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that fall in battle many of them are
wives and mothers women of dignity
and education not coatsecoarse and shame-
less amazons such as the spanish au-
thoritiesties have described As a race
the cuban women are most truehearttrue heart
ed simple and domestic in the civilized
world devoted to their homes and ador-
ing their husbands and children they
axeare ardent patriots too and have shown
themselves stronger than their lords
in adversity and more serene in mar

but their cheeks grow pale
at the thought of innumerable crimes
committed upon their sex in this and
other cuban wars the first went to the
field with their husbands and fathersfathen
torfor the sake of protection while mis-
rule prevailed through the island
spanish soldiers and murderous

infesting the highways looting planta-
tions and perpetrating all manner of
atrocities no woman was satesafe at home
without her natural protector in some
oasescases gentle ladlesladies were transformedd
into avenging furies seeing their loved
onesonce butchered afterwards they fought
shoulder to shoulder with their hus-
bands led daring raids and applied the
torch in a thousand places and some
of them now sleep in unmarked graves
many women not trained or red
cross nurses and caring for the sick
and wounded in insurgent camps
children have been born upon the
battlefieldbattle field whose mothers did not fear
death so much as the horrors that
might await them at home

mrs kate mastersonmaster son whoano oyby
way has written some most graphic
pictures of life in Cuba speaks of cuban
women in the wearwar as follows z

from this beautiful summer land
one cry goes up which is heard over the
din of battle and the clash of arms it
Is the wail of the desolate women
they are mourning for their loved ones

J and their tears are falling upon newi-
t made graves all over the island their

soft eyes have looked upon eastly bon
3 fires in which the bodies of their bablesbabies
1 I have been the fuel which fed the

flaxflamesnes their cry Is more eloquent
i than all the ruin and desolation in this

fair land of graves like the easter
s lilies bent and stained with patriot

blood like the roses trampled in the
earth and drenched with mire are the
hearts of these poor women many of
them have lost all they possess through

j this war not only husbands sons and
daughters relatives and friends but

tf their plantations have been burned and
their fortunes swept away they are

I1 willing to give everything to cubarcuba
I1 glad to see their sugar cane go up in
f smoke since thereby its revenue will

be lost to spain some of them sold
p their jewels when all their money was
b gone in order to send medicine and lint

to the rebels in every cuban home a
sumbum is set aside out of each days
household money to send to the field

there have been traitors in cuba
but they were never women As a rule
they are better conspirators than their
faifathers and brothers because they
know the value of silence they are
tireless and successful in theft efforts
to get food and medicine to the rebels
and word from one scattered band to
another delicate senoritassenoritas reared in
southern seclusion dressed in boys
clothes steal out at night to the near-
by haunts of lovers or brothers in the
long grass as the insurgent camps

are called they secrete food in false
pockets hide letters whose envelopes
have been dipped in ink in their abun-
dant black hair carry medicine in their
cloth for clothes or bandages in the lin-
ingindofof their garments one girl the
only daughter of a once vwealthy fam-
ily has many times carried dynamite
to the woods in egg shellsabells deftly put
together disguised as a vendor she
has had many thrilling experiencesexperiencesv
her narrowestnarowest escape waswaa when a span-
ish soldier stole the basket of supposed
eggs and prepared to cook them by

the wayside nothing saved her then
but the sudden call from headquarters
which the soldier dare not disobey

there laIS no ent to the well authen-
ticated stories that are told in this
line here are a few of them the
very first insurgent bandbaand of the present
war had its romance it started in
matanzasMaitan zas province and its chief was
antonio lopez coloma in february of
95 while his party were hiding in the
woods near tha ignacia sugar mill his
fiancee senorita ampardampara obre ran
away from home and joined him deter-
mined to share his fortunes whatever
they might be the party were soon
captured and the lovers shut up in the
old san severino castle at matanzas
but at opposite ends of the fortress the
girl was soon released but coloma re-
mained some months in durance vile
and was then transferred to the morro
in havana miss obre followedtolfolowed and
they were married in prison

before village was garris-
oned some arms belonging to a local
company of volunteers were gathered
in a certain house the rebel chief
estebanEstef ban hearing of this went
with fifty followers to the residence of
the captain of the spanish volunteers I1

and demanded that the arms be given
up to him no resistance was made
and and his men were soon
provided with guns and cartridges
only to discover that they had been
rendered useless disappointment
made the rebels furious the spanish
captain was quickly court
ordered to be shot forthwith and the
customary number of men were de-
tailed to carry out the sentence at
the critical moment when the victim
stood looking into the muzzles of the
rifles aimed at his breast a young
woman sprang between and facing the I1

rebels cried he will not die before
you have killed a cuban woman this
brave act of devotion so pleased the i

executionersexecutioners that they lowered their
guns and left without carrying out the
sentence

among the early dramatic incidents I1

of the waxwar was a marriage ceremony
performed at dawn in the mountains
of puerto principe don a
handsome well educated young manmaji
heir to a large estate was one of the
first to enlist with gomez as a private
he has fought bravely and been ad-
vanced step by step till he is nowno
major of a regregimentament recruited by him-
self from his 0ownwn neighborhood com-
posed entirely of his personal friends
who are all finely bred young men

was in love a young girl
who lived in a amanA village near hishia
fathers estate she was in humbler
circumstances than he and the rigid
rules of cuban etiquette kept them
apart but when the young major first
marched through the town with his
splendid company otof men their
horses bridles were lra
bons and they wore I1palm wreathswreatha
twined around their hats in her honorconot
they passed the girls home and sa-
luted her as she stood on the balcony
with her mother R went in
endand asked the parents if he might

and take herheimarry their daughter
with him as he feared some harm
might befall her in his absence but i

the old folks would not consent and
finally the young lover yielded to thelitheir
wishes and marched sadly away two
days later when he had gone many
miles the girl dashed to his side
mountmounteded on a horse she had run
away from home to join her sweet-
heart that night sent a
guard of two men with an eextra horse
and empty saddle to the house of the
nearest priest the ternterrifiedfled padre
expecting to be killed despite th as-
surance of his escortescort mounted and
rode with them muttering ave marlasmarias

reached the hillsall the way they
halted lustjust bewhwhereere the regiment was

torefore daylight and as dawn broke frofrom

the east the young people were mar-
ried they are now at santa Clclaraaxa
where major has command otor

men operating with seraphineSeraphlne
sanchez and his band of

when damian hernandezmandezHe was sent
a political exile to the isle of pines
his wife accompanied him that she
might liberate him at the first oppor-
tunity one day when he was work-
ing with the other prisoners cutting
wood she engaged the guard with
whom she had previously made her-
self familiarfam iUar in friendly conversation
taking his gun on pretense of exam-
ining it she suddenly leaped back-
wards and pointing it at his head
threatened him with instant death it
he moved then her husband and his
comrades tied the unfortunate mah
and fled to the coast there they
compelled the of the schooner
margrita to sail toyfot zapata which they
reached in safety mdland later they made
their way to the revolutionary forces
where mrs hernandezmandezHe acts as nursemuree

another notable woman is the wife
of dr hernandez of san christobal
she is young and beautiful and now
in the field with her husband taking
an active part anlai thethe fighting she
had only been married a year when her
husband was called upon to organize
a band of men he came to his young
wife who was about to become a
mother and told her that he would
do just as she wil ledfor hebe felt that his
life belonged to her she answered
that she wished him to go to10
the war in a week he had raised a
band of men and as they marchedarchedin
out of town they saluted mrs hernan-
dez passing her house and shouting
viva the queen of cuba when the

baby was a ffewew weeks old the span-
iards took possession of the town one
of the lieutenants rode into the her-
nandez parlor on horsebackhorse back endand sub-
jected the young mother to threats and
insults that night she gotgat a horse
and with the child in her arms went to
join her husband riding many miles
through the cuban hills until she
ffound him

perhaps the women of san juan
martinez bear off the palm for cour-
age when the spanish troops under
corcornellell made their way to the city
the people met and took a vote as to
what course they should pursue
women casting ballots wath the men
almost without a dissenting vote they
decided to burn their city rather than
have the hated spanish soldiers de-
stroy it the men mounted all the
horses and went to join the cuban
army while the women set their homes
on fire took their children in their
arms and began the weary march toguane a town several leagues away
the spaniards reaching san juan
martanez at nightfall found the de-
serted city in flames the footsore
women
before they learned that the baffled
soldiers were on their tracks soBO they
burned that city anaa they had their ownawu
and again took to the road after
wards they burned and sevev-
eral other villages effectually cutting
off the spaniards until they reached
the protection of the cuban army

among the women of gomels forces
all of whom are the wives of his off-
icers one toIs an amerleanamerican they dress
in masculine attire as a pair of bloom-
ers has not yet arrived in cuba they
ride on fine horses with G staff
and carry mauser rifles and ammuni-
tion and though they have taken part
in several engagements have neverneve
yet been wounded
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new york may 25 A special from
key west says that the man arrestarrestedled
yesterday on board the steamer pana-
ma on of being a Spspanishantish spy
is sobral formerly naval
of the spanish legation at washington


