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THE THATCHER MATTER.

From Hon. E, G. Woolley, of 5t,
George, Utab, his eune io thie oity re-
celved the Ivllowing letler a few daye
sjoce. It presents 8 clear any foroible
view of a matlel which bhss had sume
discuesiopn of lale ju thia Btale, und
may be read with profit by the entire
commupity, [t firet appeared In
priot in the Tribune of Bubuay, and
ia reproduced io these columuns for the
rea:or e sbove gIver:

Br. GEORGE, November 28, 1886, -~
My Denr Suvor, Goraen, Ricoara oud
Frederick — Bince writing you last,
and on lope sameé uay I wrote yuu
ahvat tbhe Thalcher maiter, We Tre-
ceived yours nf the 22av, au also hau
the Bubuasy and Monosy Hersld, so
thatT have the letters betweev Brother
Tbatchet and President Boow, and
afso have the articles of the Tribuos
ou the matter, nn well 58 the NEWwWS
articles up to the 24ih. The msll uiu
pot-oou pect yeslerday, ro I have no-
tbing lster, tut I thiuk 1 huve eDough
to elze up tue situntion fairly welk

Aun "putsioer uvp resadiog! the Jetter
peiween ‘Thatoher sod Buow wil
very nsturslly think thet Thalcher
hes not bed I1eir treaimenl irom the
fnot that b1 Quorum wiuld oot furmu-
jate sy charges for bjm to plead Lo,
and deslt with bimnp witbout wivioe
him s ¢hapcé to be heard in eeli-
detfense, Under # lJegal proesdure,
of ln commod hustnees Lraueaciions,
this view would undoubtedly be [De
correc one, but to one wWho e pome-
what familier with the priociples vt
the Gospel, the orgaujzstivn of the
Chuoroh and ite quoruvms of the Priest-
hood—the matter uweeumes & differ-
ent aspect. : .

The etalements of the members of hie
Quourum maue at the lust Contervoce
tobrow coneslderuble ljght oo the Lrou,

ble, ven thiugh nothing definlte war §

teajd me to the partigular poliis ol
dilerence betwerts, hlm and the others
of the Twelve. That be stoud alone
ne opposed (o his Quorum In°aAny wat-
tet ui cburch discipiive, 80y refsed
lo put bimself in usrmony therewt b,
after s fair time bed beepn giveu him,
e fu Jiselt envugn cause Tor bie Leing
placed outerde the Qoorum, se 10 j8
Impoeeible for & buny o! that kind to
do 1te  roper work wiib disunion o le
mijdet, and while the peupie geperslly
may Dol bave known all the mailels
ot difference, etlll Ti alcher’s useiul-
nede in hie place 88 s 0 A postie would
Le lmpaifed, aud he could out ¢o bhir
duty in hife high and boly ealling, Thie
Lelog eo, 1L Wae b1 pialu uoly
to plece bimeel! in PHETAOLY
with the otberse of hile Qoorun,
v, fsllipg tu do thal, be ehoild
have resjgned, and Dol buve
been 8 etumhbhiing block in the way ol
the pr-zrees of the cause whleh he
proieeses Lo think so much of.

1. may be said that the mattere ol
policy send diecipline Were such aa he
could nol conecle tivusly sueiain, and
thet thereloie be is Juetified ip rejue-
ing to endoree of work for thein, Ad-
mittiog that to be the ocase, he has LD:
right iv his plece 1o the Quornm tv
give his views in 88 BLIODE v mauDer
as he feit neceeeary, and urge upob
the » bers tu adopt them; bul woen he
Luy doue itbhat and lbe malolity was
ugsinet his jdess, Lo eay nulbibg of
tbere bejug in tbls caee the entire

eleven against obe, then be mus!
sgquiesce in their deolsion, yleld his
juuxment to the othere, and do hile
beet to make \he policy decided upob
a succese; If it were not ‘poesible to
give it hie fuliest sangilon, bhe should
ut least pot Jo enytbing to onpose or
obetruct the workinge of the Quorum,
for the mipute he doee such » thing
teis pot fitto bold Di1e piace 1n that
Quorum, and must mage way fof eome
vue wobo can abd will work ip har:
mony with Lbe bheads of the calse.

It ia pota sunpossble csee that the
eleven of the Quorum sbd the three
ot the First Presidevcy sre all golng to
1ske s course which le oppogeu to the
good 0! the Church, and D&l ope Mau
ja Lhe one who 18 right, eapecizl y
when thal one man Is obly obe o
twelve of equal suthorlly, with wn-
uther guorum of three silll over them.
While i ordipary cases of trial for
feilowshlp tbe sccused has the right Io
tinve charges prelerred against him to
wuich 'be may suewerl and rebut If be
can, this le another kiod of & cu8ej; it s
simply s« mMalter of bafmony anu el
lowsuip Letween 8 member of a quo-
rvm and tbhe gquorum Jieelf, aod cun-
alete of diflercuces of wuplnion Bnu
oppurition to the gdecielons of the
quuium, With wolch all ere scquainted
and which Deed no tormal chafges Lo
acquaint the parly out of bermobny
wilth what he ls expected to make right
vu that he may bue in fellowsbip Wwith
als Quuru .

Itle oot & matter where the eleves
+buulu go to bim sud make the diffcr-
ences rlght, but it s fof to® ubDe oui oI
barmony lo come to them and sel him.
well straight; or, [ailing to do so, tu
resiyn hie piace, ec that the cause msy
got suffer trom the waul ot uwion
smong lhe leadlog quurums. Yuu
will eee IFom thie the diflervuce
‘hetween a caso wWhere p member of the

‘hureh Lus oummitled some Bc.
sguiney tbe lawe of discipilae of Lhe
Church, snd the caee of 8 member vl &
quurum beiny ot of harmony o hr-
wwu qoorom. Yo the first case: the
party who is acoused of » WroDg dmust
uave the charges specified; ' must have
the opperibujiy ol Deabg cobfronléu
with bie acousers, and of producing
auy evidence bhe may huave, (o rebul
the sccnration 8 ngailnst him; theu by
the law abd the testimony only cau
be be condemoped,

No one oan koow aod understaod
vetter than Thatcoer toeee principles
ot order in tue orgapization uof th.
Cohurch and whéu he cosils oo the
members of bhis Quurum for speoific
cnarges against himsell he musl have
abuwn that he was requiriog sode-
thing vut vt order, eomelbing woblew
tbey would Dot have been justified 1n
musing, and (o ail sppesalances b
wus oD)Y dolog this tu make n recoru
by whion he oould claim that
pe beu been unjustly desit witn,
jn belog deposed without & hearloy,
Jepending uh the ignorance of ‘‘out-
side® people and msuy of Lhe *insiue’?
ones as well, to justify him lo bis
¢ouree, and by this meape gain popu.
tarlty sod make & schiem in the
Church, or st least to ride_into poiiticai
puwer by his ehow of lndepenuence o}
the Churoh,

While hie letters eeem fo exhibit »
meeknesd of epirit, etilil there ia eume.-

thing of & etudiea effort st poeloyg for

futare etleot, eo that he might have
the quotum at & seeming dleagvaniage
when the matter became publiic. A
ocareful reading between the Hoes will
meke thie plaio to a epirit of discern-
mept.

He exhiblted the cloven hoof the
momsnt he appoupced bimesel! a
canitidate for the Benate on s plal-
form vppoeed to toe rule of Lthe
Church, and this was done evenu be-
fore be had been deposed, and while
ne elill pretended to expect to hold
hie position. What rarther proof can
pe wapted of hie dispusiljon to try
and gain politicai power aod press
tive pmobng Lhe elsse cailed ‘'*Youbg
Utah?* Of cunree he knows that there
i a large class of the Yuung of this
Cburch whioch does not hsve n very
good underetandipg of the Church
order and dlscipline, and be evidently
thinks heé cap work up:n the eympa-
thiee of that class by pretecding oot to
nuve had & falr sbowing to defenu
nimself, but when the youbng, and
mabny of the older onve, too, who have
pot upderatood thie, have time tu think
the matter over, they wili not ges the
thing 1n the light thet at first premed
to he wo clear v them, and Thatober
wiil etepd where he belonys in thetr
eetlmation.

While Thatcher may be an bonest
msan, sod 8 mab Whoin any one wounld
be disposed to like, atill there can he no
deubt that he has nilowed his ambitton,
mixed probably wilk his pereonal feel-
\ngs toward some of the leading men,
to have such ap 11 fluence over tilm,
lbat lie bas thfown oway & pusitlon
whnich e the highest aud mosl honui-
uble in the world.

While there may bave been many
mislakeg made hy Church suthoriljes,
apd may be meny more msde in the
futare, it fe b, justification for 4 MWMAD
iu Thatohet?s posillon to teke the vtand
he hae doné, eod his uuty wae o try
wnd lesrn by the errore committed snd
endeavor ‘to hsve them avoilded io the
tuture, No man is periect, api al~
though there are meo holding high
pviaces who are euntitied to the spheit ot
the Liord to tesch them bhow Lo act&D
ae to briug aboul Lbe best results lor
the cauge Lbey represest, still they may
al times commit errore ip judgment
and eveu do thinye through eeifizh
priociple, not 1n keeping with their
projerejone and high caliioge; so Lbat
we shuuld pot tie to suny mun eo [ar
v8 oul [alth 10 the priociples of the
QGuepel 04 our jdeas of right are con-
gers od, but endeaver so Lo ilve that
we may nave the spirit of discernment
and truth tu gulde us aright on 81l auh-
jecie,

A lew  weeks eince it would have
beeu cuueluered by mapny e Almost a
sachilege (0 Buve guestivDed anyibliog
wn ¢ch Brother ‘Costcoer might bave
sald or done, but hie fall showa how
fajlible s man, uny thal any ope of
\Wose now 10 Tull stauding may go the
apDe way, lof ne mon 1s of himeelf
sate fof a day or an uour. I deaire to
keep wOvugh of the epirit of the
Liord in close commuujon Lo enable me
1o judge between Fight &nd WrubDg, a8
I conelder that of the grestest ol God’s
gllys tv man.

'There is one thing we sbould bear
Ip miod regsrdiog thoee high i wu~
ibority,and that je that the ¥ unre placed
on a kind of 8 pedestal, where thelr
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