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IT is well sometimes for us to reflect
upon the position we occupy before
god it Is well fortor us to understand
the relation we sustain to each other
it is well for us to comprehend the re-
lation that we sustain to the church
and kingdom of godgoditit is also well
for us to know the position that we
occupy in relation to the world in
which we live As intelliintelligentent beings it
is for us to comprehend all truartruth so
far as we arecapable of understand-
ing it

thene gospel Is spoken of as being
light and dyher it was introduced oy
our lurd and savior jesus christ iit
was then said that light had come
into the world but while light had
come into the world there was a cer-
tain class of people that loved darkness
rather than light because their deeds
were evil jesus in alluding to him-
self said I1 am the true light and
ilehe Is spoken of as being the light that
enlightens every man that cometh into
the worldivorldorid and aagainainaan it is said of
him the light chineth in darkness but
the darkness comprehendeth it not
there are many very say-
ings on the same subject that afford
ffoodabd for thought and reflection

the gosper of the son ofoj god has
always been obnoxious to a great por-
tion of the human ffamilyamily in it there
is too much light too much truth too
much intelligence for the bulk of
mankind its principles are too ppure too
noblenobie too eelevating to accord with the
general feelfeelings of humanity and with
that spirit tthatlat proceeds from the pow-
ers of barkidarknessess and which rules in thethee
midst of the childrenchildren of disobedience
and hence people generally have been
opposed to it and they are opposed to
it todayto day reuplepeople oppose they do
not comcomprehend it they speak against
it but tiltheyey speak of tthatat which they
know not of and while they think we
are superstitious and ignorant we
know that they are there is no doubt
on that question we know that they

understand neither what they say
nor whereof they affirm 11 therefore
tousto us they are objects of commisera-
tiontio n moiemoie than anything else

talk of christianity and of the
gospel of the son of god in all ane
ages of the worworldad whenever anand
wherever it was proclaimedI1 there was
a06 spirit of hostility and antagonism
manifested towards it from the
very first we may go back as
far as the days of cain we
read that adam had two sons
named cain and abel cain lent
himself to the enemy of all righteous-
ness and became what Is termed in
scripture the father of lies he re-
belled against god and rebelled
against his father I1 and instigated by
the spirit of enmity which proceedsproceeds
from the evil one he kkilleded his
brother

these things are not always under-
stood nor the reasons for them but
it has been revealed unto us that cain
loved satan more than he loved god
and that he placed himself under his
influence and when cain and abel
offered up their sacrifice cain offered
his at the instigation of the devil and
his sacrifice of course was not ac-
cepted gojgodgod knew his heart and the
feelings by which he was actuated and
therefore rejected his offering then
came lucifer the devil and says to
cain 1I told you the lord would treat
you wrongwrongHeilelle haskas treated me wrong
and he instigated him to kill his brother
which he did and why because his
brother believed in god and obeyed
god and because he believed in the
atonement of the lord jesus christ
which had been made known to them
because he believed these principles
and because satan was opposed to them
he instigated cain to kill his brother

it looked a rather awkward thing forfrthe world under these circumstances
As wenye read it there were two sons
one of them righteous the other wick-
ed the wicked killed the righteous and
the world was left under these influ-
ences to a certain extent but then
adam had other sons and other pro-
geny and liehe himself was there andtehe believed in god and blessed god
for having revealed the savior and the
plan by which he and his children
were to be redeemed from the falltfalitfallfali
which he had been an active participa-
tor in brinbridginabringalnaginaincind about which probably
was allI1 right that it should be brought
about and from that time the spirit
of antagonism existed between the two
principles the powerower of god and the
power of the axadversaryversary it had com-
menced in fact beabeforeore that time lu-
cifer and those that were associated
with him were cast out of heaven be-
cause they rebelled against god their
heavenlyeatherfather they were not will-
ing that ilehe should carry out the plan
of redemption and salvation which he
had devised before the world was and
having been cast out of heaven he
with of wrath and of
hostihostilitylit against the purposeseS and de-

i

de-
t signs 0ofI1the almighty in rregard to ththe
salvation and exaltation of the human
family and this spirit continues to
ggrownowrow and extend and the descendants
of cain multipliedled as did the other de-
scendantsants of adam

by and by another seed was raised up
to adam namely seth to stand in the
place of abel for god said eve
hath appointed for me another seed in

stead of abel whom cain slew and
hetie became the representative of god
as adam was the representative oiof
god liehe took abels place as the
representative of god and the laws of
god and he had revelation and the
priesthood and the gospel and was
acquainted with the principles ofof
truth finally there was a number of
prominent men of whom we read but
of whom a very short ace junt Is given
no matter it is not necessary to enter
into details on these subjects but I1
wish to touch upon some of the lead-
ing pointseints thereofalteratteralter a while wickedness had spread
very extensively upon the face of the
earth so much so that we read that
the thouthoughtsats of men were evil and that
continually and it became inexpedient
in the lord to permit the people to I1livelye
to perpetuate their corruptionscorrupt ions and in
camies and therefore god decreed
that he would cut themthen off from the
face of the earth that they should not
have the power to perpetuate their
species and thus become the ffatherslathers
and mothers of lives and be the media
through which the intelligent pure
spirits that existed in the eternal
world should receive bodies or taber-
nacles they were to be deprived of
that privilege

but before this was done the lord
sent messengers among the people pro-
claimingclaicialmingtoto them what was about to
befall them if they did not repent and
turn ffromrom their evil ways enoch was
one of these he stood at the head of
that dispensation ilehe as we are do-
ing entsent out missionaries among the
people who hadbad become very numer-
ous their mission was to call upon
the people to repent and to obey the
gospel and to believe in the son of
god and to obey hisills law and to tell
them that god had prepared a scourge
for those who would not repent
that they would be destroyed from
off the face of the earth by a flood1

and the people thus destroyeddestroyed shouldshould
be cast into prison a prison which
god had prepared on purpose for them
and when these inenmen went to preach
this doctrine many believed on them
and they were gathered together as
we are unto a place which they calleacalled
zion and they were placed under the
direction of the holy priesthood
men who were inspired of god with
whom ilehe communicatedcommunicatedandand whom
he taught in all the principles pertain-
ing to me gospel of the son of god
and they continued in this condition
for a length of time and as they
gathered out from dipong the people
the spirit of god was withdrawn frokfrogfrom
among the people and they became ex-
ceedinglycee angry angry at enoch and
angry at those who preached the gos-
pelaltotto themem and the nature of menismentsmen Is

I1 just about the same now as then they
spoke all manner of evil against the
servants of god who ministered among
them they rejected their testimony
and not only that but like some of the
very pious people in our day do to-
wards us they thought it would be do-
ing god service to sweep these men off
the face of the earth and they thought
goso in they gathered bogettogetherer
their armies for that purpose the
saints were under the immediate di-
rection and guidance of the lord and
were therefore t governed by revelation
and eethe power and spirit of the lord
rested upon enoch and behe rose up
and prophesied and told the wicked
of the fate that awaited them and the
power of god rested upon him in a
marvelous manner so much so that
tae mountains trembled and the earth
shook and the people were afraid and
fledtied awayaway from his presence bercberebecauseause
they could not endure it Their armies
were scattered and they failed to ac-
complishcom that which they in theirthein wick-
edness had designed to do

but still the same spirit that ani-
mated them continued to grow and in-
crease and finally atteralter thene saints of
that day had become sufficiently taught
they and their city that Is the great
majority of them and their city as-
cended up to heaven we are told iuin
thestilthe scriptureture which is a meagre ac-
count ofof it that enoch was not for
god took him anciand we may add
enochs city and enochs people were
not for god took them they were
translated the principle of transla-
tion was a principle that at that time
existed in the church and is one of the
principles of the copelandGopGosp eland which will
exist in the last days

many of those that were
aed to bear testimony to the truths
taught by their predecessors and they
themselves were caught up from timee
to time according to certain revela-
tions communicated through the proph-
et joseph smith

the spirit of antagonism to the
truths of god and to the order of god
and to the law of gigodd and to the
priesthood of god and the gospel of
the son of god continued to exist
by and by the flood came and the
things spoken of by the men who had
preachedct among them were ffulfilleduI tIlled
and the people swept from the facefate of
the earth they were shut up in prigpris-
on in the prison house which had been
prepared lorfor them A few people
were left eight only noah and his
wife and his three sons and their
wives

one of the great evils that existed
among the people was that the sonsfons otof
god married the daughters of men or
in other words many who were con-
nected with the church mixed them-
selves up with those who were botand
thus their hearts were drawn away
from god and in the sight of god they
were no better than those who rejected
illshis servants and consequently thethey
periferiperishedhed with the disobedient and
wilcwickedked

there Is something associated with
these things that it maybemasmay be necessary

to refer to it Is necessary there
should be opposing principles light
and darlsdarisdarknessmess truth and error virtue
and vice good and evil etc it Is neces-
sary that maninan shoulashould go through a
stateslate of probation and trial that be
should have the opportunity of receiv-
ing or rejecting correct principles or
the gospel of the son of god and it
is a furtherfarther development to us that itif
men have not had this opportunity up-
on the earth they will still have it
there is a further principle exhibited
here in relation to this matter those
veryverv men who rejected the gospel I1inn
their day were visited by jesus after
lie was put to death in the flesh and
was quickened by the spirit ilehe went
we are told and preached to those
spirits in prison who hadhart been disobe-
dient in the days of noah and con-
nected with that there is another prin-
ciple it is to place all mankind on the
same ffootingbootin that all men of every age
and nation may have the same
ieeeleeelece and we are informed thertheythelwillwill
have and hence the gospel Js an
everlasting goeglgospel the priesthood is
an everlasting priesthood the work
in which we are engaged commenced
with our father in heaven it has been
revealed from time to time to moanroan upon
the earth and it will continue in all its
power fulness and gloryllory in the
eternal worlds until alallali thinsthinthingss that
god has designed pertaining to the
welfare and exaltexaltationatlon of the human
family will be accomplished

in relation to these things11 there arearc
some remarkable passagespassage contained
in the bible for instance

As the days of noexoe wele eoso shall also
the coining of the son of man be

for as in the days that were before the
flood they were eating and inkingdrinkingdide mar
arving and giving in marriagemanjaman arrardja until taetheae day
thatlat soenoeoe reenteredentered into the arkank

and knew not until the flood came and
took them all away I1 so shall also the com-
ing of the son of manalan be

is a very significant scripture
and if correct is pregnant with the
greatest consequences to the human
family if not correct then everythingevery thin
we believe in is a phantom and ouourr
worship and religion are vainvalti and not
only ours but everybody alses but
if such a personage as jesus existed
and if ilehe spoke those words ilehe most
assuredly the truthana they will
most assuredly be ffulfilledul tilled

nowoaf in speaking of the jwotwoJ wo great
principlesVes thetho two opposites it must
needs oee that there bobe opposition in
all things that Is darkness as opposed
dolightto light error ayas opposed to truth
evil as opposed to good etc we arearc
told by one of the old apostles that
the fruit of the spirit is love joy
peace long suffering gentleness
goodness faith meekness temper
anczomccandand the spirit of evil is envy
hahatredtre malace lying slandering

etc we are told also
lain the book of mormon the same
things precisely whenever we see
lying slandering enmity hatred mal-
ice we see the fruit of thetile spirit of
darkness no matter hw pious the
people are who profess these senti-
ments and who operate therein and
this is carried out still furtherfurther in
the revelations of john the lord
through him says for without the
city are dogs and sorcerers and
whoremongers and murderers and
idolatersidolaters andand whosoever loveth and
mabetha lie such characters have
no place within but those who fear
god and work righteousness who
have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the
lamb they will be introduced into the
presencere sence of god to participate withVhimim in the glories there referred to

hence while these things here upon
tthehe earth make meamen feel exceedingly
unpleasant i exceedingly unhappy auaand
uneasy when they get through and ex-
pect to get to heaven they will findtind
themselves outside the city because
the pure would not have hsuch society
amonamong themthein neither would they here
it is necessary I1 say that those print
caples should exist in order to

to try and prove them it was
necessary that jesus should be tried in
this way we are told that it became
him for whom are all things and by
whom are all things in bringing many
sons unto glory to make the captain
of their salvation perfect suf
eringfering 11 and again when john saw

an lawiinnumerablemerablemerabie company clothedclotted in
white one was heard tdto ask what
are these which are arrayed in white
rorobesbesandand whence came they tilethe
answer was these are they which
came out of great tribulation and have
washed their robes and made them
white intheluthein the blood of the lamb there-
fore arearc theytherthey before the throne of god
and serve himliim day and nlnightht in hisills
templetempie

therethene Is something very interesting
foror saints to reflect upon in relation to
these matters and there is something
that goes a little ffurtherurther than we thuthothink
about sometimes and that isls shilewhile we
profess to be followers ofvf the lord
while we profess to have received the

gospel and to be vernedgovernedeo by it a
professionsionslon will amount to nothing un-
lessless we have washed our robes and
made them white in the blood of the
lamb it is not enough for us to be
connected with the zion of god for
tbth s zion of god must consist of menruen
that areure pure in heart and pure in life
anaal I1 spotless before god at least that
is what we have got to arrive at we
arearo not there yet but we must get
there before wewc shall be prepared
to10 inherit glory and exaltation
therefore a form of godliness wwillwiliIIIili
amount to but little with any of asfor
nolie that the masters will and
boeth it not shall be beaten with many
stripes it is not every one that
saithbaith unto me lord lord shall enerenter
into the kingdom of heaven but liehe

that boeth the will of mynay father which
Is in heaven these are doctrines of
the gospel as I1 understand them and
it Is not enough for uaus to embrace the
gospel and to be gathered hirehare to the
land of zion and be associated with
the people of god attend our meetings
andaud partake of the sacrament of the
lords supper and endeavor to move
along without much blame of any kind
attached to us for notwithstanding
all this if our hearts are not right ftff
we are not purepare in heart before godiod if
we have not pure hearts and pure con-
sciences ffearingearingg god and keeping illshis
commandments we shall not iunless
we repent participate luin these bless-
ingsrelent
inisings aaboutout which I1 have spoken and of
NYwhichch the prophets bear testimony

I1howeverI1however to proceed in relation to
these matters I1 said that it wasivas
necessary there should bobe 0oppos-
ing

POScrouldpowers and that men should
be tested and tried as jesus was
and just as other people have been
and why having passed through this
ordeal that we mayroay overcome tietrethe evil
with the good fforoi it Is to him that
overcometh said jesus that I1 will
grant to sit down with me upon my
tthronera e as I1 have overcome and sit
down upon my yatFatfatherherlt throne it I1
not to him that puts on the armor only
but to him that fights the good fight of
faith and overcomes the world the
flesh and the devil for him there is
laid up a crown of rlrighteousness which
the lord the righteous ludgejudge shall
give unto him

that power and spirit that disturbed
the elements and affected the people of
the old world still operates among the
children of men and it isls 1I was goingging
to say a necessary adjunct to the gos
p ianlin order that men may be tried and
proven jesus of course understood
these things when he said ifit they do
these things in a green tree what shall
be done in the dry said ilelle blessed
are ye when men shall revile you and
persecute you and shall dayall man-
ner of evil against you falsely for my
sake rejoice and be exceeding glad
for great is your reward in heaven fforfonor
so persecuted therthey the prophets which
were before you 1 there is something
very pleadingpleapiea ing in reflecting upon these
things to be thrown into a world of
evil where strife and corruption exist
and to be mixed up with it andanti then
to have sentgentsent to them the principle of
truth a spark of intelligence descend-
ing from tilethe throne ftof god the light
of the everlasting gospel which if men
receive in their hearts will bring them
into communication with god their
heavenly fatherfattier aandnudd make them to
feel that they arare fightingahting on the side
of god and the right for everything
that ennobles and nashas a tendency to
exexaltaltmanaitmanman there Is something worth
striving for in a battle of this08 kind
and there Is somesomethingthim glorious iain be-
ingingabeeableabie to conquer ftit tries mens
souls sometimes peteryeter youjou know
trembled under it but jesus said
fear not them which kill the body

but are not able to kill the soulsoui butbu t
rather fear him which is able to de-
stroy both body and soul in hell I1
saguntosay unto you fear him never mind
the other power you have drank
from the river the streams whereof
make glad the city of our god the
light of eternal truth has beamed upon
your minds and your hearts have been
gladgiadiadlad ininthebahe hopes of eternal life which
avenave been presented to you when un-
derdertthehe I1influence of the spirit of godyou have rejoiced in the hope that
blooms with immortality and eternal
lives filled with this spirit you feel
thathat yyouon are an eternal being having
the princprineprinciplesaples of the everlasting gos-
pel within you that you have received
the everlasting priesthood that you
arc associated with principlesprincipalples that will
exalt and ennoble man in time and
throughout the eternities to come
there Is something pleasing about it

and when these misemiserableranleraule dodogs1811

howl and the coyotes yelp and exhibit
their folly and nonsense was going

the devil cares Some people
would think it Is impious to say a
thing like that yes and the same
people think it very honorable to lie
in order to oppose the truth noxo anatmat-
ter what men think of these things I1
am not very precise in choochoosingsinz my
words in reference to such matters

but then did we expect to get alongalons
much better people are vveryery muc
exercised about us well let them
exercise themselves they are very
much troubled 14let them trouble
themselves lamiamI1 am pleased to witness
the spirit of calmness and quiet and
unconcernrn that exists among the
saints of god I1itt I1iss tthehe spiritspir1 t 0off god
and the gospel of the sou of Ggodod that
civeselves that and it Is for us to continue
to do rlnightrightht and keep the command-
ments of god and let us be careful
that when men tell these horrihornihorribleblebie
stories about us that they are not
true blessed are you when men re-
vile and persecute you and savsay all
manner of evil against you falsely for

sake but if they shoulds ouid speak
evil of us and that evil bobe trutruc then
there would be no blessing conducted
with it we could tell a great many
things truthfully against these same

eople that slanderderandand lie about usiutgut6ut it Is a dirty business a business
that reflects no credit upon any one
that Is engaged in it let them take
their course we can afford to move
upon a higher plane doingdo ing good to them
that injure us and we iancancan pray for
those who edifevil entreat us that we may
be the children of our father in heav-
en who makes his sun to shine on the
evil and the good and ills rains to de-
scend unon the just and onan the unjust
cholet me ask were to be pitiedpitted dur-
ingg the time of the flood the people
that disbelieved and disobeyed the gos-
pel or the people that were caught up
t heaven would you feel very sorry

for those who were connected with
the zion of god or would you feel
sorry for those poor miserable little

ignorant people who rejected
god and illshis law and who in conse-
quence had to be swept off ffromrom the
face of the earth which claciaclasss t wowouldU id
solicit your commiseration

todayto day god has revealed to us great
principles and he Is desirous that wenye

should do right and obey illshis law and
keep illshis commandments

amonamong other things there iss a great
hue and cry about what they call
polygamy and what theyteytev call bigamylotlitbut our plural marriage is no more
their bigamy than white Is dlackdiack or
than light is darkness but seemingly
neitneltneitherherthetheyy nor their judges nor legi-
slators eitherelther can or do want to
comprehend the difference between
the two great as it is it would seem
that thethey either do not know or do not
want to knownow the difference between a
mans marrying a second wife without
the consent or knowledge of the first
wife and in doing so deceiving the one
behe marries who believes him to be a
single man and a mans marrying a
second wife with the knowledge and
consent of the first wife and living
with hisbis wives in lionohonorablerablerabie wedlock
performing the duty of a husband to
them and of a father to their chichildrendren
and maintaining sacredly his marriage
vows I1 would susuggestgest eitherelther a little
gas or electric light bede turned on and
that it be allowed to shine upon the
visions of their dull understandings lt
may help them some but it is evident
that men do not want the truth there-
fore they must believe as they choose
iniii regard to these things it isls really a
matter of no moment to us buttorbut for
the information of such people iti
there be any let me say their bigamy
is deception and fraud and a breach of
the marriamarriagee covenant while our polyg-
amy as it Isis called is the ffulfillingul tilling of
the marriage covenant it is honora-
ble and the fruits ot it aeste good theirs
is done clandestinely burtiours openly veme
acknowledge ours they repudiate
theirs they judge us from their own
standpoint and their eye belagbelog evilou
course they see nothingnoth iii but evilell in us
with them a man may hivehavehave his wife and
alsoaiso be mixed up with other women
and while he may be rolling in wealth
atthe same time perhaps his poor
unfortunate offspring the product 1ofI

histits vice and corruption may be sweep
ing the crossings of the streets of our
large cities begging from his father a
aenny to help to support a miserable
existence this is compatible with

high state of civilization and
purity god save us from such
christianity from this time hence-

forth andanti forever lameni amen from
volvoivoicescesinin the congregation we do
not want htwe would say in relation to
that what a prophet said on a certain
occasion 0 my soulsoui come not thou
into their secret into their assembly
mine honor be not thou united welve
expect to be associated with more
honorable principles and with more
honorable people in timetime and through-
out all the eternities to come

thereliere Is one thins I1 wish to say wiwt
do not preach to them this very obnox-
ious doctrine of polygamy for them
to practice our elders are sent
forth to preach faith repentance and
baptism for remission of sins the
doctrine of plural marriage does not
belong to deorlepeople who are governed by
such princiaprincipleses as they are people
who break their mamarriageariage vows and
who wink at those who do it people
who violate their sacred honor with
the opposite sextexhex and trample upon addand
destroy millions of the daughters of
eve and drag them down to death
and destruction it does not belong
such people it belongs to the people
who have obeyed the gospel of the
son of god the people who are in
possession of the principles of ilfelifeliflandaddand
who arcare keeping the commandmentcommandments
of god it does not belong to latter
day saints even unless they prepareare paripare
and virtuous unless they are honorable
and worthy they cannoacannot be associated
with any such thing much less can the
class that I1 have referred to who are
juakinmaking so much noise about bitso theythey

need liotbiotbot trouble their headsbeads
these things puyou latter day saints

understand NNwhenhen Preelpresidentdent hayes
was here in conversing with him I1 tolatoia
him that it was not our intention to

crowd our peculiar ideas upon the re-
ligious world that weve had received
thedoethe doctrinetrine of plural marriage as
martofpart of the gospel and that ititawwas
only for pure men and pure women0 en
that class and that class 0onlyuly coulcould
receivee it and practice it and makea it
honorable it was not for the licentious
and corruptpt but for thothose who fearadarfeared
god and worked righteousness who
n ere true totto themselveshems elves and true M

the female hexbex and who would stand i
by anddud sustain them and present
them in purity and honor therebelbee

is

quite a difference perceive be-
tween the oneout and the otherwe are seeking totd carry out ththee wowonrd
and will of god according to the reprev
relationselations which he has given unto
of which arc based upon truth virtue
purity and holiness principles that altare
eternal that always have existed addand
always will exist the christlaChrls turtUi
world make their covenants for time i

only we fortor time and for eternity
they expect to be associated wid
their wives until death do them
paitpart we expect to be associated

ours not only for time but for
eternity they not entering into apyany

covenants for eternity assume no o-
bligationsligat ions beyond thithis life but I1isidlainam
sorry to say it is quite a common
thing among them to violate the coredcoven
ants they make pertainingpertaluingining to this life
but that I1 may not be misunderstood
let me say furtherfurther with regard to this
thereasetherthereearearearo wanymany honorable people 1


