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THE PRESIGENT OF PERU.
Lima, Peru, April 27, 1898

It was In company with Mr. Richard'year than the former.

SALT LAKE CITY, UTA

tionjst, the president of Peru. He s
now, 1 judge, between fifty and sixty
vears of age, probably nearer the latter
He Iz about flve

R. Neal, the secretary of our legation feet six inehes in height, but his miil-

at Lima, that [ called upon the presi-|tary
His excellency  taller,
had appointed 2 p. m. for the audlence, | black

dent this afternoon.

bearing makes him loock
He WS dreased in a
broadeloth sult with a

and at that hour we entered the vast,: ¢cameo medalllon upon his white tie.

low, one-story bullding which forms
the White House and government
offlices of this republie. Soldlers In
ubiforms of white duck, with guns at
thelr sides, guarded the doors, and as
we entered the hall we papgsed by a
company of infantry ready for lmme-
diate actlon in case of revolution. Ad-
ditional guns stood in racke againat the
walls, and my surroundings were those
of a fortress rather than a couniry
where the people are supposed to rule.
Thils s, you know, a land of revolu-
tions. President Plerola eame In after
many months of hard fighting, and In
the houses and churches of Llma you
may Yet see the marks whire cannon
balls and Dbullets went ecrashing
through. For days the president be-
sleged the clty. °‘Lhe opposing factions
had @Gatling guns trained upon onec
another, and they swept the satreets.
The dead were carried out each morn-
ing by the cartload, and there were go
many dead horsea that they were not
buried, but were covered with coal ofl.
and, a mateh having been applled, were
thua consumed. Wlith the new prest-
dent, Pierola, In and the old president,
Caceres, banished, ther was peace and
a new govermment, and there is peace
today. The present administration has
been in power for several years. Tt is
more progressive than any adminlstra-
tion Peru has had for a long period,
and under it the country j§8 steadlly
improving. There i an oppositlon
party, however, and Presldent Plerola
is too good a soldier to sleep on hls
arms, He keeps his troops in good o:-
der, and you find soldiers almoal every-
where present.

As we went further Into the palace
we passed a number of offlcers In uni-
form and then proceeded through one
ant! room after another, until we came
into the office of the president’s private
secretary, the J. Addison Porter ot
Peru. This man was even more suave
than our Mr. Porter. He told us that
the palace, the president and himaelr
were at my disposal that his ex-
cellency would recelve me at once. He
went out, and & moment later ughered
Mr. Neal and myself into a large hall
furnjshed not unllke one of our public
reception rooms at Washington. In the
center of the room as we entered stova
a stralght, hands®me man with an eye
as bright as that of an eagle. Hia
features were striking, and his strong
nose and mouth those of a lJeader or
men. Hls forehead was very high, and
the white curl which hung down upon
It wae twisted about after the style or
our once American dictator, Roescoe
Conkling, while hls brown whiskers
were trimmed after the fashlon of
Eouis Napoleon. It was Nicholas
Pjerola, the famous South Amerfcan
statéeman, general, patriot and revolu-
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He stepped toward us as we came [n
adn shook hands with me upon my pre-
sentation. He asked me to take a seat
on & sofa, and, with his own hands,
brought a chailr and sat down beslde
me. He chatted for some time with me
A8 t0 my trip, and said he was glad to
have an American journalist come to
Peru, as he felt that hls country sas
not properly known in North Aemriea.
During  the conversation, in  which
Becretary Neal acted a® Interpreter, his
excelleney referred to the wonderful
mineral and agrieuitural poss!ibilities of
Peru. He said that {ts mineral regions
had not been oarefully prospeoted, that
{ts surface svas hardly scratehed and
that if It had the proper amount of
capltal and the right sort of Imml-
gration it would be one of the richest
countries of the continent. Upon my
asking his excellency Mow he regarded
the introduction of American money, he
replied that Peru would be glad to wel-
come any Amerieana that might come,
and that there were many safe inveat-
mente here which would yleld s profita-
ble _retitrn. He was anxious, he sald,
to see an increased trade between the
sister republies of the United States
and Peru, and hoped that ome of the
transisthmian ecanals would be pushed
to its.completion with that end in view,

puring the audjence 1 toid his excel-
leney of a c¢hat I had with President
MeKinley Just before leaving Wash-
fngton, in which our Presldent stated
his anxiety that the two continents
should have better trade relations and
that the business bhetween them should
be greatly increased. In his talk with
me President McKinley stated his posi-
tion om this matter in strong terms,
sayving that the foundation for all sueh
relations waa.peace and friendship, and
that 1 might state his hope that peace
would continue, for without it business
could not endure. President Plerola
heartily assented to this, He sald he
wns able to state that Peru was ipn a
safe and settled condition, and that he
thought 1t would econtlnue s0. He re-
ferred to the Monroe doctrine, with
which he sald he was in thorough ge-
cord, saying that the republics of this
hemisphere should support, aild angd
Ralta at its hend, and Plerola came
defend one another in the protection of
their rights as free governments. At
this polnt the new minister from Boll-
via, whose reception had been fixed to
follow mine, was announced and our
very pleasant talk was brought to a
close.

The statesmen of South Amerlea
have much more eventful lives than
politielans of the United Btates, Pres-
ldent Plerola’s eareer has been one of
romantic ups and downs. He is the
aon of a famous acientist and lliter-
ateur, his father having been president
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'of a university and a co-worker with

Humboldt, Slr Humphrey Davy and
Dr. Yon Tschudi, the noted Austrian
philosopher and traveler. President
Plerola was educated in Europe, and
while a student in Paris he married
the daughter of the Emperor Iturbide
of Mexico. He began his life’s work
as an editor here in ILima, but the
presjdent he supported was ousted by
4 revolution under Gen., Pardo, and
Plercla was banished, Then there was
another revolution with Presideni
Balta at its head and Plerola came
back to Idma aa secretary of tLhe
treasury. He was secratary at the
time that Meiggs, the American, In-
augurated a great system of rallroads
and publle improvements, and together
they made the money tlow faster than
the river Rimac, in trying to davelop
Peru.  Ex-Presldent Pardo now again
appeared with another army and drove
Balta and Plerola out. This was just
twenty vears ago. Several years later
came the war with Chile, and Plerola
was c¢alled back as one of the comm
manders of the Peruvian troops. His
army was defeated and ft was charged
a't the time that he had sold out to the
Chileans. In the meantime President
Pardohad fled the country and Pierola
became dietator. The Qhileans having
conquered, refused to recognize him,
Ay they knew he would not consent to
glves up the rich nitrate flelds, -which
were the real cause of the war., They
then put up one of thelr own tools as
president and Pierola was banished a
third time. He fied to Franee and did
not return untll Gen. Caceres was
president, in 1886. Caceres was, I am
told, & highway robber of the first
magnitude. Hlis wife, who was orlgin-
ally a rabona, a woman following the
army, was with him in his peculations
and concessons, and privileges werse
s0ld by them, the funds pocketed and
the money sent to Parls to be deposii-
ed to Carceres’ private account there.
Such actions created a strong anti-
Caceres party, and Pierola came back
to run for president. Caceres was
afrald of him, and having concealed
30me guns on Plerola's estate, sent sol-
diers to find them and charge Plerola
with treason. This was done and
Plerola was brought to Lima and here
confined in the palace. One day =a
French lady friend ecalled upon him.
She was admitted. 8he changed clothes
with Plerola In hils cell, and when the
guards came !n later on they found
that Plerola had passed out {n her
clothes, and that all that was left of
him were his brown whiskers lying on
the floor, where they had dropped
when he had cut them off.

Plerola fled to the mountains, ralsed
an army and declared war. MHe fought
in the mountalns for some time, and
months later, In 1835, appeared bhefore
Lima with 2,800 men and dared Presi-
dent Caceres to come out and fight him,
Caceres had 4,000 soldlers, but he forti-
fled the elty and remained jnside. One
morning at daybreak Pierola broke
through the guards, and, with his

troops, made his way right up to the
front of the palace. 'There was an en-



