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IT 1s well sometimes for us to reflect
upon the position we occupy before
God; it is well for us to understand
the relation we sustain to each other;
it i2 well for us to compreliend the re-
lation that we sustain to the Church
and Kingdom of God; it is also well
for us to know the position that we
occupy in relation to the world in
which we live. As intelligent beings it
is for us to comprehend all truth so
:i[ur ?3 we arecapable of understand-
ng 1t.

ﬁ’he Gospel is spoken of as being
light; and whena it was introduced oy
our Lourd and Savior Jesas Christ ik
was then said, that light bad come
into the world. But while light had

.come into the world there was a cer-

tain class of people thatloved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds
were evil, Jesus, in alluding to him-
self, said: I am the true light. And
He is spoken of as being the light that
enlightens every man that cometh into
the world. And again it is said of
Him: the light shineth in darkness,but
the darkness comprehendeth it not.
There are many ver{. significant say-
ings on the same subject, that afford
food for thought and reflection.

The Gospel of the Son of God has
always been obnoxious to a great por-
tion of the human family. In it there
is too much light, too much truth, too
much intelligence; for the bulk of
mankind ;its principles are too pure,too
noble, too elevating te accord with the
general feelings of humanity and with
that spirit that proceeds from the pow-
ers of darkness, and whaich rules in the
midst of the children of disobedience.
And hence people generally have been
opposed to 1t, and they are opposed to
it to-day. Peuple oppose it,but they do
not comprehend it. They speak against
it; but they speak of that which they
know not of. And while they think we
are superstitious and ignorant, we
know that they are; there is no doubt
on that question. We know that they
“‘understand neither what they say,
nor whereof they atfirm.”” Therefore
to us they are objects of commisera-
tion more thananything else.

Talk of Christianity and of the
Gospel of the Son of God, in all toe
ages of the world waenever and
wherever it was Prﬂﬂluimed, there was
a spirit of hostility and antagonism
manifested towards it from the

very first. We may go back as
far as the days of Cain. We
read that Adam had 1wo sons,

named Cain and Abel. Cain lent
himself to the enemy of all righteous-
ness and became what is termed in
Scripture, the father of lies. He re-
belled against God, and rebelled
against his father, and instigated by
the spirit of eanmity which proceeds
from the evil one, he Kkilled his
brother.

These things are not always under-
stood nor the reasons for them. But
it has been revealed unto us that Cain
loved Satan more than he loved God,
and that he placed himself under his
influence. And when Cain and Abel
offered up their sacrifice, Cain offered
his at the instigation of the devil; and
his sacrifice, of course, was not ac-
cepted., God knew his heart and the
feelings by which he was actuated, and
therefore rejected his ufferigg. Then
came Lucifer, the devil, and says to
Cain, *I told you the Lord would treat
you wrong; He has treated me wrong;"’
and he instigated him to kill his brother,
which he did. And why? Because his
brother believed in God, and obeyed
God; and because he believed in the
atonement of the Lord Jesus Christ
which had been made known to them;
because he believed these principles, |
and because Satan was tifgosed to them
he instigated Cain to kill his brother.

It loeked a rather awkward thing for
the world under these circumstances.

stead of Abel whom Cainslew.”

cended up to heaven.

.

And
he became the representative of God
as8®* Adam was the representative of
God. He took Abel’s place as the
representative of God and the laws of
God; and he had revelation, and the
Priesthood, and the Gospel, and was
acquainted with the principles of
truth. Finally there was a number of
prominent men of whom we read, but
of whom a very shortaccount is given;
no matter, it 18 not necessary to enter
into det.aﬂs on these subjects, but I
wish to touch upon some of the lead-
ing points thereof.

After a while wickedness had spread
very extensively upon the face of the
earth: so much so, that we read that
the thoughts of men were evil and that
continually; and it became inexpedient
in the Lord to permit the people to live
to perpetuate their corruptions and in-
famies. And, therefore, God decreed
that He would cut them off from the
face of the earth, that they should not
have the power to perpetuate their
species, and thus become the fathers
and mothers of lives and be the media
through which the inteiligent, pure
spirits that existed in the eternal
world should receive bodies or taber-
nacles. They were to be deprived of
that privilege,

But before this was done the Lord
sent messengers among the people pro-
claiming to them what was about to
befall them if they did not repent and
turn from their evil ways. Enoch was
one of these; he stood at the head of
that dispensation. He, as we are do-
ing, sent out missionaries among the
people who had become very numer-
ous, Their mission was to call upon
the people to repent and to obey the
Gospel, and to believe in the Son of
God and to obey His law; and to tell
them that God had prepared a scourge
for those who would not repent,
that they would be destreyed from
off the face of the earth by a flood;
and the people thus destroyed should
be cast into prison,a prison which
God had pregu.red on parpose for them.
And when these men went to preach
this doctrine many believed on them
and they were gathered together, as
we are, unto, a place which they called
Zion. And they were placed under the
direction of the Huéy Priesthood,
men who were inspired of God, with
whom He communicated and whom
He taught in all the principles pertain-
ing to tne Gospel of the Son of God;
and they continued in this condition
for a length of time. And as they
gathered out from among tae people,
the Spirit of God was withdrawn from
among the people;and they became ex-
ceedingly angry-: angry at Enoch and
ﬂﬂFl‘]' at those who preached the Gos-

el to them. And the nature of men is
ust about the same now as then They
spoke all manner of evil against the
servants of God who ministered among
them; they rejected their testimony,
and not only that, but, like some of the
very pious people in our day do to-
wards us, they thought it would be do-
ing God service $0 sweep these men off
the face of the earth. And they thought
80 inearnest,for they gathered together
their armies for that purpose. The
Saints were under the immediate di-
rection and guidance of the Lord, and
were,therefore,governed by revelation,
and the power and Spirit of the Lord
rested upon Enoch. And he rose up
and prophesied and told the wicked
of the fate thar awaited them ; and the
power of God rested upon him in a
marvelous manner, so much so, that
tae mountains trembled and the earth
shook, and the people were afraid and
fled away from his presence, bécause
they could not endure it. Theirarmies
were scattered, and they failed toac-
complish that which they in their wick-
edness had designed to do.

Buat still the same spirit that ani-
mated them continued to grow and in-
crease. And finally atter the Sajnts of
that day had become sufficiently taught,
they and their city—that is, the great
mgi}rit}' of themm and their city, as-
We are told iu
the Sciipture—which is a meagre ac-
count of it, that—**Enoch was not, for
God took him.”” And we may add,
Enoch’s city and Enoch’s people were
not, for God took them; they were
translated. The principle of transla-
tion was a principle that at that time

As we read it—there were two sons, |existed inthe Church, and is one of the

one of them righteous, the other wick-
ed; the wicked killed the righteous,and
tae world was left under these influ-
ences to a certain extent. But then
Adamhad other sons and other pro-

eny, and he himseif was there; and

e belleved in God, and blessed God
for having revealed the Savior, and tne
plan by which he and his children
were to be redeemed from the fall,
which he had been an active participa-
ter in bringing about, which, proba lg.
was all right that it should be brought
about. And from that time the spirit
of antagonism existed between the two
principles; the power of God and the
power of the adversary. It hadcom-
menced, in fact, before that time. Lu-
cifer and those that were associated

q

with him were cast out of heaven be- |

cause they rebelled against God their
Heavenly Father. They were not will-
ing that He should carry out the plan
of redemption and salvation which He
had devised before the world was; and
having been cast out of heaven, he,
with them,became full of wrath and of
hostility against the purposes and de-
signs of the Almighty in regard to the
vation and exaltation of the human
family. And this spirit continues to
grow and extend: and the descendants
of Cain multip.iedas did the other de-
scendants of Adam.
By and by another seed was raised up

principles of the Gospel,and which will
exist in the last days.

Many of those that were left,contin-
ued to bear testimony to the truths
taught by their predecessors: and they
themselves were caught up from time
to time, according to certain revela-
tions communicated through the Proph-
et Joseph Smith.

The gpirit of antagonism to the
truths of God and to the order of God
and to the law of God

the Son of God, continued to exist.
By and by the flood came, and the
things sgo en of by the men who had
preached among them, were fuifilled,
and the people swept from the face of
the earth. They were shut up in pris-
on, 1n the prison house which had been
prepared for them. A few people
were left, eight only—Noah and his
wife, and his three sons and their
wives,

One of the great evils that existed |
among the people was that the sons ot
God married the daughters of men:or,
in other words, many who were con-
nected with the Church mixed them-
selves up with those who were not;and
thus their hearts were drawa away
from God, and in the sight of God they
were no better than those who rejected
His servants, and consequently they
perished with the disobedient and
wicked.

to Adam, namely Seth, to stand in the
lace of Abel. *‘For God (said Eve)l
ath appointed for me another seed in-

There is something assoclated with
these things that it may be necessary

( and to the |
Priesthood of God and t'ue (ospel of |

to refer to. It is necessary there
should be opposing principles, hght
and darkness, truth and error, virtue
and vice,zood and evil,etc. Itis neces-
sary that man nlmul& go througa a
state of probation and trial, that he
should have the opportunity of receiv-
ing or rejecting correct principles, or
the 1 of tne Son of God. And it
is a further development to us, that if
men have not had this opportunity ur-
on the earth, they will still have 1t.
There is a further principle exhibited
here in relation to this matter. Those
very men who rejected the Gospelin
 their day were visited by Jesus after
He was put to death in the flesh and
was quickened by the Spirit; He went,
we are told, and preached to those
spirits in prison who had been disobe-
dient in the days of Noah. And con-
nected with that there is another prin-
ciple; it is to place all mankind on tae
same footing, that all men of every age
and nation may have the same privi-
lege. And we are informed they will
have. And hence, the Gospel is an
everlasting Gospel; the Priesthood is
an everlasting Priesthood; the work
in which we are engaged comimenced
with our Father in héaven, it has been
revealed from time to time toJnan qun
the earth, and it will continue in all its
power, fulness and glory in the
eternal worlds, until al _things that
God has designed pertaining to the
welfare and exaltation of the human
family will be accomplished.

In relation to these things there are
some remarkable passages contained
in the Bible. For instance:

“Ag the davs of Noe weire, s0o shall also
the coming of the Son of Man be.

For as 1n the days that were before the
flood they were eating and d.inking., mar
rying and giving in mary’ , until tae day
that Noe enteved into Lhe ark,

And knew not until the flood came and
took them all away ! so shall also the com-
ing of the Son of Man be.” .

This is a very significant Scriﬂture,
and if correct is pregnant with the

reatest consequences to the human
amily; if not correct then everything
we believe in is a phantem and our
worship and religion are vain, and not
only ours, but everybody else’s. Bul
if such a personage as Jesus existed
and if He spoke those words, He most
assuredly spake the truth.and they will
most assuredly be fulfilled.

Now, in speaking of the two great
principles, the two opposites, it must
needs be that there be opposition in
all things; that is,darkness as opposed
to light; error as opposed totruth;
evil as opposed to good, etc. We are
told by one of the old Apostles that
the “*Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, long-suffering, gentleness,
voodwpess, faith, meekness, temper-
ance;’’ and the spirit of evil is envy,
hatred, malace, lying, slandering, un-
charitableness, etc. We are told also
in the Book of Mormon the same
things precisely. Whenever we see
lying, slandering, enmity, hatred, mal-
ice, we see the frnit of the spirit of
dar]mﬂss, no matter how pious the
people are who profess these senti-
ments and who operate therein. And
this is carried out still further in
the revelations of John; the Lord
throuch him says: ‘‘For without [the
city] are dogs, and sorcerers, and
whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and
maketh a lie.”” Such characters have
no place within; but those who fear
God and work rignteousness, who
have washed their robes and
made them white in the blood of the
Lamb, they will be introduced into the
ﬁI'EEEI.IﬂE of God to participate with

im in the glories there referred to.
while these things here upon

Hence
h make mea feel exceedingly

the eart

uneasy, when they get through and ex-
pect to get to heaven they will tind
themselves outside the city, because
the pure would not have |such society
among them, neither would they here.
It is necessary, I say, that those print
ciples should exist 1n order to tes-
men, to try and prove them. It was
necessary that Jesus should be tried in
this way. We are told that **it became
Him, for whom are all things, and by
whom are all things, in bringing many
sons unto glory, to make the Captain
of their salvation perfect through suf-
fering.”” And again, when John saw
an inpumerable company clothed 1n
white, one was heard to ask, ‘*What
are these which are arrayed in white
robes? and whence came they?” The
answer was: ‘‘These are they which
came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes and made them
white inthe blood of the Lamb, There-
fore are they before the throne of God,
and serve Hilm day and night in His
temple.” ; ;
There is something very interesting
for Saints to reflect uponin relation to
these matters. And there is somethin
that goes a little further than-we thin
aboutsometimes; and that is, while we
profess to be followers of the Lord,
while we profess to have received the
Gospel and to be governed by it] a
rofession will amount to nothing un-
ess we have washed our robes and
muade them white in the blood of the
Lamb. It is not enough for us to be

th.: Zionof God must consist of men
thit are pure in heart and pure in life
an.l spotless before God, at least that
is what we have got to arrive at. We
are not there yet, but we must get
there before we shall be prepared
to nherit lory and exaltation;
therefore a form of liness will
amount to but little with any of us,for
ue that knoweth the master’s will and
doeth it not shall be beaten with many
stripes. It is ‘‘not every obe that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of heaven; but He

unpleasant, exceedingly unhappy and.

connected with the Zion of God, for.

that doeth the will of my Father which
is in heaven.” These are doctrines of
the Gospel as I understand them. And,
it is not enough for us to embrace the
Gospel and to be gathered here to the
land of Zion and be associated with
the people of God, attend our meetings
and partake of the Sacrament of the
Lord’'s supper, and endeavor to move
along without much blame of any kind
attached to us; for notwithstandi

all this, if our hearts are not right,

we are not Eum in heart before God, if
we have not pure hearts and pure con-
sciences, fearing God and keeping His
commandments, we shall not, unless
we repent, pa.rtic‘lpnte in these bless-
inEa about which I have spoken, and of
which the Prophets bear testimony.

However, to proceed in relation to
these matters said that it was
necessary there should be oppos-
ing powers and that men should
be tested and tried as Jesus was
and just as other people have been.
And why? Having passed through this
ordeal that we may overcome the evil
with the good; for it is to Lim that
overcometh, said Jesas, that I will
grant to sit down with me upon my
throne, as [ have overcome and sit
down upon my Father’s throne. It is
not to him that puts onthe armeor only,
but to him that fizhts the good fight of
faith and overcomes the world, the
flesh and the devil; for him there is
laid up a crown of righteuusneas which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall
give unto him,

That power and spirit that disturbed
the elements and affected the people of
the old world still operates among the
children of men, and it is—I was going
to say a necessary adjunct to the Gos-
pel,in order that men may be tried and
proven. Jesus, of course, nnderstood
these things when He said, **If they do
these things in a green tree, what shall
be done in the dry?’* Said He,"Blessed
are ye when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall sayall man-
ner of evil against you, falsel{[.l for my
sake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad:
for great is vour reward in heaven: for
s0 persecuted they the prophets which
were before you.'” There is something
very plea-ing in reflecting upon these
things. To be thrown into a world of
evil where strife and corruption exist,
and to be mixed up with it; and then
to have sent to them the principle of
truth, a spark of intelligence descend-
ing f'mm the throne & God, the light
of the everlasting Gospel, which if men
receive in their hearts will bring them
into communication with God their
Heavenly Father, and make them to
feel that they are fizhting on the side
of God and the right, for everything
that ennobles and has a tendency to
exalt man. There is something worth

striving for in a battle of this kind, |

and there is something glorious in be-
ingable to conquer., It tries men's
souls sometimes, Peter, you know,
trembled under it; but Jesus said,
“Fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to de-
stroy both body and soul in hell.”” 1
say unto you fear Him; never mind
the other power. You have drank
from the river the streams whereof
make glad the city of our God. The
light of eterna’ truth has beamed upon
yoeur minds, and your hearts have been
Elad in the hopes of eternal life which
ave hefn presonted to yon when un-
der the influence of the Spirit of God.
You have rejoiced in the hope that
blooms with immortality and eternal
lives. Filled with this Eglrit you feel
that you are an eternal being having
the principles of the everlasting Gos-
pel within you- that you have received
the everlasting Priesthood, that you
arc associated with principles that will
exalt and ennoble man in time and
throughout the eternities to come.
There is something pleasing about ir.
And when these miserable ‘‘dogs"’
howl! and the coyotes yelp and exhibit
their folly and nonsease—I[ was going
tosay,who the devil cares?Some people
would think it is impious to say a
thing like that. Yes, and the same
eople think it very honorable to lie
n order to oppose the truth. No mat-
ter what men think of these things. 1
am not very precise in choosing my
words in reference to such matters.

But then, did we expect to get along
much better? People are very much
exercised adout us. Well, let them
exercise themselves. They are very
much troubled. Let them trouble
themselves, I am pleased to witness
the spirit of calmness and quiet and
unconcern that exists among the
Saints of God. It is the Spirit of God
and the Gospel of the Son of God that
zives that. And 1tis for us to continue
to do rigqr. and keep the command-
ments of God; and let us be careful
that when men tell these horrible
stories about us, that they are not
true. Blessed are you when inen re-
vile and persccute you and say all
manner of evil against you, falsely,for
Christ's sake: but if they should speak
evilof us and that evil be trus, then
there would be no blessing conaected
with it. We could tell a great many
things truthfully against these same
E.euple that slander and lie about us;

at itis a dirty business, a business
that reflects no credit upon any one
that is engazed in 1t. Let them take
their course. We can afford to move
upon a higher plane,doing good to them
that injure us: and we can pray for
those who evil entreat us, that we may
be the children of our Father in heav-
en, who makes His sun to shine on the
evil and the good, and His rains to de-
scend vn the just and on the unjust.
Who,let me ask, were to be pitied dur-
ing the time of the flood? the people
that disbelieved and disobeyed the Gos-
pel, or the people that were caught up

to heaven? Would you feel very sorry !

——

for those who were connected with
the Zion of God, or would you fee]
sorry for those poor, miserable, little-
souled, igneorant people who rejected
God and His law, and who in conse-
unence had to be swept off from the
ace of the earthb—which class would
solicit your commiseration?

To-day God has revealed to us great
principles; and He is desirous that we
should do rightand obey His law and
keep His commandments,

Among other things there is a great
hue and ery about what they -call

lygcamy and what they call bigamy;
ut our plural marr 18 N0 more
their bigamy than white is black or
than light is darkness, but seemingly
neither t.heg nor thelr judges nor legis-
lators cither can or do want to
comprehend the difference between
the two, great as it is. It would seem
that they either do not know or do not
want to know the difference between g
man’s marrying a second wife without
the consent or knowledge of the first
wife and in doing so deceiving the one
he marries, who believes him to be a
single man; and a man's marrying a
second wife with the knowledge and
consent of the first wife, and living
with his wives in honorable wedlock,
performing the duty of a husband to
them and of afather to their chiidren,
and maintaining sacredly his marriage
vows. I would suggest either a little
gas or electric light be turned on, and
that it ke allowed tw shine upon the
visions of their dull understandings;it
may help them some. But it is evident
that men do not want the truth, there-
fore they must believe as they choose
in regard to these things; it is reallya
matter of no moment to us. But for
the information of such people, it
there be any, let me say, their bigamy
is deception and fraud and a breach of
the mnrria%e covenant;while our polyg-
amy, as it is called, is the fulfilling of
the marriage covenant, it is honora-
ble and the fruits of it #e good; theirs
is done clandestinely, ours openly; we
acknowledge ours, they repud’iuta
theirs. They judge us from their own
standpoint, and their eye beiag evil,of
course, they see nothing but evil in us,
With them a man may have his wife and
also be mixed up with other women,
and while he may be rolling in wealth,
at the same time, perhaps, his poor
anfortunate offspring, the product ul
his vice and corruption may be sweep-
ing the crossings of the streets of our
large cities, begging from his father 4
eenny to help to support a miserable
txistence. his is compatible with
pheir high state of civilization and
purity, God save us from such
“Chnistianity,’’ from this time, hence-
forth and forever. (“"Amen’” from
voices in the congregation.] We do
not want it.We would say in relation to
that what a Prophet said on a certain
occasion, ‘*O my soul, come not thou
into their secret; into their assembly,
mine honer, be not thou united.” We
expect to be associated with more
honorable principles, and with mop
honorable people in l:fme and through
out all the eternities to come.

There is one thing 1 wish to say, wt
do not preach to them this very obnox-
ious doctrine of polygamv for t.he;
| to practice. Our Elders are se

torth to preach faith, repentance and
baptism for remission of sins. The
Iduct.rine_ot plural marriage does not
belong to people who are governed by
| such principles as they are, people
who break their marriage vows and

f

who wink at those who do it, people
who violate their sacred honor with
the opposite sex and trample uponand
destroy millions of the daughters of
Eve and drag them down to death
and destraction—it does not belong &
such ple; it belongs to the people
who have obeyed the Gospel of the
Son of God, the people who are in
possession of the principles of life,and
who are keeping the commandments
of God; it does not belong to Latter
day Saints even unless they are pure
and virtuous ;uniess they are honorable
and worthy they cannot be associated
with any such thing, much less can the
class that I have referred to who are
inaking so much neise about it;so they
| need not trouble their heads.

These tnlngvuu Latter-day Saints
understand, hen President Hayes
was here, in'conversing with him I told
him that it was not our intentiont
crowd our uliar ideas upon the re
ligious world; that we had received
the doctrine of plural marriage as 8
part of the Gospel, and that it wa
only for pure men and pure wumeti
that class, and that cluss only, could
receive it and practice it and make it
honorable;it was not for the licentiouw
and corrupt, but for those who fearel
God and worked righteousness, wh

‘ere true to themselves and true
the female sex, and who would stanl
by and suastain them and preserv
them in purity and honor. There
quite. a difference, ycu perceive, be
tween the one and the other. :

Weare seeking to carry out the won
and will of God according to the rev
elations which he has given unto us,d
of whichare based upon truth, virtug
purity and holiness, principles that ar
eternal, that always have existed anl
always will exist. The Christis
world make their covenants for time
only; we for time and for eternitr
hey expect te be associated will
their wives ‘“‘until death do thes
pait;”” we expect to be associate
with ours not only for time but fo
eternity. They not entering into anf
covenants for eternity, assume no ob
ligations beyond this life; but I an
sorry to say, it is quite a commod
thing among them to violate the cover-
ants they make pertaining to this Jife.
But that I may not be 1isunderstood
let me say further with regard to this
there are :any honorable people |




