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THE BATTLE OF MANILA.

The following very interesting letter
.anent the battle of Manila In which
the Utah boys participated, comes from
a former employe of the Co-operative
Wagon and Machine company In this
cliy:

Camp Dewey, Near Manlla,
August 4, 15898,

Dear Feliow Employes and Friends:

° When 1 left the city of the Saints, a
‘poor, unsophisticated little “ink deal-
er,”” I had formed an idea that all we
.had to do was to gel to Manlla, and
we would be at Manjla. Well, we are
at Manila and yet we are not at
Munlla. I thought all we had to do
wap to walk into the town and “bum’
for a few monihs and then come back
home heroes. As usual, I was “out on
g Jimb”’ and got called. The beautl-
ful (?) city of Manila Is 3% miles from
here, but the aand around the gates
scorches your [eet so we don™t like to
go in. The Spanish are very hoapit-
.able, and freely Invite us up, bui the
food they have for us is largely com-
posed of hot Ingredients, and as many
of us came from a country somewhat
cooler than this we are afrald ithe
aforesald food may somewhat impalr
our Indigestion.

When I left my Ma and Pa some
one ( a great many “some ones') told
me the Spanish were cowards, couldn':
fight, and would surrender just as soon
as I asked them to.

You can put it down as being
stralght that they can fight; are not
cowards, and would not surrender If I
asked them too. We had a little three-

round contest #the other night. You
may hear of It befare you get this
letter. ]

The wall around Manila is 25 or 30
feet hvigh and 20 or 25 feet thick. The
Spanish trenches are about 300 yards
from the wall and can evidently be
eagily entered from the city by tun-
.nels under the wall. The trenches are
not as high as ours. The wall, trenches,

and insurgents’ trenches extend all
-around the city. ‘
Our trenches are about 700 yards back

‘of the Spanish trenches, and extend
. fromm the coast i« the road; a distance of
L270 yards, The Insurgents are supposed
to have control of the trenches extend-
‘Ing from the road on the right clean
_around the clty. There were no insur-
_gents around us at all the night of the
 fight.

QOur trenches are about 6 feet high, b
feet thlek at the top and about 12 feet
thick at the bottom. One hundred
fyards back of our intrenehments are a
‘portlon of trenches which were turned
“over to us by the Insurgents as a basis
‘of operations. Here (in the 0ld trench)
is where the first American artillery
was planted on the field. This was on
July 29th, and the first two guns were
the first and second. sectlon guns of
‘Battery A. The first gun of Amerlean
‘artiitery fired In this war was the gun
‘belonging to my section. C. E. Varian
wus the gunnper. This, however, was
on the night of the 3ist.

On the morning of the %lst, about
2:30 a, m., Lleut, Naylor had the two
guns brought uD into the new lntrench-
ments. The Colorado Loys built-the in-
trenchment on the night of July 29th,

. One of Battery B’s guns was brought
up on the new intremchment on July
30th. The Spaniards must have =seen
this gun brought up as it was done In
the day time. But I do not think they
knew about our other three guns. An
embrasure about three feet wide and
made In four places In the intrenchment
and some of the matting made of bam-
boo by the natlves was laid over the
Jfront. These mats were then covered
,with about 6 lneches of loose earth thus
.making the intrenchment appear un-
brokep. Thizs no doubt decelved- the
Bpanish.

a¢

On the pight of July 3lst our force
was a4 follows: Four companies of the
Tenth Pennsylvania and fifteen men
from each of Utah’s battertes Including
officers. Qur lieutenant was Gibbs and
B's Grow. It happened to be my turn
to go up—or not exactly my turn but
the regular order of men went up from
the battery. As I was ranking sergeant,
I went and gunners Varian and Kneass

}were to handle the guns. Bach gunnper
had five men under him, and one ex.
ira man for-the two detachments.

The men in Varian's detachment
were: No. 1. Privates Duflin, G, Na.
2, Jacohsen, No. 3, Peters, No. 4, Leav-
er, No. b6, Nlelsen. In Kneass: No.
1, Privates Robinson, No. 2, Ryan,
No, 3, Doty, No 4, Jensen, No. 5, Mor-
gan, extra Private Robinson. I do
not know who the men were in battery
B, but they are all heroes.

Two companies of the Tenth Penn-
sylvania were back a mile from the
entrenchments as a reserve, and two
companles of the same reglment were
out making our proposed entrench-
ment extenslons. About twenty of
the Pennsylvania men were out as out-
posts directly im front of where their
men were working. This makes the
force in the entrenchments four com-
panies of sixty men each, 240; fiftaen
battery B, fifteen battery A, were
thirty men; total, 270.

There may have been more
sixty men to their companies, but I
don't think mso. Understand, the Penn-
sylvania regiment was In the trenches
above. No other command. It was
thelr turn. They were armed wlith
the 46 caliber Springfield rifle, the same
as the N. G. U. has.

A little hexagonal buildlng was oc-
cupied by some Spanigsh sharpshooters,
nand also contalned a rapid fire gun.
We wanted to blow this up during the
day tlme on the 3lst, but the orders
forbid our artillery firlng unless com-
pelled to do so to resist an attack. A
square building dlrectiy on our in-
trenchments was a monastery origin-
| ally occupied by the Spanish before we
came. The Spanish had been driven
out by the insurgents, who took pos-
segslon, until they, In turn, were
driven out by the Spanish artillery,
at the time we took possession, it was
vacated and completely riddled with
shot and shell, Two of our guns, "A.,”
were on the right of it, and “B's” two
guns on the left. The gun pumbered
1 war run hy Gunner Kneass and No.
2 hy Gunner Varlan.

Up to noon on the 31st we had occas-
slonal shots from Spanish sharpshooters
but after that time all was qulet—too
qulet In faet, for their complete silence
wag ominous. The Spaniarda were at
Maso all day, and at night had vespers.

At about 10:30 a.m. ¢one of the out-
posts discerned what he thought was a
man, and fired two shots in quick sue-
cesslon at him. He was answered by a
gingle report from the Spamsh. In a
few more minutes our outposts fired a
j volley, and shortly after a volley rang
lout from the direction in which our
outposts had fired. Qur outposts were
gradually working back Lo the entrench-
-ments, but just before they reached
| them, the Spanish fired {rom the sea
' ecoast on our left, and ps far to the
right as we could see. This was at
11:20 p.m., and they kept up this firlng
untfl nearly 2:30 a.m., or nearly three
, hours and ten milnoutes.

| As soon a3 they opened fire, all we
could see was & sheet of flame about
eighteen inches wide and over a mile
long. The Pennsyivania four companies
under Major Cuthberson returned the
fire, and all you could hear was the
crack of rifles, commands of officers and
the songs the balls sang as they came
whistling over our heads. The two
companies back in the reserve and the

than

f,. - :
two comrpanies of outposts' came to our

asslatance immediately,” making our
force 8 empalnes artillerygfact,ithpa -
force eight compnales Infantry—480;
artillery, 30, of 610 were In all.

We {(artillery) had been cautioned
not to fire unless absclutely compelled
to do so, and we must have stood there
for nearly half an hour listening to all
the music without takeing any part
But finally the Spanish came so close
we could hear their Mau-
ser's magazines working. {The
Mauser is a gun about the same style
as the Kragg-Jorgensen) and we knew
they must be nearly on us. It was then
we received the command to "load,”
and immedlately after “fire.” The gun
belonging to my sectlon blazed away
first threw up our masking thirty-five
or forty feet into the air. Thls was the
signal for the other three guns and soon
all four were pegging away with
achrapnel punched at zero.

Now a word of explanation might
not be amiss here. A shrapnel shell,
such as we use ls aboul eleven inches
long and nearly the same diameter as
the gun (necessarily). I say "nearly’”
asg it is not guite. A band of copper
about one half of an inch wide ex-
tends around the shell about one and o
half or two inehee from the base. This
is of soft copper and prevents the shell
from otherwise tearing or injuring the

rifling of the cannon. The shell it-
self ig8 of lron, hollow, taperng to a
point. Thickness of shel] sides about

one-four.h 1o one-half ineh. Each shell
contains 228 balls the size of a good
rifie bali, and four ounces of explosive
to explode the same.

|  The exploding of the shell is done by
" means of a fuse in the top of the sheil
running around !n a spinal whieh ex-
tends (from top to bottom) aboui two
and a half Inches long the shell golng
in a splral around tt. The spiral fuse
iz protected by a brass cap which fits
around the shell completely enclosing
[t. In this cap are ninety holes punc-
tured (In ours) which are divided Into
fifteen seconds. Each second Is sub-
divided Inte sixths. These holes are
punched by means of a small “gusner's
punch” but as both our punches broke,
we were forced to punch ours with
gafety pins. When the hole |s punched
it. connects the fuse with the [four
ounces of explosive. The fuse is ig-
nlted by the dlscharge and when the
tlme at which the fuse is punched .ex-
! pires, the shell explodes. We began by
punching ours at one seconua and from
0 to 4 b-6, we alternately used the time
limit as the Spanish advanced and re-
treated.

Our fire must have put many of them
on the “bum.” Many of the Infantry,
boys sald when we fired many men
went up from among ‘he Dons. Wa
almed high, low, and swept their ranks
right and left, FEome |dea of the dan-
ger our men were in, and particilarly
the gunners, may be forted whin you
take into eonslderation ‘ithe fact that
we were placed In the worst posaible
position any light artillery ever had,
We were from 75 to 700 yards from
shedr infantry, according as they ad-
vanced or retreated, and their rapid
fire guns were continually pouring 1t
into us. A perfect rain of bullets con-
tinually poured into ug from 11:20 un-
‘LIl 2:30. We had some old G. A. R. men
among the Tenth Penn. and they al}
sald the Spanish fire was the most se-
vere they ever experlenced. An open
space four feet wide l2il open our gun
and through thls space bullets contin-
vally “pinged.” After each shot our
guns would recoll fifteen feet, and ‘he
gunner, No. 1, 2, and % or b had 'to run
the gun “by hand to the front” back
into place. The gun was then swabbed,
the shell Ingerted and rammed, into
‘place, the powder (cartridge) inserted,



