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HIGH COUNCILS.

ALLUSIONS are frequently made in_]

the public prints to the ‘Mormon
High Counecil,” as if it were some
mysterious tribunal armed with

terrible powers and clothed '~il|a'i1t.l:i

dreaded authority. Some explana-
tions in regard to this matter may
be of benefit to persons unfamiiiar
with enr Church government, and
will do no harm to the Latter-day
Saints, many of 'whem are not as

thoroughly acquainted as they

might be with the order of the
Priesthood, as revealed through the
Prophet Joseph many years ago and
published in the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants,

In every properly organized
Stake of Zion there is a High Coun-
cil. A Stake of Zion is an organi-

zation composed of a number of} pe

contiguous Wards, each of which
js under the watcheare of a Bishop.
The Stake is directed by a Presi-
dent and two Counselors. The
Figh Couneil i= composed of twelve
High Priests, selected and set apart
for this purpose, and sustain
that position by the people of the
Stake for which they act, at the
regular quarterly conference, at
which all members, male and fe-
male have an equal vote. In its
deliberations the High Council is
presided over by the Presidency of
the Stake. In the absence of his
Counselors the President can pre.
side, alone. BShould any of the
High Councilors be absent, if seven
or more are present the places of
the absentees can be temporarily
filled by other High Priests, select
ed by the voice of the Council.

adjudicate upon important cases of
difficulty which may arise among
the members of the Church iu the
Stakes to _which. they belong.
(Cases of lesser importance are to be
taken before the Bishops, Wwho,
with their Couuselors, each form &
lower court, appeals from which
can be taken to the High Couneéils.
Appeals from the latter c¢an be
taken to the Presidency of the
Church, but npot from ome High
Council to another, as each High
Council stands ou anequal footing,
as to authority and power, with
any other standing High Couneil.

In trying any case presented, six
Counecilors git on one side of the
Couneil room and six onthe other,
facing each other,with the Presiden-
cy at the head,a clerk also being at
hand. From one half of the Council
speakers act for the accuser, and
from the other half those for ihe ac-
cused. In simple cases one speaker
on each side is suflicient; in difli-
cult cases two on each side being
required, but in no case more than
six speakers are permitted. The
Councilors tike turns as speakers
by rotation.

A case js preseuted by a written
accusation, which is read by the
clerk, when the accused may enter
his plea. The evidence is then
presented and witnesses heard; the
counter evidence and  wiinesses
follow; nextthe Councilors on eich
side speak for or against the case,

and the accuser and accused then |

have the privilege of speaking per
sonally. Legal technicslities are
not considered; facts, justi¢e and
¢ quity being desired, and the Coun-
¢1jors being required to contend
for truth and righteousness” and
avoid partiality and personal favor.
The speakers for theé accuser are not
required to lean toward his view of
the case; neither are thosefor the
accused expected to defend him by
taking advantage of anything
wrong to screen or unduly as ist
him. Pettifogging is not in order.
The Council 18 not a court of law
bat of equity; and light is sought
for, 80 that the case may be seen as
it is in truth, and as viewed by God
and angels,

After all the evidences are in and
the speakers and priucipals have
been heard, the President gives his
decision, calling upon the Council
te sustain it, 1f Luey do so by their
unanimous or musjorily  vote, it
stards. 1fany Couwucilor perceives
an error in the decision the case can
be reviewed, and if additional light
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None of "the mer .
dents of these Councils recelve pay.
for their services, nor any feés from
parties to suits before them. ‘Their.
' éntirely gratuitous, |
These Councils are of vast bentfit
to the Latter-day Buints.  'They
save the expe
and dissatisfaction that att

~ervices are

T'hey ofler the best of opportu
that can ' be affordeda:
| thorough investigation and arbitra- |
tion of cases in dispute. They are
of men who are disinter-

Lheir witnesses,
perceived that trivialand unim-
rtant . cases should mnever. be
vrought before such a tribunal..

‘I'he secrét and mysterious nature

like a great many

ivLfluence and efféct afft
important evidence of t
origin of the Churchi of Je
of Latter-day Saiuts, . °
The duty of these Councils isto| | ; b
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the fear of God as K His servants,
they have the highest motives to
render & just judgment. It is rare
that their decisions are rejected, for
the general sentiment is,that a
conclusion arrived at by a body of
disinterested - men
w hich these Councils are com posed
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According to ‘the latest dispatches, | hath Sehool

which will be found “im another
column, the Indian, warrior refuses
the overtures of  peace pffered 1o
him and his command. by -the
United Btates Governmend.  y
The attitude of the Bioux chief
and his companions, is a caustic
comment on the white man’s
trustworthioess, ‘Dread of treachery
was the strongest feeling manifest-
ed by .the ‘‘antutored savages’
thrnqghuut}thq_,'{:lteﬁiﬂq, ~which
was arranged Wwith extreme  diffi-
cully, except the contempt ex-,
pressed in Sitting. Ball’s declara-
tion. that the Americaus were
“thjeves and liars.” |
Whatever may be said agsinst
the ¢ruelty and craft and dishones-
omiac deeds of the Indi-
an when roused to hostility, it can-
not be truthfully denied that the.
rapacily, falsebvod and truce-break-
ing of the white man, have invari-
ably boen the primal eause of the
red man’s rage and his march vpon
the war-path.' Joct s 1a
The history.of -the Black Hills’
settlement isiacase in point,and
shows the reason why Sitting Bull
8i now a fugitive- in' Canada, and
why he talks with such ‘bitterness
of ‘Ameriean duplicity and dishon-
esty. If theregion now settled by |
gold seekers was not the red man’s
country, why did- the Government |
send its troops to prevent thein-
trusion of prospectors,; ' and- to re- |
mowe them by armed foree? .. |
A virtual acknowledgment of th
Indian’s rights 'was openly: given,
An attempt was then made to ‘buy
the country ef the recognized own-
ers. Butthe price oflered was not
accepted by the Indians and their
demands were not aceeded to by the
Government. Thes the gold hunt-
ers were permitted to invade and
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TELEPHONIOC IMPROVEMENTS.

THE discovery of the t_gléphﬂﬂﬁ by
which sounds can be trausmitted

ce, is one of the most

important developments of the age,
To'sit in one’s own domiicile and |
hear a graud concert performed in
an opera house or music: hall sever-
al miles away, is something that
our forefathers never dreamed of as

possibility.  Bul this
be one of the .actusal
ts of science, and im,
upon -the original in-

strument are coming forth in rapid

'I wri&d on

rsede the Joeal use of
telegiaph, and the lat-

est discovery in this connection

ueh greater efliciency,

making telephony
widable rival of tele-
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[ be
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laid heneath the sea.

‘The discovery of the electric tele-
graph was one of the
closures of this
and development. slephonie |
communication is a slill furtheér|
maunifestation of -the forces of na-

greatest dis-
period of revelation

the harbinger of still

further “*invéntions,” which are

brought forth by, the
of the Great C .'u:str,
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Diamond cutting, which used to
be a business prineipally monopo

-
Jews at Amsterdam, is
uccessfully followed by

js presented, showhug & necessity | young women at Boston.

But telephonic|™

take possession of the very
‘'which was not purchased, and the
acknowledged ewners of the  soil,
upon resenting the ‘robbery
g:‘unnp'd upon by

vernment,hunted down ordriven
from their property, and' their suc-
cessesare called madsacres, while
the triumphs of the white invaders

are halled as victories,

Sitting Bull has ample cause for
the/distrust. he exhibited, and, we
are sorry to say, he aud his asso-
ciates and the tribes of the aborigi-
ves which are stil left upon the
land, have good._ reason for apply-
ing to their civilized conquerors
those stinging epithets which Bit-
ting Bull launched at the heads of
the Commission te Canada.

WEEER STAKE CONFERENCE. |

| The regular Quarterly Confer-
ence of the Weber Stake of Zion
convened on Saturday morning,
Qectober 20th, at 10 o’clock a.m., in
the Tabernaele at Ogden City.

- On thé stand were President
John Taylor, and of the
‘Apostles, Elders F. D. Richards,
Joseph F', Smith, and Daniel H.
‘Waellg; also Bishop Thomas Taylor,
.of this city; also Elders D. H.

l

Midadleton, of the'presidency of the
Weber Stake,and all the Bishops of
the. Wards, excepling two who
were absent from home, | :

The meeting was ealled to order
by Psesident Peery.. . . .

Tuhe choir led by Professor M.
Pugh. with Prof, J. Fowler, at the |
ofgan,sang the hymn .

110 = Avisel arise with joy survey

' The glory of the latter cay.

Elder David' M. Stuart offered
prayer, and the ghoirsabg - -
‘God mc.wiif a mysterious way.
 The whole qfl the forencon was
devoted to hearingreperts from the
seventeen _wards of, 'which the
Stake i composed, which were all
represented. The reports as given
by the Bishops, 'were exceedingly
interesting, and very encouraging,
indicating the State to bein a goed
. L Since
last Conference all the wards had
been visited three times by the
presidency of the Stake, who had
‘completed the organization of the
priesthood. * | |
. One of the marked features of the
reports was the great good that had
aiready resulted from organizing
the Lesser Priesthood, the younyg |
men responding to the call they!

bas turned ont a miserable failura.-;}

&

{praiseworthy labors of the Female
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Jand |

, were | through the coun
the armies of the |0 nearly

"City, on the 6th apd 7ch ihs

‘this Conferenge. He also presented
the authorities of the Weber Stake,

‘rose,

that was being’taken in the Sab-

«; but more particularly
was this noticed In’ the reporis of
some - of thé wards where th

Thomas, Merley as President of
the Becond Quorum, swith H. B.
ﬂt:cn&.:‘a apd Jeseph T. Jobhnson as
his nselors.

=u

‘Bishops and'their ¢ounselors were|  pioy o 4 Jones s Dresidetit
_ 3 - . president of the
regular attendants, and theé "lhTi:: Third Qaorum, with James Martin

delighted in acecompanyin
Jittle ones, and rendered substantial

aid. Jn one of the wards where| q :
money was scarce, the Bishop hit| ;g w.ﬁuumafn,?:&ﬂtgegih{g
upon the idea of utilizing, labor and Manning and John England as his
tg:nitl:eg -itﬂinmfnviailabl?] mléﬂ_nnﬂTl;;H Chsinsaiorat
L nefit of /1ls 8ChoOl. . 1D€Y 7 oo A ' (Cox as President of the
sterner sex h:;m"df*pl“-t'! one #nd| pirh Quorum. with *Wheatly Gib-
all, . furnis potatoes, | .o, and Charles Buck as his Coun-
planied, Lhem ﬁ#?d gashered élhv selors. | ,
increase. his is commendable, | "y ..o patersen as President of the
z:‘l mifht: B::t.tr# ::f{‘?‘ @t:lf;it Sixth Quorum, with John Farrell
tried elsew here. -ty and’ George Hills as his Coanselors.
LT v -3 BIEH{}PE.;JHE: 3

First- Ward, Ogden @ity

and Lorenzo Dabell as his Counsel-
Ors.. (O'8 CITAUD
ilson -

4z r Lla Ak

Relief Societide, almosy every ward

priding iteelf in""baving ene. The| JLFUUA

good they were 'doing in looking | Brown, with W. H. Pidcoek and
after the welfare of the needy,and | B. C. Critchelow as his Counselors;

sick, and the energyjthey manifest- | Second Ward, Ogden City, Robert
ed in gathering up wheat, was gen- McQuarrie with Samuel Eggleston
erally referred to. The reports also | and James Bureh as his Counselors;
showed that the special attention Third Ward Ogden City, Winslow
of - the bishops was being given to rr with Bajpard Whiteaud Jobn
the education of the young, and in | Hastings aa.hia_(ipynae.lum;ﬁj‘uu;l.h
fostering amd encouragiog - tbe| Ward, Ogden City; N. C. Flyglare
Young Men’s and Young Ladies’ | with Edwin Strat rd . and, Win-
Mutual Improvement Associations, | tbrop Farley as his: Counselors.

and the geperal growth and im- North Og ,En,Wal_'d, Amos May-
provement of the Baints in the cock, with Benjamin Cazler aund
faith and works 2f the Gospel. Nathanie]l Montgomery ~as his

Choir sang— ol B |

Counselors, § daaty 3.
Hark, the song of jubtlee. Huotsville, Ward, F. A. Ham-
Adjourned till 2 p. m.

mond, ‘with , ~ Willlam , Halls
and W. C. Mortgnson as hig Coun-

Benediction by  Elder L. F.|gelors. o e
Moneh. . | .- | Eden Ward, Josiah M. Ferrin,

PR v —tud with Peter Johnson and XEnoch
¥ 'y yed ¥ 6T 2 pm. |BGurnsashis Counselors, .

The choir sang— | w Harrisville Ward, P. G, Taylor,

with William C, Rawson and Dud-
ley Chase as his Counselors.

Plain City Ward, L. W. Shurt-
liff, with John Spiers, and P, C,
Green as his Counselors, ; .
 Blaleraville Ward, John" A. All-
red, with John McKnight and S.
W. Perry as his Counselors. .

Marriptt’s Ward, James Kitchie,

Come Holy Ghost our hearts in:pire.

. .Bishop Thomas Tajylor engaged
in prayer, and the:choir sang an-
other hymn. My ig® 35S
"Counselor ‘L. J. Herrick of the
presidency of the Stake addressed
the Saints. He  stated _that
President, ]]f: dH._ Eﬂﬂr{‘ and iﬁil:
counselors had made three VIS8t oith James Burton .and  H. H.
Sty wad e cmied | ey 2 Gt
o AR A cprr e .ﬂsTh”mm#ﬂ' "Mouund Fort Ward, David Moore,
tion o e "? e. They realized with James Taylor and 'Gustave
E{ﬂt pleasure in their labors and |y .ceqahl as his oupselors.
thanked God for the success Which | ™"y o1\0 \Ward, D. F, Thomas, with
haghakt%ndedlthgh piaom . |Wm. B. Hutehins_and Rasmus
pe . Femalc ef Society, ub-| Christofferson as his Counselors.
‘Ilfr the guidance of :_‘:ilgt&[f ale | West Weber Ward, John 1. Hart,
ichards was an important feature | wii}, yames F. Hunter and Andrew
in the organization of the Btuke|G Bowman as his Counselors, -
Hooperville Ward, Gilbert Bel-

and had met with great success.
They were busy in laying up wheat |y, “with Charles  Patker and
as his Counselors.

and he advised the Eilders to as-| 1, :

gist them in this laudable purpose; John Flinders
President Wells oceupied the re-

mainder of the time, the subject of

his discourse was the literal build-

Riverdale Ward, Sanford Bing-
ham, with John C. Thompson® and
Wiliiam Stimpson as his Counsel-

ors.
ing up of the kingdom of God. 5 o g IRMER S0 L o A
%haﬂmlialiml report of the Stake | ; }‘:hﬂl’tﬁ'r?de:iﬂttn'ﬁt' Irﬁ N. Bpauld

was read by Elder. L. F. Monch,
after which Eider Richard Ballan- |
tyne, Superintendent of Babba

Schools gave his report,from wh

it appeared that 2,500 children
were attending Sabbath Schools in
the county. Great progress and
improvement had been made, the |
jubilee concerts had given a greal
impetus to the cultivation of musie,
the administering of the sacrament
had done much good, and: the
young people were generally inter-

Y PRIESTS QUORUMS, .
. Tho Bi:hop and his Counselors of
the 2od Ward asthe Presidency of
the First Quorum of Priesls; of the
2o0d Ward as the Presideney of the
Second Quorumj; of Harrigville as
the Presidency of the Third Quor-
um; of Hooperville as the Presiden-
| ey of the Fourth Quorum;.of Hunts-
ville as tbhe Presidency.ofithe Fifth
Querum; of Slatersville as the Pre-
sidency of the 6th Quorum, .

“E‘ﬂ'i ' Hiov | TEACHER’S QUORDMS. - *
Olr sang ‘ i IP0 (R g b AT SN :
‘How beauteous are their feet. |.. First , Ward, Ogden, City—John

M, Browning, President; Wallace
Boyle, and Bepjamin P. Critchlow

Adjourned till Sunday
lder Cyrus H.| his eounselors.

" 'Benediction by E

at 10 a.1n.

W heelock. - Seeond Ward, Ogde ,%‘E" “David
g i ‘.- ) ’ ! --.DOI.H]", Pr@&t:;_tiubng._. | ELFE:HI'
... Sunday, 10a.m. | Councilor; (seeond not elected,)
Choir sang: 753 ekl le.l?ll;d. Ward oot given.
: Sweet is the work. : oo F ourth Ward, Ogdén GMP’_Wm.
Prayer by Elder R. F., Neslen. W. Fife, President; Jessé (3. Strat-

ford ahd Parley 1. 'Wright, Coun-
selors, <220 ‘ b
“Nortfi Okflen, Thomss Brown,
President, Thomsas Budge'and ‘W
H. Crandall, Counselors, ~ '
“Huntsville Ward, Andrew G.
Jensen, President, Edward H. An-
derson and 0.D. AHen, Cetunsgelors.
- Edet Ward, Thomas H. Ballan~
tyive, President, Thaddéns'M. Fer-
rin and-John Faeckrell, Counselors,
Harrisville Ward, Wm. Gegrand,
President, Newel Taylor ana Jos-
eph Brown, Counselors. -~ 7 s,
Plain City Ward — Joseph Ged-
des, President; George Evins and
James Carver, Counselors, </ ©
- Blatersville Ward— Henry Bar-
tholomew, President; James Slater,
z‘;gﬂt Counselor (second ' not select-
West Weber Ward—George Els-
worth, President; Wm. C. Hunter
and Wm. Tilfora, Counselors.
Hooperville Ward=Samuel Fow-
ler, jr,, President; Joseph Arave
and Ollver Belknap, Counselors.

Choir sang: , _
Before Jehovah's glorious throne.

Eider C. W. Peurose then pre-
senled the General Authorities of
the Church as sustained at thie
Geheral Conference &t Salt Lake
Ls

.. who
were unabimously ﬂuat.!ii'ué&" by

who were all unanimo
ed as follows:

D. H. Peery, President of Weber
Stake of Zion, with L. J. Herrick
and C. F. Middleton as his Coun-
selors. | AR Aemgad 1 o

As members of the High Coun-|
cil—Israel Canfield, I. N. Goodale,
Thomas Doxey, Charlées W. Pen-
Thomas Wallace, Joseph
Stanford, E. N. Freemdn, F. 8
Richards, R. Ballantyne, D. M.
Stuart, W. W. Burton, Joseph A.
West. Fy !

Lorin Farr as President of the |
High Priests’ Quorum.

usly sustain-




