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gilk banner. It aroused such enthu-
alasm that 1t was confidently expected
Gray would be nominated by acclama-
tion. Thls seemed to be goud politics.
It wonld probably secure Indiana for
the Democtats. Stevenson was popular,
but no one expected he could carry hie
own Btate, illinoiz. But when il
came fo the test he ran ahead of
Gray and most of the States which
had reserved their votes then began to
turp, The tide et in with a rush and
Biate nfter Btate changed lor Btevenson
until it wae evident ke was chosen and
the vote . was made unanimous.
Bpringet, of Illinois, declared private-
Jy thut Stevenson could carry the
Siate. It was whispered that Cleve-
land did not want Gray. But the turn
of the tide was a surprise and andgiher
ilJustration of the ‘'glorious uncertain-

L litice.
ty’I‘hotS ‘gotlon made by Hon. Patrick
Collins that conventions herenfter be
composed only of delegates, the na-
tlonsl committee and members of the
presg, bas in.it much merit. It was
referred to the National Commitiee.
That body will have to consider not
only whether the pro osilion would be
for the publlc bepefit, but whether 1t
will satiefy the popular feeling. But
one thing Is certain: It s impos-
slble to conetruct a building to which
the great American public can galn
admigelon, and it would not do to hold
a convention in the open air. The
business of the conventlin was much
hampered by the confualon and inter-
ruptiongincident to 8o large oD aggem-
bly, and the viva voce Voles Were more
the decleion of the multitude than of
the delegates. The galleries, too, had
considerable influence upon tne floor.
In a deliberative and representative
body it is desirable that the delegates
chosen from a»ll sectione of the conn-
try should be permitied to represent
their constituents without being over-
swed or ewased ip any way by a tur-
bulent mase of spectators.

The wigwam was, i0 one way, asuc-
cess. If Lhe people assembled jo it
bad been gquiet, » good epesker could
have been heard in every partof it,
The etund aud the speakersciuld be
peen (rom eovery poini of observation
except for the pillars, which had to be
put up to support the frame roof after
the canvass roof had been wrecked by
the hurricane., But it wasan ugly
looking thing, rough and crude on ihe
fnside and woree on the outside. It
was not suitable for the unparal-
Jeled time of storm and wet which
Chicagosuifered during the convention.
The neise of the torrents of rain npon
the immense roof, added to the roaring
and frequent artillery-like ehocks of
the thunder,drowned the volces of the
most stentorian speakers, and the cries
ef *iouder, louder!’’ from the galleriee
alded to the din and made it less pos-
sihle for the speakers to be heard.

The gentlemen who officlated in the
opening prayers were among the clear-
est and best of the orators. Their
volces penetrated the whole audience.
[t may be that the listeners were
quieter than ordinarily. Btill there
was littje devolion amoang them. Qe-
casionally there were tokene of irrev-
erence. Few buwed their heada, stiil
fewer stood durlog the prayer. At the
opening invoeation the newspaper men
were startled by s small voice,
apparently among them, repeat-
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ing atfter the minieter the worde
of the Tord’ prayer, It was a
telegraph meesenger boy who, cap in
haad and in reverentia] attitude, wae

obliviouns to his surroundinge. Just be-
fore the last words were utlered,
‘“‘Boy!’? called a spectator. The littie

fellow stopped, started to the calier, but
was able to respond ‘‘Amenl’’ before
be reached for the meesage which was
held out to him. There was ot least
one sincere soul in that great lrrever-
ent multitude,

At the lust seesion the words of the
minister were ¢learly heard above the
rainstorm, and when he asked that the
rulers of the land might remember
that *‘a puablic offlce wuse a public
truste’’ the quotation from Cleveland
caused s great clapping of hands, and
at the close of & prayer, as eloquent as
ever delivered toajpolitical convention,
a big round of applause proved the
appreciation if not the devotion of the
audience. .

THE difficulty of obtsining ticketa to
the Chicago convention was rendersd
the more aggravating by the traffie in
those precious billets by sireetipeddlers.
H »w 8o mabpy of them came into the
hands that sold them was & mystery to
thousarde. The aldermen of the city
rajsed a mighly murmur when the time
came for the convention to meet,-and
they had pot a single ticket of ad-
mission. They talked of taking back
permiseion to hold it on city ground.
They made other indignant threats,
Buat the cooler among them obtalned
control apd & strong .but measurably
polite lelter to Col. Brice, brought back
the coveted pleces of cardboard with
the coupone attached and the civie dig-
nitaries were paclfied.

Those representati ves of the press for
whom sappiications had been made
weeks ahead obtained passes and
badges with but little difficulty. But
those not so forehanded had to apply
again and again al the smatl and stufly
office where the gentlemen wbo had
the mutter in hand were to be found.
The place was withoul any apparersy
ventilation and was crammed full of
reporters [rom country papers of vari-
ous Btater nntill it wae Impossible for
a while to either enter or get out of the
building. Not until midnight befure
the convention opened did some of the
strugeling and swealing newspaper
men secure their tickets and many had
to retire crestfallen without the peed.
ful token, -

Then the accomodatione for report-
ing were extremely meuagre. Only a
very lew comparatively of the mem.
bers of the press had a seat where
there was any sort of desk or plank oD
which to write. They sat by thousands
with the crowds of the general publie
and used thelr hate or their knees for a
table, A telegrapb office was placed
within the building and messenger
boys were plentiful but the office was
inaccessible to the multitude until the
gepgions adjourned aud the boys moved
chiefly on the floor of tbhe wigwam,
The prees arrangements were certainly
not to be loudly applauded.

Toousands of people tried to get in
without lickets, some pleading their
long journeyeof a thousand miles or
more. Others tried to get in for
twenty-five or fifty cents., One
woman with three children apa a
lunch tmeket was surprised because her
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offer of two bits a head wae refused,
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and when told that men were paying
as high as $25 for a ticket her nm ze-.
mant was wonderful to behold, Gen.
MeClernand of the Utsh Commission
came from his home in Bpringfleld
withuut & ticket and the old veteran
waa turned back gruffly by the police-
maD at the ropes. He gave a grim
smile and politely asked to be altowed
to atand there until he could hear from
the ipside. Congressman RSpringer
learped of the trouble and very soon a
dozen friends were ready for the rescue-
and the Qeneral oblained a sent on the
greand flsor of the wigwam,

Kate Field wona s visitor to the Con-
vention, Bhe was “a Hill man?’ at
the start. “What she was at the close
will no doubt soon appear,

Busan B. A nthony was on hand with
efforts for a suflirage plaok in the Dem-
ocratic platform.

Dr. Mary Walker, with ber pante
turped up atthe bottom to'keep them
out of the mud, her silk hat aud
finicky little cane was consplcuous in
the crowd because of her groterque
manoish femini ity. Bhe tried to tu-
tarview some of the New Hampshire
delegation and was marched oul of one
of theirrooms by a big Hivbernian
policeman,to her great Indignation and
ludicrons arsumption of masculiue
Bhe told him her name.
“Oi knowe pDothing nbout that,*’ said
he; “‘they sent for me to take yees out
and out yees comes,?’

There were many ladles scattered
through the vast audlence some of
whom took great and lutelligent inter-
est In the proceedings. (ihers put
queries which showed that they had
no otber impulse but curiosity, One
lady asked why it wae that Cleveland
and Gray were not there, was astonlsh-
ed at there absence and considered it
shameful they were not no hany to at-
tend to the affalre of the country.

Two womer, surrounded by men,

aal together, ome quite small. A
suddeu blast struck the build-
ing, thed 1t shook with thun-
der, the lig made green alreaks
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around the r%o'i5 under the eaver,
and the rain rattled over hend. The
little womnn shuddered visibly. The
other sald kindly: “Deon’% be afraid,
lttle girl.>» ‘I ca a-aut he-e-Ip it,*”
the cried. “But I have an umbrells,
eo let it ralpn!”? ““What good would that
do ifthe people rushed out?’”” The blg
one emiled in a superior way, and eaid:
‘*There is only oue tbing to do—sit
still. L ehall not stir.”” Justtheno a
hoarse voice shouted something that
sounded Hke “*Fire!” The older womau
started up and was about to run, while
the smaller ope sat still. When the
hubbub quleted down the older woran
tried to look calm und exclaimed,
“That was u different matter, I’d run
from fire but never from water.’’

Many negroce were In the audience.
It je mingular how many enlored peo.
ple1n Chicayo ure turning Democrate.
Colored Democratic elubs are being
organized and the darkiee are enthusi-
astic for Cleveland and Blevensan.

The band was n mugnificent one and
played many popular airs, **Hasajt Coi-
umbia,” the “Star Bpangled Banner,”
and, ‘*Marching Through QGeorgls,”
vied with ““Yankee Doodle’’ and God
Bave the Queen’ in popular applause;
but “Dixie’” set the audience eild at
every repetition. “Wait Till the .
Clo 4+ v By and Flosting Down



