656

We need good buildings that are
adapted to the wants of the children.
We need means with which to erect
these and to enduw them.

This brings me to another sulject.
The General Board of Education
have appealed twice, I think, to the
Council of the First {’residency and
Twelve for funds, that the board
might have means with which to
ai 1 the struggling justitutions that
exist throughout the country. It
has teen with some degree of re-
luctance, considering the great de-
sire on the part of every member of
the Council to see education pro-
moted, that what has beeu needed
hias been supplied, for the reason
that the calls upcn the Church are
80 numerous and of so varied a
character that there has been n fear
that we might e embarrassed and
oot be able to meet the obligations
that we are taking upon ourselves.
Those of you who have kept abreast
of the news of the day know pretty
well concerning our situation as a
Church. Bome have said—and it
flew in my face while I was talking
this afternoon, what I bad beard
that other folks bad said about our
property—*“Why didn’t we devote
this property that has been confis-
cated in this direction an i the other
direction, instead of letting it be
seized??? 1 know there is room.
under all cirecumstances, for people
to find fault. But I can say for
President Taylor that while he lived
he was determiued that if this na-
tion wished to put itseif on record
by taking our property, he was go-
ing to give them the opportunity to
doso;, and I do not know bnt it is
just asgood a test as anything; it
makes bistory, and [ do not think
we shall be any poorer for it. I feel,
however, that one lesson of this
kind Is sufficient. I think that here-
after, instead of allowing any prop-
erty to accumulate that is going to

he in danger of being seized,
we had better spend it In
schools, in  charitable institu-

tions, in worke of bepevolence, or in
any direction that may be neces-
8A&rY, either in putting means into
factorles and other operations that
will give employment to the poor ur
In rearing other institutions that
shall be a benefit to the whole peo-
ple. I would rather see our means
go in this direction than to have it
appropriated again by oar enemies.
One mobbing is enough, If the Lord
s satisfied with it, I think it is
sufficient for the reat of us.

The fact is, no matter if all that
we give as tithing were to be taken,
the chligation to pay our tithing
still remaius upon us. When we
were driven out of Missouri into
Illineis and the people werestripped
of their property, the obligation still
rested upon the pecople, though they
knew they might be driveu aguin,
to zo and build Nauvoo and rear a
temple there. Many people might
have said, ¢ W hat folly it is for you
to huild that temple when you know
that your en¢inies are going to drive
you out.”* In fact, every one that
was well advised knew that the
time was pear at band when we
should abandon that city and that

‘temple. Yet lhe Latter-day Sainis
worked as they never had before on
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any public building, to build the
termple suffi ient to fulfiil the com-
mandments of God. In like man-
ner, if we kpew (though I do not
think we do know; I do not) that our
tithing was going to be taken again,
I do mot think it would release us
from the obligation to pay our
tithing, and to pay it honestly and
truthfully; and oot only to psy our
tithing, but to pay a surplus if we
can. A maushould not be coutent
to pay his tithing alone. That is but
a smalt thing. Hesh uld do more
than this, if he is able, and if he
wants to prepare himseif for those
things that await ws, and for that
law the carrying out of which is in
the future, but which God has re-
venled unto us in plainness. 1 kuow
those of us who have large families,
it makes our hesds ache sometimes
to know how we are going to pro-
vide for them and what we shall do
in this direction and in the other. 1
know that these are great and seri-
ous burdens that rest upon us all, to
a greater or Jess extent. Butbif we
have pur hearts set upon doing what
is right, the Lord is able to multi-
ply our increase and our hasket and
store. I cau testify to you this night

that He s able to do this. 1 khow
it by personal experience. He will
incresse us if we are libetal. The

livera] man, as the prophet has said,
deviseth libera! things, and by hi
liberndity be shall stand. 8o it shall
be in earthly things. If we ure lib
eral, if we are wise stewards in the
management of earthly things. and
are liberal with the Lord, how easy
it is for Him to turn things
into our wuy and to incrense
our sabmiapce In n muanoer tha
is . upexpected to  us. I
kuow that He can do this,
and you all know it just as well
ag I do. Many times when we have
been oul in the world we did not
know how to get a fittle something,
probably a garment, or a pair of
shoes, or somne other article of dress
thut we needed; we were among
poor people, and 1 su! pose some of
us have felt like that lord of whom
we read in the scriptures, who, when
the Prophet Elisha declared that on
the morrow a measureof fine flour
should be sold for & shekel, said,
“Behold, 1f the Lord wouald make
windows in heaven, might this
titing be?? Hedid not koow how
such n thing could be unless God
did open the windows of heaven.
But it was fulfilled, though he did
not live to partake of it, because he
was trampled upon and died. God
is able in marvelyus ways to turn
things in our way. If we lvok after
the good of our fellows, if we have
our hearts as broad as we can make
them for the work of God, and think
about itinstead of aggrandizing our-
selves and letting our thoughts dwell
upon our own inoterests, God will,
Just™ a8 sure as we live, pour out
blessings upon us and increase our
substance and give us means; for
He can do so with safety when we
are in that condition; but He loves
us tvo well to do this under our pres.
ent circumstapces. 1 heurd the
Prophet Joseph say that he knew
where there was any nmountoft gold,
and he said the time would vome
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hive all the gold they wanted,
whenever they gotin that condition
that they would not set their aflec-
tions upon it.

Now we are likely to be tempted,
and some are, wit) an abundance of
means. I suppose sowmse of the Lat-
ter-day Saints would say, 1 would
like to be tried a little. in that direc-
tion. But there is danger in this
feeling; there ia danger of luxury
anl of pride. God has r vealed a
plan, however, that will save us
from thisdangerif we will adopt 1t.1f
we will folluw His couiigel, we will
be saved from the evils that have
iambed the world and that would
dam this Church if they should be
allowed to exist init. 1 ¢anvot look
forw:ra to the triumph of Zwn up-
der the pregent system that prevails
in the finaocial world, with the
methods which alvoupd of making
money and of living, Buch  system
has been the min of every jeople
who have lived under it. TFhere i«
no nation ean stand it; no church
can stand it.” We cannot stand the
increaseof wealth amuvng us while
we remain io our present condition,
making money for ourselves and
our families only, as is the custom
in the world from which we are
gathered. We would become proud
and thi: power of God would leave
us. ‘This Church is fouidded to
make a people that shall be equal
before the Lord—equal in temporal
things. Not that we shall all have
the same number of horees and
cattle, etc.; not at all, One man
cannot do as mucl as apother, man.
One man wants inore to eat and more
to drink than apothicr min, and he
wants a longer liedstead, a longer
cont, and a larger hat.  We are not

alike; our wants are not alike,
But  the i.ord has explained
how we can be equal. He says if

we are not equal in earthly things,
how can we be equal in heaventy
things? Shail we each havea house
of the sume size, or lamilies of cthe
same slze, or the same numnber of
horses apU cows, or the same quant-
ity of land? No; we shull have ac-
cording to vur wanis and pur needs,
and every man wiil have an equal
¢laim. The Lord suys that this is
equality, every man baving an
equal claim on the bounties of God
and on that which He has to give to
ur; 0o one having in execess of
another beyond his ability to use it
to advantage. There will be some
who will have thefaculty of manag-
ing. You givesome men a hundred
thousapd dollars and they will
manage tkhat ag earily ns other men
will a hundred doliars; and. shall a
man who can manage sp large an
migount oe deprived of doing it?
No; God does pot design to Jariat
ug; but every man that has talent
shall have the opporiunity of using
hig talent—not, however, for his
individual aggrandizement, but for
the benefit of God’s KingJdom and
for the salvation of his fellpwmen,
It was for this purpose that the
Gospel wan revealed in our day—to
save us from tbese dreadful evils
that are now threatening our Re-
public. Our nation is menaced with
evils that, unless they are checked,
will overthrow it. The increase of

when the Latter-day Baints would | gpormous wealth among the few



