
88 THET H E besDESDESERETS E RETB E T mewsNEWSN E W S ma

by elder otoutoJOHNHN TAtaylorOR del-
iveredmin the tabernacle salt lahcelahe

cotycity sendassunday march 17 1872

REPORTED BY DAVID W EVANS

IN rising to address the congregation this
afternoon I1 do so as I1 always do with
very great pleasure it always affords me
gratification to contemplate the things per-
taining to the church and kingdom of god
and to the interests of humanity on the
earth I1 love to speak of these things I1
am always pleased to hear of them and I1
am as willing to listen to the truth when
emanating from some person else as I1 am
to communicate it to others as it may be
made manifest to me I1 feel as our elders
generally do that we are seeking to com-
municatemunimun leatecate not our own special ideas or
any peculiar theory that we may have en-
tertained but under the guidance of the
almighty that we may instruct and teach
aaa7 we may be led and guided by the spirit
off the livinghying god I1 feeleel anitisas it is expressed
in the scriptures that it is not in man to
direct his steps and it is not especially in
man to teach things pertaining to eternity
or to the everlasting welfare of the human
family unless he be under the guidance
and direction of the almighty and feels
that he is simply an instrument in his
hands to unfold and develop certain prinprintprinii

cielos that are made manifest unto him I1
feel always willing to hearbear to teach to re-
ceive instruction or to communicate unto
others those principles that are calculated
to promote their happiness and weilwen being
in time and in eternity these things lie
at the foundation of the happiness of the
human family they emanate from god
our father in whom we are told we live
and move and have our being and upon
whom we are dependant for all the bielsbless-
ings we enjoy whether they pertain to this
world or the world to come ignorant of
all trustrue principles withoutut inspiration from
him we feelmel at all times that it is necessary
for us to be under his guidance and direc-
tion and to seek for the aid of his holyspirit that we may be led and taught in-
structedted and directed in all of our acts and
associations in life that we may be pre-
pared for any events that may transpireasoasassociatedocoated with the affairs of this world or
relative to the world to come we look
upon ourselves as eternal beings and thatgod is our father we are told in the sacred
record of truth that he is the god and father
of the spirits of all flesh of all flesh that
has lived that now lives or that will live
and it is proper that we should hava just
conceptions of our relationsrelationshiphfp to him to
each other to the world wherein we liveliivelveto those who have existed before us or to
those who shall come alteralten us that as wwiseiselseintelligent beings under the inspiration of
the almighty we may be able to conductour steps so that our pathway in life may
be such as to secure the approval of a good
consciencecojiscience and of god angels and good
men andand that whilst we live upon the
earth we way fulfillfulfil in an honorable man-
nor

man-
ner the measure olour creation and obey-
ing our creator feel that hebe is indeed what
the scriptures represent him to be and
what we believe him to bethebe the god and
father of the spirits of allalial flesh

there is a feeling generally extant in the
world that god is a great and august per-
sonage who is elevated soBO high above the
world and is so far separated from human
ity that it is impossible to approach him
and although the christian religion under
whatever form it may be practisedpracticed teaches
mankind to pray unto god in the name of
the lord jesus christ yet it is very few
who suppose that their prayers

Z amount to
anything that god will listlistenen to their sup

or that they will prove of any
special benefit A feeling of this kind tends
more or less to ulauiaunbeliefbeliefbellef instead of faith ingod and hence we find very few men in
our day who act as men of god did in forform
mer days that is seekeek unto him for guid-
ance and direction in the affairs of life ifwe examine what is termed the sacred his-
tory of the bible we shall find that in the
various ages of the world until soon after
christianity was introduced there was a
feeling among men to call upon god and to
have their prayers answered a feeling
that if they would approach the alostmost
nighhigh and call upon his name in faith hewould answer their supplicationsions and ggivelyelvei

unto them wisdom intelligence and reve-
lation sorjor the guidance of their feet in the
pathway of life and it was not based as it
is now generally upon some old theories
or upon communications made unto others
butbal if we trace the records of scripture
through we shall find that men generally
sought for themselves guidance and di-
rection andnd revelation adapted to the pecu-
liar circumstances in which they were
placed

if we go back to the time when adam
first made his appearance on the earth the
lord god we aroare told communicated with
him gave him certain commandments
told him what he should do and what he
should not do and when he transgressed
the law we are told thalthai he heard the foot
stopssteps of the lord in thothe garden and he
heard his voice speaking unto him and
when at the dictum of the almighty he
was expelled from the paradise in which
he lived an angel was placed there as a
guardian to prevent his return

from the accounts that wo haye in our

possession8 ionlon of events that took place soonaf ithacaftert that time we learn that the lord
communicated hishla will unto others andano
there was a man called enoch a very rerey

personage chosawhose history is veryvety
brief indeed considering the important
events that transpired duringduning his day we
are told that hebe walked with god bad com-
municationmunication with dimand that I1 he was not
for god took him ouroar recent revelations
give us information pertaining to this same
man that hebe gathered together a people
that he taught them the principles of the
gospel that hebe gathered together all who
would listen to the principles of truth pre

to the flood and that hebe and his city
were translated or as the account of the
bible says he was not for god took
him

by and by another event transpired the
people hadbad become excessively wicked and
corrupt soBO much so that as the scriptures
inform us their thoughts were only evil
and that continually andnd in consequence
of this the lord decreed that he would de
stroy the people from the face of the earth
butbat before he did it he gave revelation
unto noah telling him that the destruction
of all flesh upon the earth had been decreed
by the almighty inconsequencein consequence of the
wickedness of the people and noah had
special revelation given to him adapted to
the circumstances which surrounded him
and the age in which he lived hewaHowahe was snotnot
told to build a city to preach the gospel
and gather the people as enoenohh had donedon6but nohe was told that tho wickedness of all
flesh had come up before the almighty and
that helie had determine to destroy them
with a flood and noah believing in god
and in the revelation which he gave unto
him according to the testimony of the
scriptures built an ark and gathered into
that ark himself and wife his sons and
their wives and two malemate and female of
the various kinds of beasts birds and
creeping things that dwelt on the face of
the earth history records the coming of
the flood the destruction of the world by
it and the preservation in the ark of those
who had listened to the word of god and to
whom he communicated his will

subsequent to this time a variety of sin-
gular circumstances transpired and there
existed many prominent characters both
goodoo00 and bad worshipers of god and wor-
shipersship of idols we find that after the re
peopling of the earth after the flood men
set to woiwol to build a tower and the lordconfused their languages and scattered
them from all the earth
about this time a singular kind of person
age appeared on the stae of action named
abraham he had bbeeneen taught bbyy his
father to worship idols but the lord had
manifested himself to him on vertaim oc

and instructed him in the true re-
ligion he did not teach him as hebe taught
enoch or as he hadbad taught noahnoab the cir-
cumstancescumstances of abraham were dlfdinterentdifferent
from those of enoch and noah and if
abraham had the history of their times
as he unquestionably had for abraham
was with noah and noah
with adam and must have been acquaint-
ed with the events which had transpired
from the daysdaysonoi adam at least from innerinfer
mation given by adam to noah and by
noah to himself he would know that tae
revelations they received were not appli-
cable to his case but he needed reveanevearevelationtion
from god for his own guidance and direc-
tionlon that be might be led aright and that
he mightlight be able to instruct his children
after adm in the path they should tread in
the principles doctrines and ordinances
that should be according to the mind and
will of god

there is something humorous in a his-tory that we havebave in relation to this per
conage the priests of those days offered
sacrifices to their gods and like the priests
of these days they were generally oppos-
ed to new rerevelation from god abra-hams natherfathernatfather had instructed him in the
doctrines of these idols and had sought to
induce him to have faith in them and in
their power authority and dominion
telling him what great personages thythey
were but abraham inspired by the
lord went on a certain occasion intoluto the
temple of these gods and smote them right
and left upsetting and breaking them in
piecesleoee his father came in and asked what
lielleie hadbad been doing what great sin this waswag
that he had committed why he was so sac-
rilegiousri in his feelings auandaudd so wicked as to
seek to destroy these gods said he
father I1 did not do anything to them
theyhey quarreled among themselvesvei and

went to work fighting and knocked one
another down brokebroce one anothers heads
and knocked off one an others arms and
legs oh said his father my son do
not tell me blythinganything of ththatatkindkind for they
are made of wood and they could not move
or stir from their place nor knock one an-
other down it has been some other agency
that has done it 11 why father said hebe

would you worship a being that could not
stir or move that had hands and could not
handle that had legs and could notnoh walk
a mouth that could not speak and a head
and it was of no use would youyon worship
a beingbein 9 like that but nevertheless
our hishistorytory informs us that the priests were
angry and stir up his father against
him but the lord abraham to
leave there the bible tells usua the lord
said to him get thee up from thy fathers
house from the land wherein thou wast
born and go up to a land I1 will show unto
thee and which I1 will afeei wards give
unto thee for an inheritance and wearewe breare
told that he went up not knowing
whither ho went

abere is something very peculiar about
thisthia little history so far asaa we have it in
the bible I1 think I1 see this man of god
rising up after he had incurred the dis
pleasure of the priests and his father and
had slain these gods making preparations
to leave his native country I1 fancy I1 see
some of his neighbors coming to him and
saying abraham where arebire you going

oh says hebe 1I do not know youyouyon
dont know no wellweli who toldowellyouvonyouvou to go thothothe Llordnordd 11 and you
doao not know where you are go ngnig oh
no says he 1I am going to a landandI1 that he
will show me and that he has to
give me and my seed after me for an in-
heritance and I1 believe in god and there-
fore I1 am starting there was something
very peculiar about it almost as bad asaa us
when we started to comeyome off from nauvoo
we hardly knewknow where we were going but
we could not have rest peace or safetybarety
among the christians consequently we
leitlert them and started off to the ickyrekyK
mountains under the direction of god
hardly knowing whither we went just as
abraham did and idoI1 do not think we were
any bigger fools than he for he went just
about asaa we did not knowing whither he
went

afterwards the lord gave himhirn a son
for when he w a an old man and his
wirewife sarah was seventy years old they
were childless and at this advanced age
the lord gave them a son there had
been no event orof that kind ever transpired
before in the history of the bible and if itwere the bible they had to look at it would
have been of no use to them for they could
not getgot any instructions there how they
were to act but hebe feared god and put his
trust in him I1 and the lord gave him revel
atlon thetoe angel of the lord we are told
visited abraham and his wife and told her
she should have a son sarah was a good
deal amused at it and laughed over the
matterinatter for she was about seventy years
old and thought it rather strange that sheghe
should have a son at that akeage and she
laughed at the idea asai many ofdurold sis-
ters would unquestionably do now if they
were told such a thing it seems all very
natural when you look at it just about as it
I1iss andarld when the angel asked her why
she lauiaulaughedshed she lied and said 1 I did not
laugh she did not want to have it known
that she laughed at what the lord saidnay but 11 said he thou laugh
and as tiretee time caecamecao round lo10 and behold
she hadbad a son and called his name isaac
and after this the lord seemed determined
to try abraham and seesea whether or not he
wonwouldid be faithful tobia and obey him in
all things ilehe had obeyed him in break
ing up those gods and in leaving his
fathers house and going up to a laud that
ifelieae had shown unto him and the lordloid was
determined to try him to the uttermost
and see whether he would obey himhina yet
further now says hebe abraham take
thy son thine only son isaac and go to a
place that I1 will indicate and offer him up
as a burnt offering before me that was a
curiosity it hadbad something odd and strange
about it it was not really what you
w uld callcali philosophical it was not in ac
corrancecordance wita any principles that we could
understand anything about in our day
andand it would have been difficult for abra-
ham to have reasoned it out why he should
hebe called to offer up hissonhis son as a sacri-
fice nothing of the kind had eeverver
transpired before as a precedent no such
thing written in the biblobibio that had
taken place among men before in offer
ing up his only son there was some-
thing very peculiar not especiallyy usas
a16 sacrifice but it came in contact with every
paparentalrental beeline which he must necessarily
havohave felt for his only child this in and
of itself rendered it one of the most severe
and painful trials that could be placed upon
man but there was something else con-
nectedneatod with this which was explained by
the prophet joseph smith who when
speaking of these things said dodgod was
determined in these days to have a tried
people aAa he had in former times and that
he would feel after their heartstringsheartstrings and
try them in every way possible for them to
be tried and if he could have invented
anything that would have been more keenkeea
cuteeute and trying than that which he re
quires of abraham he would have done it
but that no doubt was one orof the greatest
trials thatthal could bavenave been inflicted on any
human being notice the old gentleman
tottering along with his son brooding over
the promises orof god and the pecpeculiarpecullartillar de-
mand now made upon him says iehe isaac
let us go up into the mourimountaintain herehore
anandd offeroffar a sacrifice to the lord 11 and hebe
tookook him along they ascend the mounmountaintaiotaia

they gather together some rocks and toge-
ther build an altar they gather the fuel
indand place it on that aaltartar and when every
thing is prepared isaac says father
here lais the altar and here is the wood but
where is the sacrifice what would the
feelings of a father be under suchsuon circum-
stances says hebe with a heart gushing
wwithith sorrowfullyborrowsorrow tullfull emotions my son god
will prepare himself and finally
the old man gave hishia son to understand
that he was the sacrifice and he bound
him and placed him on the wood upon the
altar and lifted the knife to strike the fatal
blow and while his arm was outstretched
ibe nordbord saying abraham lay
unotot thine hand upon the ladiad for the lord
shall provide thee a sacrsacrificelaceidee and he
loclot ked round and found a ram in a thicket1

rudand hebe placedminced it on the altar and offered a
burnt offering before thefordthe lordbord thefordthe lord
then tood him aside and said lift up

thine eyes eastward westward northward
and southward forfon to thee and to thy seehgeelseelseed
after thee will I1 give this land and thy
seed shall be as numerous as the stars in
heaven and like the sand on the 8beabeba shore
so shall they be innumerable andknol in bless-
ing I1 will bless thee and in multiplying I1will multiply thee and in thee and in thy
seed shall all the families of the earth be
blessed the lord proved him and
found him faithful in all things that was
a severe test to human nature but there
were other ideas crowding on his mind
that were tenton thouthousandsancisauci times more for

than these paternal feelings which
kushedgushed and welled up in hisbis bosom when
told to offer up his son as a sacrifice what
was it why the lord had told him that
he would make of him a nation and a mul-
titude of nations and that hebe be the
father of many nations and yet hebe told
him to go and offer up his only son and
he was an old man and his wife an old
woman and it was not only the idea orof
taking the life of his son that was crowding
upon his mind buthut ane cutting him off in
regard to posterity and the promdromsessessea thatgod had made to himmon in regard to the
magnitude of the peoples that should arise
from him or from his loins and leaving
him aaitaas it were a dry root helpless
hopelesshofeleho 9 tottering on the grave without
anyny heirheln paul very justly remarks that
in the midst of all thee things he stag-
gered not through unbelief but was

falthfaith giving glory to god believing that
he from whom he had reeorecoreceivedived him as it
were from the dead woula be able if hebe
hadbad even slaughtered hisbis son to raise him
from the dead he was strong in faith
says paul giving glory to god he had
hwdhad the visions of his mind unfolded in
regard to tuethe future he had looked through
the dark vista of future agesagea inspired by
the spirit orof revelation he contemplated
the purposes of god as aney rolled forth in
all their majesty and glory and power and
considered that he waswits to be one of thegreat actors in this greatgrout world drama that
should be exhibited in the after ages of time
and in the eternities that were to comejesus said of him abraham bawmaw my day
andaud was gladklad 11 but he SAW in this appar-
ently all his hopes blastedblastbd but notwith-
standing hebe had faith and confidence imiagod and he stood there like the beaten
anvil to the stroke or the sturdy oak defy-
ing all storms and blasts and influences
Hhe was strong in faith giving glory to god
nothing but the spirit of revelation could
have given him this confidence and it was
that which sustained him under these
peculiar

he then told him that by and by his
seed should go down into bondage inegypt1 and should remain there four hun-
dred years and that then they would beb a
ddeliveredeliellvered he also made promises con-
cerning his posterity telling that they
should inherit that land andarld yet singular
to say notwithstanding these revelations
and promises from the lord several thou-
sand yearsjears after when stephen was refer-ring to these promises he said he gave
him none inheritance in it no nnot0 t so much
as to set hisbis foot but he told him that heha
would give it to him and to his seed after
him forfoe an everlasting inheritance andas we have to do with a truthful god and
with eternal things we expect that these
promises will be literally fulfilled and thatgod will accomplish all things that be-
spoke to him pertaining to his seed butnut
there was one peculiarity about this that I1wish to notice in connection with ahers
that when god gave revelations to the hu
man family in the different ages of the
world it was particularly adapted to thetha
circumstances in which they were placed
they were not dependent as christians are
now bimhimsimplyply on the bible or upon some old
revelation from which they could learnmanyggreat things but they could not
learne r wasvas necessary what plan it was
proper for them to adopt under the pecu-
liar circumstances in which they were
placed

we find in continuing the history ofththeseeseeme things that after the children of is-rael had been in egyptEagypt for a length of timegod sent them a deliverer hebe raised unupmoses and inspired him with the principle
of revelationrc told him he had a work forlor
him totc do that he was to deliver israel
from tegale bondage that had been placed
epou them by the egyptian kings moses
shrank from the responsibility and told
the lord that he was a man orof stammer-
ing tongue and of slow speech and that
be was not competent to perform a work
of such magnitude the lord told himnever to mind it would be altall right that
he would provide a spokesmanopokesman for him lainaaron his brother and atronairon should be a
mouthpiece to the people and moses should
be as a god to aaron and dictate him in the
course that he should take and this very
moses gives us an account otof all the his-
tories that we have in relation to the deal-
ings of godgd with the human family nomflomadams dav until the time in which bheB
lived there was som othinethin9 pecullarpeculiar aboutabout
the mission that hebe bad heile was sent on
several occasions to present himself before
the egyptian king with a message from
the lord that he should letiet hisbis people is-rael go and in these various messages you
will find just as i stated before the reve
lations that he had were adapted to the par-
ticular circumstances he was placed in hewaswan not told to build a city as enoch had
been and to gutherkutherg uther a people together to beba
translated hehewawarwai not toldtont to build an arkas noah did tie was not told to leave his
fathersfathera house and go to10 a strangestrause land asaa


