells, and who pays
$600,000 a year to the local prince for
the .privilege, has been refused a re-
newal of his license. This man Blanc
now proposes to buy the republic of
Andorra and there establish his gam-
bling concerns. 1t is said that he is
being aided by the French in his new
project.

If he suveceeds, the unfortunate peo-
ple of Andorra will scon find their
primitive simplieity a thing of the past.
Their little republic will become the



