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editorials
THE and THE

COUNTY clereCLERK

THE dispute betwee ii thothe houselouse of
representatives and the clerkclerfe of
baitsat lake county courtcount has occa-
sioned somegome public and
in order that the subject may be
clearly understood a little exexplana-
tion

pianaplana
ia necessary A letterietter from the

clerk which appears in this morn
ingsis heralaherald being calculated to
mislead we present the fautsfacts thatthai
the people may have the opportun-
ity of arriving at correct conclusionsconclusion
relative to tinbtins subject

athasit has been customarycu y tonfot the
clerks of thethotheariousvarious county courts
to furnish a statement of thothe finan-
cial condition of their respective
counties to the legislative assem-
bly at eacil session thesetheae reports
appear regularly in the journals of
thetile legislature and enable the peo
pie to arrive at sonae understanding
of the manner in which the public
moneys have been expended

there are three enactments antheon the
i statute books relating to the financial

statements of the countiescoun ties the ts
which is compiled laws
requires the county courts to keep
an account of the receipts and ex

tures keep a copy posted up in
three public places or have itjt pub-
lished in some newspaper having a
general circulation in the county
lavohavo the original filed in the office
of the county court and cause a
copy thereof to be annually furnish-
ed to the legislative assembly of
the territory during the first two
weeks of I1itsts session the next laIs
section of the compiled laws
which devolves the duty of keeping
anau accurate financial account upon

t the county odersolers but this not be
ing considered sufficiently specificsspecific
another law was passed inirk 1880
amending the last named section so
as to read as foltolfollowsloWa

the clerks of the county courts
are hereby required to keep an
rate account of all recelnecelreceiptsapts and ex-
penditurestures of their respective coun-
ties also ofallau debts payable to and
by said counties at the opening of
the session of the county court on
the first monday in june annually
the saideaid court shall call fur and re-
ceive the county treasurer s report
as provided in becbee of the com-
piled laws of utah bf the condition
of the treasury on the day of
may next preceding and shall settle
with said treasurer the county
clerk shall thereupon submit to the
saldsaidCourt a statement in
ing the receipts during the fiscal year
ending on the said alst day of mayblay
the balance if any in the treasury
at the close of the previous fiscal
year the expenditures during the
fiscal year just closed specifying
separately in said expenditures the
amountamaunt paid to each officersofficer and for
every other disbursement and the
balance on hand together with a
statement of all the debts payable
to and by said counties the said
courts shall thereupon audit said
statementstatements and the county clerk
shall within ten days from the closclosee
of said audi tation publish a true
copy of said statement as approved
by the county court in some news-

paperpal published in tuetae county and
havingabing general circulation therein
iff there be one if there be no buchsuch
paper thentilen by posting up the said
copy in their offices and shall keep
said copies posted up during the year
A neglect of this duty by any elerk
of the county courts shall render
him liable to a fine in any sum not
exceeding five hundred dollars

taking the jaw of 1880 as here
given and the prosiaion of section

compiled laws which has never
been repealed it will be seen that a
copy of the financial statementsta
which the later law requires tileuie
clerk to makein out and havehavo fuhlpullpublish-
ed

ish
should be bentcent to the assembly

during the first two weeks ofot its ses-
sion by whom twotto law says the
county courts shall cause a copy
thereof to be furnished who is
the officer that performs the work
the county clerk otof course he
keeps the account he makes out the
report he posts up the copy ordt
publishes it in a newspaper and he
is the person representing the
court who the gocopypy to the
legislature

nowrow let us seeeee where the diffi-
culty has arisen referenceEeferenceferenee to fondford
mer reports from saltbait lake county
will show that the amountsamoun ts paid to
county officers have been reported
in a lump thus the journals of
the assembly for 1880 showshiow in the
saltbait lake county report for 1878

compensation to county officers and em
aloyes

and for 18791878

compensation to county officers and em
aloyes

by this report no one can tell
what amount was paid for the ser-
vices of each officer and the ques-
tion is have the public the right to
know anything about these expen-
ditures and thetho remuneration re-
ceived by publiopublic servants if not
the controversytrobroversy iaIs ended but the
legislative assembly of 1880 con-
sidered that a full ikeiteaccountcount should
beintelligibly0 rendered and amend-
ed the law for that very purpose
but the clerk of baitSalt lake county
has gone td the other extreme
having formerly made a lump
of the amountamountsff paid in tthehe ag-
gregate to all the county officers
he next proceeded to spread out the
accounts till thoythey were so thin that
no one without great labor could
tell any more from tile new state
ments than the old what each boffl

had received or what had been
paid out for each disbursement durdurl
ing the fiscal year with tiletho object
of this courcourseseisef we have nothing at
present to do the public can draw
their own inferences we are only
stating facts and making explana-
tions

ianalana
I1

the clerk of baitsalt lake county
sent to the legislative assembly a
copy of his financial statementstatements and
that with all the statements from
other counties waswaa referred to the
committee on claims and public
accounts on examination the
committee found that every other
county clerk butbat the olliofficialcialclai of salt
lake county had made out a report
complying with the plain
tion of the law which requires firsfirst4

arhacha statement in detail showing the
receipts during the ffiscal year
second fethethe balance in the trea-
sury at the closecloae of the previous fis-
cal year v third the expendi-
tures during the fiscal year just
closed specifying separately in said
expenditures the amount paid to
each officer and for goeryevery other dis

p fourth and the balance
on hand totogetherjether with a statement
of all the debts payable to and by
said counties but the halt lake
county report of expenditures was
nottool in the nature of an annual state-
mentment but an itemized copy from the
books it did not show the
94 amount paid to each officersofficer but
thethia several smallemail items disbursed
so thoroughly mixed and mingled
with other expenditures that the
committee could not unless they
employed a clerk pickickiek out and total
the amounts so as toto make the report
conform to all the others submitted
they therefore rendered a rereportrt tto0
the house asking whether clericalrlcai
labor should be employed or the irejree
port be returned to the clerk to make
out in the form desired the house
instructed the committee to take the
latter course

they wrote to the clerk under
date of jantan requesting him to
make his report conconformforni to the
others all he was desired to do
was to pick out the items and then
total them in such a way that the
law as by the commit-
tee and by every other county
clerkcleak in the territory should be
complied with noKo answer coming
for three weeks the house pressed
therthe committee to action and a
member of the committee waited
upon the clerk who under date of
feb 18 sent a reply in which he
claimed that owing to press of
business he had not matured in his
mind satisfactory conclusions as to
how to meet the request ss the
committee wrote again showing the
clerk how totd comply with their re-
quest and simply desiring himwich
out discussing legal questions to
sunupbumsum up the total amounts paid to
each Ollicerileen and for every other pur-
poseposei or answer at once that he
could not or would notriot comply
no reply coming the clerk was
again visited by a member of the
committee andenand on march ad a dode-
lay of 10 days addressed the follow-
ing holhor toi thei committee appointed
to communicate with him but to
the house

cluclrcitycinmirmarchsh 2 16821982
1

to tho nomkom tsatse assem-
bly of the territory of utahutan

on mature reflection
I1 nindfind myself under the necessity of
returning to you the accompanying
financial statements owing first
to the fact that I1 cannot harmonize
the suggestionssuggest loiis made by your com-
mittee on claims and public accounts
with either the laws of or
ISSO1880

second that no law exists requir-
ing the county clerk totd makemako any re

port whatever to0o the legislative ABAs
and

thirathird through thethel accumulation
of business before me I1 am unable to
flfurnish you such a xelvareportt as would
be in keeping withlawwith law and the sug-
gestionsgest ionslons of the committee and do
Jjustleejusticeustine to the records of my office

I1 remain resrespectfully
D bookholtBoOKnoLT

elerkclerk of the county courtcourts salt
county utah

almnymnowhow otheroif there is no law requiring
the countyunty clercierclerksloalosica to report why
did this who claims to be such
a stickler norfor law send in any report
at all As we javohave shown the clerkcleric
does the clerical work of the courtcourts
he is the officer who in every in-
stance has i ent the reports to the
assembly and 19isis19 susupposed toth be act-
ing for and in behalf of the Ccourtatrt in
doing aso but seeing that hobb sent
in a report after all why did he
not furnish it in the form zere-
quired he aanswers accumu-
lationlation of business makes him un-
able to comply with the law and the
bugaugsuggestions of the committee and do
justicece to taetao recoreeorecords in his office
whatVat is the matter then with the
records lnina his office are they not
11in accordance with law and how
cancall ai record be affected by the sim-
ple editionaddition 0ofdahethe items mn a state
ment supposed to be made up from
the records no one asked the
clerk to alter a figure in hlahia books
nor to materially change the sub-
stance of hibhia report heae was sim-
ply asked to bumeum up in totals for
each year the amounts paid to each
county officer and for every other
disbursement this he has refused
to do giving any substan-
tial reason and the attempt at ex-
cuse conveyed in the last paragraph
of his jetter to the househouses places
him in

I1 no enviable light bibefore
thinking people there is no need to
make any remarks upon its flimsy
riessness and inconsistency as anyanyoneone
who reads and reflects will discover
that at a glance

on the ad lustjust a vote ofdf censure
waswa passed on the clerk of saitbait
lake county by the house of re-
presentativespresenta tives heile makes tue state-
ment in this mornings herald that
it was on resolution introduced by
the committee on claims and pub-
liclic accounts this iis entirely un-
true twitthai committee had nothing
whatever to do with the resolution
it wabwas offered by a gentleman who
had no connection with the com-
mittee but the clerk seems to
have become angry with the com-
mittee because they performed a
duty imposed upon them and not
content with treating them with the
discourtesy of addressing to the
house his delayed reply to their
communication he now seeks to
misrepresent them through the co-
lumns of a popular journal

one more item in relation to this
report and we have done the
clerk seems to think that the lawjaw
requires a detailed or itemized ac-
count of the expenditures to be
given careful reading of the law
will show that the word Idedetailedtailed
relates to the receipts during the
fiscal year but these he hashaa giv-
en as follows

from taxes as per assess-
ment roliroll 53

promfrom reimbursements bybythebythothe
south jordan I1 com-
panypdUS 2100 00

from licenses 03
from I1 ines 42 to50

pollroll tax 35

tomtotal 611 329 41

this is well enough it is intelli-
gible and so far satisfactory but if
he interprets detailed totd mean
itemized why did he not give the
amounts received in severaltyseverally on
thedacthe day and date of reception when
he comes to the disbursements
whwhichichith are only rerequiredalred to show the
amount fonfor eachench officer deveryanand venyvery

other disbursement during the fis-
cal year he itemizes them BOso that
every separatetb payment appeappearsarayaras in
many different amountamountsss thusthud evad-
ingn tthee lawsa s requirement anand con-
fusing tthe0 taxpayerer who wishes to
knoknow whathat has been done with the
public funds

again if the word detaildetailerel ap
plies any further than to theahe rore

it applies to the statement
of all the debts payable to and by
said countcountiescountleyiesleb 11 but the debts due
by salt lake countycounts he has lumped
llone total thus

i1
1

abtsdebbsdebts by SLS L coun-
tyty as per treasurerstreasurers re-
port 15

the same amount appears in the
report ot issoluoIKO and that of 1881
why did he not give a detailed or
itemized report

i of thebe
ing to whomwhornoin they are payable if
the law requires an itemized report
of disbursements BOso it does of re-
ceipts and BOso it does of caliailallcall the

debts payable to and by galdeald coun-
ty s A stickler for the letter of the
law should comply with thothe letteronlette
the law

it will be perceived from the fore-
going that heibe clerk of baitsalt lake
county hasbas placed himself in an
anomalous position he has refused
to do that which all other county
clerks have considered it their law-
ful duty to perform even when he
was courteously requested to attend
to it by the legislative department
of the territory if he is toti great
legal luminary and interprets the
law differently from the assembly
and from every other county clerk
in the territory it would have done
hilnohim no injury and would have had
no effect whatever on his records

i
to

perform the simple sum in arithme-
tic

me-
dwhich was desiredesired by the As

in refusing this courteous
request he has jujustifiedstifled the very
unfavorable comments ladebymade by the
pulpuipublicblidbild anidarid glygiyengiveneftrisehrisorise to suspicionsJ
which however unfoundunfoundededi reflect
no credit upon the office with which
hohe is connectconnectedgedlEd s

LABORS OF THE legislative
ASSEMBLY

tim seshionsession9 af the
legislative assembly wabwas thelongthothe111

jong
1

I1

eitgit ever held in this territory it
was a uuieunie of close application and
arduous labor every measure in-
troducedtrod wailwaswab clevely scanned iuin
both houses and most of them
were duly weighed and discussed in
committee that some important
bills were delayed until towardscowards the
close of the sessioncession is not to bewon
dered at when ititsto understood that
veryevery change or amendment mmadeadeado

by either house hashag to be investinvests
glgatedabed by the other and a mutual
agreement arraryarrivedived at before it can
go to the governor sisoalfoiso that any
alteration which he might suggestssuggest
has to be agreed to by each house
separately before icit becomes a lawjaw

all takes time if the
legislature should through haste
or lack of deliberate scru-
tiny pabspass any bill containing
inaccuracies or discrepancies aranyor any-
thing injurious to the public wel-
fare those who complain of delay
would berbar the bratfirst to grumble about
the error and to denounce the asuasi

for being in too great a
hurry I1

A very large number of bills baa
be-enbeen passed and a large proportion
of those enactenactmentsmente havebaver received
the executive sanctionionibn andund signasigua
ture most of the suggestions of
the governor inlik regard to points
that appeared to him objectionable
were favorably considered and
adopted by the assembly the
intercourse between the members
and the executive was marked by
that gentlemanly courtesy and
frankness which should belainW main-
tained and that laIs calculated to
produce rood results I1

the weakest objection urged and
insiinsistedsled upon by the governor wawai
that in reiarelarelationtion to the university of
deseret at the preceding session the
legislature made an tipappropriation
towards the erection of a suitable
building for that institution the
city council of saltbait lake city
munificently donating union
square as a Lstefeite for the structure
this session more was ap-
propriated to continuecontinuo the work
which had been commenced in an
admirable maunermannermanneramauneta as may be seen
by inspection the govegovernorrnor ob
ejected to signing the bill with that
amount and another torlor for
the usualurinal expenses and providing
for the tuition of eighty normal
students to be prepared torfor efficient
servicebervice asa for the dis-
trict schools for this heho gave
three reasons oneono was that with
other appropriations it waswaa beyond
the revenue provided by the exist
ing laws the next I1 hatthat the organ-
ization is illegal because the be
geritsgents andiandlChancellor are not mamednamed
and appointed in with
section 7 of the organic act N

provides that fileibailiaiha vovernar shall
nominate and with wa council ap
pointpolut certain friere not d
for in that act and thetho othir
that appropriations for this vurpurpurposeasu
should hn unqualified fo
vilonalion that noto doctrinal sectarian
tenets should bote taught in thetho uni
Vereity I1

the siret objection iss not well
taken the revenue for the pro

two yearayears oweskhos anun income
of halthalf of thisthia goes to
thetha payment teachersav in the
district 32
the total amount ofappropriations
in thothe bill under consideration is
about f atati firstseightbight

aa though the
lonsionseions ouid tunrun beyond the proba

blebie income butbat reference to the
abid I1 repotreportstf fah seidinabto bbssee
bionslon will show ita gradual increase in
the revinuerevenuel eoto that we may reason-
ably expect an foror the next
two years over the receipts of the
lastlaet gwoiwo vearsyears Andtand hatthat thid will
bobe considerable rhaymay ba rationally
concluded beckee e of the great ad-
vance in property values in many
placerpiami TartiepartleparticularlyWarlymariy in baitsalt nakelake
andayad ogdenlokden elliescities where large and
numerous buildings havebaver been
erected the taxation upon which
will add greatly lo10 the revenue
whilowMlethethe taxes on new railroads
wiilwill yield f till further bumsbumb thus
thothe Llegislaturegislature knew what it was
about in making the appropriation iz

and the first objection of the gov-
ernor to the amount for the univer-
sity is groundgroundlessleis moreover if the
economicalicalteal bing were
it auld better have applied to0 o the

for antaft asylum for thefhetheinin
sane notmoumob yet commenced thanwan to
the university building the baekwe
mentjentof of which stands in mute but
solid testimony of the mistake of the
executive J

the objectobjectionionibn that the
Willegal is altogether incor-

rect the jawlaw organizing thetho insti-
tution was duly enacted iadand ap-
provedI1 tinaand has been in force for
thirty two year and the
of fleeting its officers wagwaa therein
provided for namely by
dative assembly in joint session
this actadt was duly submitted to
coi gress and nutmutnot having been an
nurelnulla jais virtually by the provisions
of lw and according to a deci-
sions 0off the united states supreme
court ofa statute of the united
statesstales as valid aaaganyarfyany law of con-
gressnudandsud therefore of0 as much
forforceforcesceasas hetho 0 panic act and being
the later lamprevailsvalls dverdverover the pro-
visionisionvision of section 717 under which
heahe governorowerovernor claims 0too nominatenomi lateDate

the university and other officerseelsceis
theuhe assembly created all these of-
fices and provided the method of
their election or appointment the
bills were s by the respectivegovernors in office when they were
paspascocdd and havethavel been and are goodaselaww tthee governorsGovernorbnory advisers opin-
ionsfonsions to the contrarycontrareargark notwithstand-
ing I1 W

theotherthe other objection isla equally
without basis it isiff well known
that the university of deseret is
not a religious institution in any
sense also that somebome of the abr
inoes people havellave complained
kowatthat no religious pilprinciplesisciples were
inculcated there audand that itift
had to be explainexplainedod to them that
being a state or rather territorial
institution supported out of the
public funds icit could not be made
a denominational school ofif any
kind such a proviboesboas the governor
desiredue sirensired waswes altogetherz wiunnecessarynecessary
but would have been conceded if
there had been ririu other objection
advanced and how such a provi-
so would affect the stone and
bricks and mortar and other mate
detlofof the building lt will take

mandsminds than ours to
discover the unfinished building
stopped in this untimely and cap-
tions

cap-
tious manner doeameb not speak very
loudly for the desire of the execu-
tive to promote the cause ofeleaof edcaedea
tion in utah the people can
stand ityitsit however ifit he can I1 as
they have become used to these
stumbling blacka irllriincizl hethe path of
their progresspkogress placed there by
bandshands luatthat should aid in the peo-
ples advanceadadvancementvvanfrancemenmen t

the goxGovgovernorsernoes change in the
name of the newnow county in hethe
south at first ighteight appears very
small andaud arbitrary thenamaethetho name of
snow laIs identified with every pub-
lic improvement in that region
hionhon erastus snow is truly thetho
falberfather and benefactor of that part
of the territorynrybry having labored in

in its ininterest without
pecuniary remuneration for many
yearnyearsaraiyta he ia14 recognized idsida athehe
leading mind there and the marks
of hibhis genius and soundfound advice are

upon various imimproveprave
mernmeri a which show the Wdemptionredemption
of thuthe barrenness nd
di no namenie could babe
filler than his for a county
organized lutheinthein the neighborhood of
his incessant labors butedt it
obdulo be understooddod in justice to
tuethe governor that the change from
scowsnow county to garfield county
waswads only a suggestion on his part
he didtdirt not makemabe it a condition of
hlahia signature he pugsugsuggested
th mrnin dalton who urged him to
sign the billtbill tuatthat the name garfield
was expressive of genuine republic

and manly greatgrestgreatnessnets and
mr daltonballon anxious to secure thegovernors Bigsigsignaturenature presented the


