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THE THATCHERTt MATTER

from HODhen E 0 woolley of st
georgegeofge utah blabig sonsbone toin this city re-
ceived thebe following letter a towfew daysdaya
joesi it presents a clear aniaej forcible

view of a matter which hasbaa bad some
discussion of latelaie in this state and
may be read with profit by the entire
eomcommunity it first appeared toin
print in the tribune of Sunsundayilay and

r tela reproduced in these columns for the
above givergivel

ft81 november 28 1896
my deurdear gordon richard audand
Fifrederickrederick since writing you last
and ooon theibe same day I1 wrote you
about the thatcher matter we re

yours of the anil also hadbauaalthe sunday and mona herald soBO

havebave the letters between brother
thatcherTha teher and president snow and
also have the articles of the
ooan the bomatterbeatteratter an well as the NEWS

V articles up to the the snailmail aiu
not connect yesterday some I1 have no

i thing later but I1 think I1 have enough
to sizeise up ane situation fairlfairly well

an outsider on reading the letter
between ariaancl snow wwwill

w verynatty naturally think that Thatthatchedchei
k haebait not had asirair treatment irom the

fact that bu Qquorumjorum wowoulduld dot formu-
late any charges for him to plead to

91
7 wickadd dealt with him without

bam a chance to be heard in sell
defense under sa legal cedore
orof tnin common business transactions
this view would undoubtedly be the

iscis one but to one who Is some-
whathot familiar withviall the principles olof

X the gospelgocpt the organization of the
church and its of the priest
babooHoodtheabe matter auBurnes a differdafler
atutaxt aspect

the statements of the members of hibl
quorum made sitat the last conference
wowthrow considerable lightonlight oo00 the
blesevenveo taughtb ugh nothing d finite was

an to the particularparti pular points ts ot01

difference betweenbetweeii him and the others
i of the twelve that hebe stood alon

appoopposedaad to bisbig quorumquorkin in any mal-
n

mat-
ter

mal-
tern of church and refused
to putayt himself in therewa b
alterafter a fair time had been given him
toJS fain itself enough cause lorfor hillbis being
placed outside the quorum as it isI1impossible furfor a buoybua of01 that kind to
ondo itsif proper work wilh disunion in its

and while the people generally
waymay not have knownknowa all the matters
161I difference still tttr atchatonesersa useful
seaacanin hisbig place as 4djinn Amontle wewouldu ld

1 be lievaimpairedlied and be could not ao tintbik
duty laill his high sadand holy calling this
beinging soBO it Wwas talebis plain duty
to place himself ioin tararmoncarmodmOD
withtio the othersothen of his quorum
aior falling to do that hebe should
hoohave resigned mindand nutnot
been a stumbling block inill the way olof
the pi gres of thisthe cause which hebe

rofees to think so0o much of
it may be saidaid that the matters olof

villeypolicy and discipline were such as hebe
could notbot console piously sustain and

tabt ibereiore hebe is justified in refueret us
lag ID endorse or work for them ad

that to be the cawcase hebe hasbaa to
fitl laa hii place in thetn quorum to
give htahis views in asaa strong a manner
as tiefoe felt1019 necessary and urge upon
the ty bate toio adopt them but when hebe
boadxu dociedo cie that and abe majority was
afe hlahis ideal to saygay nothing of
ahkistreto belagbelli g inid this case the entire

eleven against one then hebe mustmusi
acquiesce in their decision ovielabeld hisbis

to the othersother and do hiphie
beetbeat to make the policy decided upon
a success itif it were not possible to
give it his fullest sanctionssanction he should
stat least notdot do00 anything to or
obstruct the workings of we quorum
for the minute hebe does uchsuch a thing
liehe Isie not fit to bold bisbig place toID that
quorum and mustmast make way for some
one woo can and will work in har-
mony

har-
mody

har-
ithWwithith the heads of the cause

it Is notdot a is case that the
eleven of the quorum and the three
of the first presidencyeticy are all going to
take a course which Is opopposes to the
good of the churchcharah and that one man
isia the one who tois right
when that one man laIs onlyY one OVor
twelve of equal authority with an-
other quorum of0 three still over them
while imm ordinary caseb of trial for
fellowship the accused has the right to
have charges preferredprelerred against him to
which he may answer and rebut itif hibt
caocan this tois another kind of a CUSP it isie
dimply a in itter otof harmony anuand leifel

between a member of a quo-
rum and the quorum itself and con-
sists of differences of opinion anu
opposition tolo the aedecisions of the
quorum with which all are acquaint ou
mudand which need no formal charges to
acquaint the partyparly out of harmony
wilb what hebe is expected tnt make right
iiea that he may be in fellowship with
weula quorum

it isin not a matter where the
bould go to him and make the diffdiffer-
ences

r
right but it tois torfor the1130 uneone out of01

harmony to come to them and set him
wellsell straight or failing to do so to
resign latehis place so thatabat the cause waymay
bot suffer from the daut otof ulonudon
among the leading quorumsqu you
will peeeee iromfrom thisibis the
between a case where a member of the
church hughas committed 9sumeimo ac
against tuene lawslawa or discipline orof thetb
church and the case of a member of a
quorum bearly out of harmony in hihf

quorum in the first comecase the
party who is accused of a wrong mufit
nave the charges specified must have
the of neingbeing
with his accusers audand of producing
auyany evidence he may have to rebut
the s against him theuthen by
theibe lawjaw and the leatitestimonymolly only caucan
hebe be condemned

nomo one can know and understand
better than thatcher these principles
ot order in te organizationorganisationgation of thtb
church and when he calls on the
members of hisbis quorum for specific
charges against himself hebe must have

that he was requiring sooaesome
thing out of braer something calob
theyluey would not have been justifiedinstilled in
coaiding and to all appearancesappearanceiii hthi
wasas only doing this to make a record
by which hebe could claim that
hebe hadbad been unjustly dealtdeals with
in being deposed without a hearingbearing
depending ohob the ignorance of out
side 0 people and muymivym ivy of the insiqueinsi ue 1

ones as wwellell to justify him in hialti
coursescourse anandd by this means gaigainn popu-
larity and make a schism in the
church or at leastleasttoto political
power by hisbis show of independence oiof

thehe Chuchurchrob
while bisbig letters seem to exhibit a

otof spiritsspirit tillidill there Is some
thing of aX studied effort at posing lotfor

future istleeffectct soao that hebe might have
the quorum at a seeming disadvantagehead vantage
when the matter became public A
careful reading between the lines will
make this plain tota a spirit of discern
ment

he exhibited the cloven hootboot the
moment be announced himself a
candidate for the senate on a plat
form opposed to the rule of the
church and this waswaa done even bobe
fore be hadbad been deposed and while
he still pretended to expect to bold
his position what further proof can
be wanted of his disposition to try
and gain political power and prespree
thle among the cleasclass called young
utah otof course hebe knows that there
its a large class of the young orof this
church which doesdoea not have a very
good understanding of the church
order and discipline and be evidently
thinks hebe can work up in the
thies of that class by pretending not to
nhaveaye bad a fair showing to defend
nimhimselfseir but when the young and
many of the older onesonce too who have
not understood thisIhle have time to think
the matter over they will noiDOE eee thehe
thing in the light that at first seemed
to be sofio clear to them and thatcherThaThat tobercuer
alil stand wherere he belongs in their
estimation

while thatcher may be an honest
man aandnd a mmana D w D 0 M soyany 0onede aouwouldd
hebe disposed to like still there can be no
dldoubtabt that he hasbaa allowed bisbig ambition
mixed probably witt his personal feel
jugs toward some of the leadingbeading meumeri
to have sucheuch an IL fluence over him
that hebe hasbaa thrown away a position
which tois the highest and most honor-
able 1inn the world

while there may have been many
mistakesmistake made by church author neb
and moymay be many muremore made tinin theane
future it is nno justification for a man
in thatchedla position to take the standaland
tiehe hasbaa done endand bigbia duty was to try
andadd learn by the errors committe dand
endeavor to have them avoided in the
fluture noni man is perie ct and al-
though there are moumeu holding high
places who are entitled to the spirit of
the lord to teach them bow to act soao
as to bring about the best results torfor
the cause they representsrepresent still they may
at times commit errors in judgment
and evou do thinus selfish
principlesprinciple not in keepingbeeping with their

rodand high calniecal nue so90 Lanatbiortwe not tie to any man so far
isa our filthfaith in the principles of the
gospel and our ideas of right are con-
een ed but enoendeavoreavor soBO to live that
we waymay have the spirit of discernment
rodand eliuth to guide us aright on all subaub
jttots

A few weeks since it would have
been cousia ered by many asaa almost a
sacrilege to have anything
wh ch brother Toa might nave
saidid or done but his tallfall slishowsaws how
fallible toIs man anuand that any one of
jhoss now tuju full standing may go the
same WRYway foror ay MODman Is 0off himself
sale for a day or an hour I1 desire to
keep enuco of the spirit of the
lord in close communion to enable me
to10 judge between right and wrong as
I1 consider that otof the greatest oiof aoda
LgilisHER to man

there Is one thing we should bear
in mind regarding those high in onau-
thoritydhorityyandana thatbat Is that tuythey are placed
on a kind ofat a pedestal where their


