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.and yet his own book contains nu-

merous passages that to a Latter-day
Saints are strongly confirmatory of
the trath of that sacred record. The
learned writers, explorers and an ti-
quarians of the age, resolutely shut
their eyes against the light which
the Book of Mormon throws on the
things that they acknowledge are
shrouded in mystery, and refuse to
consider the explanation it gives of
the very points that puzzle them.
But while they grope in the dark for
an answer to questions that their
science gives no definite reply to,the
believer in the Book of Mormon re-
joices in the discoveries and devel-
opments which confirm his faith,
and give him further insight into
the history of the remote past and
of the go;ﬂa who once flourished
upon this choice land, and the
causes of whose whilom prosperity
and ultimate fall are chronicled in
the book translated by the Prophet
Joseph,
Although Mr. Short’s work con-
taine mamy theories of the
origin of the ancient inhabi-
tants of America, and the author
appears to have no personal bias to
either of them, but quotes volumi-
nously from the various expounders
thereof, yet there are numerous ex-
pressions and narrations which ar-
rest the attention of the Book of
Mormon student, and are in remark-
able hamuiony with its revelations.
We have not space to refer to many
of them,
tracts. The first chapter of the
work is devoted principally to the
mound builders of North America,
and contains graphic accounts of au-
thentic discoveries of pottery, arrow
and spear heads, skeletons, crani-
ums, copper and stone implements,
inscribed tablets, ete. The dimen-
sions of these earthworks, many of
them immense, are also given with
a desire for correctness which is evi-
dent and admirable. Of the anti-
quity and extent of the works of the
mound builders,
p- 27t |

“The Neolithic and Bronze  ages
ed the Paleolithic, at least in

the Mississippi b#in, not that the
last inhabitants deteriorated and
lost the higher arts, which are well

but will make a few ex- |

|8

the author says, A meriea, is also

known to have been cultivated up-
on the same soil occupied by them,

- but that they were preceded by a| was kept for many
race possessed of no inferior civiliza- | was discovered by

tion, who were not their an-
cestors, but a
with a capacity for progress, for- the

exercise of government, for the erec-

distinet people |

gipn seems to have been atténdad
with the same ceremonies in all
parts of their domain.” '

Quoting from Foster’s <“Pre-His-
toric Races” he speaks of a shell
bank which ‘“‘yielded unique speci-
mens of axes of hematite iron ore
and glazed pottery.” In the second
and third chapters, which treat of
the antiquity and of the different
opinions as to the origin of the an-
cient Americans, there are a num-

ber of striking passa amon
them the following. pp%?ﬁ—lﬁs: .

“The natives had no definite know-
ledge of their origin » »
but all admit ‘that they had come
from other lands, * *  Eechevar-
ria Y. Veitia cites their creation and
flood myths, their account of the
building of the Tower of Babel and
the confusion of tongues, their dis-
persion upon the face of the earth
and the passage of cseven families to
the new world (to Hue hue Tlap-
palan) by means of balsas, with
which they crossed rivers and arms
of the sea. * % Strong ar-
uments have been used to show
that the architecture and sculpture
of Central Americaand Mexico have
been influenced from Egypt., * *
There is no evidence furnished by
the measurement of ciania that an
American race, as unique in itself
and distinet from the rest of man-
Kind ever existed.”

Toshow that the anéjgnt inhabit-
ants of the land were not Indians,
he cites a discovery described by
Haywood, of three mummies in a
cave on the south side of Cumber-
land river in Tennessee,

“They were buried in baskets, as
Humboldt described some of the
Peruvians to bury, and the color of
their skin was said to be fair .and
white and their hair auburn and of a
fine texture.” ‘

The tradition of Votan among the
natives of- Chia in Central
given as related by

Clavigero:

“Votan came from the East from
Valum Chivin by the way of Valum
Votan from across the sea, by divine
command, to apportion the land of
the new continent to seven families
which he brought with him.”

The full account of Votan’s doings

nerations but
rancisco Nunez
de la Vega, Roman Catholic Bishop
of Chiapas, who, on the excuse of de-

siring to keep the ple from the
idolatry described in the record,

tion of magnificent architectural { burntitin 1691 with several other

monuments and
able knowledge of geometrical prin-
ciples. The remains of this myste-
rions people known as the mound
builders are spread over thousands
of square miles pf the United States,
and it is a question whether the an-
tiquarian is more surprised at the
greatness of their number than in
many instances at the immensity of
their proportions.”

On page 49:

““The discovery of these geometri-
cal combinations—executed with
such precision—in many parts of the
country lead to the belief that the
mound builders were one people
spread over a large territory, pos-
sessed of the same institutions, re-
ligion, and perhaps one govern-
ment.”

After giving several quotations
from eminent writers, the author
says the following conclusious may
be safelly accepted, pp. 97-100:

“That they eame into the country
in com tively small numbers
at first, and during their residence

in the United States they became
magni-

extremely populous. The
tude of their works, some of which
approximate the
Egyptian pyramids, testify to the
architectural talent of the people. *
¥ % They were an agricultu-

ral people, * %  Their manu-
factures afford proof that they had
attained a I'ﬁﬂ})ectﬂblﬁ degree of ad-
vancement. *  Their domes-
tic utensils, the cloth of which they
made their clothing, and the artistic
vessels met with everywhere in the
mounds, point to the development
of home culture and domestic indus-
try, * * They mined copper,
which they wrought into imple-
ments of war, into ornaments and
articles of domestic use. They quar-
ried mica for mirrors and other pur-
es, They furthermore worked
int and salt mines. Their trade
was widespread, extending probably
from Iake Superior to the Gulf
and possibly to Mexico. They con-
structed canals. ¥ e T
defences were numerous and con-
structed with reference to strategic
principles, ® *  There reli-

proportions of

a respect- | relics of the past.

But the bigoted
Bishop, in a work he published,
speaks of Votan’s having ‘‘seen the
Toewer of Babelat which each people
was given a new language.”

The traditions, discoveries, ruins,
&e,, in Central America, are gi
with considerable detail, illustrated
with many engravings, and refer-
ences to works in  different lan-
guages are made. Here is a quota-
tion from Las Casas Ifist. Apologe-
tica. Speaking of the Yucatecoes:

“The belief was in a Trinity con-
sisting of Izona, the Father; Bacab
the Son, and Ichuah the Holy
(Ghost. The son was born of the
Virgin Chibirias and was rejected
of men, was scourged and ecrucified
on a tree with cross arms; he de-
scended into the regions of the dead,
but rose again on the third day, and
finally ascended to heaven.”

Mr. Short says, “This story ought
to be repudiated without question,”
but gives no reason why. He trans-
lates from Spanish a narrativeof the
native Mexican writer Ixtlilxochitl,
which he considers the most reliable
yet brought to light, and it gives
particulars of the origin of the Tol-
tecs, relating particulars of the
flood which covered the highest
mountains for fifteen cubits, from
which certain ones. escaped ‘‘in a
close chest,” and after they -had
multiplied, built a high tower to es-
cape another flood, but their Jan-
guages were confused and they scat-
tered; the Toltecs —seven men and
ther wives, who understood the
same language—came to this coun-
try after enduring great hardships by
land and sea, having lived in caves
and wandering 104 years before
reaching Hue Hue Tlapalan, 520
years after the flood. The “‘caves”
are considered to be the vessels in
which they crossed the sea, and
Sahagun, in his Historia General
says that all the natives declare that
they came from “seven caves”
which- he understands to be *the
seven ships or galleys in which the
first populators of the land came,’
pp. 238-42,

We would like to make further
extracts from this interesting work,
but space forbids, However, we

i

ven |

willnote that tablets of hieroglyphics J

are given, with cuts of remarkable
mscribed monuments and altars in
Mexico, and that it is explained that
the ancient inhabitants had books
as well as stone records, with leaves
written on both sides and “joined
together so that when opened two
pages were exposed to view.” Also
that ““baptism was considered the
meaus of regeneration in Yueatan,
and was practised by the Mexicans
as a religious ceremony;” and that
they believed in the resurrection of
the body and the immortality of the
soul, with other doctrines analogous
to the Mosdic code,

This work takes up the subjects of
crania measurements, word anal-
ogies, - chronologies, calendar sys-
tems, ele., all bearing en the origin
of the ancient Americans
interesting to. those who desire re-
liable information. ,

Now Jet the citations we have
made be compared with the Book of
Mormon, and it will be readily per-
ceived how strongly the traditions

lof the mnatives, the discoveries of

explorers and the silent but expres-
sive monumental, architectural, hu-
man and other remains testify to
and bear out therevelations contain-
ed in the sacred records of Ether and
Moroni. The two grand epochs of
ancient American Elt'lris,tq:rr;p* are the
Jaredite colonization and the Ne-
Ehite. The first came in eight

arﬁiﬁ, shortly after the digpersion
at Babel, and spread over the whole
land northward, and after several
centuries of prosperity, became ex-
tinet through wickedness and ecivil
strife. Their civilization, religion,
rise and decline are given in the
book of KEther, in which we read
that ‘“they did cast up mighty
heaps of earth to get ore.” The
Nephite colony came from Palestine
in the days of King Zedekiah, and
crossed the sea in a vessel which
they built. Their history is given
with greater detail than that of the
Jaredites with their division into
two peoples, their travels, religion,
the visit of the Savior after his re-
sarrection,and the final destruetion of
the white Nephites by the dark skin-
ned Lamanites, whose descendants
are the present American Indians.
The ruined cities and the remains of
the ‘early civilization described in
works like that from which we have
quoted, are all corroborative of the
Book of Mormon, and that precious
record, brought forth from the dust
by the power of God, is the only key
by which the mystery of American
antiquities can be unlocked. It is
true and simple, and while unfold-
ing the curtain of the past, isa guide
for the presentand a prophecy of the
future, and contains the word of the
Lord toJew and Gentile. *“Whoso
readeth let him understand.” ’

EDITQRIAL NOTES,

Hundreds per day of the peasanftry
in some of the Russian provinces are
dying for want of food. The gran-
aries in many districts are empty,
and pestilence as usual follows the
famine,

A noted astrologer in New York
has cast the horoscope of the presi-
dential candidates and conventions,
and gives the nomination to John
Sherman. . He didn’t consider it
necessary to name the democratic
nominee. According to astral guess-
work, John Sherman will be the
next President of the United States.

Some people’s idea of communism
in this country are the same as the
French farmer’s. A friend explain-

ed to him that, “If all the money
owned in France were to be put to-
gether and your

e?ually divide

share would only be 505 francs, 35
centimes.” “Well,” gsays the
farmer, ““that with what 1 have al-
ready wouldn’t be so bad.”

It is said that the exports of grain
from Russia to other European
countries during the months of Jan-
uary and February, this year, were
over 8,802,000 bushels less than in
the corresponding months last year,
showing quite clearly thaf England,
who has heretofore drawn a large
amount of her supplies from the
Russian provinces, must in the fu-
ture, as now, look to this country for
her supply of breadstufls.

Here is the condensed history of
nine-tenths of the poor creatuares
who, led astray from virtue’s path,
join the ranks of fallen women in
“Christian’ cities; it is penned by a
leading physician: “Four or five
years of high living; luxury and dis-
ipation: two or three years of abject
poverty and intemperance; a year or
two of agony and suffering in the
charity wards of the City Hospital,

and all |

iﬂf

and a final resting place on the dis-
secting table of a medical college.”

The destructive cyclones which
have recently caused so much de-
vastation in the East were very ter-
rible in their effects but are mere

ualls when eompared with Indian
wind storms. The most destructive

known in history was in Bengal, in

October, 1876, when 215,000 persons
were Kkilled by the wind or drowned
in a wave which submerged three
islands. In the same country in
1864 a cyclone caused the death of
50,000 people. The eyclone at Rich-
mond, “Missouri, in June, 1878,
killed 100 persons, and is believed to
he the most destructive that has
swept the United States.

ad

The United States Patent Office

Lon March 1st abolished the rule re-

quiring models of inventions to ae-
company applications for Letters
Patent. The examiners will here-
after depend solely on the drawings
in making up their decision. Where
they are unable, owing to the intri-
cacy of the invention, to decide a
knotty poinf, they are empowered
to call upon the inventor for a model,
but, it is estimated, this will not be
necessary oftener than once in a
thousand cases. This will be a great
saving to the inventor, and is satis-
factory to patent attorneys, but we
question whether model makers will
be so well satisfied.

Considerable quantities of vinegar
are made from artificial sugar, or
glucose, made from refuse starch,
sawdust, cotton rags. Vinegar thus
made contains considerable quanti-
ties of sulphuric acid, and hence it
may be detected by the same test
given for that which jhas been direct-
Iy adulterated with the acid, which
is as follows: ‘‘Purchase at the drug
store a dram of ehloride of barium,
or muriate of baryta, as it is com-
monly called. Dissolve in as small
a quantity of water as will com-
,jlﬂtely dissolve it. If the solution

s not perfectly clear allow it to}

settle. Put a tablespoonful of the
vinegar in a wine glass, and add one
or two teaspoonfuls of the clear solu-
tion. If thereis any sulphuric acid
present, a white powder will soon
make its appearance at the bottom
and on the sides of the glass.”
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orrespondence.

MINERSVILLE, April 26, 1880.
Editors Deseret News:

Last Saturday night, our School

Literary Class held a very interest-
ing public meeting in the meeting-
house. A synopsis of the exercises
may not be without interest to some
your readers,
After the audience was called to
order,” prayer, roll call, which was
answered by sentiment, and reading
of previous minutes, Brother A. B.
Thompson opened the programme
with an instructive and spirited ad-
dress on the ‘“power and effect of
education.” Then followed esszays,
songs, recitations, concluding with
“Our Student’s Guide,” a manu-
script paper devoted to the interests
of the school, local news, ete, It
was read by the editors, Misses Mary
E. Stoddard and Ida M. Rollins.

Our County School Superinten-
dent and Brother Wm, Baker, both
of the Stake Presidency of the Y.
M, M. I. Associations, were present,
and addressed the meeting a short
time. The following is from the ed-
itorial in the “Guide.”

“It seems that we are destined to
have only three months’ schooling
a year. We think that ple who
have been deprived of educational
advantages as this community has,
when they have a good school
teacher would try to keep him.
Now we have a teacher who takes
an interest'in the education of the
young, desires to do everything in
his power for their welfare—more
than any we have previously had.
Our teacher leaves town next week,
We (the pupils) are sorry to be de-

rived of his association, but join in

idding him farewell, wishing him
prosperity, = success, and may
the blessing of Ged attend him, is
our humble prayer.” |

Preparations are being made here
for the celebration of May Day. The
weather is now beginning to look as
though we will soon have spring.
Sister McKnight, our Bishop’s wife,
who has for six months past been
confined to her bed with dropsy, is
now slowly on the improve. illie
(Goodman, who, it will be remember-
ed,was shot on St. Patrick’s Day, is
progressing nicely, The Co-op. is
moving into a new store.

Respectfully yours,

PUuPrIL.

- best of weather and in

H_lnlanlrr Work in ‘Australia,

WALKER STREET

Bedfern, Sidney,
March 20, 1880.
Fditors Deseret News:

Since last writing you, I have
traveled in various directions in the
colony of New South Wales preach-
ing the gospel wherever opportunity
presented itself. The ple of this
colony are not very li in offer-
ing places to preach itn I have done
most of my preaching out of doors
?nd {;ften I have fctnimd ii:;[ hard W{;;rk

0 gel a congregation. generally
go%rom house to house distributing
tracts and inviting the people to
come outand I would tell them of
the principles of life and salvation.
I find it hard work traveling on foot
in this semi-tropical climate in the
the summer,
it is next to imposaii]lw in some

rtions of the country districts the
eat ranges from 105° to 120° in the
shade; which is almost too warm to
travel. oeh :

Elder I. F. Speight, the President
of the Sydney branch, and myself,

visited thurst 150 miles from
Sydney by railroad. The railroad
traveling in this country is not so

pleasant and comfortable as in
America. The railroads all belong
to the government; the charges are
much lower tham in America (two
and three cents a mile). We arrive
ed there in the morning nearly fro-
hoving crossed over the Blue
Mountains, which have derived
their name from a blue mist that is
always on the mountains, We view-
ed one of the finest pieces of railroad-
ing we ever saw; it is called the zig
zag, the only way the road could be
taken over theé mountains. There is
some beautiful scenery on this route
it extends as far as Orange, lﬂﬁ
miles from Sydney. .
Bathurst contains somewhere
about 10,000 inhibitants. We had to
walk through the town till the peo- -
le stirred about. We found a Mr.
orrison, who kindly entertained
us and intrnduced us to his employ-
er, a Mr, Hill, who showed us con-
siderable kindness and referred us
to the mayor of the town, who let
us have thp Town Hall by paying
five shillings for it. You cannot get
a place to preach in here without
paying for it; they are all for money,
money. We advertised our mee
in the morning papers and h
a good attendance. ther Speight
discoursed for an hour and fifteen
minutes upon the first Einﬂi les of
the gospel, ina very plain and lucid
manner, I fﬂllowedp bearing testi-
mony that Joseph Smith was a
phet called of , that his kingdom
was established on the earth never
more to be thrown down or given to
another people. They listened very
attentively to us +till we were
through talking, when they com-
menced asking questions on every
hand. I never felt better in my life,
and seemed able to answer any
question they might put, but they
became very clamorous and we had
to quit. A Mr. Bags kindly took us
to his house ana entertained us,gave
us money to pay our hotel bill.
We staid in Bathurst nearly a week,
made a few friends, and two gentle-
men paid our fare to Sidney.
I have since that visited the south

‘coast towns of the colony, Camp-

belltown, Aggin , Bulli, Womona
Wolongong, Shellharborne and Ki-
ama, and preached in these towns
out of doors, and innmaking a second
trip on this round I baptized a man
and his wife and blessed their two
children, and they have the spirit of
gathering. 1 was treated very kind-
ly and my way opened up before
me. My feet were badly blistered.

ince then I have confined my la-

S
hlrorﬂ to Sidoey and surrounding sub-

urbs, but with no apparent results,
The convict element is greatly mix-
ed up with the people, with a good
r centage of apostate ‘“Mormons”
rom the old country, and the spirit
of lust in all its varied forms is
rampant in these towns to an
awful extent. The chief diet of
the people, more especially in the
country districts, is meat, tea 'and
damper. The Chinese raise near-
ly all the vegetables. :
I remain yours in Christ, '
L F.J. MAy.

FARM FOR SALE.
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