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BAVLEBATTUE or MANILA

rii followingfolio wing verbvery interesting letter
btbt the battle of manila in whichvSieUtahUtah boys participated comes from

former employed of the operativecooperativeco
rf wagon and machine company in this

aay
9 f camp dewey near manila
V c august 4 1898
I1 Imsewr fellowPellow employedEmp loyes and friends
H I1 afien I1 leftleft the city of the saints a
SOWrjiz unsophisticated little ink deal

r ret I1 hadbad formed an idea that all we
wdlad to do was to get to manila and
ree would be at manila well we are

VAat manila and yet we are not at
r HB feUa I1 thought auall we had ito ddo0

to walk into the town and bum
ite ter a few months and then come back

altaeteX toe heroes As usual I1 was out on
iamb and gotgat called the

1 l lal city of manila Is 3 miles from
r heye but theithe sand around the gates

perchesKerches your feet so we dont like to
gwggoinoiin the spanish are very holepit

tandand freely invite us up bulbui the
theyhey have for us is largely com

sed of hot ingredients and as many
iott us came from a country somewhat
cooler than this we are afraid theithe
aforesaidgore sald food may somewhat impair

faterr alir indigestion
when I1 lemleft my ma and pa somesome

a great many some ones toltoldd
z teeine the spanish were cowards

t t and would surrender just as soony S I1 asked them to
youtou can put it down as beinbeingg

that they can fight are not
jr j cowards and would not surrender if I1

5 askachedd them tootau we hadbad a little thrlethree
r f contest the other night you

may hear of it before you get this
Y
6 the wallwail around manila is 25 or 30
W feet high and 20 or 25 feet thick the
ta trenches axeare about yards
f fromfam the wall and can evidently be

esaly entered from the city by tun
under the wall the trenches are

r high as ours the wall trenches
aad insurgentsBurgentsin trenches extend aliall

nd the city
U low trenches are about yards back

ameie spanish trenches and extend
the coast t the road a difdistancetance of

yards the insurgents are supposed
havee control of the trenches extend

ifton the road on the right clean
undnd the city there were no ansur

t around us at all the night of the
t
itr trenches areacre about 6 feet high 5
thick att the top and about 12 feet

k at the bottom one hundred
i back of our entrenchmentsments are a
snn of trenches which were turned

sa to us by the insurgents as a basis
taerations here in the old trench

where the first american artillery
canted on the field this was on

and the first two guns were
first and second section gunsgans of

wf A the first gun of americanaitery fired in thia war was the gun
gang to my section C E varian
the gunner this however was

abexe night of the
the morning of the slotslat about

a na naylor had the two
brought up into the new

PT it the colorado boys built the in
ent on the night of july

90 of battery Bs guns was brought I1

onjeo the new anent on july
the spaniards must have seen

B tern brought up as it was done in
aday time but I1 do not think they

faaboutout our other three guns an
wirere about three feet wide and

atto four places in the
vae otof the matting made of bam

W aate natives was laid over the
these mats were then covered
aitt 6 inches orof loose earth thus

thebe appear un
abdo no doubt deceived the

iwasI1 on the night ot01 july hat our force
was as follows pourfour companiesea of the
tenth pennsylvania and fifteen men
from each of batteriesbatterlea including
officers our lieutenant was gibbs and
Bs grow it bapphappenedened to be my turn
to go up or not exactly rnymy turn but
the regular order of men wwtwentt up from
the battery As I1 was ranking sergeantserg pant
1I went and gunners varian and kneass
were tofro handle the guns eachbach gunner
had five men under him and one ex-
tra man for the two detachments

the men in cariansVa rians detachment
were no 1 privates duffin G no
2 jacobsen no 3 peters no 4 leav-
er no 65 nielsen in kneass no
1 privates robinson no 2 ryan
no 3 doty no 4 jensen no 65 mor-
gan extra private robinson I1 do
not know who the men were in battery
B but they are all heroes

two companies of the tenth penn-
sylvania were back a mile from the
entrenchments as a reserve and two
companies of the same regiment were
out making our proposed entrench-
ment extensions about twenty of
the pennsylvania men were out as out-
posts directly in front of where their
men were working this makes the
force in the entrenchments four com-
panies of sixty men each fifteen
battery B fifteen battery A were
thirty men total

there may have been more than
sixty men to their comcompaniesDantes but I1
dont think so understand the penn-
sylvaniasyl vanta regiment was in the trenches
above no other command it was
their turn they were armed with
the 45 caliber springfield rifle the same
as the N G U has

i
A little hexagonal building was oc-

cupied by some spanish sharpshooters
and also contained a rapid fire gun
we wanted to blow this up during the
day time on the but the orders
forbid our artillery firing unless com-
pelled to do so to resist an attack A
square building directly on our in
trench ments was a monastery origin-
ally occupied by the spanish before we
came the spanish had been driven
out by the insurgents who took pos-
sessionseiision until they in turn were
driven out by the spanish artillery
at the time we took possession it was
vacated and completely riddled with
shot and shell two of our guns A
were on the right of it and Bs two
guns on the leftleft the gun camberedcumberedcumbpumbe eredred
1 was run by gunner kneass and no
2 by gunner varianup to noon on the slat we had
atonal shots from spanish sharpsharpshooterssho oters
but after that time all was quiet too
quiet in fact for their complete silence
was ominous the spaniards were at
maso all day and eftat night had vespers

at about 10301080 am oneione oiof the out-
posts discerned what he thought was a
man and fired two shots in quick suc-
cession at him he was answered by a
single report from the spanish in a
few more minutes our outposts fired a
volley and shortly after a volley rang
out from the direction in which our
outposts had fired our outposts were
gradually working back to the entrench-
ments but just before they reached
them the spanish fired from the sea
coast on OUTour left and as far to the
right as we could see this was at
1120 pm and they kept up this firing
until nearly am or nearly three
hours and ten minutes

As soon as they opened fire all we
couldbould see was a sheet of flame about
eighteen inches wide and over a mile
long the pennsylvania four companies
under major cuthberson returned the
fire and all you could hear was the
crackcrack of rifles commands of officers and
the sags the balls sang as they carcamene

aHat ng oyereyer our bheads thethe two
companies back in the reserve indand the

t
twoiwa companies of outposts came to bur
asalassistant 1 immediately making dovw
force 8 cmpaines hoei
force eight compnales infantry
artillery30 of were in all

we artillery had beezybeen cautionedionea
not to fire unless absolutely compelledcompelldd
to do so and we must have stood theft
for nearly half an hour listening to apall
the music without takping any partparl
but finally the spanish came so close

i we could hear their mau
sers magazines working themamauseruser is a gun about the same style
as the bragg jorgensen and wbwe knewkne
they must be nearly on us it was then
we received the command to load
and immediately after fire 1 the yn
belonging to my section blazed away
first threw up our masking thirty five
or forty feet into the air this was the
signal for the other three guns and soonSOM
all four were pegging away with

nel punched at zero
now a word of explanation might

not be amiss here A shrapnel shell
such as we use is about eleven inches
long and nearly the same diameter as
the gun necessarily I1 say nearly
as it is not quite A band of copper
about one half of an inch wide ex-
tends

at-
tends around the shell about one and a
half or two inches from the base this
is of soft copper and prevents the shell

1 from otherwise tearing or injuring the
rifling of the cannon the shell lt
self is of iron hollow tapering to a
point thickness of shell sides about
one fouchfour ji to one halthalf inch each shell
contains balls the size of a good
rifle ball and four ounces of explosive
to explode the same

the exploding of the shell is done by
means of a fuse in the top of the shell
running around in a spinal
tends from top to bottom about two
and a half inches long thefhe shell going
in a spiral around it the spiral fusefus
is protected by a brass cap which fisit
around the shell completely
it in this cap are ninety holes annc
aured in ours which are divided intoinlo
fifteen seconds each second is sub-
divided into 91sixtussixthsX these holes are
punched by means of a small guOgunerinerl
punch but as both our punches
we were forced to punch ours with
safety pins when the hole is pt
it connects the fuse with the bw
ounces of explosive the fuse hiis
kited by the discharge and when the
time at which the fuse is punched ex
pires the shellshelf explodes we began by
punching ours at one second and from
0 to 4 565 6 we alternately used the dellb
limit as the spanish advadvancedaneed and re-
treated I1 1

I1

our firefare must have put many of
on the bum many of the infantry
boysbays saldsaid when we fired manymady gift
went up from among the donsdonft Wwe
aimed high low and swept their tanka
right and left some idea otof the dan-
gerge our men were in and particularly
the gunners may be fformed whan
take into consideration theithe fact that
we were placed in the worst
position any light artillery vereverL hotdh
we ware from 75 to yards fram
theirthedr infantry according as theynathey w
danced or retreated and their rapid
fire guns were contincontinuallyualay pouring it
into us A perfect rain of bullets con-
tinually poured into us from 1120 w
til we had some old G A R nram
among the tenth penn and they Ab
said the spanish fire was the mostmoat 06
vere they ever experienced arlan 0
space lourfour feet wide laid open
and through this space bulletsbulletsetbulletseo

I1

bally pingedhingedpinged after each shoshe
guns would recoil fifteen feetteet aad
gunner no 1 2 and 83 or 8 had tot 0
the gungua by hand to theta fro
into jace th gunAM ea
the chell I1 ted andaan da
watt the arcartrrfl r


