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EDITORIALS.

" THE LEGISLATURE. AND THE
COUNTY CLERK. .-

THE dispute between the House of
Representatives and the Clerk of
Salt Lake County Court . hss occas
gioned some public discussion, and
in order that the subject may be

clearly undersiood a little ex

tion is necessary. A Jellerfrom the
Clerk, which appears in this morn-
ing’s Herald, being calculated to
mislead, we present the facts, that
the people may have the oppertun-
ity of arriving at correct conclusions
relative to this subject,

It has been customary jfor the
clerks of the various county courts
to furnish a statement of tue finan-|
cial condition of their respective
counties to the Legisiative Assem-
bly at eaciy ses8i0n. poris

: ﬂ;l‘ﬁ'éue re ]
a r regularly in the journals o
tﬂgﬁfﬁgiammm, and enable the
ple to arrive at sonse understanding
~of the manner in which the public
moneys have been expended.

‘'here are three enacimentson the
statute books relating to the financial
statements of the counties. The first,
which is Bection 181 Compiled Laws,
requires the Uounly Couris to keep
an account of the regeiptsand ex-
penditures, Eeep a copy posted upin
three public places, or have it pub-
lished in some newspaper having -a
general circulation in the  County,
have the original filed in_ the office
of the County Court, and *‘cause &
copy thereof to be ann furnish-.
ed to the Legislative Assembly of
the Territory during the first two/
weeks of its session.,” The nextis
Section 191 of the Compiled Laws,
which devolves the duty of keeping
an accurate fingncial agcount upon
the County Clerks;, but this not be-
ing considered sulliciently specific,
another law was passed in 1880,
amending the last-named section s0
as to read as follows:

#The clerks of the Countiy Courts
are hereby required to keep an accu-
rate account of all receipts and ex-
penditures of their respective coun-
ties, also of all- debts payable to and
by said counties, At the opening of
the session of the County Court on
the first Monday in June, annually,
the said Court shall e¢all for and re-
ceive the County Treasurer’s report,
as provided in Sec. 213 of the Com-
piled Laws of Utah, 6f the condition
of the treasury on the 3lst day of
May next preceding, and shall settle
with sajd treasurer. The County
Clerk shall thereupon submit to the
saidCourt a statement in detail,show-
ing the receipts during the fiscal year
ending on the said 31st day of May;
the balance, if any, in the treasury
at the close of the previous flscal
year; the expenditures during the
fiscal year just closed, specliying
separately in said expenditures the
amount paid to each officer, and for
every other disbursement; and the
balance on hand, togetber with a
statement of all the debts payable
to and by sald counties. The said
courts shall thereupon audit said
statement, and the county clerk
ghall, within ten daysfrom the close
of said audifation, publish a true
copy of said statement, as approved
by the Coanty Court, in some news-
paper published in toe eounty, and
having general circulation therein,
if there be one; if there be no such
paper, then by posting up the said
copy in their offices, and shall keep
gald coples posted up during thie year.
A neglect of this duty by any clertk
of the County Courts shall render
him liable to a flne in any sum not
exceeding five hundred dollars.

Taking the law of 1850, as here
- given, and the prowision of section

181 Compiled Laws, which has never
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been repealed, it will be seen that a | pose

copy of the financial statement
which the later law requires the
Clerk to make outand have publish-
ed, should be gent to the Assembly
dutring the first two weeks of 18 ses-
sion. By whom? The law says the
County Courts shall ‘“‘cause & eopy
thereof te be furnished.”. Who is
the oflicer that _
The County Clerk of course. He

keeps the accounts, he makes ouf the|

reporf, he posts up the copy or
publishes it in a newspaper, and he
15 the person representing the
gourt who submits the copy to the
Legislature,

Now let us see where the diffi-|
culty has arisen. Reference to for-
mer reports from Salt Lake County
will show that the amounts paid to
county officers have been reported
in & lump. Thug, the Journals of

{ the ﬂﬂntﬂwmy il Hlldﬂd-

performs the work?| =

“Com tion 10 County officers 8nd ems-
ployes, §9,660.00.""
And for 1879:

“Com 1 to County officers and em-

THL.20.

By this report no one can tell
what amount was paid for the ser-
vices of each officer. And the ques-
tion is, have the public the right to
kEnow anything t these expen-
ditures and the remuneration re-
ceived by public servanis? If not,
But the
Legislative Assembly of 1880 con-
gidered that a full account should
beintelligibly rendered, and amend-
ed the law for that very purpose.|
Bat the Clerk of Balt Lake County
has gone to the other extreme.
Having < formerly - made a lump
ot the amounts paid in the ag-
gregate to all the county oflicers,
he next ed to spread out the
accounts till they were so thin that
no one without great labor could
tell any more from the new state-
ments than the old what each offi-
cer had received, or what had been

PeO* 1 naid out for each disbursement dur-

ing the fiscal year,  With the object

of this course, we have nothing at

present to do. The public can draw

their own inferences, we are only

nﬂt:ting facts and making explana-
ns. > _

The Clerk of Balt Lake County
gent to the Legislative Assembly a
copy of his financial statements,and
that, with all the statements from

other connties, was referred to the
Committee on Claims and FPublic|

Accounts, On examination, the
Committee found that every other
County Clerk but the official of Salt
Lake County had made oatl a report
com g with the plain significa-
tion of the law which requires: First,
g statement in detail showing the

receipts during the fisecal year;™|

second, *“the balance in the Trea-
sury at the clese of the previous fis-
cal yeary” third, ‘‘the expendi-
tuf}.::d d“riﬂ%yi the matle{“irn i:;:
e ; a{.w.l‘ ng separately

expenditures the amount paid to
each officer and for every other dis-
bursement;” fourth,“and the balance
on hand, together with a statement
of all the debts payable to and by
sald counties.” But the Halt Lake
County report of expenditures was
not in the nature of an annual state-
ment, but an itemized ccpy from the
books. It did not show the
“gmount” paid to each officer, but
the several small items disbursed,
80 “thoroughly mixed and mingled”
with other expenditures that the
committee co not, unless they
employed a clerk, pick out and total
the amounts so as to make the report
conform to all the others submitted.
They therefore rendered a report to
the House, asking whether clerical
labor should be employed or the re-

port be returned to the clerk to make |

out in the form desired. The House
instructed the committee to take the
latter course.

They wrote to the Clerk under
date of Jan. 27th, requesting him to
make his report conform to the
others. All he was desired to do
was to pick out the items and then
total them in sucha way that the
law, as understoood by the commit-
tee and by every other County
Clerk in the Territory, should be
complied with, No answer coming
for three weeks, the House pressed
the committee to action and a
member of the comwmittee waited
upon the Clerk, who, under date of
Feb, 18, sent a reply in which he
claimed that ““owing to press of
business he had not matured in his
mind satisfactory conclusions as to
how to meet the request.” The
commiltee wrote a showing the
clerk how to comply with their re-
questand simply desiring him,with-
cut discussing legal questions, to
“sum up the total amounts paid to
each oflicer and for every other pur-
. or answer at once that he
could not or would mot comply.
No reply coming, the clerk was
again visited by a member of the
committee, and on March 2d; a de-
lay of 10 days, addressed the follow-
ing, noi to the Committee appointed
to communicate with him, but to
the House: FALE B
SALT LARE CI1TY, =
' " 43 ~_ March 2, 1882,
To the Homn. the Legislative Assem-

bly of the 1erritory of Utah:

Gentlemen:+0na maturereflection
I find myself under the mecessity of
returning to you the accompanying
financial statements; owing, first,
to the fact that I cannot harmonize
the suggestions made by your com-
mittee on claims and public accounts
Fét{l’; either the laws of 1866, 1867 or

the Assembly for 1850 show in the

Salt Lake County report for 1878: * |

' Becond, That no law exists

ing the county clerk t0 make any re- ! ceipts, and so it does of “all the about $180,000, A%

E

e

port whatever to the Legielative As-
sembly; and,

Third, Through the accumulation
of business before me I am unable to
furnish you such a report as would
be in keeping with law and the sug-
gestions of the committee and do
justice to the records of my office.

I remain r%;eetfully |
| f . Boomiﬂm,
Clerk of the County Court, Salt
County, Utah.

|

the County Cletks to report, wh
did this vflicer who claims to be su

a stickler for law, send in any report
at all? As we haveshown, the Clerk
does the clerical work of the Court,
he is the officer who In every in-
stapnce has sent the reports {o the
Assembly, and is su _
ing for and in behalf of the Court in
doing 80, But seeing that he sent
in a report affer all, why did he
not furnish it in the form re-
quired? He answers ‘‘accumus-
lation of business makes him un.
able to comply with the lJaw and the
suggestions of the committee and do
justice to tie records in his office,”
What is the matter then, with the
records in his office? Are they not
in accordance with law? And how
can a record be affected by the sim-
ple addition of the items in a state-
ment, supposed to be made up from
the records? No one asked the
clerk to alter a figure in his books,
nor to materially change the sub-
stance of his report. He was sim-
ply asked to sum up in totals for
eacli year the amounts paid to each
county officer and for. every other
disbursement. This he has refused
to do without giving any substan-
tial reason, and the attempt at ex-
 cuse conveyed in the last paragraph
of his Jletter to the House, places
hﬂm in no tinjv iTa]I;lblﬂ ljight uﬁ
thinking people. There i8 no need
make any remarks upon its flimsi-
ness and inconsistency, a8 any one
who reads and reflects will discover
that ata glance. :

On the 3d inst. a vote of censure
WAS on the Clerk of BSalt
Lake County by the House of Re-
presentatives, He makes tue state-
-ment in this morning’s Herald that
it was on resolution introduced by
the Committee on Clalms and Pub-
lic Accounts, This is entirely un-
true, Thati committee had nolhing

1t was oflered by a gentleman who
had no conuection with the com-
mittee. But the Clerk seems to
have become angry with the Com-
mittee because they performed a
duty imposed upon them, and not
content with treating them with the
discourtesy of addresstng to the
House his delayed reply to their
communication, he now seeks to
misrepresent them through the col-
umns of a popular journal.

One more item in " relation to this
report and we have dome. The
Clerk seems to think that the law
requires a detailed or itemized ac-
count of the expenditares to be

will show that the word “‘detailed”
relates to the *“‘receipts during the
fiscal year.” But these he has giv-
en as follows:

From taxes a8 per Assess~

ment roll, = - $53,008 63
From reimbursements b&%ﬂ
South Jordan 1. -

panY, - - 2,100 00

E{gul i.dm - .- 'hlg E

m - -
Go Plf?lﬁu. - - 1,420 35
Total, - 62,329 41

This is well enough; it is intelli-
gible and so far satisfactory, But if
he interprets ‘‘detailed” to mean
itemized, why did he not give the
amounts received in severalty, on
theday and dateof reception? When
he comes to the disbursements,
which are only required toshow the
“amount” for each officer- and every
other dizsbursement during the fia-
cal year, he itemizes them so that
every separate payment ap in

man
ing tie law’s requirement and con-
fusing the taxpayer who wishes to
know what has been done with the
-publi¢ funds: = CALL
Again, if the word “detailel™ ap-
plies any further than to ‘the re-
ceipts, it applies to the ‘‘statement
of all the debts payable to and by

‘| sald ‘ecounties.” " But the debts due

by Salt Lake County he has Jum

in‘one total thus: ' -

" Debts payable_by S L. Coun-
ty, as per trLau:er'l re-
POESy- -t = UJak.

o

J $50,551 15
[ The same amount appears in the
report ot 1860 and that of 1881,
Why did he not give a ‘“detailed” or
itemized report of these debts,show-
ing to whom they are pamla? If
the aw requires an item report

Now, if'there is no law requiring

posed to be act- | P€

whatever todo with the resolution.

given. Careful reading of the law | PX

ditferent amounts, thus evad- |

| District Behools leaving $156,465.32.

debts payable to and by said coon-
ty.”” A stickler for the letter of Lhe
law should cemply with the letterof
thB Iﬂw. ' .
it will be perceived from the fore-
going that the Clerk of Salt Lake
County has piaced himeelf in an
anomalous position; ‘He has refused
to do that which all other County
Clerks have considered it their law-
ful duty to perform, even when he
was courteously requested to attend
to it by the legislative department]
of the Territory. -If he is & great
legal luminary and interpreils the
law differently from the Assembly
and from every other County Clerk
in the Territory, it would have done
him no injury, and would have had
no effect whatever on his records to
rform the simple sum in arithme-
tic which was desired by the As.
sembly. In refusing thi# courteous
request, he has justifiled the very
unfavorable comments made by the
publie, and given rise - to suspicions,
whieh, however unfounded, reflect
no credit upon the office with which
he is connect=d. - | el

~- - -
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LABORS OF THE LEGISLATIVE
% ASSEMBLY.

———

Tae twenty-fifth session of the
Legislative Assembly was the long-
est ever held in this Territory, It
was a time of cloge application and
arduous labor. Every measure in-
troduced was clesely scanned in
both Housges, and most of them
were duly weighed and discussed in

committee. That some important
bills were delayed until towards the’
close of the session is vot to be won-
dered at, when it is understood that
every change or ameadment made
by either House has to be investi-
gated by the other, and a mutual
agreement arrived at before it can
go to the Governcr, sleo that sany
alteration which he might suggest,
has to be agreed to by each House
geparately before it becomes a law,
All this takes time. 'If the
Legislature sbould thiough haste
or- lack eof deliberate scru-
tiny ' pass any bill containing
inaccuracies or discrepancies or any-
thing iojurious to the public wel-
fare, those who complain of delay
would be the firet Lo grumble aboat
the error, and to denounce’' the As-
sembly for being in too great a
harry. -
A very large number of bills has
been passed, and a large proportion
of those enactments have received
the executive sanction and signa-
ture. Most of the suggestions of
the Goveroor in regsrd to points
that appeared to him objectionable
were favorably consigered and
adopted by the Assembly. The
intercourse between the -members
and the Executive was marked by
that gentlemanly eourteey and
frankness which should be main-
tained, and that is calculated to
oduce good results. | LF
The weakeet objection urged and
ingis'ed upon by the Governor was
that in reiation to the University of
Deseret. At the preceding session the
Legislature made an appropriation
towards the erection of a suaitable
building for--tbat instiimtion, the
City Council of BSalt Lake City
munificently donaiing = Union
uare as a sile for the structure.
This session $40,000 more was ap-
propriated to ‘continue the work,
which had beén commenced in an
admirable mauner, as may be scen
by inspection. The Governor ob-
jected to eigning the bill with that
amount and another for $15,000 for
the usual expenses and providing
for the tuition of eighty vormai
students to be prepared for eflicient
gervice as teachers for the. Dis-
trict Schools,  For- this he gave:
three reasone: One was, that with

the revenue yrovided by the exist-
ing laws; the next, that the “organ-
jzation 1§ illegal because the Re-
gents andjChancellor are not named:
and appointed in aecoidance with
section 7 of the Orgavic Act, which
provides that the Governsr shall
nomipate and with the Council ap-
polut certain «ffiters not provid:d
for in that Aet;' and. tbe other,
that appropriations for this purpose
should contaim sn uwnqualified pro-
vicien that ro doctrinal sectarian
tenets should be tavght in the Unis
?El‘&iw- N

The first objeclion is not well
taken. The revenue for the pre-
vious two years «hows an iucome
of $312,030.64. Half of this goes to
the payment of teachers in the

muj_[.- of disbursements, so it does of re- in the bill under consideration is|

other appropriations, it was beyowud |

id

itdocks as thouph the appropria-
ticos weuld riin beyond the proba-
bledncome. But reference to the
Auditor’s reports from session o ses-
sion will ehow a gradusal incresase in
the revenue, o that we may reason-
ably expect an iniereasé for the next
two years over the receipts of the
last two yearse, And that this will
be coneiderable may be rationally
concluded beciu=e of the great ad-
‘vance in property valoes in many
plaves; particalarly in Salt-Lake
apd Ogden cives, where large and
pumerous buildings. have been
erected, the taxation upon which
will ‘add greatly to the revénue,
while the tuxes on new railroads
will'yield #till further sfums., Thus
the Ly gislature knew what it was
about in making the appropriations,
and the first objection of the Gov-
ernor to the amounnt for the Univer- -
sity is groundless: Moleover if hba

economical - reasoning were soufid,

it would better have applied to the
$20,000 for an Atylum for the In-
sane not yet commeneced, than to
the University building, the base-

L
|

I mentof which stands in mute but

solid testimony
Executive,
‘T'be objection that the organiza-
tionds il'egal is altogeéther incor-
iect  The jaw organizing the insti-
tution was duly enscted and ap-
proved, snd hss been in force for
thirty two years, and the manner
of electing 1ts officers was therein
provided for, namely, by the Legis-
lative Assembly in joint session.
This Act was duly submitted to
Corgress, and wet baviog been an-
nul'ed is virtuaily, by the provisions
of law sand aceordmg to a deci-
sions of the United States Bupreme
Court, & statute of the United
States a8 valid as-any Jaw of Con~-
grees, and therefore of as much
force as the O:ganie Act, aud being
the later law prevails over the pro-
vision of Bectionn 7, under which
‘the Goveroor c¢laims fo nominate
-the University and other officers,
The Ascemb!y created a!l these of-
fices and provided the method of
their election or appointmert; the
bills were s:gned by the tive
Governors in office when they ‘were
passed, and have been and ‘are good
law, the Governor’s advisers’ opice
ions to the contrary notwithstand-

ing. -

The - other objection is equally
without basis, ‘It is well known
that the Univergity of Deseret is
not a religious institution in any
sense. Algo that some of the “Mor-
mon'’ people have complained
that no’ reiigious principles were
inculeated there, and that it
had to be explained to them that
being a State, or rather Territorial
institation, supporied out of the
public funds, it could not be muade
a denominational school of ' avy
kind. Sach a proviso as the Governor
dezired was altogether ubnecessary
but would have been conceded if
there had been 1o other objection
advanced. And hew such a provi-
0 would vaffect the stone and
bricks and mortar and other mate-
rigls ‘of the building it ‘will take
more-fubtle minds than ours to
discover. The unfinished building
stopped in this untimely and cap-
tious mannper, does: not speak very
loudly for the desire of the Execu-
tive to promote the cause of edca-
tion in Utah., The people can
stand it, however, if he can, as
they have become used to these
stumbling blocks in the path of
their progress, placed there by
hands that should aid in the peo-

ple’s advancement. :
thange in the

of the mistake of the

The Governor's’
name of the new ecounty in the
south at first sight sppears very
emall and arbitrary. The name of
Snow is identified with every pub-
lie improvenient in that region.
Hon, Erasius Boow is truly the
father and benefactor of that part
of the Territory, having labored in-
defatizably in its interest, without
pecuniary réemuneration, for many
years, - He i3 recognized as the
fedding mind therd, and the marks
of his genius and sound advice are
‘etamped upon the various improve-

| men s which show the redemption

of the counitry from barrennesssnd
desolation. © - No mame could bs
fitter ‘than his for a county
organized in the meigbborbood of
his incessant Jabors, But it
should be understood, in justice 10
the Govercor, that the change from
Spow County te Garfleld County
was only a sugeestion on his part.
He didnot make it acondition of
his officizl signature. He suggested
to Mr. Dalton, who urged him to
gign the bill,that the name Garfield
was expressive of genuine republi.

The total amount of appropriations

first sight!

¢anifm and manly greatness, and
Mr. Dalton, anxious to secure the

Governor’s siguature, presented the



