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A npew step has been taken, that Is,
to preach to the surrounding peoples,
Our attentlon has been drawn to the
states surrounding us. Brother John
W. Taylor has been laboring In Color-
ado with a number of Elders, and with
great success. In Denver, Pueblo ana
other places they have been the means
of bringing many to the knowledge of
the truth. In Idaho and Montana,
also, the KElders have been laboring
and have done and are dolng a good
work in different places there, ano
they report excellent results. The pew-
ple are listening to them, and furnish-
ing them with places where they can
meet and preach to the people. In
our own State we have heard of the
prethren taking hold and visiting their
neighbors who are not of our faith.

There iz a class of people In Utah
who think what they do not know
ahout the Mormans and thelr doctrines
ts not worth knowing, and they are
filled with concelt respecting their
knowledge of our principles, while they
are densely Ilgnorant concerning us.
That which they do know is of so shal-
low a character that It decelves them.
They sometimes go away and talk to
newspaper people, and tell what they
know, and how long they have re-
sided here, and yet they really do not
know anything sbout us. But besides
this class there is mnother, composed
of honest people who are not of our
faith—honest, I mean, In regard to
morality and in their conception of the
truth. A man mey be a very honest
man Ananclally, and yet not be honest
enough to receive the truth of heaven.
It is, therefore, no impugnment of a
man's financial honesty to talk about
his not being honest enough to ve-
cefve the truth. Some of the brethren
thoueht they could do a good work in
‘the different wards by vislting those
who are not of our faith. Where this
has been done, the reports are that it
has been attended with excellent re-
sults. Many of the people In the State
have read our works with pleasure,
and have expressed their confidence

in their truth.

This is a good thing. It is a labor
that should be encouraged among us.
Some of these people have complained
of our exclusiveness, Qf course, wc
can understand why we are excluslve.
We have had such & training as to
make us to a great extent exclusive,
They have had cause doubtless for
thinking that we in our treatment ot
them, were excluslve; but where they
have been brought in contnect with our
people, especially with our slsters, the
effects, as reported to us, have In-
variably been good. We have felt to
epeourage the Presidenls of Stakes
and the Bishops of wards In this labor,
because we belleve It will be attended
with most excellent effects, and many
may thus be brought to the knowl-
edge of the truth.

In Californja the work has been pro-
gressing also in a very satisfactory
manner, The President of the Call-
fornia Mission wrote a letter to the
First Presidency a short time since,
and sald there were three Elders there
that would like to have their wives
sent to them, as they thought they
could do & good work. About the
same time we received a letter from
the European Mission, the Presidency
of whiech suggested that whete the
Elders could tale their wives with
them, and they .were prudent women,
they might do a great desl of good.
Just about those days a letter came
trom & president of & BStake, saying
there was a young couple in his Stake
who were about to be married; but
the young man had been called on a
mission, and they delayed their mar-
rlage till they could ask some counsel.
The young man and the young woman
were both morally and physically
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they had sufficlent means also. The
question was asked, Would it be right
for them to get married, and for the

young lady to accompany her hus-
band? The First Presidency wrote
back, “Yes, If she 18 such a young

woman a3 yYou describe; let her be sev
apart as a misslonary and go with
her husband and preach the Gospel
as well as she can."” We said the same
to the president of the California mis-
slon: we said, “Yes, if these wives are
prudent women.” We do not want
unwise women sent any more than
unwise men, because they could do
more injury than they could do good.
But If they can get a recommend from
thelr Blshops as wise, sultable women,
we will set them apart and send them
to their husbands, if theélr husbands
can bear the expense of their trans-
rortation. Since then two other ladles
were golng to Europe, and the appg-
cation came up from the Presldent of
the SBtalke and his counselors to Know
whether they ¢ould not go in the ca-
pacity of misslonaries. They wers
capable young ladics; they had Kin-
dred In Europe, one a brother and the
other an- aflianced, and the questlon
was, what should be done about them.
‘We sent word back, “Yes, if they are
the kind you describe, set them apart
and let them go as misslonaries to
preach the Gospel, as far as they ecan,
to their own sex and to others who
will listen to them.” It seems as
though the Lord Is preparing the way
for the women of this Church to do
some good in this direction. To some
lands and under some cireumstances
sultable women might go with their
husbands as misglonaries and be able
to do & great desl of good.

The ©Presidency of the FEuropean
mission wrote to us of several sisters
who had been there with their hus-
hands, and they described the good
they had done and the good Influence
they had carrled. It was INustrated
by & conversation that was had & short
Hme ago at one of our soclal gather-
ings, Brother George D. Pyper and
his wife had been East, and in the
branch where they had visited there
had been frequent expressions among
those who had not joined the Church
to this effect: "Well, we have seen
the Mormon Elders, but we have not
seen the Mormon women; we would
like to see some Mormon women, and
mee  what kind of people they are’
There wns one woman of some prom-
inence that had not joined the Church,
though her hushand had; but she haa
expressed herself several times in this
manner. Bister Pyper visited there,
and became mequainted with this lady,
and the lady wag so pleased at meet-
ing one of our sisters—an intelligent
woman, and a woman that did not
leok as thought she was a poor, down-
trodden slave--that she entered the
Chureh. No doubt, it was due to the
fact that she had found that the
women were as Intelligent, as pre-
sentable and as ladylike in their
sphere as the gentlemen were in thelir
sphere. Thias is encouraging, and it
no doubt wilt enlarge our tield of oper-
ations to a very great extent. There
will be an opportunity, doubtless, for
women who are capable and who de-
wire to do good, to go out, under
proper conditions; not to go unattend-
ed and alone—that would not be pru-
dent—hbut where they have husbands
who ate golng, and they are suitable
in other respects, it would seem aa
though there would be no impropriety
in their goilng and bearing thelr testi-
mony. Of course, they cannot ad-
minister the ordinances. It Is not
their province to officiate in the ordin-
nnces of the Gospel. But thev ean
bear testimony; they can teach; they
can distribute tracts, and they can do
a great mahy things that would as-
sist In the propagation of the Gosp=l

capable of going on a mission, and of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Now, brethren and sisters, looking
at all the work in its entirety, have
we not catise to glorify God this day,
at this Sixty-elghth Apnusl Confer-
ence? B8ixty-elght years the Church
has been organized. We look back to
our sporrows, our tribulations and ther
which the Saints have endured, but
for those who have been faithful teo
the truth there is no sorrow mingled
with our enntemplation of those scenes,
There 1s no cause to regret being
steadfast and maintaining our integ-

rity until today. And how does the
future Iok? Radiant with promise,
bright with hope, everything to en-

courage us.

We have our trials today of a finan-
cial chavacter. Our people, many of
them, are unemployed. In conse-
quence of this, the counsel has been
glven to not send the Saints here from:
abroad, but rather to Keep them in
the branches until they get groundea
in the faith. After a while, when they
are estabilehed In the truth and are
hetter able to endure the trials they
will have to meet with in Zion, they
can gather. But now it is not the
volece of the Spirit that the Saints
should gather from the nations of the
earth as they have been doing, coming
here full of inexperience, and then un-
able to endure the trials that they have
to contend with, and apostatize. Let
them stay iIn their branches, and if
they wish to spostatize let them apos-
tatize there, without being at the
trouble and expense of coming to Zion.
In this way we may ralse up strong
branches, that will assist the Elders
In the various fields of labor, and sus-
tain and comfort them. This is the
counsel that has been given to the
Elders, and we think it correct coun-
sel, In the meantime those at home
can be strengthening themselves as
best they can. As I say, we are pass-
ing through trials of this character.
There never has been a time since we
have been In these mountains that we
have had such things to contend with.
In the early days there was scarclty
of comforts and of money; but there
was no debt. Now the great bulk of
the people—that is, of the leading peo-
ple—are in debt. The most prudent
men among ‘us have got erntangled.
This 1s the condition of the people,
8hzall we remaln in this conditlon?
President Woodruff asys he hopes not.
Now It is a good chance to prophesy:
but I do not want to assume that role
today. I feel essured, however, that
we shall emerge from these financial
troubles just as we have from other
trials. I do not have the shadow of &
doubt in my mind about it. But I do
not wish to say what I feel, for I do
not want to say too much about these
things. But I think we have great
cause for hope and encouragement.
Looking at the past, and remember-
ing the blessings that God has given
to us, the promises He has made to
ua, and the deliverances He has
wrought our for um, T think we have
cause to rejoice today and to put our
trust in Him. He wlll bring us through
it we will only serve Him. He will
teach us where we are ignorant; He
will give us knowledge, and knowl-
edge {8 power. Because there is knowl-
edge among the people Is what makes
this Church a powerful organization.
The Lord has given unto us knowl-
edge concerning many things,

At the present time all Europe is
preparing for war. They do not know
what may arise out of these Chinese
complications. America 1s disturbea
by the prospects of war with Spali.
Capitalists are endeavoring to keep
their money In & position where they
ecan handle and control §t. A general
feeling of unrest prevails throughout
the natlon. Now, as far as Wwe are
concerned, while we share to & certain
extent In all these feelings (for we are



