DANA, 'the storm center of ths
! “recent maseacres of Armeni~
ans, ig the capital of a vilayet
‘of {ts own name on the right
‘Mnk of the Sihun river, thirty miles
‘from’the sea, in Aslatic Turlkey. Des-
iftory. civil war ‘has also added to the
@nmerlng unrest of ‘the farther east.
briz s the center of the trouble in
irala. . In the first Instance, Turkish
wWdlery without officers led Iin mas-
"stere; rapine and incendiarism. In the
feond, insurgents in Persla carrled on
oir revolt under ' the leadership of
1 éattar Khan, who boasted that he was
‘well supplied with men, money, arms
-apd ammunition.

i fConditions in the center of the Mos-
uprising have been unsettled for
dmo:time. Animosity has existed be-
tween the Turks and Armenians, ow-
"Ifg to the palitical activity of the lat-
i tor and thelr open purchasing of arms.
. The first’ aggravated massacres broke
out In the district north of TLatakia,
sirlg,v, April. 23, when  thousands  of
i Tutks-swept down upon the Armenian
sectlon of the town ‘of Kersal and
other - places, burning all buildings,
killing many men and driving others,
together with.women and children, into
the mountains. ™ Many of these reached
@l Datakla by land or sea, hungry and
worn by flight.

‘,-The editorial secretary of the Amerl-
can board of .forelgn misstons in ‘Bos-
ton, commrentig  uponr the ' situation

A0, - “Ttavipears: that: tho  sediflous],

abfivity of the Armenlan Natlonalists)
was the provoking ‘dause.” ' A former
degretary of the board referred to the
dements that brought on tho condi-
i6ns fn Asia Minor as ‘‘revolutionary
Armenians” and “fanatical and reac-
topary Moslems.”

| The recent ' uncertainties preceding
the. dethronement ™ of Sultan Abdul
Hamld aided  the malcontents mato-
rially and had to do with the revival

)
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tion of Christians and Turks in the
army. This svas taken by the Moslem
factlon as an attac'- on thelr anclent
faith.:  The nearer the Young Turks
came to' bringing about their reform
the more discontented tha Moslems
grew, It is the consensus of opinion
in many circles that the former Sultan
Abdul was In accord with the malcon-
tents and that this culminated in the
reyolt of April 13, which later led to
the expulsion of Abdul Hamid. ®En-
couraged by the p}'onllsed reforms of

Ahe Young Turks, many Armenians re-
turned “to Constantinople:

% It 18 be-
Heved that ABdul,‘fcoring the 'réesult,
undertodl to”oftset it Ly indirectly, if
not otherwise, fomenting ' feeling -in
Asfa Minor which, before he was re-
moved, led to the recrudescent epi-
demic¢ of massacre and raplne. Racial
passions of the fanatical masses in
Asia Minor constituted the hope of the'
old regime of Constantinople. 'This in-
tensifled anxiety in Russla.

“The -arrest. of fifty Turkish officers
at Erzerum April 27 by Turkish troops,
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Aslatic Turkey. Wriuﬁg of the up-,

rising at Adana, the Rev. Herbert]
Adams. Glbbons of Hartford, Conn.,

sald: *Adana is a hell. The bazaars
were looted and set on fire, There were
continuous and uncerazing shooting and
killing in every part of the town, and
fires raged:in many quarters. The
town was pillaged and destroyed.”
Tho writer ‘added that in a half hour
ho counted dozens of cavte loaded with
dead Armenians The bodies  were
taken to the river and there dumped
into the;waters. Durlng this scene of:
murder 250 50 called Turkish reserves
withoutiofficers seized a traln at Adana
and compelled’ihe engineer toiconvey
them to" Tarsus, whers they took:part
in completing the destruction of the
Armenian qguarter. What massacre
and looting have done for Armenia is
graphically told in the briei  state-
mient that no longer ago than 1894 {t
was estimated that out of .a population
of 25,000,000 only 5,000,000 remained.
The depopulation was notdue entirely
to murder; but murder and ‘the <ondi-

ERERRE GEE B8 a8

RESIDENT = and  Mrs. Tart
will be the special gucsts of
tho city of Charlotte, N. C.,
aHs Thursday, May 20, on the oc-

;. taslon of the one hundred and thirty-

- fourth anniversary of the signing of

o the Mecldenburg declaration of inde-

fidence. There was some commend-
< @ble rivalry in the hospitable southern
dty as to who should do the honors
if.'_u;-in;: the visit of the president and his
W:lfc. but it was arrangec that the com-
m!{tec- Wil officially look after the dis-
Qﬂgulshed guests, while the entire city
Vifl be tho beneficlaries. Mrs. “Stone-
Yall” Jackson Is also to take part in
s,ptr:rmining the Tafts.
(It will not be the first time that a
dresldent of the United States has in-
ferested himself ‘in, the, incident that
P4t Charlotte-in: the light as' the pre-
Sursor of the glory that made Phila-
®Iphla famous, * Andrew Jackson had
dfopy of the -Mecklenburg declaration
Mfithe walls of the Hermitage. James
K Polk believed that  Charlotte was
tititled to first place as the cradle of
Amerfoan independence. Theodore
Roosevelt paid’ his: tribute: to the. fine
o southern ecity.  The next will be
l_?_reskient Taft, If President Jeffarson
ddn't know' that a declaration: of ‘in-
“,Ullt‘ndcnce hod - been formulated In
Charlotte, N. C., until fourteen months
aier one had been framed in Phila-
:“l‘lphla. that was ais fault, as viewed
0m any locality in North Carolina:
an‘y 20 Is 2’ legal holiday in North
Carolina, and. the Mecklenburg decla-
Tation is the reason therefor, It was
MM that date in 1898 that the monu-
ezt {0 the memory of! the signers of
tha detlaration was unveiled’ in' Char-
I8tte. . Tha monument: stands' on - the
Slte of anold museum that used to be
l_l‘Q cocial gathering ‘place of the city.
g"!ﬂ of the: traditions of. the anclent
14l 15 that when Cornwalifs visited

2 arlotte a spiritea daughter of Meck-
giburg  county refused to be pre-

:%;!:ted to his lordship because he was

.m;encmy of her country and “because
* Drivate life had, not been: that of
“&entleman 'in America {
thilcc:lﬂe,nburg' county remains loyal ‘to
] Memory of the sigmers. May 20 is

qf;eater day in the old county than

e Fourtl of July in New England.

X

It is believed in North Carolina, as
well as in some other sections of the
country, that the delégaies who made
the declaration were elected from the
nine militia districts in the county, It
is still maintained that while the con-
vention was in session a horsecman gal-
loped up to the house with a handbill
containing the news of the battle of
Lexington. The news determined the
action of the convention, it is claimed.

Mecklenburgers had  taken part in
the battle of the Alamance four years
before, and Mecklenburgers, disgulsed
by painting their faces black, had de-
stroyed the powder
transported by Colonel. Moses Alex-
ander, commlissary of the oppressive
Governor Tryon, A few years later
Cornwallis wmarched through Char-
lotte, but.the reception given him was
so hot that he called the town “a hor-
nets' nest.” “Hornets’ nest” it is to
this day. .On the monument erected to
the signers of the Mecklenburg dec-
laration is a hornet’s nest in bold re-
lief, bearing the graven words, “Let
Us Alone,” The Carnegie library has
a hornets’ nest on its bookplate. In
very many ways the words of Corn-
wallis have been adopted as the sym-
bols of tha spirit of tho town.

The “hornets” have marked, the
place where Andrew Jackson was born,
in spite of the claim set up by South
Carolina that he was born 'in that
state. The monument I8 typical of the
loyalty of North Carolina. It is con-
structed of Tar Heel granite. The
shaft:stands'in Union county. Tablets

in the sidewalks of Charlotte testify |

that ‘the town has had hjstory other
than the declaration.  One is in'front
of the house where Cornwallis had his
headquarters-when-he found the town
‘50 hot. There is a tablet in front of
the inn where Washington was enter-
tained when he was president. An-
other tablet shows where Jefferson
Davis stood making a speech when he

was handed a telegram shich told of}
Not far

the assassinationiof Lincoln.

from this isite stands® the house in

which the last meeting of the cabinet{ ',
of the Confederate states government |’

was held. : :
The authenticity of the Mecklenburg
declaration of independence has: been

discussed so often that a bare out-

2 arbe ] {a Mi . B who sent the officers to Trebizond, was  tions created thercby brought al:out‘;
:{né];s:;gb;gi?g x’;]?uﬁ?subrou?;%i on :;lzg believed to indicate .the beginning of ajthe startling decimation. .Untold. num-j
thanges ‘of last summer the Moslem | revolt of the provincial troops. - I'bers that were not killed fled-th& Eoun-

| fanatics have been restless. The What recently happened in Adanaitry and became wanderers on the
Young Turks proclaimed freedom and! was a repetition on a larger scale of folco of the. earth. Many are In thej
: é['imlity and adyocated the amalgama-' what has ‘occurred in other years in'United States Loc};}_y.
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line of the subject will sufiice in this
connection.
The first convention, although this
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MOSQUE OF ST. SOPHIA

Another element in Asia: Minor: that
must be reckoned with in the fomenta-
tion of that section of the earth is the
Druse tribesmen. A curious aggrega-
tion 'of fanatics, these Druses. They
had a deputy in Constantinople to look
after thelr interests. The deputy was
killed by Mohamnmedans,  'The Druscs
have threatened retallation on the Mo-
hammedans of BEejrut. No 'man can
foretell when' this threat will be car-
ried cut. The Druses hold exclusive
control of about forty clties and vl
lages in Syria, and they are powerful
In Lebanon and other surrounding dls-
Originally thelr religion was
Mohammedan, but in the ' eleventh
.century they protected Caliph Hakem
of Egypt, who preached that God had
been reincarnated in him, and they
have held to that belief ever since
with stern fanaticism. . They have re-
sisted attempts to subdue them for
nine centurles.

Rampage by the Kurds.

. 'To return to the Armenians, who are
just now the center of the stage of un-
rest, they call themselves Christians,
J/They still have an independent church
in Constantinople. The mosque of St.
Sophia in the city of the crescent was
formerly ' a  Christian church. = This

mosque {s the central bulilding in the
Moslem world. There have been sey-
eral minor movements against Arme-
nians ‘n Turkey during the last twelve
months, notably at Viran-Shehr and
Bagdad last October, and ‘ rellgious
rioting took place at Smyrna In Jan-
uary and in Jerusalem in February of
the current year. In the last fifteen
years many hundreds of thousands of
peasants, peaceful and Industrious, nc-
cording to misslonary accounts, have
been * driven out of thelr flelds and
their property confiscated by nomad

Kurds. It was the policy of the late
Sultan  Abdul to exterminate Chris-
tians, especially Armenians, in order

to free the sultan from the fear of the
partition of his empire. Many emigrat-
ed to Russia or the United States, and
those who remained became slaves to
the Kurds. In former conditions agrl-
culture was progressing and there was
an ample supply of provisions. Peas-
ants,  small landowners, wera fairly
content and paid a goodly sum an-
nually in taxes to the public treasury
The Kurds after getting possession of
lands turned them into pasturage for
their flocks, cultivated very liitle of the
soll and paid no taxes. Instead they
sent most of their booty to the clique
at the Yildiz. This abnormal condi-
tion resulted in the famine and misery
of today. Many returned to their
homes to find them in the hands of the
Kurds, thelr churches turned into sta-
bles and thelr villages pastures, They
demanded their lands back, and in many
cases they brought suits against the
Kurds. This, together with other con-
ditions mentioned, has fanned the fa-
naticism of the Kurds into flames, and
massacres have resulted.  The strug-
gle is one¢ of race and religion;
Armenia today Is a historic name
solely. There is really no politfcal dis-
trict known as Armenia.

{ is disputed, was held May 20, 1775. ltt

has been asserted that there was an-
other and that it was held May 81 of
the same year. The ussertion that tho[
declaration was formulated in the lat-|
ter convention raised the question and|
started a prolonged discussion. 1t has!

.|-also been stated that the original copy |

of the declaration was destroyed by |

fire, but in April, 1819, what purported ! to Philadelphia by James Jack, a mes- |
to be a copy was publiShLTi in a Ra-|senger, and that, while many members!
J | of the congress in sessicn In PhHudel-{

Certain phrases in this copy, similar!phia approved of the document indij- |
to passages in the Declaration of In-| vidually, the house deemed it prema- |

leigh (N. C.) newspaper.

dependence of July 4, 1776, have added |
doubt as to the authenticity of the|
Mecklenburg  declaration. However. |
the leglslature of North Carolina in!
1831, after an investigation of the sub-!
ject, declared May 20 as the legal |

holiday. to commermorate the signing of | containing 5,000 acres is divided into!
| slx model farms, to one of which the

the Mecklenburg document,

In the manuscript collections of the!
‘Wisconsin Historical society is an ap-|

Nl
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ticle by Lyman C. Draper on the his-
tory of the Mecklenburg document.
The conclusion of the author is against

the authentleity of the declaration. On|
the, other hand, other sriters defend !

the authenticity. Among these Is Ban-
croft, the historian.

. It .has been asserted that a copy . of
the Mecklenburg declaration was sent

ture to take any action,

ALEXANDER HARRIS.

FARMS FOR HGLLAND PAUPERS. |

There are few
in Holland,

ablebodied paupers
A tract of public land

person ‘applying for public relief s

sent.
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(mains only the remnant of an nncient{
kingdom hemmed in Dbetween the]
despotic empires of Russia and Turkey
and belonging almost to the latter, |

While all these condltions exist, there|
are, others which present a curfous!
paradox. Armenlans are commurclal!
in their nature, a trait unknown among|
the Turks. They arce modern, progres-f
sive, competitive. They are the bank- |
ers and brokers where conditions per-|
mit. Many have risen to positions of |
prominence and Importance in  the
Turklish service, It has been sald by
students of the Armenian question that
they rival Mohammedans in clever ras-
cality. Through centurie: of persecu-
tion thay have become clannish. Their
position In Torkey is declared by con- |
gervative critics to be similar to that]
of tiie Hebrews in Russia.  In many |
respects the Armenian question is the!
Semitic question over again.

Former Armenian Troubles.

A hurried review of previous trou-
bles In Armenia will enable one {o un-
derstand mors clearly nresent condi-
tions. {
| ‘What 18 known as the anclent land |
{1s divided among the Turks, the Rus- |
slans and the Persiang and the Ar-

menian people have been Scattered over
| Asin. Minor and a considerable terri-
| tory i Burope. The Armenians, cs-
t‘pcclully those in Asiatic "Turkey, have
{ had aspirations toward national unity
A revolutionary movement was  in-
spired by the Russian nihilist propo-
ganda after 1885.  ‘I'he pacification of |
the country was Intrusted by the porte
to tho ISurds, who constituted the na-
tional police, © Many confiicts marked
by extreme cruelty occurred between
the revolutionists and the police in the
provinces of T'rebizond, Bitllis and Br-
zerum. The atrocities committed by |
the Kurds, acting in their official cn-i
paclty, stirred Europe and America to!
horror in 1805 and 1896. An(!-Arme-‘
nian feelings had apprared throughout
Aslatic Turkey in the spring of 1894
In August of that year o massuacre of
Armenians. was  perpetrated at Sas-
sun, and the fever of murder spread!
{ all over Asiatic Turkey. In the spring|
and summer of 1835 the slaughter of |
Armenian cmen,  women.and . children |
continued until the representatives of!
England, France and Russia, backed
up by their assembled warships, wrest-
ed from the sultan the promise of
reparation and reforms. A commission
was sent to the scene of conflict to!
i investigate conditionz, and’ the Ar-/
| menian  patriarch was summoned to
Constantinople to state the demuands of
the Armenians The sultan's irade
went  forth, the commission labored. !
land © the massacres continued Ar- |
merfans were butchered at Trebizond
Erzerum.and in other places, At Diar-
bekr a pitched battle was fought be-
tween Armenians and Turks in which|
6,000 men perished.  In the provinces
of Irzerum and Trebizond whaole vil-
lages were devastated Famine and
plague attacked the survivors of the
massacres, and the Turkish govern-
ment was forced, after great reluctance |
into permitting the work of rolief or-
manized by Clara Barton and the Red |
Cross society to be carriced on. The!
outrages subsided In 1896, but In A(- |
gust occurred a . frightful’ carnage : of
Armenians in the streets of Constantl- |
naple, perpetrated by a mob at the In-.|
stigation of the government, in retalia-
tion for the attack on the Ottoman
bank made by Armenian patriots. It
was estimated that at least 8,000 Ar-
menians were beaten to death in the|
streets and on the roofs by hired ruf-
fians, Na  reparation could be de-|
manded of the Turkish government, in- |
Lasmuch as the Armenlan revolutionists
by their riotous action had put them- !
selves and their innocent countrymen
outside the law. Since that time the
sporadic slaugiter of Armenians on
major and minor seales has continued |
at various times = Massacres broke out
with renewed ferogcity within the last
few weeks

When
most

thinks ¢f Persla one al-
immediztely recalls the =aving

one

of an Enzlish writer that a Persian
blushes when he tells the truth, and
the DPes n diplomacy s horseplay |

The shah is trembling on his peacock
throne for hiz life His troops have
invested Tabriz, and the Canstitution- |
alists are making a ‘stubborn stand |
The newspapers of the new party ‘are!
bein 1 suppresséd, and the leaders are
being imprisoned or driven into exile |
Mr. Stolypin's organ in St Petershurg|
draws a dark picture of the situation!
in the shah's dominion. 1t declaresl
that the policy of ths shah, if it may!
be dignifled as & policy. i3 Insincere. |
| corrupt and tyrannical.  Nevertheless |
{ the St Petersburz organ i3 forced to !
conclude that the demnnds for
restoration of the constitution ecannoy!
listened to by Ru'ssin  If Russia !
cannot listen 1o the vaice of the new |
party in Persia it I1s unlikely that tha:
governments of  Europe willl
open their ears.

' (FRANK M  BROOKS. !
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INFORMATION IN SNAPSHOTS.

TRAVEL BY ANT NESTS.

A species of ant in Australia builds
its nests along a north and south line
so accurately that a traveler may di-
rect his course by their ald.

NO MINING IN ICELAND.
Up to the present time no mining
hag been done In Iceland. Investiga-
tions have shown that there are rich
veins of gold in the vicinity of Reykja-
vik, tho chief port.

WEATHER CHARTS IN SCHOOLS.

Study of weather charts is now gen-
eral In'the elementary schools of Han-
over and Schleswig-Holstein with the
object of making their value in agri-
culture better known,

ORIGIN OF THE EGGPLANT.‘
The origin of ‘the egrplant is Indfa;
that of the broad bean is unknown, as

ialso that of the lentil, the pea, check-

The.last named ap-
come originally from

pea and haricot.
pears to have
America.
ShNOW THE YEAR ROUND..
| "There is ‘never a part of the year
! when Pikes pealk s enlirely without
l'snow. In the hottest July and August
weather snow is to be found even at a
considerable distance from the top of

| the mountaln:

LEATHER SHOD HORSES.

In some parts of Australia the horae
is shod with leather instead of iron,
the feot receiving better support, but
this novelty 135 employed only in re-
gions where the ground {s permanently
covered with grass or fine sand.

TIME IN JAPAN.
Japan has thirty-two timepiece fac-
torles, of which twenty-five are in Na-
goya, one in-Tokyo and six in ‘O,,sal‘m‘

The annual output is 209,702 standing’’

clocks, 441,71
360 watches,
3794,000,

0=

hanging clocks and 25,-
representing a value of

WOMEN FOR TELEPHHONE WORK.

The parlioment of Greece has de-
cided that women shall be eligible as
telephone operators. Joven the Chiness
in San Erancisco, in spite of tleir orl-
ental conservatisn, are sald to employ
Chinese girls for the Chinese telephone
exchange.

MASCOTS IN ANCIENT TIMES.

Mascots have huad their place in the
world for many generations, Cats, as
with  the ancient XEgyptians; grass-
hoppers, as in Italy, and various other

P specimens of animal life have In their

time been countdd as sacred or lucky

| by dilferent peoples.

PEANUTS FROM AFRICA.

SO many peanuts are eaten in this
country that the native supply is not
sufficient for the demand, and: about
§3,000 worth of tha African nuts wers
imported from Marseilles in 1906 and
over $73,000 worth in 1907. The west
coast of Africa produces quantities of
peanuts

EASTERN CHINA’S RAILWAY.,

The railway in castern China from
Tientsin “¢the port of Pekin) south to
Nankin secms assured.. This line will
run nearly parallel with the existing
raflway and will be
nowhere very distant from the Im-
perial canal, which unites the Yangtze
and the Hoangho. -

ONLY FIT HORSES IiN PARIS.
Wornout and attenuated calb horses
will soon be an unknown gquantity in

the streets of Paris. A society known
15 the Wistance  aux Animaux,”
iworking wilh the proprietors and driv-
ers’ socleties, seeks to provide Paris
with ¢ drawn only by horses in a
perfect ite of fithess.

NO MORE RICE AT MARRIAGES.

Paper slippers and rose petals are
taking the place of 'rice at fashionable
wadding: in Burope, The slippers and
rose pwewals are heaped in great bowis
in the hatll,  When the bride and brige-

groom emerge, instead of lLeing can-
nonaded with coarse  rice and oid
hoes; a pink and silver cloud of rose
petdls and little shining slippers en-

vali-ps theom.

HOW TO DETECT SEWER GAb.

Here is a test for the detection in an
ap ment of Sewer gas: Saturate un-
glazed paver with a solution of one
troy ounpees of pure acetate of lead in

s af

nwater, let it

thild ounc

partia v, then expose in the ragm
suspoctad  « containing = sewer -gas.
The presonce of gas in any consider-

suon- blackens the teat

].'al”ﬂ Lo




