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tbtheyey should be prepared to encounter
all these things and perhaps it
might be necessary in the provi-
dence of god for them to lay down
their lives for the truth I1 do not
think there is a faithful elder that
liashas ever gone forth to preach the
gospel who has not told this to those
who manifested an interest in the
truth and a desire to espouse it
many of them knew by experience
how much the people would have to
contend with and they felt it to be
their duty to prepare them for these
things so that their baptisms their
confirmations avdaid their entrance
into the church would not be use
lesaaltsi the elders have not desired
to draw people into the church for
the sake of numbers but every time
they have baptized a soul they have
hoped that he or she would be faith-
ful while life should last andaad they
wanted all persons in entering into
the church to enter into it under-
standinglystan and with as full a reali-
zation of all that they would have
to meet with as it would be possible
for persons in their condition to corncom

those warnings have notdot
been in vain they have not been
unnecessary for notnotwithstandingwithstand I1 ng
the years that have passed since the
organorganization of the church the trials
of the faith of the people have not
lessened there are as many causes
to test their faith today as there ever
were not exactly in the same form
perhaps itsas those which the saints
hadbad to meet in earlier days but
still they have been of a sufficiently
try ing character to test the faith of the
people the words of god will be ful-
filled concerning us that everything
that can nWe
shall favetohave to pass through the furnace
of affliction and be tried as gold that
is seven times purified until all the
dross of our natures is cleansed and
nothing but pure gold remains
why should it not be so other
people may be content with a cer-
tain degree of happiness and glory
and with a certain amount of salva-
tiontion but there is no people upon
the face of the earth who have
higher conceptions and loftier views
concerning their future than the
latter day saints entertain in fact
our conceptions and our anticipa-
tions are incomparably greater than
those of any other people who now
live of whom wo know anything
I1 hat which would satisfy ordinary
people would not with our views
satisfy us inI1 aeed our aspirations
to the ordinary mind seem almost
tobesto be religioussae our views of the
equality of man our belief concern-
ing his relationship to deity and re-
spectingspec ting our future are soBO immers
curably beyond the views of man-
kind generally that when they at-
tempt to follow us they become lost
they cannot conceiveconeelve of that which
we picture to ourselves and that
chichwhich the revelations of god sus-
tain usua in entertaining and believ-
ing therefore it is quite proper
and consistent having such antici-
pations Usas we indulge in that we
should have all these things to con-
tend with that axeare necessary to test
us and to prove us to the very utter-
most we would not possesspos sest the
qualifications necessary for the
career of glory that we have entered

upon if we were not tried to the
very if our integrity were
not completely proved or if there
was anything left in us like doubt or
unbelief or a want of courage to
meet with and overcomeegme all the
persecutions that could be brought
to bear upon us other men may
court ease other men may seek for
worldly profit other men waymay con-
stantly be 1lookingedg out for self inter
est but not soeo with us we can-
not turn aside from the path that
god has marked out for us to pursue
to promote any worldly interest or
to gratify any worldly ambition
we must pursue that path undevi-
atingly following the example of
purour lord aud master he has
pointed out the path that
we should walk in and in
asking us to tread in his footsteps
to do as he did he has given unto
usjus the samegame promises that he him-
self has vecdeceivedelved he has promised
us that we shall be co heirs with
him and joint heirs in whatever
glory he receives whatever ex

attains unto we sall in
likejike manner receive if we follow
ais precepts and his example can
puyany people on the earth desir more
than this Is there anything that
Isgo left out it comprehends all it
pinembracesbraces all glory all exaltation
all power all dominion the
promises are illimitable as bound-
less as eternity itself and these are
made to you who are here today
they are made to everyone who has
entered into covenant with the
alordlord in the way that he has ap-
pointed shall we notmot then bear
patiently auall that we have to con
ebend with shallshail we grow tired
and weary and after going soGO far
giveive up and say we cannot proceed
ax farther or shall we by put

ungI1 ng or trust in god and relying
upon him who has always been at
our right band and atourat our left pursue
tinuncomplaininglycomplainingly the path that our
savior has trod bearing with meek
dess with humility and with
patience all the trials the
pious and the evils that we have to
meet I1 think I1 can answer for this
congregation this morning we do
not walk in the dark we donotdo not
rely upon that which men tell us I1
thank god this morning as I1 do all
the time that he has not left his
servants without a witness all
who have joined this churchardChurchurchchandand
been sincere in their espousal of the
truth have a living teitestimony in
their hearts concerning all that the
elders saygay to them and all
seleel that is given it is thlethin that
constitutes the great strength of the
work of god every faithful menmem-
ber of the church is a witness to
the fruth of the work if it were
potnot for this we should be a very
weak people and cluid easily be
broken up it Jsis not the president
of the church or his counselorsCounse lorr
it is not the twelve apostles it is
not the presidents of stakes nor
any other officer in the clurcy
upon whom the people depend
or uuntonto whom they look
solely for the word of god and
the testimony of jesus they
have the privilege given unto them
by the lord to know for themselves
concerning all theae matters and

there is no counsel given by th40
presidency of the church no tepgep
taken nor no policy pursued upaqil
they have to depend upon their per
bonal influence to havethe
bellevebelieve because the people coincan qow
god t themselves if they zohaw
doubtsdoubt upon any point andluponhimim in the name of Jbeucawta 1

reveal to them whether that whited
is done or taught is from hiihimI1

or pat
they need not be in doubt TbTheyey needie
not run around asking queduenn
about matters which may
mysterious to them but they panjap
go to the lord I1ina theirr secret
and he will remove their doudoubtstand answer their questions and he
will throw light upon their minoomind
respecting the matters about which
they maybemay be disturbed

there have been many things in
this church which have cloaeceils inia
contact with the traditionstrad and to
preconceivedpre conceived ideas of men therether
are many things today anich per-
haps come in contact with view
which we have entertained therethem
is thinking magma or

in the church who hasket
indulged in views and ideas con-
cerning the future of this work ahe
wanner in which it would go forth
etc and some of thosethese views have
beenen rudely opposed by events weW
hhaveve been shown that gadgodas ways
are not our ways and that wtour
thoughts are not gods thoughtai
we havo been made to see that fimet
Is theauthorthe author of this borkiwor kandand that
iehe will conduct it to suit hi purp-
oses and not the purposes of maor
I1 have norno doubt that all of us wao

have had any experience taia vaott
church have seen thisbe haveseea
many of our anticipations djdisap-
pointed in the manner in which uie
work hasbag gone forth it hasbag required
the spirit of god poured out pon
us to reconcile us to many
perhaps that have been taught lied
done in this church from the begin-
ning but this is our refuge this iff
bur towertoner of strength that we canan
go unto the lord without thethea JIM7
alp or intercession of uba
undand in secret we can asaak iMiakiNka
for and obtain from hlin thoerhtnglight the intelligence and thotb
knowledge necessary to enableenabl
us to pursue our course as lam
day saints think of how awaywasy
doctrines have been taught thatabat
have been new to the world bat
that god has revealed ina our bayl
how could we understand them
unless the spirit of god bore bestirtdmouy to them who on the bartu
believed them they worewere riotnot
sanctioned by braaltradition they were
hot upheld by the common belief of
man they were new to this gene-
ration yet though they shocked
the prejudices of
haps startled us as latter day butsaintsats
when we sought god forforaa testimony
concerning them he never foiled
to give unto us his holy
which witnessed unto our spirits s
that they were from god and not
of mauman S it will be to the end
the presidency of the churach havohave
to walk just as you walk thep
have to take steps just as you take
steps they have to depend upon
the revelations of god as they cocomeme
to them they cannot seeaae wof buu


