they etiould beprcpnredloencounterlupon, if we were nol tried to the

all these thiogs, and perhaps it | Yery uttermost, if our integrity were
might be vecessary, in the provi-| not completely proved, or if there
dence of God, for them to lay down | was anything left in us like doubt or
their lives for the truih. I do not |unbelief or a want of courage to
think there is n faithful Elder that | meet willhh and overcome all the
hins ever gone forlh to preach the|persecutions that could be brought
Gospel wlio has not told thisto those | to bear upon us. Other nren may
who manifested an interest in the|court ease; other men may seek for
truth and u desire to espouse it. | worldly profit; other men may con-
Many of them knew by experience | stantly be looking out fur self-inter-
how much the people would hiaveto | est. But not so with us. We can-
confend with, and they felt it to be | not turn aside from the path that
their Juty to prepare them for these | God Las inarked out for us to pursue,
things, so that their baptisms, their | to promote any worldly interest or
confirmations apd their entrance|bo gratify any worldly ambition.

THE DESERET WEE]KLY.

into the Chureh would not be use-
lega. The Eiders have not desired
to draw people iato the Church for
the sake of numbers; but every time
they hinve baptized a soul ihey have
hoped that he or she would be faith-
ful while life should last; and they
wanted all persons, in entering into
the Church, to enter iuto il under-
standingly, and with as full a reali-
zation of all ihat they would have
to meet with as it would be possible
for peraons in their condiiionto com
preliend. Those warnings have not
been in vain. They have nol Leen
unnecessary, For notwilhstanding
the years that have paszed since the
organization of the Church the trials
of the faith of the people have not
lesseued. There are ns many causes

to test their faith today as there e\'erl
were; notexacily in the same form,
perhaps, s those which the Baints
had to meet in earlier uays, but
stiil they have been ot a sufficiently
trying character to testthe fuith of the
people. The words of God willbe ful-
tilled concerning us. thateverythlng
that can besbakenwill beshaken. We
shall haveto passthrough the furnace
of afflietion and be tried as gold that
ia seven times purified, nntilall the
dross of our nafures is cleansed, and
pothing but pure gold remains.
Why should it not beso? Other|
people may be content with a cer-

tain degree of happiness and glory,

and with o cerfain amount of salva-

tion. But there is no people upon

the face of the earth who have

higher conceptious and Joflicr views l
concerning their future than the

Liatter-day Baiuts entertain; in fact,

our conceptions and our anticipa-

We must pursue that palh indevi-
atingly, followlng the example of
our Lord aud DbMaster. He bhas
pointed out the path  that
we should walk in; and in
asking us to tread in His footsteps,
to do as He did, He has given ooto
us the same promises that He Him-
self has received. He has promised
uz that we shall be co-heirs with
Him, and joint heira o whatever
glory He receives. Whatever ex-
altation He attains unto we s1all in
like manner receive, if we follow
His precepts and His example, Can
uy peaple on the earth desire more
han this? Is there anything that
ig left out? It comprehends ail; it
embraces all glory, all exaltation,
all  power, all dominiou. The
promises are illimitalle—as bouud-
leas ns eternity iteell. And theseare
made to you who are here today.
They are made to everyone who has
entered into covenant with the
[Lord ju the way that He hasap-
pointed. Bhall we not then hear
Patiently all that we have to con-
tend with? Shail we grow tired
and weary, and after going o far,
give up and say we cannot proceed
nny frther? Or sball we, Ly put-
ting or trust in God and relying
ppon Hinm who has always been at
out right hand aud at our left, pursue
uncomplainingly the path that our
Savior lias tred, bearing with meek-
pess, with huwmility and with
atience all the frials. the persecu-
ions and the evils that we have to
meet? I thiukI ean answer for this
egougregation this morning. We do
not walk in the dark. We do not
rely upon that wiiich men tell us.

tlons are incomparably greater than | thank Ged this morning, as I do all
those of any olher people who uow | the time, that He bas not left His
live, of whom we hkoow anything. |servants without a wituess. All
That which would salisfly ordinary | who have joined this Chureh aud

people wouli not, with our views,
ratisty us. Jo-leed, our aspirations,
to the ordinary mind, seem almost
to Le saereligious. Our viewsof the
equality of nan, our belief concein-
ing his relationahip {o Deity and re-
apecting cur future, are 50 immens
urably bevond Lhe views of man-
kind genernliy that when they at-
tempt to foilow us they become lost,
they cannot conceive of that which
we picture to ourselves, and that
svhiech the revelations of God sus-
‘talo us in entertaining and believ- |
ing. ‘Therefore, it i quite proper
and cousistent, having sucli antici-
pations B8 we indulge in, that we
should have all these things to con-
tend with that are necessary to test |
us and to prove us to tho very utter-
most. We would not posaess the
frualificatious mecessary for the

eareer of glory that sye have ynLeﬂ_ed"l

been giucere in their espousal of the
truthh have a living testimony in
their hearts concernivg all that the
Elders say to them and all the coun-
sel that i1s giveu. It is this that
constitutes the great strength of the
work of God. IEvery faithful mem-
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[there ia no counsel given by the
Pregsidency of the Church, no step
taken, nor no pelicy pursued that
they have to depend upon their per-
sonal influence to have the people
believe, because the people can go to
God ,themselves, if they have
doubts upon any point, and call
upon Hinl, in the name of Jesus, to
reveal to them whether that which
is done or taught is froom Him or not.
The) need net be in doubt. They need
not run around asking gquestipns
about matters which may appear
mysterious to them; but they can
go to the Liord in their secret places,
and He will remove their doubts
and answer tlieir questions. and He
will throw light upon their minds
respectiug the thatters about which
they may be disturbed.

There have been many thiugsia
this Church which bave come in
Icontact with the traditions and the
pre-conceived ideas of men. There
|ara many thiugs today which, per-
haps, come in contact with views
which we hiave entertained. There
is scarcely any thinking mau or
woman in the Chureh who has not
indulged in views and ideas con-
cerning the future of this work—the
r}nanner in which it would go forth,
ete., and some of these views have
becn rudely opposed by events. We-
fhave been shown that God’s waya
arec not our ways, and that our
thoughts are mnot God’s thoughts.
We have been aade to see that He
ig the author of this work, and that

e will conduct it to suit His pur-
poses, and not the purposes of man.
I have no doubt thatall of us who
have hed any experience in the
Church haveseen this. We haveseen
many of our auticipationa disap-
pointed in the manner in which the
work has gone forth. It hasrequired
the 8pirit of God poured out upon
us tv reconcile us to many thiogs,
iperhape, that have been tanght and
done in this Church from the begln-
niug. Buat this is our refuge, this ia
bur toyver of streugth, that we can
go unto the Lord, without the me-
diumship or intercession of man,
and in secret we can ask Him
for, aml obtain from Him, the
light, the intelligeuce aud the
knowledge npecessary to ensble
us to pursue our course as Latter-
day daints. Think of how. many
dovtrines have heen taught that
have becn new to the world, but
that God has revealed in our day!
How could we understand them
unless the Spirit of God bore testi-
mony to them? Who on the earth
believed them? = They were not
sanctioned by tradition. They were
not uphetd by the common helief of

ber of the Church is a witnessi0!pman. They were new to this gene-
the truth of the work. Ifit were, ration. Yet, though they shocked
not for this, we should be a very | the prejudives of mankind, and per-
weak people and could casily be|hapssiartiedusas Latter-day Saiuts,
broken up. It js not the President |\ hen we sought God foratestimony
of the Church, or his Counselots; | poneerning them, He never failed
it is not the Twelve Apostles; itis|tg give unto us His Holy Spirit,
not the Presidents of Stakes, nor | which witnessod uuto our spirits
auy other officer in the Church, |that they were from God, and not
upon whom the people depend,|of man. B» it will be to the end.
or . unfto whom they look|The Presidency of the Church have
solely for the word of God and|i; walk just as you walk. They.
the testimony of Jesus. They | have to take steps just as you take
Lave the privilege given unto them |steps. They Liave to depeud upon
Ly the Lord to know for themselves | the revelations of God as they come
rgneerning all thewe matters; and | o (hen. They cannot sse the eny



