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Knowledge obtained by Obedience.

If-thou hast got no faith, my sou,
And know’st not how to do,

Go, listen to the man ol God—
He’ll tell you what is true!

Olbey his words and when you’ve proved
The truth of all he’s said, :

You’ll then have knowledge, by his faith
And testimeny led.

Nauman scorned the prophet’s voice -
T'o wash as he wus bid,

And thought Damascus waters were
As pure—till he was chid.

Thus works are dead, without the faith
By heav’nly wisdom gained,

And neither singly by themselves
Has truth been e’er attained.

*Tis like a subterranean stream
Farth’s surface hid beneath,

Which faith perceives; reveals and shows
To him of little faith:

Who when he digs and finds the spring,
A fount of ample store,

Rejoiceth in the light of fuith
And in his works much more,

“My son,” said Heber, “that’s the way
By which all truth’s acquired;
The Spirit gave what I have taught
And I have you inspired.”
G. 8. L. Ciry, March 10, 1857.
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I presume there will not any person objeect to
my talking this morning, although there may be
manfr who wish to occupy the time. |

There are a few items that I wish to lay before
the brethrer; the first is congerning our northern
mission. A good many names g persons invited
o go north have been read here, and I want to
~say to all those brethren that we do not desire any
of them to go north with us this spring, unléss
they would Iike so to do and can make it conve-
nient to tuke the trip to see the country. We
will excuse all who do not wish to go, also all
whose circumstances rather forbid their going and
whose other duties of greater importance prevent
them. Again, 1 would like to have all who wish
o go on that journey consider that they have an
inyitation, so far ag they can go consistently with
their circumstances. I invite all to go who wish
to and can do sp conveniently. I think that the
brethren understand, both tliose who live in the
country and in this city, that the invitation to go |
north is not ¢iven in respect of persons, but any |
who liave not been invited and who wish to go,
~anay have the privilege; and those who have been
iuvited but caunot ' go consistently, we will ex-
cuse.

The brethren who have been called upon foreizn
inissions we expect to respond to the call cheer-
fully, where it is a dutys bul where we invife
- perseus 1o accompany usin visiting different re-
gions of country for our gratification, health, in-
?:rmutiuu and satisfaction, the case is'a little dif-

erent,

Last Sabbath I was here in the forenoon, but I
did rot feel able to come in the afternoon. How-
every 1 gave br. Kimball a text with regard to
this people to preach upon in the afternoon, and I
expect that be did so and presume that it proved
satisfactory to the conzregation.

Concerning what has been szid by br. Orson
Hyde sinee I came in, pertaining to light and
knowledge, it is worth our serious attention. I
understand that this people do not all live up fo
their privileges, I have told you that I was really
mortified to hear the Elders of Israel preachmng a
reformation; this is a source of mortification to
me; and thg reasons are these. When iife and
salvation are put into.the possession of individnals,
or of a community, and they have all the means
of obtaining the knowledge of God and the wis-
dom of Geod, to understand the ways of God and
to secure to themselves light, life and immortality;
and when those means are in them and round about
them, and in all their communicalions and avoea-
tions of life are present with them; then to think
that those individuals, or that community, should
neglect such a greal.opportunity and prize, a
prize beyond all earthly prizes or wealth of this
earth which can bear no comparison to it, is ex-
ceedingly marvelous; and to see them neglect
this great prize, their conduct is like, speaking
after the manner of the world, that of a miser
who should turn from a mountain of pold which
15 so valuable and zo to a sand banl to seratch it
over to pick out shot to make himself wealthy.

When life and salvation are put ifi the posses-
sion of individu%is, or of a people, to see them
neglect those principles for anythiug pertaining to
tuis world, or to let sorrow, or affliction, or trials,
or temptation, or buffeling, or smiting, or driving
with the sword, fire, or auything else in the shape
of persecation that ean be poured on them, and to
see them turn away from the things of God and
be driven from the path. of righieousness that
would lead them to eternal glory, and erown them
with crowns of glory, immortality and eternal
lives, is mortifying 1o my feelings; and I feel mor-
tified when we have to say, “reformationy’ yet
such 1s often the case. Aud many times when

eople have received and enjoyed great light and
intelligence, the things of. this world choke the
good word, thorns and thistles spring up, and they
seem to have but little root in themseives. = The
sun rises and scorches the tender plants that seem
fo be growinz in them, and we have to cry to the
people, “reform, rEForyM, REFORM,” when in
reality it is a disgrace that such instruction should

| contempt,

THE DESERET NEWS.

he made a solemn promise that he would not med- ! brace their Father, and he would embrace them

mortifying to angels, and I will insure that it is
mortifying 1o our Father Adam. His heart is
pained with such things; and the prophets are
pained with them, and go are all who understand
and have proved themnselves worthy of eternal
life, both those who now live on the earth and
those who have gone behind the vail.

For us to be repenting and reforming is really a
disgrace. If it is annoying to borrow light from
others, it 15 a disgrace to take a course in life to
have to repent of the use made of that light, It
is a disgrace to our organization, to the tﬁ:&ign of
heaven and to the intelligence God has given to

man for his benefit. Truly wise persons hate to|

look upen such conduct, they look upon it with
'Fhey are more worthy and noble than
to condescend 1o take a course in life which they
have continually to be repenting o,

As to light, a subject that br. Hyde has been
speaking upon, I will present a few of my views
in somewhat different terms. In the first place,
lo say that we “borrow light from one another”
I do not know that I precisely understand that
idea, for I have no light to lend. Perhaps I am
not so well endowed with light as some who have
lived on the earth, but I bave none to lend. I
will use another term, ani I might say perhaps
with a good deal of propriety, that the poet con-
veys my idea pretly correctly in his lines con-
cerning the wise and foolish virging:i—

“Go to them that sell, and buy,
And get yourselves a full supply.”?

Another wrpte:-f—

The richest man I ever saw, was him that begged
the most; |

His soul was filled with Jesus and with the Holy
Ghost.”

I will go to begging instead of borrowing. But
it 1s no great matter whether light is borrowed or
begged, for it is not so much the way in which [
obtain- knowledge, as in the use I make of the
kknowledgze I have obtained. ‘The wrong use of
our knowledge is what brings default in me or

oll.
. I say that I have no light to lend. If God has
given me light, if I possess the light of the Spirit
of revelation and bestow that knowledge upon
my brethren, that same fountain increases in me;
whereas, . 1f 1 were to shut it up—to close up
the vision—and keep it from the people it would
be like the candle lighted and put under the
bushel, where of course the want of free air
would extinguish it, and if the light in me be-
comes darkness, how "great is that darkness!
This is my explaration with regard to the light
that isinme. If 1 receive from the fountain,
the more I give the more I receive. The freer 1
am to hand out that which the Lord bestows on
me, the better 1#y midd is prepared to receive
more from the fountain; that 1s the experience of
every individuaal, '

Here let me say what I do know and under-
stand; every branch of kunowledge, of wisdom
of ligh', of understanding, all that 1 know, all
that is within my organization mentally or physi-

cally, spiritually or temporally, 1 have received:

fromn some source. Ho'it is with you. There is
no knowledge, no light, no wisdom that you are
in possession of, but what you have received from
some source, Do you think this is true?

When will we possess knowledge, and power,
and glory and wisdom independently? When
Jesus has finished his work. When we have
nroved ourselves worthy to be erowned, whenwe
have passed thiongh all the ordeals of suffering,
trials and temptaiions and proven to our Father
and our God that we are his friends, that we will
live and serve him and not forsake our Parents—

will not forsake our Father’s house and his pre-|P

cepts; when we have proven ourselves faithful in
the flesh and have gone through the vail into the
spirtt world—have done all that is required of us
in preaching to those who are in prison, and are
faithful until we receive our bodies again—auntil
these tabernacles which we now oceupy are res-
urrected and brought again to the spirits and the
spirits to the tabernacles and Jesus calls on us to
come up and be crowned among the faithful who
will receive crowns of glory, immortality and
eternal Life, then we will receive that power,
knowledge and wisdom, and possess it as inde-
pendenily as the: Gods possess their power, It
will then be bequeathed to them that they will
have light within themselves. - Why? = Because
they have control over the elements, and it will
never be until then, '

We have no lizht, no power, at present, only
what is given o us. Br, Hyde calls it borrowing,
but I call it & frea gift, or begzing. The Lord’s

giving doesnot diminish his fountain of spirit that

our philosopher br. Orson Pratt speaks of, that he
believes occupies universal space, or in other
woids that universal space is filled with, and that
every particle of itis a boly spirit and that that spi-
rit is all powerful and all wise, fall of intellipence
and possessing all the attributes of all the Gods in
eternity. 1 hardly dare say what I think and
what I know, but that theory, though apparently
very plausible and beautiful, is not true, for it is,
or would be, contradicted by the prophets, by
Jesus and the Apostles, and by all poed men who
understand the prineiples of etérnity, both those
who have lived and are now livicg on the earth.
Br. Hyde was upon this same theory once, and in
conversation with br. Joseph Smith advanced the
idea that eternity or bouudless space was filled
with the Spirit of God, or the Holy Ghost. Af-
ter portraying his views upon that theory very
carefully and minutely, he asked br. Joseph what
he thought of it? He replied that it appeared
very beautiful, and that he did not know of but
one serious objection to it. Says br. Hyds, “what
is that??>  Joseph replied, *‘it is not true.”
With all the knowledse and wisdomn that are
combined in the person of br. Orson Pratt, still he
does not yet kuow enough to keep his foot out of
it, but drowns himself in his own philosophy,
every time that he uudertakes fo treat upon prin-
ciples that he does not understand. When he

¢ver be necessary. It is a great disgrace; it is

was about to leave here for his present missioh,

dle with principles which he did not fully under-
stand, but would confine himself to the fust prin-
ciples of the doctrine of salvation, such as were
preached bﬂ biother Joseph Smith and the
Apostles. But the first that we see in his
writings, he is dabbling with things that he does
not understand; his vain philosophy 1s no cri-
terion or guide for the Saints in doctrine. Ac-
cording to his philosophy the devils in hell are
composed of and filled with the Holv Spirit, or
Holy Ghost, aud possess all the knowledge, wis-
dom and power of the Gods. If he believes his
own doctrine pertaining to the celestial and other

| kingdoms, viz., that the devils«in hell possess the

i

Lyou may observe the people and you will see an |

same power as the Gods, they being opposed to
Jesus and his Father, the whole fabric must fall.
When I read some of the writings of such philo-
sophers, they make me think, 0O dear, granny,
what a long tail our puss has got!*”

The iqfluences of the Almighty, by the Holy
Spirif, have got to work upon us to revolutionize
us. We must with our organization, as we
are organized fo become independent beings,
though notl yet independent of fhe #uifluences
around us, bring into subjection our own wills
and efforts and subject ourselves to the principle
of obedience to the eelestial law.  And when we
have overcome the seeds of sin that are in our
mortal tabernacles and brought our bodies and
spirits in subjection to the celestial law of Christ,
and proven ourselves worthy to receive that exalt-
ation promised to the faithful, then it will be high
time for us to 1eceive independent kingdoms,
thrones, prineipalities and powers. We have
them not now, and if we had we would not know
what to do with them,

There are but few men that know how to gov-
ern in temporal things; fewer still who khow how
to control the feelings of the people, how to guide
the power of any kingdom that was ever organ-
ized on the earth. Nations and kingdoms of this
world mse up and flourish only for a season.
What is the difficulty? They contain the seeds
of their own destruction, sown therein by the
framers of humen governments; those combustive
elements are orgauized in their construction from’
the first. _
the carefulness and correctness exhibited in
the formalion of constitutions and laws, they
have the seeds of desiruction within them-
selves, In the  laws of " every government
now on this eapth there are certain prin-
ciples in their constifutions that will ere long
sap the foundations of their existence; and so it
will be, so long as men continne o persist in ruling
and making laws, in regulating and controling by
human wisdom afan&, and in Issuing their man-.
dates and sendirg their officers {o administer laws,
made by the wisdom of man. I repeat, that just
so long they will continue to throw into their laws
into the constitutions of their governments, prin-
ciples that are calculated to destroy the fabries.

Why are they thus led to sow the seeds of their
own destruction? IBecause the kingdoms of this
world are not designed to stand. = 'When men are
placed at the head of government who are actu-
ally conirolled by the power of God—by the
Holy Ghost—they can lay plans, they can frame
constitutions, they can form poveruments 'and
laws that have nct the seeds of death within
them, and no other men can do it, Consequently
I say that there are but few who know how to
control or govern even in temporal uffairs on this
earth. Then why should we have kingdoms and
thrones commifted to our charge, when we are not
cepacitated to rule over them? We are now try-
ing to frame our lives 11 a way that we may be
prepared to live in a kingdom that is eternal, and
1t will be just about as much as we can do to pre-.
are ourselves to enter into that kingdom which
will endure for ever, without our being mnade
kings and priests in that kingdom for some time yet.

Can any man tell the variety of the spirits there
are? No, be cannot even tell the vaiiety there is
in the portion of his dominions in which God has
placed us, on this earth upon which we live, fer
we can see an endless variety on this little spot,
which is nothing but a garden spot in comparison
to the rest of the kingdoms of our God. Again,

endless variety of disposition, and an endless va-
riety of physiugnnmly. Bring the millions of faces
before you, and where can you find two faces
precisely alike inevery point? Where can you
find {wo human beings precisely alikein the oyzan-
1zation of their bodies with the spirits? Where
can you point out two precisely alike in every
Rnrticular in their temperaments and dispositions?

¥here can you find two who are so operated upon
precisely alike by a superior power that their
lives, their aclions, their feelings and all pertain-
ing to haman life are alike? I conclude that
there is as great a variely in the spiritual as there
is in the temporal world, and I think that I am
just in my conclusion.

You will see people possessed of different spirits;

but I will say 1o you what I have heretofore fre-

that every son and daughter of Adam, if t

quently said, and what br. Joseph Smith has said,
and what the Scripture teaches, your spirits when
they came to take tabernacles were pure and holy
aud prepared to receive knowledge, wisdom and
instructicn, and to be taught while in the fieshs <o
FIE}F
wonld apply their minds to'wisdom and magnify
their callings and improve upon every grace and
means given them, wonld have tickets for the
boxes, to nse br."Hyde’s fizure, inslead of going
into the pit. There is no spirvit  but what was
pure and holy when it came here from the celes-
tial world. “There is no spirit among the human
family that was begotten in hell; none that were
begotfen by angels, or by any inferior being.
They were not produced by any being less than
our Father in heaven. He is the Father of our
spirits; and if we could kn>w, understand and
do his will, every soul would be prepared {o re-
turn back into his presence. And when they get
there they would see that they had formerly lived

there for ages, that they had previously been ac- |

quainted with every nook aud corner, with the
palaces, walks and gardens; and they would em-

With all the excellency, and all

E

him 36D years,
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and say, “My son, my daughter, I have you
againy” and the chila .would say, “O my Father,
my Father, I am here again.”’ |

These are the fact§ in the case,and there are
none ticketed for the pit, unless they fill up that
ticket themselves through their own miscon- '
duct. Are all spirits endowed alike? No, not by
any means. Will all be equal in the celestial
kingdom? By no means. Some spirils are more
noble than others; some are.capable of receiving
more than others. There is the same variety in
the spirit world that you behold here, yet they are
of the same parentage, of one Kather. one God,
to say nething of who he is. They are all of one
parentage, though there 4s a diflerence in their
capacities and nobility, and each one will be called
to fill the station for which he is organized and
which he can fill.

We are placed on this earth fo prove whether
we are worlhy to go into the celestial world, the
terrestrial, or the telestial, or to hell, or to any
other kingdom or place, and we have enough of

|life given us to do this. And as I frequently

say, and think more frequently, it 15 a disgrace
for the Latter' Day Saints to say, “Let uslay
hold now and have a reformation.”” We should
hever cease reforming and seeking to the Lord our
God; and wherein we can belter any frait in our
lives, let us go to with our mights and jeform our-
selves and not ask an Elder to come and preach
reformation to us, aud we will find that every one
of us will be licketed for the boxes, if we will do
what we ought to do. If we fill out tickets so as
to pass Joseph, Peter, Jesus, the Prophets, Abra-
ham and the Patriarchs, our tickets will take us
into the celestial kingdom. And if we can pass
the Prophet Joseph, answer his questions and bear
his scrutiny, we shall consider ourseives pretlly
safe. We may fill out our tickets for seats in the
celestial, terrestrial, telestial, or sowe other king-
dom, just as we please. We have got to fill out
our own lickels; our own lives will fill therh up,
and we will be judged according to the deeds done
in the body, every one of us, and that is the fill-
ing up of the-ticket.

I remarked to br, Kimball last Sabbath, that
this people are the best people that everlived upon
the earth; I am actually a good deal inclined to
think so. Do not marvel at this remark, How
long did 1t take Enoch to purify his people—to be-
come hioly and prepared for what we want this peo-
ple to be prepared for in a very few years? It tool
' How long Las this people lived?
It will be 27 years, on the sixth of next month,
smce this church was organized. What do you
think about this people? I say that the virtuous
acts of their lives beat the whole woild, Were
the children of Israel ever so obedient to Moses,
as this people are to me? No, they never began
to be; fer obedience they could not favorably coin-
pare with this pecple. Moses led his people 40
years in the wilderness in rebellion, fisliting, steal-
g, whoring and every manuer of iniquitys and
their evils were so gieat that God cut every one
of them off iy the wilderness, except Caleb and
Joshua. He did not suffer one of them to go iuto
the Jand of Ganaan, except the two Ihave named;
they never revolled from Moses, but held up his
hands all the time. They never turned away,
not even when Aaron, his heif-brother and right
hand man, made the golden calf. WWhen Aaron
gathered up the earrings and finger rings and jew-
els, and made a calf and led the children of Israel
astray to worship an imnage and say, “These be
thy Gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage,” while Moses was in the mountain talk-
ing with the Lord, Caleb and Joshua did not turn
away; and if they were in that company, their
gouls shuddered while the people were making
that calf.

Were Enoch's men asobedientand advanced as
far ag this people in the same time? I think not.
Let this people continue to make the improvement
they have made, and 1t would not be 1065 years
before they eonld take this part of the countiv
and go off, should it be necessary, until the earth
i8 purified.. ¥Yet Enoch had to live and strive and
toil during 36D years, in order to bring his : eople
under the principle of strict obedience. This con-
trast is encouraging to this people.

Now let me tell you that there are hundreds of
men and women in this communily that believe
they ought (o repent, but eannot find out for what,
cannot tell wherein to do gifferently from what
they do, and do not know what to do. Do you
do everything yon know to be right and pleasing
in ithe sight of God? Yes, say hundreds and
thousands of the people. Do you do anythin
you know to be wrong? Hundreds may reply,
*we do not know that we do, but we do not feel
a3 though we enjoyed as much as we should.”
Hold on, do not get away from us. 1f you were
now in the enjoyment of the things you have a
presentiment of 1n your awn feelings, that in the
anxiety of yocur own hearts you are longing for,
if you could get all that in your pbdssession, you
would not stay here; we should lose you, for you
would be too pure to tarry in our society. Do not
be in a hurry; let us stay together and fight the
devil a Lftle longer. Some of you think that by

next fall you must obtain all that the Elders

preach, if yon do you will go behind the vail, and
we cannot have your sogiety.

With many a presentiment avises in their hearts

1Xke this, ©* We want something wonderful, or we

must do something that we have not done. We
must revolutionize our lives; we must reform,”
but they do not know wherein. Serve God ac-
cording to. the best knowledze you have, and lay
down and sleep quietly; and when the devil comes
along and says, ““you are not a very good Saiut;
you might enjoy greater blessings and more
of the power of God and have the vision of your
mind opened, if you would live up to your privi-
leges,” tell him to leave; thar you have long ago
forsaken his ranks and enlisted in the army of
Jesus who is your captain, and that you want no
more of the devil.

Should a sister full of faith happen to lay her
hands on the sick and they thereby be relicved in



