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REPORTI'D 1Y DAVID W, EVANS.
I ¥EEL very thankful for the privi-
lege of standing before this congre-

ation this morning, notwithstand-
fng it is with some degree of dilli-
denee; yet in common with my
brethren, I have reason to rest as-
sured that when an-elder stands up
before a congregation with a desire
to bless them with a portion of the
good news that emanates from the
eternal throne, I say I have reason
to believe that that Being whom we
serve and worship will not be un-
mindful of us,inasmuch as we draw
near unto him with eonfidence and
with prayerful hearts. I rejoiced
exceedingly at the words of our be-
Juved President, Pr sident George
A. Smith, when he requested the
congregation to lift up their hearts
in silent prayer to Jehovah, that the
elders might receive the words of
life to give unto the people. This
isour privilege, brethren and sisters,
and it is one that I esteem of the
greatest value; and when I come to
a4 meeting to listen to the words of
truth I make it an invariable rule
to lift up my heart in silent prayer
that the Lord will administer to us,
for without his aid and assistance
our words are of very little value to

the Saints,
I realize, this moraing, that I am

addressing a congregation of Lat-
ter-day Saints, If I were speaking
to the people of the world, who
kn w nothing about our holy relig-
ion, I mizut be directed to admon-
ish them to be baptized for the re-
mission of their sins. DBut I realize
that I am talking to a people who
are already acquainted with the first
principles of the gospel. I see be-
fore me those who have left all that
was near and dear to them—forsak-
en their homes, the graves of their
fathers, the associations of their
friends, and have gathered here to
gserve the true and living God—that
Being who has revealed himself in
this, the dispensation of the fulness
of times, for the winding up of the
affairs of this earth, according to
the programme that was made be-
fore the world was, Inasmuch as
we have done this, and have coven-
anted with God, the Eternal Father
that we would serve him and keep
his commandments, if I can give
you a word of comfort, or of exhor-
tation, I pray that it may be s0
given to me from God that it may
do you good.

We have had some very excel-
lent instructions given to us during
the Conference. President Young
brought the GDEFEI before us, as it
were in a nutshell, when he told us
that if there was anything geod or
beautiful, anything that savored of
virtue and righteousness, anything
that tended to true happiness, it was
a portion of the creed of the Latter-
day Saints. I use the term
‘‘creed.”’ It is of itself a word that
cireumscribes, a word that limits,
but there is no limit to our creed.
It is unbounded, it comprehends all
truth that is, was or is to be. What-
goever is good and noble, whatso-
ever tends to the salvation of the
children of men and to happify
their being here and hereafter, to
bring up, to improve, to increase
according to the order of the Gods,
that is the religion of the Latter-
day Saints, that is what constitutes
their reliiilun.

It is fashionable to designate that
as education which gives the young,
an acquaintanee with letters, num-
bers, science and philosophy; while
that which tends to a future state,
to happify hereafter and to prepare
us for the presence of God is called
by the world religion. With the
Latter-day Saints it is all education,
or it is all religion, just as you
please. That which prepares us
to live and enables us to provide for
ourselves the necessaries and com-
forts of life, as well as that which
prepares us for the presence of God
our heavenly father, that we may
dwell with him through all eternity
with us is all education or all reli-
gion. We know not where to draw
the dividing line, bearing this fact
in mind, that whatsoever is good
comes from God, and that whatso-

ever is evil comes from an evil
source,

I trust that we are awake to these
things, that we do not let the time
pass by unimproved, for to us is
committed a great and important

work—not only our own salvation
but the keys for the redemption of
the children of men from the earli-
est ages to the winding up scene.
That is the work the Latter-day
Saints have before them. It is well
to have this continually in oar
minds, that we may not trifle away
the time, but that we may be awake
to the signs that are looming up on
every hand, and pointing out, as
with the finger of Jehovah,that the
time is drawing near when he
whose right it is to reign will come
and take the kingdom. Men have
had it a long time their own way.
When I read and reflect upon the
history of the past I am led to be-
lieve that the Lord has let men
take things iuto their own hands to
a certain degree, to see what they
would do for themselves. You ull
remember the dream of Nebuchuad-
nezzar which Daniel interpreted,
wherein he saw a great image, the
head of which was of fine gold, the
breast and arms of silver. &e. Ima-
ves are the work of men’s hands,
To Nebuchadnezzar was given do-
minion over all the earth, a King-
dom which was comparatively
}}ure, and which was ceompared to
ine gold; but in process of time
the kingdom degenerated, and was
weakened and sub-divided, as rep-
resented by the feet of the image—
which were ]part of iron and part of
miry clay. But in the last days the
God of heaven was to set up a king-
dom. A kingdom that was nota

part of the image, it was not the
work of man, it was the work of
God, and was likened to a stone
cut out of the mountain without
hands. Mark the phrase—‘‘with-

\ out hands,” it was not the work of \

men, it was a stone cut out of the
mountain without hands, that is,
a Kingdom set up by God, which
was to smite this image—the work
of men, and an order of things was
to be instituted in accordance with
the mind and will of Jehovabh.

I bear testimony to you this day,
brethren and sisters, that God hus
set up this kingdom; that it has
been revealed to me, to my under-
standing, to my most positive con-
viction, so that it is no longer a mat-
of doubt or uncertainty; but it is as
substantial and real to me as the
assurance that I am. And there
are hundreds, yes, thousands in
this congregation, who could bear
the same testimony were they call-
ed upon.

Do we as Latter-day Saintsaet up
to this knowledge? %0 we bear in
mind that we have made certain
covenaunts with God, and that we
are responsible whether we keep
them or meglect them? I am
afraid brethren and sisters that, al-
though the majority of the Latter-
day BSaints are doing very well,
there are many men with talents,
gifts and abilities given them by
God, who might be bright and shin-
ing instruments in his hands, who
are negligent and who are wander-
ing after idols, and are worshipping
idols just as much as the heathen
who prostrate themselves before
things of wood and stone. What
are they doing?! Forgetful of the
great aim and object which they
should have in view as Latter-day
Saints, they wander off’ after the

things of this world, they seek to
heap
spend their time as if there were
nothing beyond the wvail. This
course is not wise, even so far as
this world is concerned, for what is

to themselves riches, nnd’

the condition of such persens to-
day? Their ideal does not give
them that true lasting happiness
that comes from God. It brings
care and anxiety, and increases the
lust for gain, and what they seek to
obtain flees further from them. The
acquisition of wealth entails great-
er responsibility as to what use the
will make of it to aequire stiﬁ
more., Looking at itin this light it
seems to me a self-evident fact, that
although we are ostensibly engaged
in seeking for and promoting our
happiness,we are onthe wrong track
when we take a course of this kind.
There is a proper course for us to
pursue in order to increase our hap-
piness. We have been thrown to-
gether on this planet, in pretty
much the same circumstances in
many respects. We are sensitive
to pleasure and to pain, we have a
desire to increase our enjoyments,
and there are many things I might
mention wherein we are all very
much alike. Now don’t you think
that the Being who created you and
me knew of a cerfain plan which,if
we would adopt, a certain course
which, if we would ;ursue, would
give us the greatest :iinount of hap-
piness?! It is a viry reasonable
conclusion.

What course is that likely to be?
| The same course that our Father in

heaven has taken before us. How
shall we get to know what that is?
Let us read the revelations, let us
refer to our beloved Savior when he
was upon the earth. What course
did he pursue? He went about do-
ing good. His admonition was to
do good to all, to love your ene-
mies, do good to them that hate
you, and to do unto others as you
would have them do to you. These
were some of the principles laid
down by our Savior and Redeemer.
He said he eame not to do his own
will, but the will of his Father.
Dou’t you think, brethren and sis-
ters, that if we were to follow these
golden rules we should see a very
different state of things to what we
now see? What would be the re-
sult if they were observed?

Cings of selfishness, lusting after the
things of the world, and craving af-
ter Babylon, we cannot expeet that
the Lord would have so little regard

for His people as to require us to

live this law,when it would be like-
1y to prove our condemnation. But
the servants of God who stand at
the head of this people, with hearts
yearning for their pro=perity, with
constant ;l)ray&ﬂ ascending to God
for the advancement of His king-
don upon the earth, have seen fit
to propose that we enter into a sys-
tem of co-operation, as a step
towards establihing this orderthat
we contemplate will exist at no dis-
tant day. What should be our feel-

(ings at hearing of the organization

of such a thing? We should give

Every | thanks and praise to Almighty God

man would be as willing to promote | that there is a chance—a door open-

the welfare and advantage of llisged—hy which we may take a step
neighbor as he would his own. | towards establising

When two went to trade together it | EXnoch.

would not be—**Now, let us see who
will get the best of the bargain,’’ or,
“I don't care what you get I want
to get as much as I can.”” The de-
sire would be that each should be
satisfied, In a state of society in
which these golden rules were ob-
served by all, there would be no
grinding the face of the poor that
the riech might pile unto themselves
wealth, which is a cankerworm; no,
but we would be able to enter into
the Order of Enoch, and live it, so
that we might intensify our faith In
God and receive and understand
more of his will concerning us, and
we should see a state of things,

the Order of
It is a stepin the right di-
rection, and if we understood our
true interests we would step forth
in that direction, we would make
everything bend to it, we would
centre our faith upon it, we would
give our might and our means for
the advancement of this institu-
tion called the Co-operative Insti-

tution. It should be as the apple
of our eye. The support of this
co-operative system is just as much
acommandment of God, as I said
before, as the doctrine of baptism
for the remission of sins. ‘What
makes it so? DBecause, it has been.
revealed to us as such by the living |
oracles. And what do we eare for

which youand I have never dream-
ed of if we would overcome these
feelings of selfishness which pro-
ceed from a power that isevil and
that is opposed to our growth, and
to the progress of the %&ingdum of
God.
- Is it within our power to inaugu-
rate and bring to pass such a con-
dition of things? We have the
priesthood of the Son of God be-
queathed to us for this very pur-
pose. It isin the mind and will of
Jehovah to pour out blessings upon
His people, to increase upon them
everything that is ecalculated to
happify them here and hereafter.
He has designed to make a nation
of kings and priests, according to
His promises made to Abraham.
That promise has yet to be fulfilled,
and will as assuredly be fulfilled as
that the heavens are above us. He
would Enur out blessings on His
people, but if they are not able to
receive them, alas! they would
prove curses. He has given us laws,
and with every law given there are
conditions. If we magnify them
blessings are promised, of which
we are as sure to be the recipients
as that we live. Why are we re-
uired to pay tithing? What does
the Lord want with a tenth of our
substance? I will tell you what
He wants with it. He wants you
and me to manifest by this thing
that we are His servants, that we
respect hiscommandments, that we
do not wholly set our hearts on fil-
thy lucre, but that we do willingly,
cheerfully and understandingly
bring forth one-tenth of our sub-
stance, and say—‘''Here am I, O

the printed word, as compared with
the living oracles ? Isitnot of more
importance to you and me to know
what we should do to-day? Most
assuredly. We live in the present,

\ we live to-day, and if ‘'we live right

to-day, we are ready for to-morrow,

It 1s of the utmost importance that

we should ‘know how to regulate

our conduct to-day, because we are
not only living ourselves to day,

but we have our families to train,

instruct and educate, that they, in

turn, in their day, may be enabled

to carry out the mind and will of
God. If we understood our true
interests as a people we would
know that we had not a single in-
dividual interest outside the king-
dom of God. If this fact is not ap-
parent to our minds it is because we
are more or less in the dark, What
do we seem to possess here? I say
seem to possess advisedly, because
we have no control in and of our-
selves. Who can guarantee him-
self one hour of existence? Who
is assured of it? Even the very
ability we have to gather around us
the necessaries and comforts of life
comes from God. Who of us hasan
inheritance? As President Smith
remarked, not a soul of us on the
earth has received an inheritance
that we can call our own; and
when we as a people have an op-
portunity given to us to unite our
faith and energies ia any one given
direction we should hail it as one
of the greatest blessings that can
be bestowed upon us. :

It is in that light I look upon the
Perpetual Emigrating Fund for the
gathering of the poor—it is a Gad-
send to us,because we are permitted

Father, reudy and willing to lay
down what Thou hast required of
me, that I may manifest to I'hee
my integrity and prove thatI am
fit to receivemore of Thy blessings.”’
That is the law of tithing as I un-
derstand it. That is the condition,
that is the reward, if you please,
*ivhich attends a person who pays
t.

Many times the Saints wonder!
why we do not progress faster than
we do, and sometimes it creates a
feeling of regret; but I realize that
there is an abundance of things be-
fore the people which they do not
live up to. We have the or-
acles of God in our midst, I
may sit down and read the
Seriptures of the past, the com-
mandments given to the -chil-
dren of Israel engraven on the ta-
bles of stone, or the carnal com-
mandments, but they benefit me
comparatively little. What you and
I want to-day is the word of the
Lord to ourselves. Are we not His
children as much as were the chil-
dren of Israel in the days of Moses?
Most assuredly. We want the word
of the Lord to-day, and we require
to walk up to it when we get it. As
I said, we havethe living oracles in
our midst, and if we receive from
them admonition,counsel, and com-
mandments if you please, that is as
much the word of the Lord to this

eople as is the doctrine of baptism

y immersion for the remission of
sins.

We all look forward to the time
when the Order of Enoch, will be
established on the earth. But in

to concentrate our faith and ener-
gies and means in one direction to
accomplish a great and a good
work. Itis in that light I rejoice
in the establishing of the Co-opera-
tive Iustitution, because we are
privileged to unite our energies and
faith as & people in one direction,
for a beneflcial result. It is the
same in the paying of tithing; and
what would we be to-day without
these institutions? Have you any
idea to what extent tithing has been
the means of bringing to pass the
many improvements that have
grown up around us? Many bave
not, but I am fortunate enough to
be thrown into that position where
I am able to see and understand
and be acquainted with the fignres
and I know the use that tithin
is applied to,and that it is first and
foremost in all improvements for
the advancement of the cause of
truth upon the earth, and setting an
example fer others to follow in the
same wake, and one of the great
sources of the prosperity of this
people is due to the fact that there
18 at least a certain portion of tith-
inf paid into the Lord’s storehouse.
t has been remarked here that
Salt Lake City is, as it were, a bat-
tle field between the powers of light
and the powersof darkness, I never,
as an individual, felt betier in my
life in this chureh than I do

to-day. I care nothing about
the oufside pressure so far as
I am ‘individually concerned,

and I notice with the Saints who
are awake,that the greater the op-

our present condition, with our feel-

position the stronger they get in

the things of God. It is very true
the young are growing up around
us, and they have not had the ex-
perience ot those of riper years, and
are liable to be led astray. There
iIs a great responsibility restin

upon the parents of the young tha

they set their children wise and
prudent examples; that they ad-
monish them of the evils that are
extant and that are encroaching
upon the people to-day., When we
see Babylenish fashions coming in
among us we should be very. care-
ful that we avoid setting our chil-
dren the example of pa

patternin
after them,  If we ﬁnﬂhﬂ-l: uu%

yuuu% folks must run. after fush-
1ons, let us go to work and set them
some good examples, ererte fash-

ions. for ourselves that they may
attern: after.  Just reflect sisters,
or one moment, who is it _that jin-
augurate the fashions which some
of our so-called ladies patronize on
the streets of Salt Lake City to-day ?
Where do those fashions come
from ? Would you like to be looked
upon in the light those poor crea-
tures are who inaugurate those
fashions? If you must pattern after
something, pattern aflter the good,
righteous and pure, and shun the
very appearance of evil. T will tell
you one thing that we may pattern
alter profitably. A savings bank
has been opened in this city. It is
gotlten up for a wise purpose, the
people may therein throw their
nmeans together, and peradventure
if they want to send for friends and
relatives abroad,when the day rolls
round to do so they will have some-~
thing they can use for this laudable

purpose.  There is something to
pattern after, involving a principle
of saving, husbanding yeur re~
sources, By putting your pennies
together by and by they become a
pound. It is like the units of the
actions of this ple— when they
are all aggregated together they
amount to a mighty effort. Save
your penunies insteal of throwing
them away on those foolish trifling
vanities. Itis the case with some
of my brethren and sisters they
can not allow a dollar to stay in
their pockets a minute. They want
to go to some of the stores to lay it

out on some trash, for if is a fact,
Ea‘feut. to all, that this is a day of
umbuggery, and the things you

get in the stores are more or

counterfeit and n(}mm. outside show
and gingerbread " gilt instead of
sound, substantial things that we
ought to seek after, For instance,
the cloth that we wear, you go to &
store and buy an article of wearing
apparel, how rare it is that you can
get the thing that is represented.
‘No, you get a sham, a counterfeit,
an imitation of the genuine stuff,
and that is just what the world is
rapidly coming to. By and bydhere
will be nothing among them but

(sham and counterfeit. Let us pre~

fer, rather, that which is good and
suhstantial, that which we can use
and which will be a benefit to us
rather than that which is only for
display. Let usseek, brethren |
sisters, after those things whic
will benefit and improve our condis
tion to~day, and Ieave Babylon

| alone.

I tell you that if we would Kee
ourselves to ourselves vyou wuulg _
see very few of those institntions
flourisking in Salt Lake City that
are springing up around us that
are now getting the patronage, T
am afraid, of some of the Latters
day Saints. Let me beseech you,
for your own sakes, and for the sake
of Israel abroad to quit patroniz~ -
ing Gentile institutions and abontid
nations, and turn, turn your atten~
tion to building up the kingdom of
God, for therein is your true inter-
ests, therein are all the interests
you have on the earth for time and
for eternity.

May God bless us and help us so
to dois my prayer in the name of
Jesus, Amen, kN 1

el o —f—
. —— Ought you to reckon a dog’s worth
by what he'll fetch or by what he'll
bring? - |

—— A'school-book agent al Harrisburg

ruld a teacher $1,000 to Lelpmakea change
A the text books.

—-— Dickens’ works have been decided
too immoral for Q;zneral reading, by the
:ﬂ?}nagaru of the Vermont State School

rary.

—— Over in Wyoming they prediet an
n;l)cn winter, because the beavers have not
laid in a day’s rations, and the women

have quit painting.

—— The Bessemer saloon steamer,
which, it is expected, will gecure passcn-
gers hor the oscillation which produces
sca-sickness, is approaching completion in
England. |

—— “The train has caught up with
those cattle again,” sleeplly remarked a
passenger on an Ohio railrord as he was

awakencd by the whistle af the engine the
other night. gin




