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DISCOURSE

By Elder JOHN TAYLOR, De
livered in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake
Cuy, Sunday, March 17, 1872.

REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS,

IN rising to address the congregation this
afternoon, I do so, as I always do, with
very great pleasure. It always affords me
gratification to contemplate the things per-
taining 1o the Church and Kingdom of God,
and to the interests of humanity on the
earth. I love to speak of these things, I
am always pleased to hear of them, and I
am as willing to listen to the truth when
emanating from some person elseas I am
to communicate it to others, as it may be
made manifest to me. I feel as our eiders
generally do—that we are seeking to com-
municate,—not our own special ideas, or
any uliar theory that we may have en-
tertained; but, under the guidance of the
Almighty, that we may instruct and teach
as we may be led and guided by the spirit
of the living God. I feel, as it is expressed
in the Scriptures, ““That it is not in man to
direct his steps;” and it is not especially in
man to teach things pertaining to eternity,
or to the everlasting welifare of the human
family, unless he be under the guidance
and cﬁraﬁtinn of the Almighty, and feels
that he is simply an instrument in his
hands, to unfold and develop certain prin-
ciples that are made manifest unto him, I
feel always willing to hear, to teach, to re-
ceive instruction or to communicate unto
others those principles that are calculated
to promote their happiness and well- being
in time and in eternity. These things lie
at the foundation of the happiness of the
human family; they emanate from God,
our father, in whom, we are told, “‘we live
and move and have our being,” and upon
whom we are dependant for all the bless-
ings we enjoy, whether they pertain to this
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possession of events that took place soon
after that time, we learn that the Lord
communicated His will unto others, and
there was a man called Enoch, a very res
markable personage, whose history is vety
brief indeed, considering the imporiant
events that transpired during his day. We
are told that he walked with God, bad com-
munication with him,and that*‘He was not,
for God took him.” Ourrecent revelations
give us information pertaining to this same
man—that he gathered together a people,
that he taught them the principles of the
gospel, that he gathered together all who
would listen to the principles of truth pres
vious to the flood; and that he and his city
were translated, or as the aceount of the
Bible says—“He was not, for God took
him.,”

By and by another event transpired, The
people bad become excessively wicked and
corrupt, 80 much so, that, as the Scriptures
inform us, “Their thoughts were only evil,
and that continaally;” and in consequence
of this the Lord decreed that He would de~
stroy the people from the face of the earth,
But before He did it He gave revelation
unto Noah, telling him that the destruction
of all flesh upon the earth had been decreed
by the Almighty in consequence of the
wickedness of the people; and Noah had
special revelation given to him adapted to
the circumstances which surrounded him,
and the age in which he lived. He was not
told to build a city, to preach the gospel
and gather the people as Eno:h had done;
but he was told that the wickedness of all
flesh had come up before the Almighty and
that He had determinel to destroy them
with a flood; and Noah, believing in God
and in the revelation which He gave unto
him, aceording to the testimony of the
Scriptures, built an ark, and gathered into
that ark himself and wife, his sons and
their wives, and two—male and female—of
the wvarious kinds of beasts, birds and
ereeping things that dwelt on the face of
the earth. History records the coming of
the flood, the destruction of the world by
it, and the preservation in the ark of those
who had listened to the word of God and to

world, or the world to come. Ignorant of
all true principles without inspiration from
him, we feel at all times that it is necessary
for us to be under his guidance and direc-
tion, and to seek for the aid of his Holy
Spirit; that we may be led and taught, in-
structed and directed in all of our acts and
associations in life; that we may be pre-
pared for any even's that may transpire,
associated with the affairs of this wnrlg, or
relative to the world to come. We look
upon ourselves as eternal beings, and that
God is our father. We are told in the sacred
record of trath that he isthe God and father
of the spirits of all flesh—of all flesh that
has lived, that now lives or that will live;
and it is proper that we should hava just
conceptions of our relationship to him, to
each other,to the world wherein we live,
to those who have existed before us, or to
those who shall come aiter, us that as wise,
intelligent beings, unaer the inspiration of
the Almighty, we may be able to conduct
our steps, so that our pathway ia life may
be such as to secure the approval of a good
conscience, and of God, angels and good
men; and that whilst we live upon the

whom He communicated His will,
Subsequent to this time a variety of sin-
gular circumstances transpired and there
existed many prominent characters both
good and bad, worshipers of God and wor -
shipers of idols., Wae find that after the re-
peopling of the earth after the flood men
set to work to build a tower, and the Lord
confused their languages and scattered
them from theace,throughon: all the earth,
About this time asingular kind of person
age ngpenrad on the stage of action, named
Abraham, He had been taught by his
father to worship idols; but the Lord had
manifested himself to him on certaim oe
casions and instructed him in the true re-
ligion. He did not teach him as he taught
Enoch, or as he had taught Noal; the cir-
cumstances of Abraham were diflerent
from i1hose of Enoch and Nosh, and if
Abraham had the history of their times,
a8 he unquestionably had, for Abraham
was cotemporary with Noah and Noah
with Adam, and must have been acquaint-
ed with the events which had transpired,
from the days o1 Adam at least from infor

earth we may fulfil in an bhonorable man-
ner the measure ofjour creation, and, obey-
ing our Creator, feel that he is indeed what
the Scriptures represent him to be, and

mation given by Adam tg Noah and by
Noah to himself, he would know that tae
revelations they received were not appli-
cable to his case, but he needed reve'ation

what we believe him to be—*“the God and
father of the spirits of al] flesh,”

There is a feeling generally extant in the
world that God is a great and august per-
sonage who is elevated so high above the

from God for his own guidance and direc-
tion, that he might be led aright, and that
he might be able to instruct his children
after him in the path they should tread, in
the principles, doctrives and ordinances

world, and is so far separated from human-~ | 'P8t should be according to the mind and

ity that it is impossible to approach him,
and although the Christian religion, under
whatever form it may be practised, teaches
mankind to pray unto God in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, yet it is very few
who suppose that their pravers amount to
anything, that God will listen to their sup-
plications, or that they will prove of any
special benefit. A feeling of this kind tends
more or less to umbelief, instead of faith in
God, and bence we find very few men in
our day who act as men of God did in fors
mer days, that is, seek unto him for guid-
ance and direction in the affairs of life, If
we examine what is termed the sacred his-
tory of the Bible we shall find that in the
various ages of the world, until soon after
Christianity was introduced, there was a
feeling among meen Lo call upon God and to
have their prayers answered—a feeling
that, if they would approach the Most
High and call upon His name in faith, He
would answer their supplications and give
unto them wisdom, intelligence and reve-
lation for the guidance of their feet in the
pathway of life; and it was not based, as it
is now, generally, upon some old theories,
Or upon communications made unto others;
but if we trace the records of Secripture
through we shall find that men generally,
soughi for themselves, guidance and di-
rection, and revelation adapted to the pecu-
liar circumstances in which they were
placed.

If we go back to the time when Adam
first made his appearance on the earth, the
Lord God, we aro told, communicated with
him, gave him e¢ertain commandments,
told him what he should do and what he

will of God.

There is something humorous in a his-
tory that we bhave in relation to this pers
sonage.- The priests of those days offered
sacrifices to their gods and, like the pries's
of these days, they were generally oppos-
ed to new revelation from God. Abra-
ham’s father had instructed him in the
doctrines of these idols, and had sought to
induce him to have faith in them and in
their power, authority, and dominion,
telling him what great personages they
were. But Abraham, inspired by the
Lord, went on a certain occasion iuto the
tamp'la of these gods and smote them right
and left, upsetting and breaking them io
pleces. His father came in and asked what
he had been doing, what great sin this was
that he had committed, why he was 80 sac-
rilegious in his feelings and so wicked as to
seek to destroy these gods? Said bes,
“Father, I did not do anything to them,
they quarreled among themselves and
went to work fighting and knocked one
another down, bro%e one another's heads
and knocked off one another’s arms and
legs.” *'Ob,” said his father, **my son do
not tell me anything of that kind, for they
are made of wood and they could not movye
or stir from their pl!ace nor knock one an-
other down; it has been some other ageney
that has done it.”” *“‘Why, father,” said he,
“would you worship a being that could not
stir or move, that had hands and could not
handle, that had legs and could not walk,
a inouth that could not speak, and a head
and it was of no use? Would you worship
a being like that?” But nevertheless
our history informs us that the priests wers

should not do; and when he transgressed
the law, we are told that he heard the foot-
steps of the Lord in the garden, and he
heard his voice speaking unto him, and
when, at the dictum of the Almighty, he
was expelled from the paraadise in which
he lived, an angel was placed there as a
guardian to prevent his returm.

From the accounts that we haye in our

him. But the Lord inspjred Abraham to
leave there. The Bible telis us the Lord
said to him: “‘Get thee up from thy father’s
house, from the land wherein thou wast
born, and go up to a land I will show unto

| thee, and which I will afte: wards give
unto thee for an inheritance.” And we are
told that, “he went up, not knowing
whither he went.”

%

angry and stirrred up his father against, |

| and offer a sacrifice to the Lord.”

Toere is something very peculiar about
this little history, so far as we have it in
the Bible, I think I see this man of God
rising up, after he had incurred the dis

leasure of the priests and his father, and

ad slain these gods, making parations
to leave his native country. fancy I see
some of his neighbors coming to him, and
saying: ““Abraham, where are you going?”
*Ob,” says he “I do not know.” “You
don’t know?”? “No.” *“Well, who told
you to go?” “The Lord.” *‘And you
do not know where you are go'ng?’ *“Oh
no,” says he, “I am going to a land that he
will show me, and that he has promised to
give me and my seed after me for an in-
neritance ; and I believein God, and there-
fore I am starting.” There was something
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thine eyes eastward, westward, northward
and sonthward, for to thee and to thy seed:
after thee will I give this land; and thy
seed shall be as numerous as the stars in
heaven, and like the sand on the s-a shore
80 shall they be innumerable; and in bless-
ing I will bless thee, and in mulﬂglying I
will multiply thee, and in thee and in thy
seed shall all the families of the earth be
blessed.”” The Lord proved him and
found him faithful in all things, That was
a severe test to human nature; but there
were other ideas crowding on his mind
that were ten thousand times more for-
midable than these paternal feelings which
gushed and welled up in his bosom when
told to offer up his son as a saerifice, What
was it? Why the Lord had tola him that

very pecaliar about it, almost as bad as us | he would make of him a nation and a mul-

when we started to come off from Nauvoo:
we hardly knew where we were going, but
we could not have rest, peace or safety
among the Christians, consequently we
lertt them and started off to the Rocky
Mountains, under the direction of God,
hardl

went.

Afterwards the Lord ve him a son,
for when he w 8 an old man, and his
wife Sarah was seventy years old, they

were childless, and at this advanced age |

the Lord gave them a son. There had
been vo event of that kind ever transpired
before in the history of the Bible, and if it
were the Bible they had to look at it would
have been of no use to them, for they couid
not get any instructions there how they
were to act; but he feared God and put his
trust in him, and the Lord gave him revel«
ation. The angel of the Lord, we are told
visited Abraham and his wife, and told her
she should have a son, Sarah was a good
deal amused at it, and laughed over the
matter, for she was about seventy years
old and thought it rather strange that she
should have a son at that age, and she
laughed at the idea, as many ofourold sis-
ters would unquestionably do now if they
were told such a thing. Itseems all very
natural when you look at it just about as it
is. And when the angel asked her why
she langhed she lied and said: “I did not
laugh,”” shedid not want to have it known
that she laughed at what the Lord said.
“Nay, but,” said he, “thon didst laugh.”
Aud as the time came round, lo and behold
she had a son and called his name Isaac,
And after this the Liord seemed determined
to try Abrabham and see whether or not he
would be faithful to bim and obey him in
all things. He bhad obeyed him in break
ing up those gods, and in leaving his
father's house and going up to a lacd that
he had shown uato him, and the Lord was
determined to try him to the uttermost,
and see whether he would obey him yet
furtber. **Now,” says be, ‘**Abraham, take
thy son, thine only son Isaac, and go to a
place that 1 will indicate, and offer him u
as a burnt offering belore me.” That was a
cuariosity, it bad something odd and strauge
about it. It was not really what you
w uldcall philesophical; it was not in ac-
cordance witn avy prineciples that we could
understand anything about, in our day;
and it would have been difficult for Abra-
bam 10 have reasoned it out why he should
be called to offer up his son a8 a saeri-
fice. Nothing of the Kkind had ever
transpired betore as a precedent; no such
thing written in the Bjble that had
taken place among men before. In offer
ing up his only son there was sowe-
thing wvery peculiar, not especially as
a sacrifice, but it came in contacl with every
parental feeling which he must necessarily
have felt for his only child. This, in and
of itself, rendered it one of the most severe
and painful trials that could be placed upon
man; but there was something else con-
nected with this which was explaiwed by
the Prophet Joseph Smith who, when
speaking of these things, said God was
determined in these days to have a tried
ple.as he had in forner times, and that

e would feel after their bheartstrings and
try them in every way possible for them to
be tried; and if he could have invented
anytbing that would have been more keea,
acute, and trying than that which he re-
uired of Abraham he would have done it.
%nt that, nodoubt, was one of the greatest
trials thal could have been inflicted on auy
human being. Notics the old gentleman
tottering along with his son,brooding over
the promises of God and the peculiar de-
mand now madeupon bim. Sayshe; “‘Isaac,
let us go up into the mouatain hers,
And he
took him along; they asceand the mountain,
they gather together some rocks and toge-
ther build an altar; they gather the fuel

| and place it on that altar; and when every~

thing is prepared Isaac says: “Father,
here is the altar and here is the wood, but
where is the sacrifice?” What would the
feelings of a father be under such ecircum-
stancas? Says he, with & heart gushing
with sorrowfull emotions, “My son, God
will prepare himself asacrifice,”’ and finally
the old man gave his son to understand
that he was the sacrifice, and he bound
him and placed him on the wood upon the
altar, and lifted the knife to strike the fatal
blow, and while his arm was outstretched
‘he Lerd spake, saying: * Abraham, lay
not thine hand upon the lad, for the Lord
shall provide thee a sacrifice,” and he
loc ked round and found a ram in a thicket,
and he plaeed it on the altar and off-red a

burnt offering before the Liord, The Lord
lthen tood bhim aside and said: *“Lift up
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titude of nations, and that he should be the
father of many nations, and yet he told
him to go and offer up his only son, And
he was an old man and his wife an ola
woman; and it was not only tne idea of
taking the life of his son that was crowding

knowing whither we went, just as | upon his mind, but the cutting him off in
Abrabam did, and I do not think we were | regard to |
any bigger fools than he, for he went just | God had made to him in
about as we did, not knowing whither he | magnitude of the

rom'ses that
egard to the
les that should arise
from him, or from his loins, and leaving
him, asjit were, a dry root, helpless,
hopeless, tot'ering on the grave wilhout
any heir. Paul very justly remarks that
in the midst of all these things, “‘he stag-
gered not through unbelief, but was strong-
in faith giving glum God; believing that
he from whom he received him, as it
were from the dead, wou.d be able, if he
had even slaughtered his son, to raise him
from the dead.,”” He was at.rnng in faith,
says Paul, “giving glory to God.”” He had
had the visions of his mind unfolded in
regard to the future; he had looked through
the dark vista of future ages, Iuspired by
the spirit of revelation he contemplated
the purposes of God as they rolled forth in
all their majesty and glory and power, and
considered that he was to be one of the
reat actors in this great world drama that
should beexhibited in the after ages of time,
and in the etermities that were to come.
Jesus said of him. *‘Abrabam saw my day
and was glad,”’ But he saw in this, appar-
ently, all his hopes blasted; but notwith-
standiog he had faith and confidence in
God, and he stood there like the beaten
anvil to the stroke, or the sturdy oak defy-
ing all storms and blasts and influences.
He was strong in faith, giving glory to God.

posterity and the

Nothing but the spirit ot revelation could
have given him this confidence, and it was
that which sustained him wunder these
peculiar circumstaices,

He then told him that, by and by, his
seed should go down into boondage in
Egypt, and should remain there four hun-
red years, and that then they would be
delivered. He also made promises con-
cerning his posterity, telling that they
should inberit that land; and yet, singular
to say, notwlthuhudin%hmu revelations
and promises from the Lord, several thou-
sand years after, when Stephen was refer-
ring to these promi he said ‘*he gave
him none inheritance n it, no not 8o much
as to set his foot;” but he told him that he
would “give it to him, and to his seed after
him, for an everlasting inheritanee.” And
as we have to do with a truthful God, and
with eternal things, we expect that these
promises will be literally fulfilled, and that
God will accomplish all things that he
spoke to him parmlni?F to his seed. But
there was one peculiarity about this that I
wisa to notice 1n connection with o _hers—
that when God gave revelations to the hu-~
man family in the different ages of the
world it was particalarly adapted to the
circumstances in which they were placed.
Tney were not dependeunt, as Christians are
now, simply on the Bible or upon someold
rﬁva'lﬂ.triun, from which they could learn
many great things, but they could not
learn what was mecessary, what plaa it was
proper for them to adupt under the pecu-
liar eircumstances in which they were
placed.

We find, in continuing the history of
the=e things, that after the children of Is-
rael had been in Egypt for a length of time,
God sent them a deliverer—he raised up
Moses and inspired him with the princi ple
of rcvelation, told him he had a work for
him tc do, that he was to deliver Israel
from tue boundage that had been placed
upoua them by the Egyptian kings; Moses
shrank from the responsibility, and told
the Lord that he was a **man of stammer-
ing tongue and of slow speech,” and that
he was not competent to perform a work
of such magnitude. The Lord told him
never to mind, it would be all right, that
he would provide a spokesman for him in
Aaron, his brother, and A «ron should be a
mouthpi«ce tothe people, and Mosesshould
be as a god to Aaron and dictate him in the
course that he should take. And this very
Moses gives us an acoount of all the his-
tories that we have in relation to the deal-
ings of God with the human family fiom
Adam’s dav uatil the time in which he
lived. There wassomething pecaliarabout
the mission that he bad. He was sent on
several occasions to present himself before
the Egyptian king with a message from
the Liord tbat he should lst his people Is-
rael go; and in these various messages you
will find, just as | stated before, the reve.
lations that he had were adapted to the par-
ticalar circumsiances he was placed in, He
was not sold to build a city, as Enoch had
been, avd to gither a people together to be
translated; he was not 10'd to build an ark,
as Noah did; he was not told to leave his
father's house and go 10 & strange land as



